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THE TITLES. 


BY ISAAC BICKER STAFFE, ESQ. 


We now enter on those parts of Mr Addison’s prose -works, -which, 
have done lum the greatest honour, and ha\ e placed him at the head of 
those whom we call our polite writers I know that many readers prefer 
Dr Swift’s prose to his — but, whatever other ment the Dean’s writings 
mat have, (and they have, certainly, a great deal,) I affirm it with con- 
fidence, (because I have examined them both with care,) that they are not 
lomp-irablc to Mr Addison’s, in the correctness, propriety, and elegance 
of expression. 

Mr Addison possessed two talents, both of them very uncommon, 
which singularly qualified him to excel in the following essays I mean 
an exquisite knowledge of the English tongue, in all its purity and deli- 
cacy ; and a vcm of humour, which flowed naturally and abundantly from 
him on every subject , and which experience hath shown to be inimit- 
able But it is in the former respect only that I shall criticise these 
papers ; and I shall do it with seventy, lest time, and the authonty of his 
name, (which, of course, must become sacred,) should gives sanction even 
to lus defects If any man of genius should be so happy, as to equal all 
the excellencies of his prose, and to aioid the few blemishes which may, 
haply, be found in it, he would be a perfect model of style, in this way of 
writing but of such an one, it is enough to say at present, (and I shall, 
surely, offend no good writer in say mg it , ) 

“ — liunc nequeo monstrare, et sentio tantum ’’ 
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— Though the theatre is now breaking, it is allowed still 
to sell animals there , therefore, if any lady or gentleman 
have occasion for a tame elephant, let them inquire of Mr i 
Pmkethmnn, who has one to dispose of at a reasonable rate 
The downfal of May Fair has quite sunk the price of this 
noble creature, as well as many other curiosities of nature 
A tiger will sell almost as cheap ai. an ox , and I am credibly 
vol. ii _ GS\ A) 
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informed, a man may purchase a cat with three legs, for very 
near the value of one with four I hear likewise, that there 
is a great desolation among the gentlemen and ladies who 
were the ornaments of the town, and used to shine in plumes 
and diadems , the heroes being most of them pressed, and 
the queens heating hemp Mrs Sarabrand, so famous for 
her ingenious puppet-show, has set up a shop in the Ex- 
change, where she sells her little troop under the term of 
Jointed Babies I could not hut he solicitous to know of 
her, how she had disposed of that rake-hell Punch, whose 
lewd life and conversation had ‘given so much scandal, and 
did not a little contribute to the rum of the fair She told 
me with a sigh, that despairing of ever reclaiming him, she 
would not offer to place him in a cml family, hut got him in 
a post upon a stall in "Wapprng, where he may he seen from 
sun-nsing to sun-setting, with a glass in one hand, and a 
pipe in the other, as sentry to a brandy-shop The great 
revolutions of this nature bring to my mind the distresses 
of the unfortunate Camilla, who has had the ill luck to 
break before her voice, and to disappear at a time when her 
beauty was in the height of its bloom. This lady entered so 
thoroughly into the great characters she acted, that when 
she had finished her part, she could not think of retrenching 
her equipage, but would appear m her own lodgings with 
the same magnificence that she did upon the stage This 
greatness of soul has reduced that unhappy princess to an 
involuntary retirement, where she now passes her tune 
among the woods and forests, thinking on the crowns and 
sceptres she has lost, and often h umm ing over in her solitude, 

I was bom of royal Tace, 

Yet must -Bander in disgrace, &c 

But for fear of being overheard, and her quality known,* she 
usually sings it in Italian ; 

Nacqui al regno, nacqui al trono, 

E pur sono 

Sventurata pastoreUa — 

Since I have touched upon this subject, I shall communicate 
to my reader part of a letter I have received from a friend 
at Amsterdam, where there is a very noble theatre ; though 
the manner of furnishing it with actors is something pecu- 

1 Easily expressed, but not exactly. Better — “But fo~ fear of being 
overheard, and lest her quality should be Known.” 
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liar to that place, and gives us occasion to admire both the 
politeness and frugality of the people. 

“My friends have kept me here a week, longer than ordi- 

3 to see one of their plays, "which "was -performed last 
fc with great applause The actors are all of them trades- 
men, who, alter them day’s work is over, earn about a guilder 
a night by personating kings and generals. The hero-of the 
tragedy I saw was a journeyman tailor, and his firstfmnnis- 
ter of state, a coffee-man. 'The empress made me think of 
Parthenope in the Eehearsal ; for her mother keeps an ale- 
house in the suburbs of Am ster dam . "When the tragedy was 
over, they entertained us with a short farce, in which the 
cobbler did his part to a miracle ; but, upon inquiry I found 
he had really been working at his own trade, and represent- 
ing on the stage what he acted every day in his shop. The 
profits of the theatre maintain an hospital : for as here they 
do not think the profession of an actor the only trade that a 
man ought to exercise, so they will not allow anybody to 
grow rich on a profession that 'in their opinion so little con- 
duces to the good of the commonwealth If I am not mis- 
taken, your playhouses in England have done the same 
thing ; for, unless I am misinformed, the hospital at Dul- 
ledge was erected and endowed by Mr. Allen, a player : and 
it is also said, a famous she-tragedian has settled her estate, 
after her death, for the maintenance of decayed wits, who 
are to be taken in as soon as they grow duU, at whatever 
time of their life that shall happen.” 
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— Celebrare domestics facta. 

— This is to give notice, that a magnificent palace with 
great variety of gardens statues, and water-works, may be 
. -bought cheap in Drury Lane ; where there are likewise seve- 
ral castles to be disposed of, very delightfully situated; as 
also groves, woods, forests fountains, and country seats, with 
veiy pleasant prospects on all sides of them; being the 
moveables of Christopher Bieh, Esq, who is breaking up 
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house-keeping, and has many curious pieces of furniture to 
dispose of, which may be seen between the hours of sis and 
ten in the evening 


. THE INVENTORY. 

Spirits of right Kants brandy, for lambent flames and ap- 
paritions 

Three bottles and a half of lightning 

One shower of snow in the whitest Trench paper 

Two showers of a browner sort 

A sea, consisting of a dozen large waves, the tenth 1 bigger 
than ordinary, and a little damaged 
A dozen and a half of clouds, trimmed with black, and 
well conditioned 

A rainbow, a little faded 

A set of clouds after the Trench mode, streaked with 
lightning, and furbelowed 

A new-moon, something decayed 

A pmt of the finest Spanish wash, being all that is left of 
two hogsheads sent over last wrntei 

A coach very finely gilt, and little used, with a pair of 
dragons, to be sold cheap 
A setting sun; a pennyworth 

An imperial mantle, made for Cyrus the Great, and worn 
bv Julius Caesar, Bajazet, King Harry the Eighth, and 
Signior Valentmi 

A basket-hilt sword, very convenient to cany milk in 
Roxana’s night gown 
Othello’s handkerchief. 

The imperial robes of Xerxes, never worn but once. 

A wild boar, killed by Mr3 Tofts and Dioelesian. 

A serpent to stmg Cleopatra 
A mustard bowl to make thunder with 

Another of a bigger sort, by Mr D is’s directions, 

little used 

Six elbow-chairs, very expert in country dances, with six 
fiower-pots for their partners 
The whiskers of a Turkish bassa 

The complexion of a murderer in a bandbox ; consisting 
a large piece of burnt cork, and a coal-black peruke. 

1 “ Fluctus decumanus ” 
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A suit of clotlies for a gliost, viz a bloody shirt, a doublet 
curiously pinked, and a coat with three great eyelet-holes 
upon the breast 

A bale of red Spanish wool 

Modem plots, commonly known by the name of trap-doors, 
ladders of ropes, lizard masques, and tables with broad car- 
pets over them 

Three oak cudgels, with one of crab-tree ; all bought for 
the use of Mr Pinkethman 

Materials for dancing , as masques, castanets, and a ladder 
of ten rounds 

Aurengzebe’s scimitar, made by "Will. Brown in Picca- 
dilly. 

A plume of feathers, never used but by CEdipus and the 
Earl of Essex 

There are also swords, halberts, sheep-hooks, cardinals* 
hats, turbans, drums, gallipots, a gibbet, a cradle, a rack, a 
cart-wheel, an altar, a helmet, a back-piece, a breast-plate, a 
bell, a tub, and a jointed baby 

These are the hard shifts we intelligencers are forced to ; 
therefore our readers ought to excuse us, if a westerly wind, 
blowing for a fortnight together, generally fills every paper 
with an order of battle ; when we show our martial skill in 
each line, and according to the space we have to fill we 
range our men in squadrons and battalions, or draw out 
company by company, and troop by troop ; ever observing, 
that no muster is to be made, but when the wind is in a 
cross point, which often happens at the end of a campaign, 
when half the men are deserted or killed The Courant is 
sometimes ten deep, his ranks close • the Post-boy is gener- 
ally in files, for greater exactness • and the Post-man comes 
down upon you rather after the Turkish way, sword in hand, 
pell-mell, without form or discipline , but sure to bring men 
enough into the field , and wherever they are raised, never to 
lose a battle for want of numbers 1 

1 Of this paper, the inventon only, as I take it, is Hr. Addison’s 
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From my own Apartment , September 30. 

I 1 a called off from public dissertations "by a domestic 
affair of great importance, which is no less than the disposal 
of my sister Jenny for life The girl is a girl of great ment, and 
pleasing conversation ; but I being bom of my father’s first 
wife, and she of his third, she converses with me rather like 
a daughter than a sister I have indeed told her, that if she 
kept her honour, and behaved herself in such a manner as 
became the Bickerstaffs, I would get lior an agreeable man 
for her husband ; which was a promise I made her after read- 
ing a- passage in Pliny’s Epistles. That polite author had 
been employed to find out a consort for his friend’s daugh- 
ter, and gives the following character of the man he had 
pitched upon 

Aciliano plurimum vigoris et industries quanquam in max - 
ima verecunduz : est illi facies liberalis, multo sanguine, multo 
rubore suffusa: est ingenua totius corporis pulchnludo, et 
quidam senatonus decor , quee ego nequaquam arbitror negli- 
genda ; debet enim hoc castitati puellarum quasi preemium 
dan. 

“ Acilianus is a man of extraordinary vigour and industry, 
accompanied with the greatest modesty He has very much 
of the gentleman, with a lively colour, and flush of health in 
his aspect His whole person is finely turned, and speaks 
him a man of quality : which are qualifications that, I think, 
ought by no means to be overlooked, and should be bestowed 
on a daughter as the reward of her chastity.” 

A woman that will give herself liberties, need not put her 
parents to so much trouble ; for if she does not possess these 
ornaments 2 3 in a husband, she can supply herself elsewhere. 
But this is not the case of my sister Jenny, who, I may say 
without vanity, is as unspotted a spinster as any in Great 

1 The opening of this paper, to — “our oum family in this particular" 
—a Sir Richard Steele’s. Mr. Addison’s hand is onlj to he traced in 

the genealogy 

3 These ornaments .] “ Advantages ” had been better. 
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Britain I stall take this occasion to recommend the con- 
duct of our own family in this particular 1 

"We have in the genealogy oi our house, the descriptions 
and pictures of our ancestors from the time of King Arthur , 
in whose days there was one of my own name, a knight of Ins 
round table, and known by the name of Sir Isaac BiekerstafF, 
He was low of stature, and of a very swarthy complexion, 
not unlike a Portuguese Jew But he was more prudent 
than men of that height usually are, and would often com- 
municate to his friends Ins design of lengthening and whiten- 
ing his posterity Bis eldest son Ealph (for that was his 
name) was for this reason married to a lady who had little 
else to recommend her, hut that she was very tall and fair 
The issue of this match, with the help of his shoes, made a 
tolerable figure in the next age ; though the complexion of 
the family was obscure till the fourth generation from that 
mamage Prom which time, till the reign of "William the 
Conqueror, the females of our house were famous for their 
needle-work nnd fine skins In the male line there happen- 
ed an unlucky accident in the reign of Kichaid the Third, 
the eldest son of Philip, then chief of the family, being bom 
with an humpback and very high nose This was the more 
astonishing, because n6ne of his forefathers ever had such a 
blemish , nor indeed was there any m the neighbourhood of 
that make except the butler, who was noted for round 
shoulders, and a Boman nose what made the nose the less 
excusable, was the remarkable smallness of his eyes 

These several defects were mended by succeeding matches , 
the eyes were opened in the next generation, and the hump 
fell m a century and a half, but the greatest difficulty was 
how' to reduce the nose , which I do not find was accom- 
plished till about the middle of Henry the Seventh’s reign, 
or rather the beg innin g of that of Henry the Eighth 

But while our ancestors were thus taken up m cultivating 
the eyes and nose, the face of the Bickerstafls fell down in- 

1 In thts particular ] In what particular ’ in that of Jennj’s chastity? 
— But there is not a word on the subject, in what follows I take for 
granted that, in Sir Kichard Steele’s draught of this paper, a paragraph 
was here inserted, to show the care of the'Bickerstaffs, in prondmg for 
ihe honour of the female part of their family , which not being to Mr. 
Addison’s mmd, was struck out, to make room for this pleasant account 
of their genealogy But when this was done, it was forgotten to make 
the requisite change in the introduction. 



8 


ADDIS OX’S "WORKS. 


sensibly into tbe cbm , "wlncb -was not taken notice of (their 
thoughts being so much employed upon the more noble fea- 
tures) till it became almost too long to be remedied 

But length of time, and successive care in our alliances, 
have cured this also, and reduced our faces into that toler- 
able oval which we enjoy at present. I would not be tedi- 
ous in this discourse, but cannot but observe, that our race 
suffered very much about three hundred years ago, by the 
marnage of one of her heiresses with an eminent courtier, 
who gave us spindle shanks, and cramps in our bones, inso- 
much that we did not recover our health and legs till Sir 
Walter Bickerstaff married ]\Iaud the milk-maid, of whom 
the then -Garter king at arms (a facetious person) said pleas- 
antly enough, that she had spoiled our blood, but mended 
our constitutions. 

After this account of the effect our prudent choice of 
matches has had upon our persons and features, I cannot 
but observe, that there are daily instances of as great changes 
made by marriage upon men’s minds and humours One 
might wear any passion out of a family by culture, as skilful 
gardeners blot a colour out of a tulip that hurts its beauty 
One might produce an affable temper out of a shrew, by 
grafting the mild upon the choleric ; or raise a jack-pudding 
from a prude, by inoculating mirth and melancholy 1 It is 
for want of care in the disposing of our children, with re- 
gard to our bodies and minds, that we go into an house and 
see such different complexions and humours in the same race 
and family. But to me it is as plain as a pikestaff, from what 
mixture it is, that this daughter silently lowers, the other 
steals a kind look at you, a third is exactly well behaved, a 
fourth a splenetic, and a fifth a coquette. 

In this disposal of my sister, I have chosen with an eye 
to her being a wit, and provided that the bridegroom be a 
man of sound and excellent judgment, who will seldom mmd 
what she says when she begins to harangue : for Jenny’s 
only imperfection is an admiration of her parts, which in- 
clines her to be a little, but a veiy little, sluttish j and you 
are ever to remark, that we are apt to cultivate most, and 
bring mto observation, what we think most excellent in our- 
selves, or most capable of improvement Thus my sister, 

1 Tie re3t of this paper by Sir Richard Steele 
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instead of consulting her glass and her toilet for an hour 
and an half after her private devotion, sits with her nose f ull 
of snuff, and a man’s nightcap on her head, reading plays 
and romances Her wit she thinks her distinction ; there- 
fore knows nothing of the skill of dress, or making her per- 
son agreeable. It would make you laugh, to see me often 
■with my spectacles on lacing her stays , for she is so veiy a 
wit that she understands no ordinary thing m the world. 

Tor this reason I have disposed of her to a man of busi- 
ness, who will soon let her see, that to be well dressed, in 
good humour, and cheerful in the command of her family, 
are the arts and sciences of female life I could have be- 
stowed her upon a fine gentleman, who extremely admired her 
wit and would have given her a coach and six , but I found 
it absolutely necessary to cross the strain; for had they 
met, they had eternally been rivals in discourse, and in con- 
tinual contention for the superiority of understanding, and 
brought forth critics, pedants, or pretty good poets 

As it is, I expect an offspring fit for the habitation of city, 
town, or country ; creatures that are docile and tractable m 
whatever we put them to 

To convince men of the necessity of taking this method, 
let any one, even below the skill of an astrologer, behold the 
turn of faces he meets as soon as he passes Cheapside con- 
duit. and you see a deep attention and a certain unthinking 
sharpness in every countenance They look attentive, but 
their thoughts are engaged on mean purposes To me it is 
very apparent, when I see a citizen pass by, whether his head 
is upon woollen, silks, iron, sugar, indigo, or stocks Xow 
this trace of thought appears or lies hid in the race for two 
or three generations. 

I know at this time a person of a vast estate, who is the 
immediate descendant of a fine gentleman, but the great- 
grandson of a broker, in whom his ancestor is now revived. 
He is a very honest gentleman in his principles, but cannot 
for Ins blood talk fairly . he is heartily sorry for it , but he 
cheats by constitution, and over-reaches by instinct 

The happiness of the man who marries my sister will be, 
that he has no faults .to correct in her but her own. a little 
bias of fancy, or particularity of manners, which grew m 
herself, and can be amended by her From such an untainted 
couple, we can hope to have our family rise to its ancient 
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splendour of face, air, countenance, manner, and shape, 
without discovering the product of ten nations in one house. 
Obadiah Greenhat says, he never comes into any company in 
England, hut he distinguishes the different nations ot which 
we are composed : there is scarce such a living creature as a 
true Briton "We sit down indeed all friends, acquaintance, 
and neighbours ; hut after two bottles, you see a Bane start 
up and swear, “ The kingdom is his own ” A Saxon drinks 
up the whole quart, and swears, “ He will dispute that -with 
him ” A Horman tells them both, “ He wall assert his li- 
berty and a Welshman cries, “ They are all foreigners, 
and intruders of yesterday,” and beats them out of the room. 
Such accidents happen frequently among neighbours’ chil- 
dren and cousin-germans Eor which reason, I say, study 
your race, or the soil of your family will dwindle into cits or 
’squires, or run up into wits or madmen 

[Sir Richard Steele assisted m this paper . 1 T ] 
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Hie manus oh patnam pugnando vulnera passi, 

Quique pii Vates et Phceho digna locuti, 

Imentas aut qui vitara excoluere per artes, 

Quique sui memores alios fecere merendo. Vikg. 

From my own Apartment, October 14. 

Thebe are two kinds of immortality , that which the soul 
really enjoys after this life, and that imaginary existence by 
which men hve m their fame and reputation The best and 
greatest actions have proceeded from the prospect of the one 
or the other of these , but my design is to treat only of those 
who have chiefly proposed to themselves the latter as the 
principal reward of their labours It was for this reason 
that 1 excluded from my tables of fame all the great founders 

1 It is an absurd practice for two men of wit, let their talents he what 
the} will, to write in concert. The effect, at hest, can he only the pro- 
duction of a motley, discordant piece, though the contributions of each, 
taken separately, he ever so excellent But when two such writers as Mr 
A and Sir R Steele join in composing one of these papers, the misalli- 
ance is not on!} great, hut the contrast ridiculous 
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and votaries of religion , and it is for tliis reason also, that I 
am more than ordinarily anxious to do justice to the persons 
of whom I am now going to speak ; for smce fame was the 
only end of all their enterprises and studies, a man cannot 
he too scrupulous in allotting them their due proportion of 
it It was this consideration which made me call the whole 
body of the learned to my assistance ; to many of them I 
must own my obligations for the catalogues of illustrious 
persons which they have sent me in upon this occasion I 
yesterday employed the whole afternoon in comparing them 
with each other , which made so strong an impression upon 
my imagination, that they broke my sleep for the first part 
of the following night, and at length threw me into a very 
agreeable vision, which I shall beg leave to describe in all its 
particulars 

I dreamed that I was conveyed into a wide and boundless 
plain, that was covered 1 with prodigious multitudes of people, 
which no man could number In the midst of it there stood 
a mountain, with its head above the clouds The sides were 
extremely steep, and of such a particular structure, that no 
creature, which was not made in an human figure, could pos- 
sibly ascend it On a sudden there was heard from the top 
of it a sound like that of a trumpet , but so exceeding sweet 
and harmonious, that it filled the hearts of those who heard 
it with raptures, and gave such high and dekghtful sensa- 
tions, as seemed to animate and raise human nature above 
itself. This made me very much amazed to find so very few 
in that innumerable multitude who had ears fine enough to 
hear or relish this music with pleasure, but my wonder 
abated, when, upon looking round me, I saw most of them 
attentive to three Sirens clothed like goddesses, and dis- 
tinguished by the names of Sloth, Ignorance, and Pleasure 
They were seated on three rocks, amidst a beautiful variety 
of groves, meadows, and rivulets, that lay on the borders of 
the mountain While the base and grovelling multitude of 
different nations, ranks, and ages, were listening to these 
delusive deities, those of a more erect aspect and exalted 
spirit separated themselves from the rest, and marched m 
great bodies towards the mountain, from 2 whence they 

1 Plain, that teas covered ] Better say, “plain covered ” — to avoid the 
double relaUve — “ that was covered — which no man could number.” 

3 Prom is redundant, and had better been omitted. 
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heard the sound, which still grew sweeter the more the} 
listened to it 

On a sudden, methought this select band sprang forward, 
with a resolution to climb the ascent, and follow the call of 
that heavenly music Every one took something with him 
that he thought might be of assistance to him m his march 
Several had their swords drawn, some earned rolls of paper 
in their hands, some bad compasses, others quadrants, others 
telescopes, and others pencils; some had laurels on their 
heads, and others buskins on their legs : in short, there was 
scarce any instrument of a mechanic art or liberal science, 
which was not made use of on this occasion hly good 
daemon, who stood at my right hand during the course of 
this whole vision, observing in me a burning desire to join 
that glorious company, told me, he highly approved that 
generous ardour with which I seemed transported , but, at 
the same tune, advised me to cover my face with a mask all 
the while I was to labour on the ascent I took his counsel 
without inquiring into his reasons. The whole body now 
broke into different parties, and began to climb the pre- 
cipice by ten thousand different paths Several got into 
little alleys, which did not reach far up the hill, before they 
ended and led no further : and I observed that most of the 
artisans, which considerably diminished our number, fell 
into these paths 

"We left another considerable body of adventurers behind 
us, who thought they had discovered by-ways up the hill, 
which proved so very intricate and perplexed, that, after 
having advanced in them a little, they were quite lost among 
the several turns and windings ; and though they were as 
active as any in their motions, they made but little progress 
in the ascent These, as my guide informed me, were men 
of subtle tempers, and puzzled politics, who would supply 
the place of real wisdom with cunning and artifice Among 
those who were far advanced in their way, there were 
some that by one false step fell backward, and lost more 
ground in a moment than they had gained for many hours, 
or could be ever able to recover . 1 We were now advanced 
very high, and observed, that all the different paths which 
ran about the sides of the mountain, began to meet in two 

1 1 . e. Were able to be ever able. It should have been, “ or could afl-r 
wards lecoter.” 
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great roads, ■vrliicli insensibly gathered the 1711016 multitude 
into two great bodies At a 'little distance from tbe entrance 
of each road, there stood an hideous phantom, that opposed 
our further passage One of these apparitions had liis right 
v hand filled with darts, which he brandished in the face of all 
f who came up that way Crowds ran back at the appearance 
of it, and cried out, Death The spectre that guarded the 
other road, was Envy , she was not armed with weapons of 
destruction like the former , but by dreadful hissings, noises 
of reproach, and a horrid, distracted laughter, she appeared 
more frightful than death itself, insomuch, that abundance of 
- our company were discouraged from passmg any further, and 
some appeared ashamed of having come so far As for my- 
self, I must confess my heart shrunk within me at the sight 
of these ghastly appearances . but on a sudden, the voice of 
the trumpet came more full upon us, so that we felt a new 
resolution reviving in us , and m proportion as this resolu- 
tion grew, the terrors before us seemed to vanish Most of 
the company who had swords in their hands marched on 
V with great spirit, and an air of defiance, up the road that was 
commanded Dy Death, while others, who had thought and 
contemplation in their looks, went forward in a more com- 
posed manner up the road possessed by Envy The way 
above these apparitions grew smooth and uniform, and was 
so delightful, that the travellers went on with pleasure, and 
m a little time arrived at the top of the mountain They 
here began to breathe 1 a delicious kind of aether, and saw all 
the fields about them covered with a land of purple light, 
that made them reflect with satisfaction on their past toils, 
and diffused a secret joy through the whose assembly, which 
showed itself in every look and feature In the midst of 
these happy fields, there stood a palace of a very glonous 
structure : it had four great folding doors, that faced the 
\ four several quarters of the woild On the top of it was 
' enthroned the goddess of the mountain, who smiled upon her 

1 “ They here began to breathe ” — to “ loot and feature ”] Two or 
three little blemishes, which the reader will observe m this sentence, may 
be removed bj reading thus — “ The} here began to breathe a delicious 
land of a;ther, and saw all the fields about them covered with a [kind of] 
purple light, that made them reflect with satisfaction on then past tods, 
and diffused a secret jo} through the whole assembl}, [which showed itself 
in every look and feature ] — Omitting what is contained between the 
crotchets, for obvious reasons. 
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votaries, and sounded the silver trumpet which had called 
them up, and cheered them in their passage to her palace. 
They had now formed themselves into several divisions, a 
hand of historians taldng their stations at each door, 1 accord- 
ing to the persons whom they were to introduce 

On a sudden the trumpet, -which had hitherto sounded 
only a march, or a point of -war, now swelled all its notes 
into triumph and exultation : the whole fabric shook, and 
the doors flew open The first who stepped forward was 
a beautiful and blooming hero, and as I heard by the mur- 
murs round me, Alexander the Great He was conducted 
by a crowd of historians The person who immediately 
walked before him, was remarkable for an embroidered gar- 
ment, who not being well acquainted with the place, was 
conducting him to an apartment appointed for the reception 
of fabulous heroes The name of this false guide was Quin- 
tus Curtius But Arran and Plutarch, who knew better the 
avenues of this palace, conducted him into the great hall, 
and placed him at the upper end of the first table My good 
daemon, that I might see the whole ceremony, conveyed me 
to a comer of this room, where I might perceive all that 
passed, without bemg seen myself. The next who entered 
was a charming virgin, leading in a venerable old man that 
was blind Under her left arm she bore a harp, and on her 
head a garland. Alexander, who was very well acquainted 
with Homer, stood up at his entrance and placed him on his 
right hand The virgin, who it seems was one of the nine 
sisters that attended on the goddess of Eame, smiled with an 
ineffable grace at their meeting, and retired 

Julius Csesar was now coming forward; and though most 
of the historians offered their service to introduce him, he 
left them at the door, and would have no conductor but 
himself 

The next who advanced, was a man of a homely but cheer- 
ful aspect, and attended by persons of greater figure than 
any that appeared on this occasion Plato was on his right 
hand, and Xenophon on his left He bowed to Homer, find 
sat down by him It was expected that Plato would him- 
self have taken a place next to his master Socrates : but, on a 

* Negligently expressed Better in some such way as this — “ a band 
of historians, whose office it was to introduce their respective worthies , tak- 
ing their stations at each door." 
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sudden there was heard a great clamour of disputants at the 
door, who appeared with Aristotle at the head of them 
That philosopher, with some rudeness, hut great strength of 
reason, convinced the whole table, that a title to the fifth 
place was his due, and took it accordingly. 

He had scarce sat down, when the same beautiful virgin 
that had introduced Homer brought m another, who hung 
hack at the entrance, and would have excused himself, had 
not his modesty been overcome by the invitation of all who 
sat at the table His guide and behaviour made me easily 
conclude it was Yirgil Cicero next appeared, and took his 

S ince He had inquired at the door for Lucceius to mtro- 
nce him ; hut not finding him there, he contented himself 
with the attendance of many other writers, who all (except 
Sallust) appeared highly pleased with the office 
"We waited some tame in expectation of the next worthy, 
who came m with a great retinue of historians, whose names 
I could not learn, most of them being natives of Carthage 
The person thus conducted, who was Hannibal, seemed much 
disturbed, and could not forbear complaining to the hoard of 
the affronts he had met with among the Boman historians, 
who attempted, says he, to carry me into the subterraneous 
apartment ; and, perhaps, would have done it, had it not been 
for the impartiality of this gentleman, pointing to Polybius, 
who was the only person, except my own countrymen, that 
was willing to conduct me hither 

The Carthaginian took his seat, and Pompey entered with 
great dignity m his own person, and preceded 1 by several 
historians Lucan the poet was at the head of them who, 
observing Homer and A lrgil at the table, was going to sit 
down himself, had not the latter whispered him. That what- 
ever pretence he might otherwise have had, he forfeited his 
claim to it by coming in as one of the historians Lucan 
was so exasperated with the repulse, that he muttered some- 
thing to himselfj and was heard to say, That since he could 
not have a seat among them himself he would bring in one, 
who, alone, had more merit than their whole assembly : upon 
which he went to the door, and brought m Cato of Utica 
That great man approached the company with such an air, 
that 2 showed he contemned the honour which he laid a claim 


1 And preceded ] Omit “and” or Insert "teas” before “ preceded l" 
* That ] It should be “at ” 
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to Observing the seat opposite to Caesar was vacant, be 
took possession of it ; and spoke two or three smart sen- 
tences upon the nature of precedency, Inch, according to 
him, consisted not in place, but in intrinsic merit ; to which 
he added, That the most virtuous man, wherever he was 
seated, was always at the upper end of the table Socrates, 
who had a great spirit of raillery with his wisdom, could not 
forbear smiling at a virtue which took so little pains to make 
itself agreeable Cicero took the occasion to make a long 
discourse in praise of Cato, which he uttered with much 
vehemence Caesar answered with a great deal of seem- 
ing temper, but as I stood at a great distance from them, I 
was not able to hear one word of what they said 1 But I 
could not forbear taking notice, that in all the discourse 
which passed at the -table, a n ord or a nod from Ilomer de- 
cided the controversy 

After a short pause, Augustus appeared looking round 
him with a serene and affable countenance upon all the 
writers of his age, who strove among themselves which ot 
them should show him the greatest marks of gratitude and 
respect Virgil rose from the table to meet him , and 
though he 3 was an acceptable guest to all, he appeared more 
such to the learned than the military worthies The next 
man astonished the whole table with his appearance , he 
was slow, solemn, and silent m his behaviour, and wore a 
raiment curiously wrought with hieroglyphics As he came 
into the middle of the room, he threw back the skirt of it, 
and discovered a golden thigh Socrates, at the sight of it, 
declared against keeping company with any who were not 
made of flesh and blood ; and therefore desired Diogenes the 
Laertian to lead him to the apartment allotted for fabulous 
heroes, and worthies of dubious existence At his going out, 
he told them, that they did not know whom they dismissed ; 
that he was now Pythagoras, the first of philosophers, and 
that formerly he had been a very brave man at the siege of 
Troy That may be very true, said Socrates , but you for- 
get that you have likewise been a very great harlot in your 
time This exclusion made way for Archimedes, who came 

1 Alluding to the two famous pieces, entitled, " Cato," and, “ Anti. 
Cato" tvluch ha-ie not come, down to us 

2 Though Ae,] t e. Augustus To avoid the ambiguity, read, “ and 
though this great emperor was ” 
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fonvard with a scheme of mathematical figures m his hand , 
among which I observed a cone or cylinder 

Seeing this table full. I desired my guide for variety to lead 
me to the fabulous apartment, 1 the roof of which was pann- 
ed with gorgons, chimeras, and centaurs, with many other 
emblematical figures, which I wanted both time and skill to 
unriddle The first table was almost full. At the upper 
end sat Hercules, leaning an arm upon his club 2 On his 
right hand were Achilles and Ulysses, and between them 
./Eneas On his left were Hector, Theseus, and Jason 
The lower end had Orpheus, iEsop, Phalans, and Musteus 
The ushers seemed at a loss for a twelfth man, when me- 
thought, to my great joy and surprise, I heard some at the 
lower end of the table mention Isaac Bickerstaff , but those 
of the upper end received it with disdain, and said, if tliev 
must have a British worthy, they would have Bobm Hood 
“ TFlule 3 1 was transported with the honour that was done 
me, and burning with envy against my competitor, I was 
awakened by the noise of the cannon, which were then fired 
for the taking of Mons I should have been very much 
troubled at being thrown out of so p leasing a vision on any 
occasion; but thought it an agreeable change to have mV 
thoughts diverted from the greatest among the dead and 
fabulous heroes, to the most famous among the real and the 
living.” 
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From my own Apartment , October 25 

"When* I came home last night, my servant delivered mo 
the following letter * 

~ “Sib, Oct 24 

I have orders from Sir Harry Quickset of Staffordshire, 
Bart . to acquaint you, that his honour Sir Harry himself, Sir 

1 Fabulous apartment, the roof of which, &c ] Read and point thus 
“ Fabulous apartment The roof of it was,” &c 

* To lean, rest, &c , are neutTal, not transitive verbs It should be, 
“leaning with an arm upon his club,” or rather, * leaning upon his cluo " 

1 This last paragraph was written by Sir i? Steele T. 
von ii c 
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Giles ‘Wheelbarrow, 3£nt , Thomas Bentfree, Esq., justice of 
the quorum, Andrew Windmill, Esq, and Mr Nicholas 
Doubt of the Inner Temple, Sir Harry’s grandson, will wait 
upon you at the hour of nine to-morrow morning, being 
Tuesday the 25th of October, uponbusmess which Sir Harry 
will impart to you by word of mouth. I thought it proper 
to acquaint you before-hand so many persons of quality 
came, that you might not be surprised therewith Winch, 
concludes, though by many years’ absence since I saw you at 
Stafford, unknown, 

“ Sir, your most humble servant, 

“ Joiest Tnnirrr.” 

I received this message with less surprise than I believe 
Mr. Thrifty imagined , for I knew the good company too 
well to feel any palpitations at their approach • but I was in 
very great concern how I should adjust the ceremonial, and 
demean myself to all these great men, who perhaps had not 
seen anything above themselves for these twenty years last 
past I am sure that is the case of Sir Harry. Besides 
which, I was sensible that there was a great point in adjusting 
my behaviour to the simple squire, so as to give him satis- 
faction, and not disoblige the justice of the quorum 

The hour of nine was come this morning, and I had no 
sooner set chairs (by the stewards’ letter) and fixed my tea 
equipage, but I heard a knock at my door, which was opened, 
but no one entered, after which followed a long silence, 
which was broke at last by, “ Sir, I beg your pardon ; I think 
I know better and another voice, “ Nay, good Sir Giles — ” 
. I looked out from my window, and saw the good company all 
with their hats off, and arms spread, offering the door to 
each other. After many offers, they entered with much so- 
lemnity, in the order Mr Thrifty was so kind as to name 
them to me But they are now got to my chamber door, 
and I saw my old friend Sir Harry enter I met him with 
all the respect due to so reverend a vegetable , for you are 
to know, that is my sense of a person who remains idle in 
the same place for half a century I got him with great suc- 
cess mto his chair by the fire, without throwing down any 
of my cups. The knight-bachelor told me, he had a great 
respect for my whole famfiy, and would, with my leave, place 
himself next to Sir Harry, at whose right hand he had sat at 
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every quarter-sessions this thirty years, unless he was sick 
The steward in the rear whispered the young Templar, “ That 
is true to my knowledge ” I had th*e misfortune, as they 
stood cheek by jole, to desire the squire to sit down before 
the justice of the quorum , to the no small satisfaction of the 
former, and resentment of the latter : hut I saw my error 
too late, and got them as soon as I could into their seats. 
“ "Well, (said I.) gentlemen, after 1 have told you how glad I 
am of this great honour, I am to desire you to drink a dish 
of tea ” They answered, one and all, that “ They never drank 
team a morning'’ £ ‘ hTot in a morning!” said L staring 
round me TTpon which the pert jackanapes 2\ick Doubt 
tipped me the wink, and put out his tongue at his grand- 
father. Here followed a profound silence, when the steward 
in his hoots and whip proposed that we should adjourn to 
some public-house, where everybody might call tor what 
they pleased, and enter upon the busmess "We all stood up 
in an instant, and Sir Harry filed off from the left very dis- 
creetly. counter-marching behind the chairs towards the 
door : after him. Sir Giles in the same manner. The simple 
squire made a sudden start to follow: but the justice of the 
quorum whipped between upon the stand of the stairs A 
maid going up with coals made us halt and put us into such 
confusion, that we stood all m a heap without any visible 
possibility of recovering our order: for the young jacka- 
napes seemed to make a jest of this matter, and had so con- 
trived. by pressing amongst us under pretence of making way, 
that his grandfather was got into the middle, and he knew 
nobody was of quality to stir a step, till Sir Harry moved 
first TTe were fixed in this perplexity for some time till 
we heard a very loud noise m the street , and Sir Harry ask- 
ing what it was I, to make them move, said it was fire 
Upon this, all run down as fast as they could, without order 
or ceremony, till we got into the street, where we dreu up 
. in very good order, and filed off down Sheer Lane the im- 
pertinent Templar driving us before him as in a string, and 
pointing to his acquaintance who passed by 

I must confess. I love to use people according to their 
own sense of good breeding, and therefore whipped m be- 
tween the justice and the simple squire He could not pro- 
perly take this ill , but I overheard him wlusper the steward. 
“ That he thought it hard that a common conjurer should 
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take place of him, though an elder squire ” In this order wo 
marched down Sheer Lane, at the upper end of which I lodge. 
"When we came to Temple Bar, Sir Harry and Sir Giles got 
over , hut a run of coaches kept the rest of us on this side the 
street • however, we all at last landed, and drew up m very 
good order before Ben Tooke’s shop, who favoured our ral- 
lying with great humanity From hence we proceeded again, 
till we came to Dick’s Coffee-house, where I designed to 
cany them Here we were at our old difficulty, and took 
up the street upon the same ceremony. "We proceeded 
through the entry, and were so necessarily kept m order by 
the situation, that we were now got into the coffee-house it- 
self, where, as soon as we arrived, we repeated our civilities 
to each other , after which, we marched up to the high table, 
which has an ascent to it enclosed in the middle of the room. 
The whole house was alarmed at this entry, made up of per- 
sons of so much state and rusticity Sir Harry called for a 
mug of ale, and Dyer’s Letter The boy brought the ale in 
an instant : but said, they did not take m the Letter “ Ho 1 
(says Sir Harry,) then take back your mug ; we are like in- 
deed to have good liquor at this house ” Here the Templar 
tipped me a second wink, and if I had not looked very grave 
upon him, I found he was disposed to be very familiar with 
me In short, I observed after a long pause, that the gen- 
tlemen did not care to enter upon business till after their 
morning draught, for which reason I called for a bottle of 
mum , and finding that had no effect upon them, I ordered 
a second, and a third : after which, Sir Harry reached over 
to me, and told me in a low voice, that the place was too 
public for busmess ; but he would call upon me again to- 
morrow morning at my own lodgings, and bring some more 
friends with him — 

[Sir Richard Steele assisted in this paper.* T ] 


* One sees this by the pertness of the manner m nhich many parts of 
it are composed The scene described is, however, pleasant enough : 
but why so much pams here, and elsewhere, to throw contempt on rural 
Knights and Squires * a set of men better stationed on their own estates, 
than in courts and great cities ; and more estimable, by far, with all their 
rusticities, and (what offended Mr Addison and his coadjutor more) with 
all their party prejudices, at that time about them, than their finer sons, 
whose good-breeding hath eaten out every other virtue, and made them 
too pobte to endure the country air, or the conversation of their neigh- 
bours and tenants 
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From my oxen Apartment, October 31. 

I tvas tins morning awakened by a sudden shake of the 
house ; and as soon as I had got a little out of my constern- 
ation, I felt another, which was followed by two or three 
repetitions of the same convulsion I got up as fast as pos- 
sible, girt on my rapier, and snatched up my hat, when my 
landlady came up to me, and told me that the gentlewoman 
of the next house begged me to step thither; for that a 
lodger she had taken m was run mack and she desired my 
advice ; as indeed everybody m the whole lane does upon 
important occasions X am not, like some artists, saucy, be- 
cause I can be beneficial, but went immediately. Our neigh- 
bour told us, she had the day before let her second floor to 
a veiy genteel, youngish man, who told her he kept extra- 
ordinary good hours, and was generally at home most part 
of the morning and evening at study ; t>ut that this morning 
he had for an hour together made this extravagant noise 
which we then heard I went upstairs with my hand upon 
the hilt of my rapier, and approached this new lodger’s door 
I looked in at the key-hole, and there X saw a u ell-made man 
look with great attention on a book, and on a sudden jump 
into the air so high, that his head almost touched the ceiling 
He came down safe on his right foot and again flew up, 
alighting on his left ; then looked again at his book, and 
holding out his right leg. put it into such a quivering mo- 
tion, that I thought he would have shaked it off He used 
the left after the same manner , when on a sudden to my 
great surprise he stooped himself incredibly low, and turned 
gently on his toes After this circular motion he continued 
bent in that humble posture for some time, looking on his 
book. After this he recovered himself by a sudden spring, 
and flew round the room in all the violence and disorder 
imaginable, till he made a foil pause for want of breath In 
this interim my woman asked what I thought : I whispered, 
that I thought this learned person an enthusiast, who pos- 
sibly had his first education in the peripatetic way. which 
was a sect of philosophers who always studied when walking. 
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But observing him much out of breath, X thought it the best 
time to master him if he were disordered, and knocked at his 
door I was surprised to find him open it, and say, with great 
civility and good mien, “ That he hoped he had not disturbed 
us ” *1 believed him m a lucid interval, and desired he would 
please to let me see his book. He did so, smiling. I could 
not make anything of it, and therefore asked in what lan- 
guage it was writ He said, “ It was one he studied with 
great application ; but it was his profession to teach it, and 
could not communicate his knowledge without a consider- 
ation ” I answered. “ That I hoped lie would hereafter keep 
his thoughts to himself : for his meditation this morning had 
cost me three coffee dishes and a clean pipe He seem- 
ed concerned at that, and told me he was a dancing-master, 
and had been reading a dance or two before he went out, 
which had been written by one who taught at an academy 
in Trance He observed me at a stand, and went on to in- 
form me, *• That now articulate motions, as well as sounds, 
were expressed by proper characters ; and that there is 
nothing so common as to communicate a dance by a letter.” 
I beseeched bun hereafter to meditate in a ground-room, 
for that otherwise it would be impossible for an artist of 
any other kind to live near him . and that I was sure, several 
of Ins thoughts this morning would have shaken my spectacles 
off my nose, had I been myself at study. 

X then took my leave of this virtuoso, and returned to my 
chamber, meditating on the various occupations of rational 
creatures 
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— Amoto quffiramus sera ludo. Hob 

— -The joining of pleasure and pain together in such devices, 
seems to me the only pointed thought I ever read which is 
natural , and it must have proceeded from its being the uni- 
versal sense and experience of mankind, that they have all 
spoken of it in the same manner. I have in my own rea din g 
■remarked an hundred and three epigrams, fifty odes, and 
ninety-one sentences, tending to this sole purpose. 

It is certain, there is no other passion which does produce 
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sucli contrary effects m so great a degree , but tins may be 
said for lore,* that if you strike it out of the soul, life would 
be insipid, and our being but half animated Human nature 
would sink into deadness and lethargy, if not quickened with 
some active principle ; and as for all others, whether ambition, 
envy, or avarice, which are apt to possess the mind m the 
absence of this passion, it must be allowed that they have 
greater pains, without the compensation of such exquisite 
pleasures as those we find m love The great skill is to 
heighten the satisfactions, and deaden the sorrows of it, 
which has been the end of many of my labours, and shall 
continue to be so for the service of the world m general, and 
in particular of the fair sex, who are always the best or the 
worst part of it It is pity that a passion, which has m it 
a capacity of making life happy, should not be cultivated to 
the utmost advantage Season, prudence, and good-nature, 
rightly applied, can thoroughly accomplish this great end, pro- 
vided they have always a real and constant love to work upon 
But this subject I shall treat more at large in the history of 
my married sister , and in the mean time shall conclude my 
reflection on the pains and pleasures which attend this pas- 
sion with one of the finest allegories which I think I liai e 
ever read It is invented by the divine Plato, and to show the 
opinion he himself had of it, ascribed by him to his admired 
Socrates, whom he represents as discoursing with his friends, 
and giving the history of Love in the following manner • 

“ At the birth of Beauty (says he) there was a great feast 
made, and many guests invited among the rest, was the god 
Plenty, who was the son of the goddess Prudence, and inhe- 
rited many of Ins mother’s virtues After a full entertain- 
ment, he retired mto the garden of Jupiter, which was hung 
with a great variety of ambrosial fruits, and seems to have 
been a very proper retreat for such a guest In the mean 
tune, an unhappy female, called Poverty, having heard of this 
great feast, repaired to it, in hopes of finding relief The 
first place she lights upon was Jupiter’s garden, which ge- 
nerally stands open to people of all conditions Poverty 
enters, and by chance finds the god Plenty asleep in it 
She was immediately fired with Ins charms, laid herself down 
by his side, and managed matters so well that she conceived 
a child by linn The world was very much m suspense upon 
the occasion, ana could not imagine to themselves what 
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•would be the nature of an infant that was to have its original 
from two such parents At the last, the child appears ; and 
who should it he hut Lore This infant grew up, and proved 
in all his behaviour what he really was, a compound of op- 
posite "beings As he is the son of Plenty, (who was the off- 
spring of Prudence,) he is subtle, intriguing, full of stratagems 
and devices , as the son of Poverty, he is fawning, begging, 
serenading, delighting to lie at a threshold, or beneath a 
, window By the father he is audacious, full of hopes, con- 
scious of ment, and therefore quick of resentment by the 
mother, he is doubtful, timorous, mean-spirited, fearful of . 
offending, and abject in submission In the same hour you 
may see hrm transported with raptures, talking of immortal 
pleasures, and appearing satisfied as a god , ana immediately 
after, as the mortal mother prevails in his composition, you 
behold him pining, languishing, despairing, dying ” 

I have been always wonderfully delighted with fables, al- 
legories, and the like inventions-, which the politest and the 
best instructors of mankind have always made use of: they 
, take off from the seventy of instruction, and enforce it at 
the same fame that they conceal it • the supposing Love to 
be conceived immediately after the birth of Beauty, tbe pa- 
rentage of Plenty, and the inconsistency of this passion with 
itself so naturally denved to it, are great master-strokes in 
this fable , and if they fell into good hands, might furnish out 
a more pleasing canto than any in Spencer 
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“ Deae Sib, 

I believe this is the first letter that was ever sent you 
from the middle region, where I am at this present writing 
Not to keep you in suspense, it comes to you from tbe top 
of the highest mountain in Switzerland, where I am now 
shivering among the eternal frosts and snows I can scarce 
forbear dating it in December, though they call it the first of 
August at the bottom of the mountain I assure you, I can 
hardly keep my ink from freezing in the middle of the dog- 
days I am here entertained with the prettiest variety of snow', 
prospects that you can imagine, and have several pits of it 
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before me that are very near as old as tbe mountain itself; 
for m tins country, it is as lasting as marble X am now 
upon a spot of it, which they tell me fell about tbe reign of 
Charlemain or King Pepin The inhabitants of tbe country 
are as great curiosities as the country itself: they generally 
hire themselves out in their youth, and if they are musquet- 
proof till about fifty, they brrng home the money they have 
got, and the limbs they have left, to pass the rest of their 
tune among their native mountains One of the gentlemen 
of the place, who is come off with the loss of an eye only, 
told me by way of boast, that there were now seven wooden 
legs in his family . and that for these four generations there 
had not been one in his line that earned a whole body with 
him to the grave I believe yon will think the style of this 
letter a little extraordinary ; but the rehearsal will tell you, 
that ‘ people in clouds must not be confined to speak sense ; ’ 
and I hope, we that are above them, may claim the same 
privilege "Wherever I am, I shall always be, 

“ Sir, your most obedient. 

Most humble servant ” 

From my oicn Apartment, November 11 

I had several hints and advertisements from unknown 
hands, that some, who are enemies to my labours, design to 
demand the fashionable way of satisfaction for the disturb- 
ance my lucubrations have given them I confess as things 
now stand, I do not know how to deny such hunters, and 
am preparing myself accordingly • I have bought pumps and 
files and am every morning practising in my chamber. My 
neighbour, the dancing-master, has demanded of me, why I 
take this liberty, since I would not allow it him ? But I 
answered, his was an act of an indifferent nature, and mine 
of necessity. My late treatises against duels have so fcr dis- 
obliged the fraternity of the noble science of defence, that I 
can get none of them to show me so much as one pass I 
am therefore obliged to learn my book, and have accordingly 
several volumes, wherein all the postures are exactly de- 
lineated I must confess, I am shy of letting people see me 
at this exercise, because of my flannel waistcoat and my 
spectacles, -which I am forced to fix on, the better to observe 
the posture of the enemy. 

I have upon my chamber-walls, drawn at frill length, the 
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figures of all sorts of men, from eight ibntAoJduepJbot two 
inclies Within this height I take it, that all the fighting 
men of Great Britain are comprehended But as I push, I 
make allowances for my “being of a lank and sparf body, and 
hare chalked out in every figure my own dimensions , for I \ 
scorn to rob any man of his life, or to take advantage of his 
breadth therefore I press purely in a line down from his 
nose, and take no more of lnm to assault than he has of me : 
for to speak impartially, if a lean fellow wounds a fat one in 
any part to the right or left, whether it he in carle or in 
tierce, beyond the dimensions of the said lean fellow’s own 
breadth, I take it to he murder, and such a murder as is be- 
low a gentleman to commit As I am spare, I am also very 
tall, nnrl behave myself with relation to that advantage with 
the same punctilio , and I am ready to stoop or stand, ac- 
cording to the stature of my adversary I must confess, I 
have had great success this morning, and have hit every 
figure round the room in a mortal part, without receiving 
the least hurt, except a little scratch by falling on my face, 
in pushing at one at the lower end of my chamber , but I 1 
recovered so quick, and jumped so nimbly into my guard, 
that if he had been alive, he could not have hurt me It is 
confessed, I have writ against duels with some warmth : but 
in all my discourses, I have not ever said, that I knew how 
a gentleman could avoid a duel if he were provoked to it ; 
and since that custom is now become a law, 1 know nothing 
but the legislative power, with new animadversions upon it, 
can put us in a capacity of denying challenges, though we 
are afterwards hanged for it But no more of this at pre- 
sent As things stand, I shall put up no more affronts; 
and I shall be so far from taking ill words that I will not 
take ill looks. I therefore warn all young hot fellows, not 
to look hereafter more terrible than their neighbours , for if 
they stare at me with their hats cocked higher than other J : 
people, I won’t bear it Nay, I give warning to all people 
in general to look kindly at me , for I ’ll bear no frowns, 
even from ladies , and if any woman pretends to look scorn- 
fully at me, 1 shall demand satisfaction of the next of km of 
the masculine gender. 

[Sir Richard Steele assisted in this paper 1 T,] 


1 It may be so ; but I believe his share in it n as iery small. 
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Illud maxima rarum genus est eorum, qui aut excellente ingemi magnitu- 
dme, aut prrcclari eruditione atque doctrmS, aut utraque re omati, 
spatxum deliberandi iabuerunt, quern potissimum nUo cursum seqrn 
vellent Tul Ofpic 

From my own Apartment , November 21. 

Hatdtg swept away prodigious multitudes in one of my • 
late papers, and brought a great destruction upon my own' 
species, I must endeavour m tins to raise fresh recruits, and, 
it possible, to supply the places of the unborn and the de- 
ceased It is said of Xerxes, that when he stood upon a hill, 
and saw the whole country round him cot ered with his army, 
he burst out in tears, to think 1 that not one of that multi- 
tude would be alive a hundred years after Eor my part, 
when I take a survey of this populous city, I can scarce for- 
bear weeping, to see how few of its inhabitants are now living 
It was with this thought that I drew up my las t bill of mor- 
tality , and endeavoured to set out m it the great number of 
persons who have perished by a distemper (commonly known 
by the name of idleness) which has long raged m the world, 
and destroys more m every great town than the plague has 
done at Dantzic To repair the mischief it has done, and 
stock the world with a betteT race of mortals, I have more 
hopes of bringing to life those that are young than of re- 
viving those that are old Eor which reason, I shall here 
set down that noble allegory which was written by an old 
author called ’ Prodicus , but recommended and embellished 
by Socrates It is the description of Virtue and Pleasure, 
making their court to Hercules under the appearances of two 
beautiful women 

“ "When Hercules (says the divine moralist) was in that 
part of his youth m which it was natural for lnm to con- 
sider what course of life he ought to pursue, he one day 
retired into a desert, where the silence and solitude of the 
place very much favoured Ins meditations As he was musing 
on his present condition, and very much perplexed in him- 
self on the state of life he should choose, he saw two women 
of a larger stature than ordinary approaching towards him. 

1 In tears to think ] Better, — “ into tears on reflecting ” 
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One of them had a very noble air and graceful deportment-; 
her beauty was natural and easy, her person clean and un- 
spotted, her eyes cast towards the ground "with an agreeable 
reserve, her motion and behaviour full of modesty, and her 
raiment as white as snow. The other had a great deal of 4 
health and flondness 1 m her countenance, which she had 
helped with an artificial white and red, and endeavoured to 
appear more graceful that ordinary in her mien, by a mixture 
of affectation in all her gestures She had a wonderful con- 
fidence and assurance in her looks, and all the variety of 
colours m her dress that she thought were the most proper 
to show her complexion to an advantage She cast her eye3 
upon herself, then turned them on those that were present, 
to see how they liked her, and often looked on the figure 
she made in her own shadow. Upon her nearer approach to 
Hercules, she stepped before the other lady, (who came for- 
ward with a regular, composed carnage,) and running up to 
- him, accosted mm after the following manner : 

“ My dear Hercules, (says she,) I find you are very much 
divided in your own thoughts upon the way of life you ought 
to choose : be my friend, and follow me , I ’ll lead you into 
r the possession of pleasure, and out of the reach of pain, and 
remove you from all the noise and disq uietu de of busmess. 

The affairs of either war or peace shalThave no power to 
disturb you Tour whole employment shall be to make 
your life easy, and to entertain every sense with its proper 
gratification. Sumptuous tables, beds of roses, clouds of 
perfumes, consorts of music, crowds of beauties, are all in 
a readiness to receive you Come along with me into this 
region of delights, this world of pleasure, and bid farewell 
for ever to care, to pain, to business — ■* 

“Hercules, hearing the lady talk after this manner, 
desired to know her name, to which she answered, ‘My 
friends, and those who are well acquainted with me, call me 
Happiness; but my enemies, and those who would injure 
my reputation, have given me the name of Pleasure 5 

“ By this time the other lady was come up, who addressed 
herself to the young hero in a very different manner. 

“ ‘ Hercules, (says she,) I offer myself to you, because I 
know you are descended from the gods, and give proofs of that 

1 Health and flondness ] Beltsr, perhaps, — “ a great deal of florid 
health .” 
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descent by your love to virtue, and application to tlie studies 

H er for your age This mates me hope you -mil gam, 
for yourself and me, an immortal reputation But be- 
fore I invite you into my society and friendship, I mil be 
open and smcere with you, and must lay down this as an 
established truth, that there is nothing truly valuable which 
can be purchased without pains and labour. The gods have 
set a price upon everv real and noble pleasure If you would 
gam the favour of the deity, you must be at the pams of 
worshipping him , if the friendship of good men, you must 
study to oblige them • if you would be honoured by your 
country, you must take care to serve it In short, if* you 
would be emment m war or peace, you must become master 
of all the qualifications that can make you so These are 
the only terms and conditions upon which I can propose 
happmess ’ 

“The goddess of Pleasure here broke m upon her dis- 
course • ‘ You see, (said she,) Hercules, by her own confes- 
sion, the way to her pleasure is long and difficult, whereas 
that which I propose is short and easy.’ 

“ ‘ Alas, (said the other lady, whose visage glowed with a 
passion made up of scorn and pity,) what are the pleasures 
you propose ? to eat before you are hungry, dnnk before vou 
are athirst, sleep before you are tired, to gratify appetites 
before they are raised, and raise such appetites as nature 
never planted You never heard the most delicious music, 
which is the praise of one’s self, nor saw the most beautiful 
object, which is the work of one’s own hands Your votaries 
pass away their youth m a dream of mistaken pleasures, 
while they are hoarding up a nguish , torment, and remorse for 
old age As for me, I am the friend of gods and of good 
men, an agreeable companion to the artisan, an household 
guardian to the fathers of families, a patron and protector of 
servants, and associate m all true ana generous friendships. 
The banquets of my votaries are never costly, but always de- 
licious ; for none eat or dnnk at them who are not invited 
by hunger and thirst Their slumbers are sound and their 
wakings cheerful Sly young men have the pleasure of 
hearing themselves praised by those who are m years ; and 
those who are in years of bemg honoured by those who are 
young In a word, my followers are favoured by the gods, 
beloved by their acquaintance, esteemed by their coun* 
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try and (after the close of their labours) honoured by pos- 
terity ” 

"We know, by the life of this honourable hero, to which of 
these two ladies he gave up his heart : and I believe, every one 
who reads this will ao him the justice to approve his choice. 

I very much admire the speeches of these ladies, as con- 
taining in them the chief arguments for a life of virtue, or a 
life of pleasure, that could enter into the thoughts of an 
heathen ; but am particularly pleased with the different 
figures he gives the two goddeses Our modem auth ors have 
represented Pleasure or Vice with an alliiriiig face, but end- 
ing in snakes and monsters . here she appears in all the 
charms of beauty, though they are all false and borrowed : 
and by that means, composes a vision entirely natural and 
pleasing 

I have translated this allegory for the benefit of the youth 
of Great Britain ; and particularly of those who are still m 
the deplorable state of non-existence, and whom I most 
earnestly entreat to come into the world Let my embryos 
show the least inclination to any smgle virtue, and I snail 
allow it to be a struggling towards birth I do not expect 
of them, that, like the hero in the foregoing stoiy, they 
should go about as soon as they are born, with a club m 
their hands, and a lion’s skin on their shoulders, to root out 
monsters, and destroy tyrants ; but, as the finest author of 
all antiquity has said upon this very occasion, Though a man 
has not the abilities to distinguish himself m the most shin- 
ing parts of a great character, he has certainly the capacity 
of being just, faithful, modest, and temperate 1 
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Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt Satunna regna Virg 

Sheer Lane , November 28. 

I was last week taking a solitary walk in the garden of 
Lincoln’s Inn, (a favour that is indulged me by several of 
the benchers who are my intimate friends, and grown old 

* This whole paper, on a subject which the author had much at heart, 
is well and accurately written 
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•witli me in this neighbourhood,) "when, according to the 
nature of men in years, who have made but little progress in 
the advancement of their fortune or their fame I was re- 
pining at the sudden rise of many persons who are my 
juniors, and indeed at the unequal distribution of wealth, 
honour, and all other blessings of life I was lost m this 
thought, when the night came upon me, and drew my mind 
into a far more agreeable contemplation The heaven above 
me appeared in all its glories, ana presented me with such an 
hemisphere of stars, as made the most agreeable prospect 
imaginable to one who dehghts m the study of nature It 
happened to be a freezing night, which had punfied the 
whole body of air into such a bright, transparent aether, as 
made every constellation visible , and at the same time gave 
such a particular glowing to the stars, that I thought it the 
richest sky I had ever seen I could not behold a scene so 
wonderfully adorned and lighted up, (if I may be allowed 
that expression,) without suitable meditations on the Author 
of such illustrious and amazing objects For on these occa- 
sions, philosophy suggests motives to religion, and religion 
adds pleasures to philosophy 

As soon as I had recovered my usual temper and serenity 
of soul, I retired to my lodgings with the satisfaction of hav- 
ing passed away a few hours m the proper employments of 
a reasonable creature, and promising myself that my slumbers 
would be sweet I no sooner fell into them, but I dreamed 
a dream, or saw a vision, (for I know not which to call it ) that 
seemed to nse out of my evening meditation, and had some- 
thing in it so solemn and serious, that I cannot forbear 
communicating it ; though I must confess, the wildness of 
imagination (which m a dream is always loose and irregular) 
discovers itself too much m several parts of it 

Methought I saw the azure sky diversified with the same 
glorious luminaries which had entertained me a little before 
I fell asleep Iwas looking very attentively on that sign m 
the heavens which is called by the name of the Balance when 
on a sudden there appeared in it an extraordinary light, as if 
the sun should rise at midnight By its increasing in breadth 
and lustre, I soon found that it approached towards the earth, 
and at length could discern something like a shadow hover- 
ing m the midst of a great glory, which in a little time 
after I distinctly perceived to be the figure of a woman I 
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fancied at first it might have been the Angel or Intelligence 
that guided the constellation from which it descended ; hut 
upon a nearer view, I saw about her all the emblems with 
which the -Goddess of Justice is usually described Her 
countenance was unspeakably awful and majestic, but exqui- 
sitely beautiful to those whose eyes were strong enough to 
behold it ; her smiles transported with rapture, her frowns 
terrified to despair She held m her hand a mirror endowed 
with the same qualities as that which the painters put into 
the hand of Truth. 

There streamed from it a light, which distinguished itself 
from all the splendours that surrounded her, more than a 
flash of lightning shines m the midst of day-light As she 
moved it in her hand, it brightened the heavens, the air, or 
the earth "When she had descended so low as to be seen 
and heard by mortals, to make the pomp of her appearance 
more supportable, she threw darkness and clouds about her, 
that tempered the light into a thousand beautiful shades 
and colours and multiplied that lustre, which was before too 
strong and dazzling, into a variety of milder glones 

In the mean tune the world was in an alarm, and all the 
inhabitants of it gathered together upon a spacious plain ; so 
that I seemed to have all the species before my eyes A 
voice was heard from the clouds, declaring the intention of 
this visit, which was to restore and appropriate to every one 
living what, was his due The fear and hope, joy and sorrow, 
which appeared in that great assembly after this solemn de- 
claration, are not to be expressed The first edict was then 
pronounced, “ That all titles and claims to nches and estates, 
or to any parts of them, should be immediately vested in the 
rightful owner ” Upon this, the inhabitants of the earth 
held up the instruments of their tenure, whether in parchment, 
paper, wax, or any other form of conveyance , and as the 
goddess moved the mirror of truth which she held m her 
hand, so' that the light which flowed from it fell upon the 
multitude, they examined the several instruments by the 
beams of it The rays of this mirror had a particular quality 
of setting fire to all forgery and falsehood The blaze of 
papers, the melting of seals, and crackling of parchments, 
made a very odd scene The fire very often ran through 
two or three lines only, and then stopped , though I could 
not but observe, that the flame chiefly broke out among tho 
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interlineations and codicils The light of the mirror, as it 
•was turned up and down, pierced into all the dark comers 
and recesses of the universe, and by that means detected 
many writings and records which had been hidden or buried 
by time, chance, or design This occasioned a wonderful 
re\ olution among the people. At the same time, the spoils 
of extortion, fraud, and robbery, with all the fruits of bnbeiy 
and corruption, were thrown together mto a prodigious pile, 
that almost reached to the clouds, and was called the .Mount 
of Restitution ; to which all injured persons were invited, to 
receive what belonged to them 

One might see crowds of people in tattered garments come 
up, and change clothes with others that were dressed with 
lace and embroidery Several who were plums, or vexy near 
it, became men of moderate fortunes ; and many others, who 
were overgrown in wealth and possessions, had no more left 
than what they usually spent "What moved my concern 
most was, to see a certain street of the greatest credit in 


Europe from one end to the other become bankrupt 
i The next command was, for the whole body of mankind 
to separate themselves into their proper families which u as 
no sooner done, but an edict was issued out, requiring all 
children “ to repair to their true and natural fathers ” This 
put a great part of the assembly in motion, for as the 
mirror was moved over them, it inspired every one with such 
a natural instinct, as directed them to their real parents It 
was a very melancholy spectacle to see the fathers of very 
large families become vacant, and bachelors undone by a 
charge of sons and daughters Tou might see a presumptive 
heir of a great estate ask blessing of his coachman, and a 
celebrated toast paying her duty to a valet de cbambre 
Many under vows of celibacy appeared surrounded with a 
numerous issue This change of parentage would have 
caused great lamentation, but that the calamity was pretty' 
common ; and that generally those who lost their children, 
had the satisfaction of seemg them put mto the hands of 
their dearest friends Men were no sooner settled m their 


right to their possessions and their progeny, but there was 
a third order proclaimed, “ That all the posts of dignity and 
honour in the universe should be conferred on persons of 
the greatest merit, abilities, and perfection ” Thp hand- 
some, the strong, and the wealthy, immediately pressed for- 
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■ward, but not being able to bear tlic splendour of the 
mirror which played upon their faces, they immediately fell 
back among tbe crowd • but as the goddess tried the multi- 
tude by her glass, as tbe eagle does its youug ones by the 
lustre of the sun, it was remarkable, that every one turned 
away his face from it, who had not distinguished himself 
either by virtue, knowledge or capacity in business, either 
military ’or civil This select assembly was drawn up m the 
centre of a prodigious multitude, which was diffused on all 
sides, and stood observing them, as idle people use to gather 
about a regiment that are exercising their arms They were 
drawn up in three bodies : m the first, were the men of 
virtue ; in the second, men of knowledge , and in the third, 
the men of business It was impossible to look at the first 
column without a secret veneration, their aspects were so 
sweetened with humanity, raised with contemplation, em- 
boldened with resolution, and adorned with the most agrees 
able airs, which are those that proceed from secret habits of 
virtue I could not but take notice, that there were many 
faces among them which were unknown, not only to the 
multitude, but even to several of their own body 

In the second column, consisting of the men of knowledge, 
there had been great disputes before they fell into the ranks, 
which they did not do at last without positive command of the 
goddess who presided over the assembly. She had so ordered 
it, that men of the greatest genius and strongest sense were 

n ' 1 led at the head of the column : behind these were such as 
formed their minds very much on the thoughts and writ- 
ings of others In the rear of the column, were men who had 
more wit than sense, or more learning than understanding 
All living authors of any value were ranged in one of these 
classes; but I must confess, I was very much surprised to see a 
great body of editors, critics, commentators, and grammarians, 
meet with so very ill a reception They had formed them- 
selves into a body, and with a great deal of arrogance de- 
manded the first station in the column of knowledge , but 
the goddess, instead of complying with their request, clapped 
them all into liveries, and bid them know themselves for no 
other but lacqueys of the learned ^ 

The third column were men of business, and consisting 
of persons in miktaiy and civil capacities The former 
marched out from the rest, and placed themselves m the front, 
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afc which the otter shook their heads at them hut did not 
think fit to dispute the post with them I could not but 
make several observations upon this last column of people , 
but I have certain private reasons why I do not think fit to 
communicate them to the public In order to fill up all the 
posts of honour, dignity, and, profit, there was a draught 
made out of each column, of men who were masteis of all 
three qualifications in some degree, and were preferred to 
stations of the first rank The second draught was made out 
of such as were possessed of any two of the Qualifications 
who were disposed of m stations of a second dignity Those 
who were left, and were endowed only with one of them had 
their suitable posts "When this was over, there remained 
many places of trust and profit unfilled, for which there 
were fresh draughts made out of the surrounding mulfatu de. 
who had any appearance of these excellencies, or were re- 
commended by those who possessed them in reality 

All were surprised to see so many new faces in the mc«t 
eminent dignities, and for my own part, I was very well 
pleased to see that all my friends either kept their present 
posts, or were advanced to higher. 

Having filled my paper with those particulars of mankind, 
I must reserve for another occasion the sequel of it, which 
relates "to the fair sex 1 
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— Postquam fregit subsellia versu 
Esunt mtectam Paridi nisi vendit Agaien Juv. 

- From my own Apartment, JSoi 30 

Tice progress of my intended account of what hap - 
} pened when Justice visited mortals, is at present interrupted 
1 by the observation and sense of an injustice against which 
there is no remedy even m a kingdom more happy m the 
care taken of the liberty and property of the subject than 
any other nation upon earth Tins iniquity i« committed by 
a most impregnable set of mortals, men who are rogues 
within the law , and in the very commission of what they 

1 This paper, and the sequel of the vision, m 102, ate tsti’ict m 
Hr. Addison’s best manner. 
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are guilty of, professedly own, tliat they forbear no injur}', 
hut from the terror of being punished for it. These mis- 
creants are a set of ■wretches we authors call pirates, who 
print any book, poem, or sermon, as soon as it appears in 
the world, in a smaller Yolume, and sell it (as all other 
thieves do stolen goods) at a cheaper rate. I was in my 
rage calling them rascals, plunderers, robbers, highwaymen 

But they acknowledge all that, and are pleased with 

those, as well as any other titles , nay, will print them 
themselves to turn the penny. 

I am extremely at a loss how to act against such open 
enemies, who have not shame enough to be touched with 
our reproaches, and are as well defended against what we 
can say, as what we can do Bailing, therefore, we must 
turn into complaint, which I cannot forbear making, when I 
consider that all the labours of my long life may be disap- 
pointed by the first man that pleases to rob me I had flat- 
tered myself, that my stock of learning was worth £150 per 
annum, which would very handsomely maintain me and my 
httle family, who are so happy or so wise as to want only 
necessaries Before men had come up to this barefaced im- 
pudence, it was an estate to have a competency of under- 
standing 

An ingenious droll, 1 who is since dead, (and indeed it is 
well for him he is so, for he must have starved had he lived 
to this day,) used to give me an account of his good hus- 
bandly in the management of his learning He was a 
general dealer, and had his amusements as well comical as 
senous The merry rogue said, when he wanted a dinner, 
he writ a paragraph of table-talk, and his bookseller upon 
sight paid the reckoning He was a very good judge of 
what would please the people, and could aptly hit both the 
genius of his readers, and the season of the year, in his writ- 
ings His brain, which was his estate, had as regular and 
different produce as other men’s land Prom the beg innin g 
of November till the opemng of the campaign, he wnt 
pamphlets and letters to members of parliament, or friends 
in the country ; but sometimes he would relieve his ordinary 
readers with a murder, and bred comfortably a week or two 

1 The account of this droll, certainly by Mr. Addison. The rest of the 
paper, except perhaps the tiro concluding paragraphs, might be Sur 
Richard’s. 
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upon strange and lamentable accidents A little before the 
armies took tbe field. Ins way was to open your attention witli 
a prodigy, and a monster well wnt was two guineas the 
lowest price This prepared Ins readers for great and bloody 
news from Handers in June and July. Poor Tom * he is 
gone. But I observed, he always looked well after a battle, 
and was apparently fatter in a fighting year. Had this 
honest, careless fellow lived till now, famine had stared him 
in the face, and interrupted his merriment , as it must be a 
solid affliction to all those whose pen is their portion 

As for my part, I do not speak wholly for my own sake in 
this point; for palmistry and astrology will brrng me in 
greater gains than these my papers ; so that I am only in the 
condition of a lawyer who leaves the bar for chamber practice 
However, I may be allowed to speak in the cause of learning 
itself, and lament, that a liberal education is the only one 
which a polite nation makes unprofitable All mechanic ar- 
tisans are allowed to reap the fruit of their invention and in- 
genuity without invasion, but he that has separated himself 
from the rest of mankind, and studied the wonders of the 
creation, the government of his passions, and the revolutions 
of the world, and has an ambition to communicate the effect 
of half his life spent in such noble inquiries, has no property 
in what he is willing to produce, but is exposed to robbery 
and want, with this melancholy and just reflection, that he 
is the only man who is not protected by his country, at the 
same time that he best deserves it 
According to the ordinary rules of computation, the greater 
the adventure is, the greater ought to be the profit of those 
who succeed in it ; and by this measure, none have pretence 
of turning their labours to greater advantage than persons 
brought up to letters A learned education, passing through 
great schools and universities, is very expensive, and con- 
sumes a moderate fortune, before it is gone through in its 
proper forms The purchase of an handsome commission or 
employment, which would give a tnau a good figure in 
another kind of life, is to be made at a much cheaper rate 
Now. if we consider this expensive voyage which is under- 
taken in the search of knowledge and how few there are 
who take in any considerable merchandise, how less frequent 
it is to be able to turn what men have gamed into profit : 
how hard is it, that the very small number who are distrn- 
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guished with abilities to know liow to vend tlieir wareSj and 
have the good fortune to bring them into port, should suffer 
being plundered by privateers under the very cannon that 
should protect them ' The most eminent and useful author 
of the age we live in, after having laid out a princely revenue 
in works of charity and beneficence, as became the greatness 
of his mind, and the sanctity of his character, would have 
left the person in the world who was the dearest to him in a 
narrow condition, had not the sale of his immortal writings 1 
brought her in a very considerable dowry , though it was 
impossible for it to be equal to their value Every one will 
know, that I here mean the works of the late Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the copy of which was sold for £2500 

I do not speak with relation to any party, but it has 
happened, and may often so happen, that men of great learn- 
ing and virtue cannot qualify themselves for being employed 
in business, or receiving preferments In this case, you cut 
them off from all support, if you take from the benefit that 
may anse from their writings For my own part, I have 
brought myself to consider things m so unprejudiced a 
manner, that I esteem more a man who can live by the pro- 
ducts of his understanding, than one who does it by the 
favour of great men 

The zeal of an author has transported me thus far, though 
I think myself as much concerned m the capacity of a reader. 
If this practice goes on, we must never expect to see again a 
beautiful edition of a book m Great Britain 

"We have already seen the memoirs of Sir William Temple 
pubbshed in the same character and volume with the history 
of Tom Thumb, and the works of our greatest poets shrunk 
into penny books and garlands For my own part, I expect 
to see my lucubrations printed on browner paper than they 
are at present , and, if the humour continues, must be forced 
to retrench my expensive way of living, and not smoke above 
two pipes a day. 

[Sir Richard Steele joined in this paper T.] 


1 Immortal writings ] It is to he hoped that this epithet is rightly 
given to Archbishop TiUotson’s vorks, for he credit of our taste as well 
as morals 
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From my own Apartment , December 3. 

A COKTDTUATIOIT OF THE VISION 

The male world were dismissed by the Goddess of Jus- 
tice, and disappeared, when on a sudden the -whole plam was 
covered with women So charming a multitude filled my heart 
with unspeakable pleasure , and as the celestial light of the 
mirror shone upon their faces, several of them seemed rather 
persons that descended m the tram of the goddess, than 
such who were brought before her to their trial The clack 
of tongues, and contusion of voices, in this new assembly, 
was so very great, that the goddess was forced to command 
silence several times, and with some severity, before she 
could make them attentire to her edicts They were all 
sensible, that the most important affair among womankind 
was then to be settled, which every one knows to be the 
point of place This had raised innumerable disputes 
among them, and put the whole sex into a tumult Ei ery 
one produced her claim, and pleaded her pretensions Birth, 
beauty, wit or wealth, were words that rung m my ears 
from all parts of the plam Some boasted ot the merit of 
their husbands, others, of their own power in governing 
them Some pleaded their unspotted virginity , otliei s, their 
numerous issue Some valued themseli es as they were the 
mothers, and others as they were the daughters of consider- 
able persons There was not a single accompbshment un- 
mentioned, or unpractised The whole congiegation was 
full of singing, dancing, tossing, ogkng, squeaking, smibng, 
sighing, fanning, frowning, and all those irresistible arts which 
women put m practice to captivate the hearts of reasonable 
creatures The goddess, to end this dispute, caused it to be 
proclaimed. “ That every one should take place according as 
she was more or less beautiful” This declaration ga\e 
great satisfaction to the whole assembly, which immediately 
bndled up, and appeared m all its beauties ' Such ns be- 
lieved themselves graceful m their motion, found an occasion 
of falling back, advancing forward, or making a false step, 
that they might show their persons in the most becoming 
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air. Sucli as had fine necks and bosoms, ■were -wonderfully 
curious to look over the heads of the multitude, and observe 
the most distant parts of the assembly Several clapped 
their hands on their foreheads, as helping their sight to look 
upon the glories that surrounded the goddess, hut in reality 
to show fine hands and arms The ladies were yet better 
pleased when they heard, that in the decision of this great 
controversy, each of them should be her own judge, and 
take her place according to her own opinion of herself, when 
she consulted her looking-glass. 

The goddess then let down the mirror of truth in a golder 
chain, which appeared larger in proportion as it descended and 
approached nearer to the eyes of the beholders. It was the 
particular properly of this looking-glass to banish all false 
appearances, and show people what they are The whole 
woman was represented, without regard to the usual external 
features, which were made entirely conformable to their real 
characters In short, the most accomplished (taking in the 
whole circle of female perfections) were the most beautiful ; 
and the most defective, the most deformed The goddess so 
varied the motion of the glass, and placed it in so many 
different lights, that each had an opportunity of seeing herself 
in it 

It is impossible to describe the rage, the pleasure, or aston- 
ishment, that appeared in each face upon its representa- 
tion m the mirror: multitudes started at their own form, 
and would have broke the glass if they could have reached it 
Many saw their blooming features wither as they looked 
upon them and their self-admiration turned into a loathing 
and abhorrence The lady who was thought so agreeable in 
her anger, and was so often celebrated for a woman of fire 
and spirit, was frighted at her own image, and fancied she 
saw a fury in the glass The interested mistress beheld a 
harpy, ana the subtle jilt a sphinx I was very much trou- 
bled in my own heart, to see such a destruction of fine 
faces , but at the same time had the pleasure of seeing 
several improved, which I had before looked upon as the 
greatest master-pieces of nature I observed, that some few 
were so humble, as to be surprised at their own charms ; 
and that many a one, who had lived in the retirement and 
seventy of a vestal, shined forth in all the graces and attrac- 
tions of a siren I was ravished at the sigll of a particular 
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image m the mirror, which I think the most beautiful object 
that my eyes ever beheld There was something more than 
human in her countenance her eyes were so mil of -ight, 
that they seemed to beautify everything they looked upon. 
Her face was enlivened with such a flond bloom, as did not 
so properly seem the mark of health, as of immortality. 
Her shape, her stature, and her mien, were such as distin- 
guished her even there where the whole fair sex was as- 
sembled 

I was impatient to see the lady represented by so divine 
an image, whom I found to he the person that Btood at my 
right hand, and in the same pomt oi view with myself This 
was a little old woman, who in her prime had been about 
five foot high, though at present shrunk to about three 
quarters of that measure Her natural aspect was puckered 
up with wnnkles, and her head covered with grey hairs. I 
had observed all along an innocent cheerfulness m her face, 
which was now heightened into rapture as she beheld her- 
self in the glass It was an odd circumstance m my dream, 
(but I cannot forbear relating it,) I conceived so great an 
inclination towards her, that I had thoughts of discoursing 
her upon the point of marriage, when on a sudden she was 
carried from me, for the word was now given, that all 
who were pleased with their own images, should separate, 
and place themselves at the head of their sex 

This detachment was afterwards divided into three bodies, 
consisting of maids, wives, and widows the wives being 
placed m the middle, with the maids on the right, and widows 
on the left , \though it was with difficulty that these two 
last bodies were hindered from falling into the centre \ This 
separation of those, who liked their real selves, not having 
lessened the number of the mam body so considerably as it 
might have been wished, the goddess, after having drawn up 
her mirror, thought fit to make ne\s distinctions among those 
who did not like the figure which they saw m it She made 
several wholesome edicts, which are slipped out of my mind, 
but there were two which dwelt upon me, as being very ex- 
traordinary m their kind and executed with great severity 
Their design was, to make an example of two extremes m the 
female world , of those who are 1 ery severe on the conduct 
of others, and of thosp who are very regardless of their own. 
The first sentence, therefore, the goddess pronounced, ivas. 
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** Thai all females addicted to censoriousness and detraction, 
should lose the use of speech a punishment which would 
he the most grievous to the offender, and (what should he 
the end of all punishments) effectual for rooting out the 
crime Upon this edict, which was as soon executed as puh- jl 
lishetL the noise of the assembly very considerably abated. ' 
It was a melancholy spectacle, to see so many who had the 
reputation of rigid* virtue struck dumb A lady who stood 
by me, and saw my concern, told me, she wondered how I 

could be concerned for such a pack of I found, by the 

shaking of her head, she was going to give me their cha- 
racters , but by her saying no more, I perceived she had 
lost the command of her tongue This calamity fell very 
heavy upon that part of women who are distinguished by 
the name of Prudes, a courtly word for female hypocrites, 
who have a short way to being virtuous, by shoving that 
others are vicious The second sentence was then pronounced 
against the loose part of the sex, “ That all should immedi- 
ately be pregnant, who in any part of their lives had ran the 
hazard ot it ” This produced a very goodly appearance and J 
revealed so many misconducts, that made those who were 
lately struck dumb, repine more than ever at their want of 
utterance, though at the same time (as afflictions seldom 
come single) many of the mutes were also seized with tins 
new calamity The ladies were now in such a condition, 
that they would have wanted room, had not the plam been 
large enough to let them divide their ground, and extend 
their lines on all sides It was a sensible affliction to me, to 
see such a multitude of fair ones either dumb or big-bellied; 
but I was something more at ease, when I found that they 
agreed upon several regulations to cover such misfortunes 
Among others, that it should be an established ma xim in all 
nations, That a woman’s first child might come into the world 
within six months after her acquaintance with her husband ; k 

and that gnef might retard the birth of her last fourteen 
months after his decease 

This vision lasted till my usual hour of waking, which I 
did with some surprise, to find myself alone after having been 
engaged almost a whole night m so prodigious a multitude. 

I could not but reflect with wonder, at the partiality and ex- 
travagance of mv -vision . which, according to my thoughts, 
has not done justice to the sex If virtue in men is moro 
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venerable it is m women more lovely , "winch Milton has 
very finely expressed in his Paradise Lost where Adam, 
speaking of Eve, after having asserted his own pre-eminence, 
as bemg first in creation and internal faculties breaks out 
into the following rapture : 

— Yet -when I approach 
Her loveliness, so absolute she seems, 

And in herself complete, so well to know 
Her own, that what she "wills to do, or say. 

Seems wisest, virtuous est, discreetest, best 
All higher knowledge in her presence falls 
Degraded Wisdom, m discourse with her. 

Loses, discountenanced, and like follj shows 
Authority and reason on her wait, 

As one intended first, not after made 
Occasionalh and, to consummate all. 

Greatness of mind, and nobleness their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placed. 


Iso 103 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1709. 


— Hre nugse sena ducunt 
In mala, densum semel exceptumque snustre 


Hon 



From my own Apartment, December 5. 

Thebe is nothing gives a man greater satisfaction, than the 
sense of having despatched a great deal of business especially 
when it turns to the public emolument I hat e much plea- 
sure of this kind upon my spirits at present, occasioned by 
the fatigue of aftairs which 1 went tin ough Last Saturday It 
is some time since I set aparr that day for examining the 
pretensions of several who had applied to me for canes, per- 
spective-glasses snufi-boxes orange-flower-waters, and the 
like ornaments of life In order to adjust this matter, I had 
before directed Charles Lillie, of Beaufort Buildings to pre- 
pare a great bundle of blank licences in the following words : 


“You are hereby required to permit the bearer of this 
cane to pass and repass tlirough the streets and suburbs of 
London, or any place within ten miles of it, without let or 
molestation : provided that he does not walk with it under 
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Iu3 arm, "brandish it in the air, or hang it on a button : in 
which case it shall be forfeited; and I hereby declare it for- 
feited to any one who shall think it safe to take it from him. 

“Isaac Bickeesxaf£e.” 

The same form, differing only in the provisos, will servo 
for a perspective, snuff-box, or perfumed handkerchief I 
had placed myself in my elbow-chair at the upper end. of my 
great parlour, having ordered. Charles Lillie to take his place 
upon a joint-stool with a wntmg-desk before him John 
Moiphew also took his station at the door ; I having, for 
his good and faithful services, appointed him my chamber- 
keeper upon court days. He let me know, that there were 
a great number attending without Upon which I ordered 
him to give notice, that I did not intend to sit upon snuff- 
boxes that day; but that those who appeared for canes 
might enter. The first presented me with the following 
petition, which I ordered Mr Lillie to read. 

“ To Isaac Bickerstaffe, Esq , Censor of Great Britain. 

“ The humble Petition of Simon Trippit, 

“ Showeth, 

“ That your petitioner having been bred up to a cane from 
his youth, it is now become as necessary to tan as any other 
of ms limbs 

“ That a great part of his behaviour depending upon it, 
he should be reduced to the utmost necessities if he should 
lose the use of it 

“ That the knocking of it upon his shoe, leaning one leg 
upon it, or whistling with it on his mouth, are such great 
reliefs to him in conversation, that he does not know how to 
be good company without it. 

“ That he is at present engaged in an amour, and must de- 
spair of success, it it be taken from him 

“ Your petitioner therefore hopes, that (the premises ten- 
derly considered) your "Worship will not deprive him of so 
useful and so necessary a support 

“ And your petitioner shall ever,” &c 

Upon the hearing of his case, I was touched with somo 
compassion, and the more so, when upon observing him 
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nearer I found he was a prig I bid him produce his cane 
in court, which he had left at the door He did so and I 
finding it to be very curiously clouded, with a transparent 
amber" head, and a blue nbbon to hang upon his wnst, I 
immediately ordered my clerk Lillie to lay it up, and deliver 
v out to him a plain joint, headed with walnut , and then, in 
order to wean him from it by degrees, permitted him to wear 
it three days in the week, and to abate proportionably till 
he found himself able to go alone 

The second who appeared, came limping into the court : 
and setting forth in his petition many pretences for the use\ 
of a cane, I caused them to be examined one by one ; but \ 
finding him in different stones, and confronting him with 
several witnesses who had seen him walk npnght, I ordered 
Mr. Lillie to take in his cane, and rejected his petition as 
frivolous 

A third made his entry with great difficulty, leaning upon 
a slight stick, and in danger of falling every step he took 
I saw the weakness of his hams ; and hearing that he had 1 
"4 married a young wife about a fortnight before, I bid him j 
leave Ins cane, and gave him a new pair of crutches, with \ 
which he went off m great vigour and alacrity This gentle- 
man was succeeded by another, who seemed very much 
pleased while his petition was reading, in which he had re- 
presented, that he was extremely afflicted with the gout, and 
set has foot upon the ground with the caution ana dignity 
which accompany that distemper I suspected him for ah 
impostor, and having ordered him to be searched, I commit- 
ted him into the hands of Dr. Thomas Smith in King Street, 
(my own corn-cutter,) who attended in an outward room ; 
and wrought so speedy a cure upon him, that I thought fit 
to send lnm also away without ms cane. 

"While I was thus dispensing justice, I heard a noise in 
t _- my outward room ; and inquiring what was the occasion of 
' it, my door-keeper told me, that they had taken up one in 
the very fact as he was passing by my door They imme- 
diately brought in a lively, fresh-coloured young man, who 
made great resistance with hand and foot, but did not 
offer to nTake use of his cane, which hung upon his fifth 
button Upon examination, I found him to be an Oxford 
scholar, who was just entered at the Temple He at first 
disputed the jurisdiction of the court; but bemg driven out 
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of his little law and logic, lie told me very pertly, that he 
looked upon such a perpendicular creature as man to make a 
very imperfect figure without a cane in his hand “ It is well 
known (says he) we ought, according to the natural situation 
of our bodies, to walk upon our hands and feet ; and that fa 
the wisdom of the ancients had described man to be an animal 
of four legs in the morning, two at noon, and three at night ; 
by which they intimated, that a cane 'might very properly 
1 become part of us in some period of life.” Upon which I 
asked him, “whether he wore it at his breast to have it m 
readiness when that period should arrive?’ 1 My young 
lawyer immediately told me, he had a property m it, and a 
nght to hang it where he pleased, and to make use of it as 
he thought fit, provided that he did not break the peace with 
it ; and further said, that he never took it off his button, 
unless it were to lift it up at a coachman, hold it over the 
head of a drawer, point out the circumstances of a story, or 
for other services of the like nature, that are all within the 
laws of the land. I did not care for discouraging a young < 
man who, I saw, would come to good , and because his heart J 
was set upon his new purchase, I only ordered him to wear 
it about his neck, instead of hanging it upon his button, and 
so dismissed him 1 

There were several appeared m court, whose pretensions 
I found to be very good, and therefore gave many their 
licences upon paying their fees , as many others had their 
licences renewed, who required more time for recovery of 
their lameness than I had before allowed them 

Having despatched this set of my petitioners, there 
came in a well-dressed man, with a glass-tube in one band 
and bis petition in the other Upon bis entering the room, 
he threw back the right side of his wig, put forward his 
nght leg, and advancing the glass to Ins right eye, aimed it , 
directly at me. In the mean while, to make my observations -J 
also, I put on my spectacles ; m which posture we surveyed > 
each other for some time Upon the removal of our glasses, 

I desired him to read his petition, which he did very promptly 
and easily ; though at the same time it set forth, that he 
could see nothing distinctly, and was within a very few de- 
grees of being utterly blind ; concluding with a prayer, that 

1 Thus far, chiefly, or only, Mr. Addison "What follows, to the end. 

Sir Richard Steele’s 
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he might he permitted to strengthen and extend his sight 
by a glass In answer to this, I told him, he might some- 
times extend it to his own destruction “ As you are now 
(said I) you are out of the reach of beauty , the shafts of 
h the finest eyes lose their force before they can come at you ; 
' you cannot distinguish a toast from an orange-weneli , vou 
can see a whole circle of beauty without any interruption 
from an itaipertment face to discompose you In short, 
what are snares for others ” — My petitioner would hear no 
more, but told me very seriously, “ Mr. Bickerstaffe, you 
quite mistake your man , it is the joy, the pleasure, the em- 
ployment of my life, to frequent public assemblies, and gaze 
upon the fair ” In a worm I found his use of a glass was 
occasioned by no other infirmity hut his vanity, and was not 
so much designed to make him see as to make him he seen 
and distinguished by others I therefore refused him a 
licence for a perspective hut allowed him a pair of spectacles, 
with full peimission to use them in any public assembly as 
he should think fit He was followed by so very few of this 
f order of men, that I have reason to hope this sort of cheats 
are almost at an end 

The orange-flower-men appeared next with petitions per- 
fumed so strongly with musk, that I was almost overcome 
with the scent ; and for my own sake, was ohhged forthwith 
to licence their handkerchiefs, especially when I found they 
had sweetened them at Charles Lillie’s, and that some of 
their persons would not he altogether inoffensive -without 
them John Morphew. whom I have made the general of 
my dead men. acquainted me, that the petitioners were all of 
that order, and could produce certificates to prove it if I re- 
quired it. I was so well pleased with this way of their em- 
balming themselves, that I commanded the abovesaid 3Ior- 
phew to give it m orders to his whole army, that every one 
y who did not surrender himself up to be disposed of by the 
> upholders, should use the same method to keep himself sweet 
dunng his present state of putrefaction 
I finished my session with great content of mind, reflecting 
upon the good. I had done ; for however slightly men may 
regard these particularities and little follies in dress and 
behaviour, they leaji to greater evils The bearing to be 
laughed at for such singularities teaches us insensibly an 
impertinent fortitude, and enables us to hear public censure 
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for tilings which more substantially deserve it. By this 
means they open a gate to folly, and oftentimes render a 
man so ridiculous, as discredit his virtues and capacities, 
and unqualify them from doing any good in the world. Be- 
sides, the giving in to uncommon habits of this nature, is a 
want of that humble deference which is due to mankind ; ' * 
and (what is worst of all) the certain indication of some 
secret flaw in the mmd of the person that commits them. 
"When I was a young man, I remember a gentleman of great 
integrity and worth was very remarkable for wearing a broad 
belt, and anger instead of a fashionable sword, though in 
all other points a very well-bred man I suspected him at first 
sight to have something wrong in him, but was not able for a 
long while to discover any collateral proofs of it. I watched 
him narrowly for six and thirty years, when at last, to the 
surprise of everybody but myself, who had long expected to 
see the folly break out, he married his own cook-maid. 

[Sir Richard Steele joined in this paper. T.) 


Iso 108. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1709. 


Pronaque cum spectant an im alia eastern terrain, 

Os homini sublime dedit, ccelumque tuen 

Jussit — Ovid, Met. 

Sheer Lane , December 16. 

It is not to be imagined how great an effect well-disposed 
lights, with proper forms and orders in assemblies, have 
upon some tempers I am sure I feel it in so extraordinary 
a manner, that I cannot in a day or two get out of my ima- 
gination any very beautiful or disagreeable impression which 
I receive on such occasions Eor this reason, I frequently . 
look in at the play-house, in order to enlarge my thoughts, 
and warm my mind with some new ideas, that may be ser- 
viceable to me in my lucubrations 

In this disposition I entered the theatre the other day, 
and placed myself in a comer of it, very convenient for see- 
ing, without being myself observed I found the audience 
hushed in a very deep attention, and did not question but 
some noble tragedy was just then in its crisis, or that an in* 
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cident was to be unravelled which would determine the fate 
of a hero "While I was in this suspense, expecting every 
moment to see my friend Mr. Betterton appear m all the 
majesty of distress, to my unspeakable amazement there 
came up a monster with a face between his feet ; and as I 
was looking on, he raised himself on one leg m such a per- 
pendicular posture, that the other grew m a direct line aboi e 
lus head It afterwards* twisted itself into the motions and 
wren t hing s of several different animals and after great variety 
of shapes and transformations, went off the stage m the 
figure of an human creature The admiration, the applause, 
the satisfaction of the audience during this strange entertain- 
ment is not to be expressed I was very much out of coun- 
tenance for my deal countrymen and looked about with some 
apprehension for fear any foreigner should be present Is it 
possible (thought I) that human nature can rejoice in its 
disgrace, and take pleasure in seeing its own figure turned 
to ridicule, and distorted into forms that raise horror and 
aversion ? There is something disingenuous and immoral m 
the being able to bear such a sight Men of elegant and 
noble minds are shocked at seeing the characters ot persons 
who deserve esteem for their virtue knowledge, or services 
to their country, placed m wrong lights, and by misrepre- 
sentation made the subject of buffoonery. Such a nice ab- 
horrence is not indeed to be found among the vulgar ; but, 
methinks it is wonderful, that these who have nothing but 
the outward figure to distinguish them as men, should delight 
in seeing it abused, vilified, and disgraced 

I must confess, there is nothing that more pleases me in 
all that I read in books or see among mankind, than such 
passages as represent human nature in its proper dignity 
As man is a creature made up of different extremes, he has 
something in him very great and very mean . a skilful artist 
J may draw an excellent picture of him in either views The 
finest authors of antiquity have taken him on the more ad- 
vantageous side They cultivate the natural grandeur of the 
souL raise in her a generous ambition, feed her with hopes ot 
immortality and perfection, and do all they can to widen the 
partition between the virtuous and the vicious, by making 
the difference betwixt them as great as between gods and 
brutes In short it is impossible to read a page in Plato, 
Tully, and a thousand other ancient moralists, without being 

10L. II. s 
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a greater and a "better man for it On the contrary, I could 
never read any of our mo dish Trench authors, or those of our 
own country, who are the imitators and admirers of that 
trifling nation, without "being for some time out of humour 
with myself^ and at everything about me Their "business 
is, to depreciate human nature, and consider it under its 
worst appearances They give mean interpretations and base 
motives to the worthiest actions . .they resolve virtue and 
vice into constitution In short, they endeavour to mate no 
distinction between man and man, or between the species of 
men and that of brutes As an instance of this land of 
authors, among many others, let any one examine the cele- 
brated Bochefoucault, who is the great philosopher for ad- 
ministering of consolation to the idle, the envious, and worth- 
less part of mankind 

I remember a young gentleman of moderate understand- 
ing, but great vivacity, who, by dipping into many authors 
of this nature, had got a little smattering of knowledge, just 
enough to make an atheist or a free-thinker, but not a phi- 
losopher, or a man of sense "With these accomplishments, 
he went to visit his father in the country, who was a plain, 
rough, honest man, aud wise, though not learned The son, 
who took all opportunities to show his learning, began to 
establish a new religion in the family, and to enlarge the 
narrowness of their country notions ; m which he succeeded 
so well, that he had seduced the butler by his table-talk, and 
staggered his eldest sister. The old gentleman began to be 
alarmed at the schisms,that arose among his children, but 
did not yet beheve his son’s doctrine to be so pernicious as 
it really was, till one day talking of his setting dog, the son 
said, “ he did not question but Tray was as immortal as any 
one of the family and in the heat of the argument told his 
father, that for his own part, “he expected to die like a 
dog ” Upon which, the old man starting up m a very great 
passion, cned out, “ Then, sirrah, you shall live like one ; ” 
and taking his cane in his hand, cudgelled him out of his 
system This had so good an effect upon him, that he took 
up from that day, fell to reading good books, and is now a 
bencher in the Middle Temple 

I do not mention this cudgelling part of the story with a 
design to engage the secular arm m matters of this nature ; 
but certainly, if it ever exerts itself m affairs of opmion and 
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speculation, it ought to do it on such shallow and despicable 
pretenders to knowledge, who endeavour to give man dart 
and uncomfortable prospects of his being, and destroy those 
principles which are the support, happmess, and glory of all 
public societies, as well as private persons 

I think it is one of Pythagoras’s golden sayings, “ That a 
man should take care above all things to have a due respect 
for himself.” and it is certain, that this licentious sort of 
authors, who are for depreciating mankind, endeavoured to 
disappoint and undo what the most refined spirits have been 
labouring to advance smce the beginning of the world The 
veiy design of dress, good-breeding, outward ornaments, and 
ceremony, were to lift up human nature, and set it off to an 
advantage Architecture, painting, and statuary were in- 
vented with the same design ; as indeed ei ery art and science 
contributes to the embellishment of life, and to the wearing 
off or throwing into shades the mean and low parts of our 
nature Poetry carries on this great end more than all the 
rest, as may he seen in the following passage taken out ot 
Sir Prancis. Bacon’s Advancement of Learning, which gives 
a truer and better account of this art than all the volumes 


that were ever written upon it 


“ Poetry, especially heroical, seems to he raised altogether 
from a noble foundation, which makes much for the dignity 
of man’s nature Por seeing this sensible world is m dignity 
mfenor to the soul of man, poesy seems to endow human 1 
nature with that which history denies , and to give satisfac- 
tion to the mind, with at least the shadow of things, where 
the substance cannot he had Por if the matter he thoroughl v 
considered, a strong argument may he drawn from poesy, that 
a more stately greatness of things, a more perfect order, and 
a more beautiful variety, delights the soul of man, than any 
way can he found in nature smce the fall "Wherefore, see- 
w'' 1 ing the acts and ei ents which are the subjects of true Ins- 

' » J Al. .a ... 1 i.. 3 i 1. j! _ 3 _ A* 


toiyarenotof that amplitude as to content the mind of man. 
poesy is readv at hand to feign acts more heroical Because 


poesy is ready at hand to feign acts more heroical Because 
true history reports the successes of business not propor- 
tionable to the merit of virtues and vices, poesy corrects it, 
and presents events and fortunes according to assert, and ac- 
cording to the law of Providence: because true liiston, 
through the frequent satiety and similitude of thmgs n orki 
a distaste and misprision in the mind of man jmes^eheeretb 
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and refresheth the soul, chanting things rare and various, and 
full of vicissitudes So as poesy serveth and conferreth to de- 
lectation, magnanimity, and morality; and therefore it may 
seem deservedly to have some participation of dinneness, be- 
cause it doth raise the mind, and exalt the spirit with high rap- 
tures, by proportioning the shows of things to the desires of 1 
the mind ; and not submitting the mind to things, as reason 
and history do And by these allurements and congruities, 
whereby it chensheth the soul of man. joined also with con- 
sort of music, whereby it may more sweetly insinuate itself, , 
it hath won such access, that it hath been in estimation even 
in rude times and barbarous nations, when other learning 
stood excluded ” 

But there is nothing which falls in with this natural great- 
ness and dignity of human nature so much as religion, which 
does not only promise the entire refinement of the mind, 
bnt the glorifying of the body, and the immortality of both 


Ko 110. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1709. 
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— Qua lucis misens tam dira cupido ? Virg 

Sheer Lane, December 21. 

As soon as I had placed myself in the chair of judicature, 

I ordered my clerk Mr. Lillie to read to the assembly (who 
were gathered together according to notice) a certain declara- 
tion, by way of charge, to open the purpose of my session, 
which tended only to this explanation, “ That as other courts 
were often called to demand the execution of persons dead 
in law, so this was held to give the last orders relating to 
those who are dead in reason ” The solicitor of the new 
company of upholders, near the Hay-market, appeared in be- 
half of that useful society, and brought m an accusation of a ^ 
young woman, who herself stood at the bar before me. Mr. 
Lillie read her indictment, which was in substance, “ That 
whereas. Mrs Rebecca Pmdust, of the parish of St Martin 
in the Eields, had, by the use of one instrument called a look- 
“g-glasSj.andby the further use of certain attire, made either 
of. cambric, muslin, or other linen wares, upon her head, at- 
tained tosuch an evil art and magical force in the motion of her 
eyes andtum of her countenance, thatshe, the said Rebecca, had 
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put to death several young men of the said parish , and that 
the said young men had acknowledged in certain papers, 
commonly called love-letters, (which were produced m court 
gilded on the edges, and sealed with a particular wav, with 
certain amorous and enchanting words wrought upon the 
said seals ) that they died for the said Eeheeca and whereas 
the said Behecca persisted in the said evil practice , this way 
of life the said society construed to he, according to former 
edicts, a state of death, and demanded an order for the inter- 
ment of the said Behecca ” 

I looked upon the maid with great humanity, and desired 
her to make answer to what was said against her. She said, 
“it was indeed true, that she had practised all the arts and 
means she could to dispose of herself happily in marriage, 
hut thought she did not come under the censure expressed in 
my writings for the same , and humhly hoped I would not 
condemn her for the ignorance of her accusers who, according 
to their own words, had rather represented her killing, than 
dead” She further alleged, “That the expressions men- 
tioned in the papers written to her were become mere words, 
and that she had been always ready to marry any of those 
who said they died for her , tut that they made their escape 
as soon as they found themselves pitied or believed.” She 
ended her discourse, by desiring I would, for the future, settle 
the meaning of the words, “ I die,” in letters of love 

Mrs Frndust behaved herself with such an air of inno- 


cence,- that she easily gained credit and was acquitted. 
Upon which occasion, I gave it as a standing rule, “ That any 
persons, who in any letter, billet, or discourse should tell a 
woman he died for her, should, if she pleased, be obliged to 
live with her or be immediately interred upon such their 
own confession, without bail or mainpnze.” 

It happened, that the very next who was brought before 
vf me was one of her admirers who was indicted upon that 
' very head A letter, which he acknowledged to be his own 
hand was read . m which were the following words ; ‘ Cruel 
creature, I die for you.” It was observable that he took 
snuff all the time his accusation was reading. I asked him. 
“ How he came to use these words, if he were not a dead 
man ?” He told me, * He was in love with a lady, and did 
not know any other way of telling her so : and that all his 
acquaintance took the same method.” Though I was moved 
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■with compassion towards him, by reason of the weakness of 
his parts, ret. for example’s sake, I was forced to answer, 

“ Tonr sentence shall he a warning to all the rest of your 
companions, not to tell lies for want of wit ” Upon this, 
he began to heat his snuff-box with a very saucy air; 
and opening it again, “ Faith, Isaac, (said he,) thou art a ^ 
very unaccountable old fellow. — Prythee, who gave thee 
power of life and death ? "What a pox hast thou to do with 
ladies and lovers ? I suppose thou wouldst have a man be 
in company with his mistress, and say nothing to her. Dost 
thou call breaking a jest, te lling a lie ? Ha ! is that thy 
wisdom, old Stiffrump, ha?” 1 He was going on with this 
insipid common-place mirth, sometimes opening his box, 
sometimes shutting it, then viewing the picture on the lid, 
and then the workmanship of the hinge, when, in the midst 
of his eloquence, I ordered his box to be taken from him ; 
upon which he was immediately struck speechless, and carried 
off stone dead 


The next who appeared, was a hale old fellow of sixty. 1 
He was brought in by his relations, who desired leave to Jt 
buiy him Upon requiring a distinct account of the prisoner, 
a credible witness deposed, “ That he- always rose at ten of 
the clock, played with his cat till twelve, smoked tobacco till 
one, was at dinner till two, then took another pipe, played 
at backgammon till six, talked of one Madam Frances, an 
old mistress of his, till eight, repeated the same account at 
the tavern till ten, then returned home, took the other pipe, 
and then to bed ” I asked him, what he had to say for 
himself? “As to what (said he) they mention concerning 
Madam Frances — ” I did not care for hearing a Canterbury 
tale, and therefore thought myself seasonably interrupted by 
a young gentleman who appeared in the behalf of the old 
man, and prayed an arrest of judgment ; for that he the said 
young man held certain lands by his the said old man’s life. 
Upon this, the solicitor of the upholders took an occasion f 
to demand him also, and thereup on produced several evidences 
that witnessed to his life and conversation. It appeared, that 
each of them divided their hours in matters of equal moment 
and importance to themselves and to the public. They 
rose at the same hour : while the old man was playing with 
his cat, the young one was looking out of his window ; while 


1 This pert rhetoric, certainly Steele’s. 
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the old man •svas smoking his pipe, the young man was 
rubbing his teeth ; while one was at dinner, the other was 
dressing ; while one was at backgammon, the other was at 
dinner ; while the old fellow was talking of Madam Prances, 
the young one was either at play, or toasting women whom 
he never conversed with The only difference was, that the 
young man had never been good for anything , the old man, 
a man of worth before he knew Madam Prances Upon the 
whole, 1 ordered them to be both interred together, with 
inscriptions proper to their characters, signifying, “ That the 
old man died in the year 16S9. and was buned in the year 
1709 ” And over the young one it was said, “ That he de- 
parted this world in the 25th year of his death ” 

The next class of criminals were authors m prose and 
verse Those of them who had produced any still-born work, 
were immediately dismissed to their burial, and were fol- 
lowed by others who, notwithstanding some sprightly issue 
in their life-time, had given proofs of their death, by some 
posthumous children, that bore no resemblance to their elder 
brethren As for those who were the fathers of a mixed 

{ irogeny. provided always they could prove the last to be a 
ive child, they escaped with life, but not without loss of 
limbs for in this case, I was satisfied with amputation of 
the parts which were mortified 

These were followed by a great crowd of superannuated 
benchers of the inns of court, senior fellows of colleges, and 
defunct statesmen ; all whom I ordered to be decimated 
indifferently, allowing the rest a reprieve for one year, with 
a promise of a free pardon m case ot resuscitation 
There were still great multitudes to be examined , but 
finding it very late. I adjourned the court , not without the 
secret pleasure that I had done my duty, and furnished out 
an handsome execution 

Going out of the court, I received a letter, informing me, 
“ That in pursuance of the edict of Justice m one of mv late 
visions, all those of the fair sex began to appear pregnant 
who had ran any hazard of it ; as was manifest by a particu- 
lar swelhng in the petticoats of several ladies in and about 
this great city ” I must confess, I do not attribute the rising 
of this part of the dress to this occasion, vet must own, that 
I am very much disposed to be offended with such a new 
and unaccountable fashion I shall, however, pronounce 
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nothing upon it, till I have examined all that can he said for 
and against it And in the mean time, thmk fit to give this 
notice to the fair ladies who are now making up their winter 
suits, that they may abstain from all dresses of that kind, 
till they shall find what judgment will he passed upon 
them ; for it would very much trouble me, that they should 
put themselves to an unnecessary expense . and I could not 
hut think myself to blame, if I should hereafter forbid them 
the wearing of such garments, when they have laid out 
money upon them, without having given them any previous 
admonitions 

[Sir Richard Steele joined m this paper. T. 1 ] 


~No 111 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1709. 


— Procul 0 1 procul este profani 1 Yirg 

Sheer Lane, December 23 

The watchman, who does me particular honours, as bemg 
the chief man in the lane, gave so very great a thump at my 
door last night, that I awakened at the knock, and heaid 
myself complimented with the usual salutation of “ G-ood 
moiTOw, Mr Bickerstaffe -, good morrow, my masters all.” 
The silence and darkness of the night disposed me to be 
more than ordinarily senous , and as my attention was not 
drawn out among extenor objects, by the avocations of sense, 
my thoughts naturally fell upon myself I was considenug, 
amidst the stillness of the night, what was the proper em- 
ployment of a thinking bemg ? lYhat were the perfections 
it should propose to itself p And, what the end it should aim 
at ? My mma is of such a particular cast, that the fallin g of 
a shower of rain, or the whistling of wind, at such a time, is 
apt to fill my thoughts with something awful and solemn I 
was in this disposition, when our bellman began his mid- 
night homily (which he has been repeating to us every winter 
night for these twenty years) with the usual exordium 
Oh ' mortal man, thou that art bom in sin 1 


1 The storj of Mrs. Puidust maj have been Steele’s. The rest, if act 
written, was touched by Mr Addison 
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Sentiments of this nature, which are in themselves just and 
reasonable, however debased by the circumstances that ac- 
company them, do not fail to produce their natural effect in 
a min d that is not perverted and depraved by wrong notions 
,A of gallantry, politeness, and ridicule The temper which I 
/ now foimd myself in, as well as the time of the year, put me 
in mind of tliose lines in Shakspeare, wherein, according to 
his agreeable wildness of imagination, he has wrought a coun- 
try tradition into a beautiful piece of poetry In the tra- 
gedy of Hamlet, where the ghost vanishes upon the cock’s 
crowing, he takes occasion to mention its crowing all hours 
of the night about Christmas time, and to insinuate a kind 
of religious veneration for that season 

It faded on the crowing of the cock. 

Some say, that ever ’gainst that season comes 
Wherein our Saviour’s birth is celebrated. 

The bird of dawning singeth all night long ; 

And then, saj they, no spirit dares walk abroad 
The nights are wholesome, then no planets strike, 

} No fairy takes, no witch has power to charm , 

p So hallowed and so gracious is the time. 

This admirable author, as well as the best and greatest 
men of all ages, and of all nations seems to have had his 
mind thoroughly seasoned with religion, as is evident by 
many passages in his plays that would not he suffered by a 
modern audience ; and are, therefore, certain instances that 
the age he lived in had a much greater sense of virtue than 
the present 

It is, indeed, a melancholy reflection 1 to consider that the 
British nation, which is now at a greater height of glory for 
its councils and conquests than it ever was before, should 
distinguish itself by a certain looseness of principles, and a 
falling off from those schemes of thinking, which conduce to 
the happiness and perfection of human nature This evil 
:< comes upou us from the works of a few solemn blockheads, 

* that meet together with the zeal and seriousness of apostles, 
to extirpate common sense, and propagate infidelity. These 
are the wretches, who, without any show of wit, learning, or 
reason, publish their crude conceptions with the ambition of 
appearing more wise than the rest of mankind, upon no other 
pretence than that of dissenting from them One gets by 

1 lie ficc! ion to consider ,] i e “to reflect.” It should be, — “ a melon* 
ehclj ih.ng to consider, ” or, * it fills one vuth melon chclj to consider." 
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heart a catalogue of title-pages and editions ; and imme- 
diately to "become conspicuous, declares that he is an unbe- 
liever. Another knows how to write a receipt, or cut up a 
dog, and forthwith argues against the immortality, of the . 
soul. I have known many a little wit, in the ostentation of fi- 
his parts, rally the truth of the Scripture, who was not able 
to read a chapter in it These poor wretches talk blasphemy 
for want of discourse, and are rather the objects of scorn or 
pity than of our indignation : but the grave disputant, that 
reads, and writes and spends all his time in convincing him- 
self and the world that he is no better than a brute, ought 
to be whipped out of a government, as a blot to a civil so- 
ciety, and a defamer of mankind I love to consider an infidel, 
whether distinguished by the title of deist, atheist, or free- 
thinker, in three different lights, in his solitudes, his afflic- 
tions, and his last moments 

A wise man, that lives up to the principles of reason and 
virtue, if one considers him in his solitude, as taking in the 
system of the universe, observing the mutual dependence and 
harmony by which the whole frame of it hangs together, 
beating down his passions, or swelling his thoughts with 
magnificent ideas of Providence, makes a nobler figure in the 
eye of an intelligent being, than the greatest conqueror 
amidst the pomps and solemnities of a triumph. On the con- 
trary, there is not a more ridiculous animal than an atheist 
in his retirement His mind is incapable of rapture or ele- 
vation : he can only consider himself as an insignificant figure 
in a landscape, and wandering up and down in a field or a 
meadow, under the same terms as the meanest animals about 
him, and as subject to as total a mortality as they, with this 
aggravation, that he is the only one amongst them who lies 
under the apprehension of it 

In distresses, he must be of all creatures the most helpless 
and forlorn ; he feels the whole pressure of a present cala- 
mity, without being relieved by the memory of anything that -f 
is past, or the prospect of anything that is to come. Annihil- 
ation is the greatest blessing that he proposes to himself^ 
and a halter or a pistol the only refuge he can fly to. Bui 
if you would behold one of these gloomy miscreants in his 
poorest figure, you must consider him under the terrors, or 
at the approach, of death. 

About thirty years ago I was a shipboard with one of these 
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.vermin, ■when there arose a "brisk gale, which could frignten 
nobody but himself Upon the rolling of the ship he fell 
upon his knees, and confessed to the chaplain, that he had 
been a vile atheist, and had denied a Supreme Being ever 
since he came to his estate The good man was astonished, 
> and a report imm ediately ran through the ship, that there 
was an atheist upon the upper deck Several oi the common 
seamen, who had never heard the word before, thought it 
had been some strange fish ; but they were more surprised 
when they saw it was a man, and heard out of his own 
mouth, “ That he never believed till that day that there was 
a God " As he lay in the agomes of confession, one of the 
honest tars whispered to the boatswam, “ That it would be a 
good deed to heave him overboard ” But we were now within 
sight of port, when of a sudden the wind fell, and the peni- 
tent relapsed, begging all of us that were present, as we were 
gentlemen, not to say anything of what had passed 

He 1 had not been ashore above two days, when one of the 
\ company began to rally him upon his devotion on shipboard, 
which the other demed in so high terms, that it produced the 
' be on both sides, and ended in a duel The atheist was run 
through the body, and after some loss of blood, became as 
good a Christian as he was at sea, till he found that his 
wound was not mortal He is at present one of the free- 
thinkers of the age, and now writing a pamphlet against 
several received opinions concerning the existence of fames 2 
As X have taken upon me to censure the faults of the age 
and country which I bve m, I should have thought myself 
inexcusable to have passed over this crying one, which is the 
subject of my present discourse X shall, therefore, from time 
to time, give my countrymen particular cautions against this 
distemper of the min d, that'is almost become fashionable, 
and by that means more likely to spread I have somewhere 
, either read or heard a very memorable sentence, “ That a 
) man would be a most insupportable monster, should he hate 

1 The folio-mug improvement on the story of the atheist, certain!} b} 
Mr. Addison 

3 The existence of fairies ] A fine stroke of satire, to insinuate, that 
the efforts of our most applauded free-thinkers are, gene rail}, as harm- 
less as then: intentions are malicious , for that the} onl} bend their force 
again some phantom of religion, as priestcraft, the intolerance of the 
clergy, Ac and then plume themselves on the conceit, that the} havo 
been combatmg Christianity 
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the faults that are incident to his years, constitution, pro- 
fession, family, religion, age, and country ; and yet every man 
i3 in danger of them all For this reason, as I am an old 
man, I take particular care to avoid being covetous, and tell- 
ing long stones • as I am cholenc, I forbear not only swear- 
ing, but all interjections of fretting, as Pugh ! Pish ! and 
the like As I am a layman, I resolve not to conceive an 
aversion for a wise and good man, because his coat is of a 
different colour from mine As I am descended of the an- 
cient family of the Bickerstaffes, I never call a man of merit 
an upstart As a Protestant, I do not suffer my zeal so far 
to Transport me, as to name the pope and the devil together. 
As I am fallen into this degenerate age, I guard myself par- 
ticularly against the folly I have been now speaking of. 
And as I am an Englishman, X am very cautious not to hate 
a stranger, or despise a poor Palatine 

[Sir Bichard Steele assisted m this paper. T.] 


■ No 114. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1709. 


Ut in vita, sic in studiis, pnlchemmmn et humanissimum existimo, se 
Teiitatem comitatemque miscere, ne ilia in tnstitiam, hsec in petulan- 
tiam procedat . Epist. 

Sheer Lane , December 30. 

I was walking about my chamber this morning in a very 
gay humour, when I saw a coach stop at my door, and a 
youth about fifteen alighting out of it, who I perceived to 
be the eldest son of my bosom-friend, that I gave some ac- 
count of in my paper of the 17th of the last month I felt 
a sensible pleasure rising in me at the sight of him, my ac- 
quaintance having begun with his father when he was just 
such a stripling, and about that very age. "When he came 
up to me, he took me by the hand, and burst into tears I 
was extremely moved, and immediately said. “ Child, how 
does your father do ?” He began to reply, “ My mother — ” 
but could not go on for weeping I went down with him 
into the coach, and gathered out of him, that his mother was 
then dying, and that while the holy man was domg the last 
offices to her, he had taken that time to come and call me to 
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his father, “ "Who (he said) would certainly break his heart, 
if I did not go and comfort him ” The child’s discretion in 
coming to me of his own head, and the tenderness he showed 
for his parents, would have quite overpowered me, had I not 
resolved to fortify myself for the seasonable performances of 
those duties which I owed to my friend. As we were going, 
I could not but reflect upon the character of that excellent 
woman, and the greatness of his grief for the loss of one who 
has ever been the support to him undeT all other afflictions. 
“ How (thought I) will he be able to bear the hour 'of her 
death, that could not, when I was lately with him, speak of 
a sickness, which was then past, without sorrow ” "We were 
now got pretty far into "Westminster, and arrived at my 
friend’s house At the door of it I met Favomus, not 
without a secret satisfaction to find he had been there 
I had formerly conversed with him at his house, and as 
he abounds with that sort of virtue and knowledge which 
makes religion beautiful, and never leads the conversation 
into the violence and rage of party disputes, I listened to 
him with great pleasure ‘ Our discourse chanced to be 
upon the subject of death, which he treated with such a 
strength of reason, and greatness of soul, that instead of 
being terrible, it appeared to a mmd rightly cultivated, 
altogether to be contemned, or rather to be desired As 
I met him at the door, I saw in his face a certain glowing 
of gnef and humanity, heightened with an air of fortitude 
and resolution, which, as I afterwards found, had such an 
irresistible force, as to suspend the pains of the dying, and 
the lamentation of the nearest friends who attended her I 
went up directly to the room where she lay, and was met at 
the entrance by my friend, who, notwithstanding his thoughts 
had been composed a little before, at the sight of me, turned 
away his face and wept. The little family of children re- 
newed the expressions of their sorrow according to their 
several ages and degrees of understanding. The eldest 
daughter was in tears, busied in attendance upon her mother; 
others were kneeling about the bed-side : and what troubled 
me most was, to see a little boy, who was too young to know 
the reason, weeping only because his sisters Sid The only 
one m the room who seemed resigned and comforted, was the 
dying person. At my approach to the bed-side, she told 
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me, with a low broken voice, “This is kindly done — Take 
care of your friend — Do not go from him ” She had before 
taken leai e of her husband and children, in a manner proper 
for so solemn a parting, and with a gracefulness peculiar to a 
woman of her character. My heart was tom to pieces to 
see the husband on one side suppressmg and keeping down the 
swellings of bis grief for fear of disturbing her m her last mo- 
ments; and the wife, even at that time, concealing the pams 
she endured, for fear of increasing bis affliction She kept her 
eyes upon him for some moments after she grew speechless, 
and soon after closed them for ever. In the moment of her 
departure, my friend (who bad thus far commanded himself) 
gave a deep groan, and fell into a swoon by her bed-side 
The distraction of the children, who thought they saw both 
their parents expiring together, and now lying dead before 
them, would have melted the hardest heart; but they soon 
perceived their father recover, whom I helped to remove into 
another room, with a resolution to accompany him till the 
first pangs of his affliction were abated I knew consolation 
would now be impertinent ; and therefore contented myself 
to sit by him, and condole with him in silence Eor I shall 
here use the method of an ancient author, who, in one of his 
epistles, relating the virtues and death of Maeiinus’s wife, 
expresses himself thus , “ I shall suspend my advice to this 
best of friends, fall he is made capable of receiving it by those 
three great remedies, ( necessitas ipsa, dies longa, et satieta* 
doloris.J the necessity of submission, length of time, and 
satiety of gnef ” 

In the mean time, I cannot but consider, with much com- 
miseration, the melancholy state of one who has had such a 
part of himself tom from him, and which he misses in every 
circumstance of life His condition is like that of one who 
has lately lost his nght arm, and is every moment offering to 
help himself with it He does not appear to him self the same 
person in his house, at his table, in company, or in retirement ; 
and loses the relish of all the pleasures and diversions that 
were before entertaining to him by her participation of them. 
The most agreeable objects recall the sorrow for her with 
whom he used to en]oy them. This additional satisfaction, 
from the taste of pleasures in the society of one we love, is 
admirably described in Milton, who represents Eve, though 
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in Paradise itself, no further pleased with the "beautiful 
objects around her, than as she sees them in company with 
Arinin, m that passage so inexpressibly charming 

With thee conversing, I forget all time. 

All seasons, and their change , all please alike 
Sweet is the breath of mom, her rising sweet 
With charm of earliest birds , pleasant the sun. 

When first on this delightful land he spreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower. 

Glistering with dew , fragrant the fertile earth 
After soft showers , and sweet the coining on 
Of grateful evening mild ; the silent night. 

With this her solemn bird, and this fair moon. 

And these the gems of heaven her starn train 
Bnt neither breath of mom when she ascends 
With charm of earliest birds, nor rising sun 
In this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, flower, 

Glistenng with dew, nor fragrance after showers. 

Nor grateful evening mild, nor silent night. 

With this her solemn bird, nor walk by moon. 

Or glittering s'ar-light, without thee is sweet. 

The variety of images in this passage is infinitely pleasing, 
and the recapitulation of each particular image, with a little 
vaiying of the expression, makes one of the finest turns of 
words that I have ever seen : which I rather mention, be- 
cause Mr Dryden has said, in Ins preface to Juvenal, “ That 
lie could meet with no turn of words m Milton ” 

It may further he observed, that though the sweetness of 
these verses has something in it of a pastoral, yet it excels 
the ordinary kind, as much as the scene of it is above an 
ordinary field or meadow I might here, since I am acci- 
dentally led into this subject show several passages in Milton 
that have as excellent turns of this nature, as any of our 
Eughsli poets whatsoet er hut shall only mention that which 
follows, m which he describes the fallen angels engaged in 
the intricate disputes of predestination, free-will, ancT fore- 
knowledge ; and to humour the perplexity, makes a kind of 
labyrinth m the very words that describe it 
Others apart sat on a hill retired, 

In thoughts more el eiate, and reasoned high 
Of Providence, fore-knowledge, will, and fa‘e. 

Fixed fate, free-will, fore-knowledge absolute. 

And found no end m wandering mazes lost. 

[Sir Richard Steele assisted m this paper. T. 1 ] 


1 The dying scene in this paper. Sir Richard Steele’s. 
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Ho. 116. THURSDAY, JAKUARY 5, 1709 


— Pars minima est ipsa puella sui. Ovid 

Sheer Lane , January 4. 

The court "being prepared for proceeding on the cause of the 
petticoat, I gave orders to bring in a criminal -who was taken 
up as she Trent out of the puppet-show about three nights 
ago, and was now standing in the street with a great con- 
course of people about her. "Word was brought me, that 
she had endeavoured twice or thrice to come in, but could 
not do it by reason of her petticoat, which was too large for 
the entrance of my house, though I had ordered both the 
folding-doors to be thrown open for its reception Upon 
this, I desired the jury of matrons, who stood at my Tight 
hand, to inform themselves of her condition, and know whe- 
ther there were any private reasons why she might not make 
her appearance separate from her petticoat. This was man- 
aged with great discretion, and had such an effect, that upon 
the return of the verdict from the bench of matrons, I issued 
out an order forthwith, that the criminal should be stripped 
of her encumbrances, till she became little enough to enter 
my house. I had before given directions for an engine of 
several legs, that could contract or open itself like the top 
of an umbrella, in order to place the petticoat upon it, by 
which means I might take a leisurely survey of it, as it should 
appear in its proper dimensions This was all done accord- 
ingly ; and forthwith, upon the closmg of the engine, the 
petticoat was brought into court I then directed the ma- 
chine to be set upon the table, and dilated in such a manner, 
as to show the garment in its utmost circumference , but my 
great hall was too narrow for the experiment ; for before it 
was half unfolded, it described so immoderate a circle, that 
the lower part of it brushed upon my face as I sat in my 
chair of judicature I then inquired for the person that be- 
longed to the petticoat ; and, to my great surprise, was direct- 
ed to a very beautiful young damsel, with so pretty a face 
and shape, that I bid her come out of the crowd, and seated 
her upon a little crock at my left hand “ My pretty maid, 
(said I,) do you own yourself to have been the inhabitant of 
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the garment before us P ” The girl I found bad good sense, 
and told me with a smile, “ That notwithstanding it u as her 
own petticoat she should be very glad to see an example 
made of it and that she wore it for no other reason, but 
that she had a mind to look as big and burly as other persons 
of her quality that she had kept out of it as long as she 
could and till she began to appear little in the eyes of all her 
acquaintance , that 11 she laid it aside, people would think 
she was not made like other women ” I always give great 
allowances to the fair sex upon account of the fashion, and 
therefore was not displeased with the defence of the pietty 
criminal I then oidered the lest which stood before us to 
be drawn up by a pulley to the top of my great hall, and 
afterwards to be spread open by the engine it was placed 
upon, in such a manner, that it formed a veiy splendid and 
ample canopy over our heads and covered the whole couit 
of judicature with a kind of silken rotunda, in its form not 
unlike the cupola of St Paul’s I entered upon the whole 
cause with great satisfaction, as I sat under the shadow of it 

The counsel for the petticoat was now called m, and order- 
ed to produce what they had to say against the popular crv 
which was raised against it They answered the objections 
with great strength and solidity ot argument, and expatiated 
in very florid harangues, which thev did not fail to set off 
and furbelow (if I may be allowed the metaphor) with many 
periodical sentences and rums of oratory The chief argu- 
ments for their client were taken, first, from the great bene- 
fit that might arise to our woollen manufactory from this 
invention, which was calculated as # follows : the common 
petticoat has not above four yards in the circumference, 
whereas this over our heads had more in the semi-diameter . 
so that by allowing it twenty-four yards in the circumfer- 
ence, the five millions of woollen petticoats, which, according 
to Sir William Petty, (supposing what ought to be supposed 
m a well-governed state, that all petticoats are made of that 
stuff,) would amount to thirty millions of those of the ancient 
mode A prodigious improvement of the woollen trade' 
and what could not fail to sink the power of Trance in a few 
years 

To introduce the second argument, they begged leave to 
read a petition of the rope-makers, wherein it was repre- 
sented, that the demand lor cords, and the price of them. 
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were much risen since this fashion came up , At this, all tlio 
company who were present lifted up their eyes into the 
vault; and I must confess, we did discover many traces o£ 
cordage which were interwoven in the stiffening of the 
drapery. 

A third argument was founded upon a petition of the 
Greenland trade, which 1 likewise represented the great con- 
sumption of whalebone which would he occasioned by the 
present fashion, and the benefit which would thereby accrue 
to that branch of the British trade 

To conclude, they gently touched upon the weight and 
unwieldmess of the garment, which they insinuated might 
be of great use to preserve the honour of families 

These arguments would have wrought very much upon 
me, (as I then told the company in a long and elaborate dis- 
course,) had I not considered the great and additional expense 
which such fashions would bring upon fathers and husbands ; 
and therefore by no means to be thought of till some years 
after a peace. I further urged, that it would be a prejudice 
to the ladies themselves, who could never expect to have any 
money in the pocket, if they laid out so much on the petti- 
coat To this I added, the great temptation it might give to 
virgins, of acting in security like married women, and by 
that means give a check to matrimony, an institution always 
encouraged by wise societies 

At the same time, in answer to the several petitions pro- 
duced on that side, I showed one subscribed by the women 
of several persons of quality, humbly setting forth, that since 
the mtroduction of th^s mode, their respective ladies- had 
(instead of bestowing on them their cast gowns) cut them 
into shreds, and mixed them with the cordage and buckram, 
to complete the stiffening of their under-petticoats Bor 
which, and sundry other reasons, I pronounced the petticoat 
a forfeiture : but to show that I did not make that judgment 
for the sake of filthy lucre, I ordered it to be folded up, and 
sent it as a present to a widow gentlewoman, who has five 
daughters, desiring she would make each of them a petticoat 
out of it, and send me back the remainder, which I design 
to cut into stomachers, caps, facings of my waistcoat sleeves, 
aud other garnitures suitable to my age and quality 

I would not be understood, that (while I discard this 
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* Trade, wAicfi.] Read and point thus — trade. It — 



Yo 117 


TKE TATLXB 


67 


monstrous invention) I am an enemy to tie proper orna- 
ments of the fair sex On the contrarv. as the hand of na- 
ture has poured on them such a profusion 1 of charms and 
graces, and sent them into the world more amiable and 
finished than the rest of her -works : so I -would have them 
bestow upon themselves all the additional beauties that art 
can supply them with, provided it does not interfere -with, 
disguise, or pervert, those of nature. 

1 consider woman as a beautiful romantic ammaL that 
may be adorned with furs and feathers pearls and diamonds, 
ores and silks The lynx shall cast its skm at her feet to 
make her a tippet , the peacock, parrot, and swan shall pay 
contributions to her muff; the sea shall be searched for 
shells and the rocks for gems , and every part of nature 
furnish out its share towards the embellishment of a crea- 
ture that is the most cons umm ate work of it All this I 
shall indulge them in , but as for the petticoat I have been 
speaking of, I neither can nor will allow it 2 


So 117. SATURDAY, JANUARY 7. 1709. 

Durate, et Tosmet rebus serrate secundis Vjfg 

Sheer Lane January 6 

TTe zs I look into the frame and constitution of my own 
mind, there is no part of it which I observe with greater 
satisfaction, than that tenderness and concern w Inch it bears 
for the good and happiness of mankind 3Jy own circum- 
stances are indeed so narrow and scanty, that 1 should taste 
but very little pleasure, could I recene it only from those 
enjoyments which are m my own possession ; but by this 
great tincture of humanity, which 1 find m all my thoughts 
and reflections, I am happier than any single person can be 
with all the wealth, strength beauty, and success, that can 
be conferred upon a mortal, if he only relishes such a pro- 

__ * Poured — a profusion ] Xot exact He might have said — “ svh an 
abundance,” or, better still, because more simply, — “ to rrany clems end 
graces." 

* The inimitable ease and gaiety of honour m this paper, occupies tie 
mind so much, that one passes it oier without adverting-, almost, to the 
extreme punty of the expression 
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portion, of these blessings as is vested in himself, and is his 
own private property By this means, every man that does 
himself any real service, does me a kindness I come in for 
my share in all the good that happens to a man of merit , 
and virtue, and partake of many gilts of fortune and power f 
that I was never horn to There is nothing in particular in j 
which I so much rejoice, as the deliverance of good and ge- 
nerous spirits out of dangers, difficulties, and distresses. 
And because the world does not supply instances of this kind 
to furnish out sufficient entertainments for such an humanity 
and benevolence of temper, I have ever delighted in reading 
the history of ages past, which draws together into a narrow 
compass the great occurrences and events that are but thinly 
sown in those tracts of time which he within our own know- 


ledge and observation “When I see the life of a great man, 
who has deserved well of his country, after having struggled 
through all the oppositions of prejudice and envy, breaking 
out with lustre, and shining forth in all the splendour of 
success, I close my book, and am an happy man for a whole 
evening 

But since in history events are of a mixed nature, and 
ofter happen alike to the worthless and the deserving, inso- 
much that we frequently see a virtuous man dying in the 
midst of disappointments and calamities, and the vicious end- 
ing their days in prospeniy and peace ; I love to amuse my- 
self with the accounts I meet with in fabulous histones and 



fictions : for in this kind of writings we have always the 
pleasure of seemg vice punished and virtue rewarded. In- 
deed, were we able to view a man in the whole circle of his 
existence, we should have the satisfaction of seemg it close 
with happmess or misery, according to his proper ment : but 
though our view of him is interrupted by death before the 
finishing of his adventures, (if I may so speak,) we may 
be sure that the conclusion and catastrophe is altogether \/ 
suitable to his behaviour. On the contrary, the whole being'' ’ 
of a man, considered as an hero, or a knight-errant, is com- 
prehended within the limits of a poem or romance, and there- 
fore always ends to our satisfaction, so that inventions of this 
kind are iike food and exercise to a good-natured disposition, 
which they please and gratify at the same time that they 
nourish and strengthen 1 The greater the affliction is in 


1 After the Terb add “ it." 
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-which we see our favourites m these relations engaged, the 
greater is the pleasure we take m seeing them relieved 
Among the many feigned histones which I have met with 
m my rea ding , there is none in which the hero’s perplexity 
is greater, and the winding out of it more difficult, than that in 
a Trench author whose name I have forgot It so happens, 
that the hero’s mistress was the sister of his most intimate 
friend, who, for certain reasons, was given out to he dead, 
while he was preparing to leave his country in quest of ad- 
ventures The hero having heard of his friend’s death, nn- 
mediately repaired to his mistress, to condole with her and 
comfort her Upon his arrival in her garden, he discovered 
at a distance a man clasped in her arms, and embraced with 
the most endearing tenderness "What should he do ? It 
did not consist with the gentleness of a kniglit-errant either 
to kill his mistress, or the man whom she was pleased to 
favour At the same time, it would have spoiled a romance, 
should he have laid violent hands on hims elf In short he 
immediately entered upon his adventures , and after a long 
senes of exploits, found out by degrees that the person he 
saw in his mistress’s arms was her own brother, taking leave 
of her before he left Ins country, and the embrace she ga\e 
him, nothing else but the affectionate farewell of a sister so 
that he had at once the two greatest satisfactions that could 
enter into the heart of man, in finding his friend aln e, whom 
he thought dead; and his mistress faithful, u hom lie had 
believed inconstant 

There are indeed some disasters so very fatal, that it is 
impossible for any accidents to rectify them Of this kmd 
was that of poor Lucretia ; and yet we see Ovid has found 
an expedient even m a case like hers He describes a beau- 
tiful and royal virgin walking on the sea-shore, where she 
was discovered by 2septune, and violated after a long and 
unsuccessful importunity To mitigate her sorrow, he offers 
her whatever she would wish for. ever, certainly, was the 
wit of woman more puzzled in finding out a stratagem to 
retrieve her honour Had she desired to be changed into a 
stock or stone, a beast, fish, or fowl, she would hai e been a 
loser by it , or had she desired to hai e been made a sea- 
nympli, or a goddess, her immortality would but have per- 
petuated her disgrace Give me, therefore, said she, such a 
shape as may make me incapable of suffering again the lik e 
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calamity, or of being reproached for what I aave already 
suffered To be short, she was turned into a man, and by 
that only means avoided the danger and imputation she so 
much dreaded. . 

I was once myself in agonies of grief that are unutterable, v\ 
and in so great a distraction of mind, that I thought myself 
even out of the possibility of receiving comfort The occa- 
sion was as follows • "When I was a youth in a part of the 
army which was then quartered at Dover, I fell m love with 
an agreeable young woman, of a good family m those parts, 
and had the satisfaction of seeing my addresses kindly re- 
ceived, which occasioned the perplexity I am going to relate. 

We were in a calm evening diverting ourselves upon the 
top of the cliff -with the prospect of the sea, and trifling 
away the time in such little fondnesses as are most ridiculous 
to people in business, and most agreeable to those in love 

In the midst of these our innocent endearments, she 
snatched a paper of verses out of my hand, and ran away 
with them I was following her, when on a sudden the -i 
ground, though at a considerable distance from the verge of ) 
the precipice, sunk under her, and threw her down from so 
prodigious a height upon such a range of rocks, as would 
have dashed her into ten thousand pieces, had her body been 
made of adamant It is much easier for my reader to imagine 
my state of mind upon such an occasion, than for me to ex- 
press it I said to myself, “ It is not in the power of heaven 
to relieve me 1 ” When I awaked , 1 equally transported 
and astonished, to see myself drawn out of an affli ction 
which the very moment before appeared to me altogether 
inextricable. 

The impressions of grief and horror were so lively on 
this occasion, that while they lasted, they made me more 
miserable than I was at the real death of this beloved person, 
(which happened a few months after, at a time when the 
match between us was concluded,) inasmuch as the imaginary 
death was untimely, and I myself in a sort an accessary ; 
whereas her decease had at least these alleviations, of bemg 
natural and inevitable 

The memory of the dream I have related, still dwells so 
strongly upon me, that I can never read the description of 

1 men I awaked ] Inimitably contrived, not to tell us that this adven- 
ture was a dream, till we come to tne catastrophe of it 
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Dover Cliff in Shakspeare’s tragedy of King Lear without 
a fresh sense of my escape The prospect from that place 
is drawn with such proper incidents, that wlioeier can read 
it without growing giddy, must hare a good head, or a very 
bad one 1 

Come on, sir, here ’s the place Stand still 1 hov fearful 
And dizzi ’tis to cast one ’s ejes so low' 

The crows and choughs that wing the midwaj air 
Show scarce as gross as beetles Half-wa> down 
Hangs one that gathers samphire Dreadful trade ! 
lUethmks he seems no bigger than his head 
The fishermen that walk upon the beach 
Appear like mice, and j on tall anchoring bark 
Diminish'd to her boat , her boat a buoy 
Almost too small for sight The murmuring surge 
(That on the unnumher’d idle pebbles beats) 

Cannot be heard so high I 'II look no more. 

Lest my brain turn 
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In tenui labor. Yuto. 

Sheer Lane, January 1 1 

I hate lately applied myself with much satisfaction to the 
curious discoveries that have been made by the help of mi- 
croscopes, as they are related by authors of our own and other 
nations There is a great deal of pleasure in prying into 
this world of wonders, which nature has laid out of sight and 
seems industrious to conceal from us Philosophy had ranged 
over all the visible creation, and began to want objects ioi 
her inquiries when the present age by the invention of 
glasses opened a new and inexhaustible magazine of rarities, 
more wonderful and amazing than any of those which aston- 
ished our forefathers I was yesterday amusing myself 
with speculations of this kind, and reflecting upon mynads 

1 A quibble, not much to the credit of the writer ror,bj a good head, 
is here meant, a head that does not turn and grow giddj at the sicht of a 
precipice and bj a bad one, is meant a head, that ] erics a man uisens.ble 
to the force of this description But these two heads maj grow together 
on tbe same shoulders — The thought, then, is a false one, and the oppo- 
sition is only in the sound, no’ in the sense 
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of animals that swim m those little seas of juices that are 
contained in the several vessels of an human body While 
my mind was thus filled with that secret wonder and delight, 
I could not hut look upon myself as in an act of devotion, 
and am very well pleased with the thought of the great 
heathen anatomist, who calls his description of the parts of 
an human body, “An. Hymn to the Supreme Being.” The 
reading of the day produced in my imagination an agreeable 
morning’s dream, if I may call it such • for I am still in doubt, 
whether it passed in my sleeping or waking thoughts . 1 
However it was, I fancied that my good genius stood at my 
bed’s head, and entertained me with the following discourse; 
for upon my rising, it dwelt so strongly upon me, that I wnt 
down the substance of it, if not the very words 

If (said he) you can be so transported with those produc- 
tions of nature which are discovered to you by those artificial 
eyes that are the works of human invention, how great will 
your surprise be, when you shall have it in your power to 
model your own eye as you please and adapt it to the bulk 
of objects, which, with all these helps, are by infinite degrees 
too minute for your perception We, who are unbodied 
spirits, can sharpen our sight to what degree we t hink fit, 
and make the least work of the creation distinct and visible 
This gives us such ideas as cannot possibly enter mto your 
present conceptions There is not the least particle of matter 
which may not furnish one of us sufficient employment for 
a whole eternity We can still divide it, and stifl. open it, 
and still discover new wonders of Providence, as we look 
into the different texture of its parts, and meet with beds of 
vegetables, mineral and metallic mixtures, and several kinds 
of animals that he hid, and as it were lost, in such an endless 
fund of matter I find you are surprised at this discourse ; 
but as your reason tells you there are infinit e parts m the 
smallest portion of matter, it will likewise convince you, 
that there is as great a variety of secrets, and as much room 
for discoveries, m a particle no bigger than the point of a 
pm, as m the globe of the whole earth Your microscopes 
bring to sight shoals of living creatures in a spoonful of 
vinegar ; but we, who can distinguish them m their different 
magnitudes, see among them several huge Leviathans, that 

1 Waling thoughts ] Tmely observed, to intimate that what follows, 
how fantastic soever it may seem, hath its foundation m truth and fact. 
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terrify the little fry of animals about them, and take their 
pastime as in an ocean, or the great deep I could not but 
srmlp a t this part of his relation, and told him, I doubted 
not but he could give me the history of several invisible 
giant s, accompanied -with their respective dwarfs, in case that 
any of these little bemgs are of an human shape. You may 
assure yourself (said he) that we see in these little animals 
different natures, instincts, and modes of life, which corre- 
spond to what you observe m creatures of bigger dimen- 
sions "We descry millions of species subsisted 1 on a green 
leaf, which your glasses represent only m crowds and 
swarms What appears to your eye but as hair or down 
using on the surface of it, we find to he woods and forests, 
inhabited by beasts of prey, that are as dreadful m those 
their haunts, as lions and tigers m the deserts of Libya I 
was mucb delighted with bis discourse, and could not for- 
bear telling him, that I should be wonderfully pleased to see 
a natural history of imperceptibles, containing a true ac- 
count of such vegetables and animals as grow and live out 
of sight Such disquisitions (answered he) are very suitable 
to reasonable creatures . and yon may be sure, there are 
many cunous spirits amongst us who employ themselves in 
such amusements lor as our hands, and all our senses, 
may he formed to what degree of strength and delicacy we 
please, in the same manner as our sight, we can make what 
experiments we are inclined to, how small soever the matter 
he m which we make them I have been present at the dis- 
section of a mite, and have seen the skeleton of a flea I 
have been shown a forest of numberless trees, which has 
been picked out of an acorn. Your microscope can show 
you in it a complete oak m miniature, and could you suit 
all your organs as we do, yon might pluck an acorn from 
this little oak, which contains another tree ; and so proceed 
from tree to tree, as long as yon would think fit to continue 
your disquisitions It is almost impossible (added be) to 
talk of things so remote from common life, and tbe or dinar y 
notions which m ankin d receive from blunt and gross organs 
of sense, without appearing extravagant and ridiculous You 
have often seen a dog opened , 2 to observe tbe circulation 


« 


1 Subsisted ] Subsist has no participle passive He should have said 
subsisting 99 

I wonder that a man of Mr Addison’s humanity, could speak of open 
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of the Wood, or make any other useful inquiry; and yet 
would he tempted to laugh if I should tell you, that a circle 
of much greater philosophers than any of the Itoyal Society, 
were present at the cutting up of one of those little anima ls s 
which we find in the blue of a plum , that it was tied downW 
alive before them , and that they observed the palpitations-' 
of the heart, the course of the blood, the working of the 
muscles, and the convulsions in the several limhs, with great 
accuracy and improvement I must confess, (said I,) for my - 
own part, I go along with you in all your discoveries with 
great pleasure , but it is certain, they are too fine for the 
gross of mankind, who are more struck with the description 
of everything that is great and bulky Accordingly we find 
the best judge of human nature setting forth Ins wisdom 
not in the formation of these minute animals, (though indeed 
no less wonderful than the other,) but m that of the Levia- 
than and Behemoth, the Horse and the Crocodile Tour 
observation (said he) is very just , and I must acknowledge 
for my own part, that although it is with much delight that I \ 
see the traces of Providence in these instances, I still take Y 
greater pleasure m considering the works of the creation in 
their immensity, than in their minuteness Por this reason, 

I rejoice when I strengthen my bight so as to make it pierce 
. mto the most remote spaces, and take a view of those hea- 
venly bodies which lie out of the reach of human eyes, though 
assisted by telescopes "What you look upon as one con- 
fused white m the milky-way, appears to me a long tract of' 
heavens, distinguished by stars that are ranged in proner 
figures and constellations While you are admiring the sky 
m a starry night, I am entertained with a variety of worlds 
and suns placed one above another, and rising up to such an 
immense distance, that no created eye can see an end of 
them 

The latter part of his discourse flung me mto such an as- \ 
tonishment, that he had been silent for some time before I 7 / 
took notice of it , when on a sudden I started up and drew 
my curtains, to look if any one was near me, but saw nobody, 
and cannot tell, to this moment, whether it was my good 
genius or a dream that left me 

mg a dog, with so much unconcern ; or think it justifiable on the preteuos 
of making a useful discovery. 
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Velut silvis, ub: passim 
Pa! antes error certo de tramite pelbt , 

Hie smistrorsum, hie destrorsum abit Hon. 

Sheer Lane, January 13. 

Instead of considering any particular passion or character 
in any one set of men, my thoughts were hist night emplored 
on tile contemplation of human life in general , and truly it 
appears to me, that the whole species are humed on hv the 
same desires, and engaged in the same pursuits, according to 
the different stages and divisions of life Youth is devoted 
to lust, middle age to ambition, old age to avarice These 
are the three general motives and principles of action both 
in good and had men , though it must be acknowledged that 
they change their names, and refine their natures, according 
to the temper of the person whom they direct and animate, 
lor with the good, lust becomes virtuous love , ambition, 
true honour; and avance, the care of posterity. This scheme 
of thought amused me very agreeably till I retired to rest, 
and afterwards formed itself into a pleasing and regular 
vision, 1 which I shall describe in all its circumstances, as the 
objects presented themselves, whether m a serious or ridi- 
culous manner 

I dreamed that I was in a wood, of so prodigious an extent, 
and cut into such a variety of walks and alleys, that all man- 
kind were lost and bewildered m it After having wandered 
up and down some time, I came into the centre of it, which 

1 Mr Addison’s serious papers on human life, haie not, in general, the 
ment ofhis humorous Even his style, on these occasions, (his genius 
not King towards abstract or formal discourse,) hath a languor m it, 
■which afi the graces of his polished manner cannot conceal But when he 
throws himself out w dreams and visions, the case is much otherwise 
Tor lus poetic invention supplies him with mam apt resemblances , and 
his magic stale (fired bj the subject, and the writer’s love of it) is then so 
bnght and glowing, that Plato himself is but second to him in this pro- 
vince of moral allegory His genius maj be compared to tho spirit m 
Milton’s Mask. Jf hen clad tn this carth-icom mould, I mean, m the 
hackncjed form of dissertation, one may take lnm for an ordinarj swain 
or villager but when he sports at ease, in his own element, and, as the 
poet sa\s, “ plays P tip plighted clouds ,” the reader zs aiec-slruch, and 
easiij recognises his divine original 
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opened into a wide plain, filled ■witli multitudes of both sexes. 

I here discovered three great roads, very wide and long, that 
led into three different parts of the forest On a sudden, 
the whole multitude broke into three parts, according to i 
their different ages, and marched in their respective bodieB tv, 
into the three great roads that lay before them As I had 
a mind to know how each of these roads terminated, and / 
whither it would lead those who passed through them, I 
joined myself with the assembly that were in the flower and 
vigour of their age, and called themselves “The Band of 
Lovers ” I found, to my great surprise, that several old men 
besides myself had intruded into this agreeable company , as 
I had before observed, there were some young men who had 
united themselves to the band of misers, and were w alking 
up the path of Avance ; though both made a very ridiculous 
figure, and were as much laughed at by those they joined as 
by those they forsook The walk which we marched up, for 
thickness of shades, embroidery of flowers, and melody of 
birds, with the distant purling of streams, and falls of water, , 
was so wonderfully delightful, that it charmed our senses, f 
and intoxicated our minds with pleasure ~We had not been 
long here, before every man smgled out some woman to 
whom he offered his addresses, and professed himself a lover ; 
when on a sudden we perceived this delicious walk to grow 
more narrow as we advanced in it, till it ended in many in- 
tricate thickets, mazes, and labyrinths, that were so mixed 
with roses and brambles, brakes of thorns and beds of flow- 
ers, rocky paths and pleasing grottoes, that it was hard to 
say, whether it gave greater delight or perplexity to those 
who travelled in it 

It was here that the lovers began to be eager m their pur- 
suits Some of their unstresses, who only seemed to retire 
for the sake of form and decency, led them into plantations 
that were disposed into regular walks , where, after they had \ 
wheeled about in some turns and windings, they suffered y’" 
themselves to be overtaken, and gave their hands to those 
■who pursued them. Others withdrew from their followers 
into little wildernesses, where there were so many paths 
interwoven with each other, in so much confusion and irre- 
gularity, that several of the lovers quitted the pursuit, or 
broke their hearts in the chase It was sometimes very odd 
to see a man pursuing a fine woman that was following 
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another, whose ere was fixed upon a fourth. that had her 
own game in view in some other quarter of the wilderness 
I could not but observe two things in this place which I 
thought \ery particular, that several persons who stood only 
{ at the end of the avenues, and cast a careless eve upon the 
• nvmphs during their whole flight, often catched them, when 
those who pressed them the most warmly through all their 
turns and doubles were wholly unsuccessful • and that some 
of my own age who were at first looked npon with aversion 
and contempt, by being well acquainted with the wilderness, 
and by dodging tlieir women in the particular comers and 
alleys of it, catched them in their arms, and took them from 
those whom they really loved and admired There was a 
particular grove, which was called ‘ The Labyrinth of Co- 
quettes where many were enticed to the chase, but few 
returned with purchase It was pleasant enough to see a 
celebrated beauty, by smiling upon one, casting a glance 
upon another, beckoning to a third, and adapting her charms 
and graces to the several follies of those that admired her, 
drawing into the labyrinth a whole pack of lovers that lost 
themselves in the maze, and never could find their way out 
of it However, it was some satisfaction to me. to see many 
of the fair ones, who had thus deluded their followers and 
left them among the intricacies of the labyrinth obliged, 
when they came out of it, to surrender to the first partner 
that offered himself. I now had crossed over all the difficult 
and perplexed passages that seemed to hound our walk, when 
on the other side of them, I saw the same great road running 
on a little way, till it was terminated by two beautiful tem- 
ples I stood here for some tune, and saw most of the mul- 
titude who had been dispersed amongst the thickets coming 
out two by two. and marching up in pairs towards the tem- 
ples that stood before us. The structure on the right hand 
was (as I afterwards found) consecrated to "Virtuous Love, 
and could not be entered but by such as received a ring, or 
some other token, from a person, who was placed as a guard 
at the gate of it He wore a garland of roses and myrtles 
' on liis head, and on his shoulders a robe like an imperial 
mantle white and unspotted all over, excepting only, that 
where it was clasped at his breast, there were two golden 
turtle dotes that buttoned it by tbeir bills, which were 
wrought in rabies. He was called by the name of Hymen, 
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and "was sealed near the temple, in a delicious bower, made 
up of several trees that were embraced by woodbines, jessa- 
mines, and amaranths, which were as so many emblems of 
- marriage, and ornaments to the trunks that supported them. ( 
As I was single and unaccompanied, I was not permitted to V.( 
enter the temple, and for that reason am a stranger to all r - 
the mysteries that were performed m it I had, however, 
the curiosity to observe how the several couples that entered 
were disposed of; which was after the following m ann er. 
There were two great gates on the back-side of the edifice, at 
which the whole crowd was let out At one of these gates 
were two women, extremely beautiful, though in a different 
kind, the one having a very careful and composed air, the 
other a sort of smile and ineffable sweetness in her counten- 
ance The name of the first was Discretion, and of the other 
Complacency. All who came out of this gate, and put them- 
selves under the direction of these two sisters, were imme- 
diately conducted by them into gardens, groves, and meadows, 
which abounded in debghts, and were furnished with every- Vy 
thing that could make them the proper seats of happiness s' 
The second gate of this temple let out all the couples that 
were unhappily married, who came out linked together by 
chains, which each of them strove to break, but could not 
Several of these were such as had never been acquainted with 
each other, before they met in the great walk, or had been 
too well acquainted in the thieket The entrance of this 
gate was possessed by three sisters, who joined themselves 
with these wretches, and occasioned most of their miseries. 

The youngest of the sisters was known by the name of 
Levity, who, with the innocenee of a virgin, had the dress 
and behaviour of a harlot. The name of the second was 
Contention, who bore on her right arm a muff made of 
the skin of a porcupine; and on her left carried a little 
lap-dog, that barked and snapped at every one that passed \ 
by her < 

The eldest of the sisters, who seemed to have a haughty 
and imperious air, was always accompanied with a tawny 
Cupid, who generally marched before her with a little mace 
on his shoulder, the end of which was fashioned into the 
horns of a stag. Her garments were yellow, and her com- 
plexion pale Her eyes were piercing, but had odd casts in 
them, and that particular distemper, which makes persons 
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■who are troubled "with it see objects double Upon inquiry, 
7 was informed that her name was Jealousy 
Haring finished my observations upon this temple, and its 
rotaries, I repaired to that which stood on the left hand, and 
J was called “The Temple of Lust” The front of it was 
'i raised on Corinthian pillars, with all the meretricious orna- 
ments that accompany that order; whereas that of the 
other was composed of the chaste and matron-like Ionic. 
The sides of it were adorned with several grotesque figures 
of goats, sparrows, heathen gods, satyrs, and monsters made 
up of half man half beast The gates were unguarded, and 
open to all that had a mind to enter Upon my going m, I 
found the windows were blinded, and let in only a land of 
twilight, that served to discover a prodigious number of dark 
comers and apartments, into which the whole temple was 
divided I was here stunned with a mixed noise of clamour 
and jollity ; on one side of me, I heard singing and dancing ; 
on the other, brawls and dashing of swords In short, I 
x i tos so little pleased with the place, that I was going out of 
‘(.if; but found I could not return by the gate where I en- 
tered, which was barred against all that were come m, with 
, bolts of iron and locks of adamant There was no going 
back from this temple through the paths of pleasure which 
led to it . all who passed through the ceremonies of the place, 
went out at an iron wicket, which was kept by a dreadful 
giant called Bemorse, that held a scourge ot scorpions m his 
hand, and drove them into the only outlet from that temple 
This was a passage so rugged, so uneven, and choked with so 
many thorns and briers, that it was a melancholy spectacle 
to behold the pains and diffi culties which both sexes suffered 
who walked through it The men, though in the prime of 
their youth, appeared weak and enfeebled with old age : the 
women wrung their hands, and tore their hair . and several 
^ ^ 0£ f their limbs before they could extricate themselves out of 
\ the peiplexines of the path m which they were engaged 
The remaining part of this vision, and the adventures I met 
with in the two great roads of Ambition and Avance, must 
be the subject of another paper. 

ADTEBTISEMEXT. 

I have this morfrms received the following letter from the 
famous 3Er. Thoma^ Dogget. 
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“ Sib, 

On Monday nest -wall "be acted for my benefit, the 
Comedy of Love for Love • if you will do me the honour to 
appear there, I will publish on the bills, that it is to be per- , ' 
formed at the request of Isaac Bickerstaffe, Esq , and ques-V 
tion not but it will bring me as great an audience, as ever f ' 
was at the house smce the Morocco ambassador was there. 

“ I am, (with the greatest respect,) 

Your most obedient, 

And must humble servant, 

Thomas Dogget ” 

'Being naturally an encourager of wit, as well as bound to 
it in the quality of censor, I returned the following answer 

“ Mb Dogget, v 

I am very well pleased with the choice you have made 
of so excellent a play, and have always looked upon you as 
the best of comedians , I shall, therefore, come in betweem • 
the first and second act, and remain m the right-hand box V/ 
over the pit till the end of the fourth, provided you take care 
that everything be rightly prepared for my reception ” 


jSTo 121 TUESDAY, JAjSTUABY 17, 1709. 

— Simihs tibi, Cynthia, vel tibi cujus 
Turbant rntidos evtmclus passer ocellos Juv 

From my own Apartment, January 16. 

I was recollecting the remainder of my vision, when my 
maid came to me and told me, there was a gentlewoman be- 
low who seemed to be in great trouble, and pressed very 
much to see me "When it lay in my power to remove the \ 
distress of an unhappy person, I thought I should very ill V 
employ my time m attending matters of speculation, and > 
therefore desired the lady would walk in ‘When she entered 
I saw her eyes full of tears : however her grief was not so 
great as to make her omit rules ; for she was very long and 
exact m her civilities, which gave me time to view and con- 
sider her Her clothes were very rich, but tarnished , and 
her words very fine, but ill applied. These distinctions made 
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me without 'hesitation, (though I had never seen her before) ash 
her,/ 1 If her lady had any commands for me?” She then began 
to weep afresh,* and with many broken sighs told me, “ That 
their family was in very great affliction” — I beseceked her to 
j compose herself, for that I might possibly be capable of assist- 
* ing them — She then cast her eye upon my little dog. and was 
again transported with too much passion to proceed, but with 
much ado, she at last gave me to understand, that Cupid, her 
lady’s lap-dog. was dangerously ill, and in so bad a condition, 
that her ladv neither saw companv nor went abroad, for which 
reason she did not come herself to consult me that as I had 
mentioned with great affection my own dog (here she curtsied, 
and looking first at the cur. and then on me, said, “Indeed I 
had reason, for he was very pretty,’ ’) her lady sent to me rather 
than to any other doctor, and hoped I would not laugh at 
her sorrow* but send her my advice I must confess 1 had 
some indignation to find myself treated like something below 
a farrier; yet well knowing that the best as well as most 
tender way of dealing with a woman, is to fall m with hoi 
fit humours, and by that means to let her see the absnrdity of 
them, I proceeded accordingly: “Pray, madam, (said I.) can 
you give me any methodical account of this illness, and how 
Cupid was first taken ?” “ Sir, (said she.) we base a little 
ignorant countn- girl, who is kept to tend him she was re- 
commended to our family by one, that my lady ne\er «aw but 
once, at a visit- and you know persons of quality are always 
inclined to strangers , for I could has e helped her to a cousm 
of my own, but — ” *■ Good madam, (said I) you neglect 
the account of the sick body, 1 while you are complaining of 
this girl ’ “ bTo, no sir, (said she,) begging your pardon . 
but it is the general fault of physicians, they are so in baste, 
that they never bear out tbe case I sav tins sillv girl after 
washing Cupid, let lum stand half an hour m the window 
without his collar, where he catebed cold, and m an hour 
\ after began to hark very hoarse He had, howei er, a pretty 
good night, and we hoped the danger was os er , but for these 
two nights past neither he nor my lady have slept a wink ” 
“ Has he (said I) taken anything ?” *“ 2s o, (said she ) but 
mr lady says, he shall take anything that you prescribe, pro- 
vided you do not make use of Jesuits’ powder, or the cold 
bath Poor Cupid (continued she) has alwass been ptlu- 

1 The tie 7 body ] Tic humour of this expression is muritahlc 

VOL. II. G 



82 


ADDISON’S "WORKS. 


sical, and as he lies under something like a chin cough, we 
are afr aid it will end in a consumption ” I then asked her, 

“ I£ she had brought any of his water to show me?” Upon 
this, she stared me in the face, and said, “ I am afraid, j 
Mr Bickerstaffe, you are not serious , l hut if you have any ' 
receipt that is proper on this occasion, pray let us have it, / 
for my mistress is not to he comforted ” Upon this, I paused 
a little without returning any answer , and after some short 
silence, I proceeded in the following manner . 2 “I have con- 
sidered the nature of the distemper, and the constitution of 
the patient, and hy the best observation that I can make on 
both, I think it safest to put him into a cotrrse of kitchen 
physic [In the mean time, to remove his hoarseness, it will , 
be the most natural way to make Cupid Ins own druggist ; 
for which reason, I shall prescribe to him, three mornings 
successively, as much powder as will he on a groat of that 
noble remedy which the apothecaries call album Grcecum 
v Upon hearing this advice, the young woman smiled , 3 as if 
she knew how ridiculous an errand she had been employed > 
in ; and indeed I found by the sequel of her discourse, that > 
she was an arch baggage, and of a character that is frequent 
enough in persons of her employment, who are so used to 
conform themselves in everything to the humours and pas- 
sions of their mistresses, that they sacrifice superiority of 
sense to superiority of condition, and are insensibly betrayed 
into the passions and prejudices of those whom they serve, 
without giving themselves leave to consider that they are 
extravagant and ridiculous. However, I thought it very 
natural, when her eyes were thus open, to see her give a new 
turn to her discourse, and from sympathizing with her mis- 
tiess in her follies, to fall a railing at her “Tou cannot 
imagine, (said she,) Mr Bickerstafte, what a life she makes 
us lead for the sake of this ugly cur : if he dies, we are the 

1 This was put m to prepare the way for the change of character. — 

See the next page 

- Proceeded in the following manner .] I suppose, in Mr Addison’s 
original draught, it stood thus — “ I dismissed her with the following pre- 
scription ” 

3 This change of character in the Abigail, is so foreign to the design of 
the paper, is so langiudlj expressed, and earned on in a vein of humour 
so unl-ke Mr. Addison’s, that I think it should be given to his coadjutor 
What I mean is, so much of tins page as is contained wi thin the crotchets, 
trow “ Tn the mean,*’ §c. to “ forced her out.” 
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most unhappy family in town. Slie chanced to lose a parrot 
last year, -winch, to tell you truly, brought me into her ser- 
vice * for she turned off her -woman upon it, who had lived 
with her ten years because she neglected to give him water. 
( though every one of the family says, she was as innocent of 
the bird’s death as the babe tkat is unborn. Isay, she told 
me this very morning, that if Cnpid should die, she would 
send the poor innocent wench I was telling you of to Bnde- 
welh and have the milk-woman tried for her life at the Old 
Bailey, for putting water into his m3k . In short, she talks 
like any distracted creature.” 

*• Since it is so. young woman, (said L) I will by no means 
let you offend her.*by staymg on this message longer than is 
absolutely necessary and so forced her out J 

"While I am studying to cure those evils and distresses 
that are necessary or natural to human life. I find my task 
_ growing upon me. smce by these accidental cares and ac- 
quired calamities, (if I may so call them ) my patients con- 
tract distempers to which their constitution is of itself a 
8 stranger But this is an evil I have for many years remarked 
in the fair sex ; and as they are by nature very much formed 
for affection and dalliance. *1 haveobservedL that when by too 
obstinate a cruelty, or any other means, they have disap- 
pointed themselves’of the proper objects of love, as husbands, 
or children, such virgins have exactly at such a year grown 
fond of lap-dogs parrots, or other animals. I know at this 
time a celebrated toast whom I allow to he one of the most 
agreeable of her sex. that in the presence of her admirers 
will give a torrent of kisses to her cat any one of which a 
Christian would he glad o£ I do not at the" S3me time deny, 
but there are as great enormities of this kind committed by 
our sex as theirs A Bom an emperor had so very great an 
esteem for a horse of his, that he had thoughts of making 
f him a consul; and several modems of that rank of men. 
’ whom we call country squires, will not scruple to kiss their 
hounds before all the world, and declare, in the presence of 
their wives, that they had rather salute a favourite of the 
pack than the finest woman in Ensland These voluntarv 
friendships between animals of different species seem to 
arise nxim instinct . for which reason, I have always looked 
upon the mutual good-will between the squire and the hound 
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to be of the same nature with that between the lion and 
the jackal 

The only extravagance of this kind which appears to me 
excusable, is one that grew out of an excess of gratitude, 
which X have somewhere met with in the life of a Turkish 
emperor His horse had brought him safe out of a field of 
battle, and from the pursmt ot a victorious enemy As a 
reward for such bis good and faithful service, his '-master 
built him a stable of marble, shod him with gold, fed him in 
An ivory manger, and made him a rack of silver He an- 
nexed to the stable several fields and meadows, lakes and 
running streams At the same time he provided for him a 
seraglio of mares, the most beautiful that could be found in 
the whole Ottoman empire To these were added a suitable 
tram of domestics, consisting of grooms, famers, rubbers, 
&c, accommodated with proper livenes and pensions In 
short, nothing was omitted that could contribute to the ease 
and happiness of his life, who had preserved the emperor’s 

“ By reason of the extreme cold, and the changeableness of 
the weather, I have been prevailed upon to allow the free use 
of the fardingal till the 20th of February next ensuing ” 


Ho. 122 THURSDAY, JAHTTABY 19, 1709. 


Cur in Theatrum Cato sei ere veins ti ? Manx. 

From my own Apartment, January 18. 

I rrsn it is thought necessary, that I (who have taken 
upon me to censure the irregularities of the age) should give 
an account of my actions when they appear doubtful, or sub- 
ject to misconstruction My appearing at the play on Mon- 
day last, 1 is looked upon as a step m my conduct which I 
ought to explain, that others may not be misled by my ex- 
ample. It is true in matter of fact, I was present at the in- 
genious entertainment of that day, and placed myself in a 
box which was prepared for me with great civility and dis- 
tinction It is said of Virgil, when he entered a Homan 

1 N.B A person dressed for Isaac Bickerstaffe did appear at the play- 
house on this occasion. 
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theatre, where there ■were many thousands of spectators pre- 
sent, that the -whole assembly rose up to do hun honour , a 
respect which was never before paid to any but the emperor 
I must confess, that universal clap, and othei testimonies of 
applause, with winch I was recen ed at my first appearance 
in the theatre of Great Britain, gave me as sensible a debglit, 
as the above-mentioned reception could give to that immortal 
poet I should be ungrateful at the same time, if I did not 
take this opportunity of acknowledging the great civilities 
that were shown me by Mr Thomas Dogget, who made lus 
compliments to me between the acts after a most ingenuous 
nnd discreet maimer , and at the same time communicated 
to me, that the company of upholders desired to receive me 
at their door at the end of the Haymarket, and to light me 
home to my lodgings That part of the ceremony I forbade, 
and took particular care during the whole play to observe 
the conduct of the drama, and give no offence by my own 
behaviour Here I think it will not be foreign to mV cha- 
racter, to lay down the proper duties of an audience, and 
what is incumbent upon each individual speclatoi m pubbe 
diversions of this nature Eveiy one should on these occa- 
sions show his attention understanding, and virtue I w ould 
undertake to find out all the persons of sense and breeding 
by the effect of a single sentence, and to distinguish a gen- 
tleman as much by Ins laugh as Ins bow ‘When we see the 
footman and lus lord diverted by the same jest, it \erv much 
turns to the diminution of the one, or the honour of the other 
But though a man’s quality may appear m his understanding 
and taste, the regard to -virtue ought to he the same m all 
ranks and conditions of men, howe\ er they make a profession 
of it under the name of honour, religion or morality "When, 
therefore, we see anything divert an audience, either m tra- 
gedy or comedy, that strikes at the duties of cml hie, or ex- 
poses what the best meu in all ages have looked upon as> 
63cred and inviolable it is the certain sign of a profligate 
race of men. who are fallen from the virtue of their lore- 
fathers, and will he contemptible in the ei cs of their poster- 
ity Bor this reason I took great delight in seeing the gener- 
ous and disinterested passion of the lovers m tins comedv 
(which stood so many trials, and was proved by such "a 
variety of diverting incidents) received with an universal ap- 
probation This brings to my mind a passage in Cicero, 
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winch I could never read without being in love with the 
virtue of a Boman audience He there describes the shouts 
and applauses which the people gave to the persons who 
acted the parts of Pylades and Orestes, in the noblest occasion / 
that a poet could invent to show friendship in perfection. V 
One of them had forfeited his life by an action which he had 
committed , and as they stood in judgment before the tyrant, 
each of them strove who should be the criminal, that he 
might save the life of his friend Amidst the vehemence of 
each asserting him self to be the offender, the Homan audience 
gave a thunder of applause, and by that means, as the author 
hints, approved in others what they would have done them- 
selves on the like occasion Methinks, a people of so much 
virtue were deservedly placed at the head of mankind: but,' 
alas ! pleasures of this nature are not frequently to be met 
with on the English stage. 

The Athenians, at a rime when they were the most polite, 
as well as the most powerful government in the world, made 
the care of the stage one of the chief parts of the adminis- 
tration : and I must confess, I am astonished at the spirit of r 
virtue which appeared in that people upon some expressions 
in a scene of a famous tragedy; an account of which we 
have in one of Seneca’s epistles A covetous person is re- 
presented speaking the common sentiments of all who are 
possessed with that vice in the following soliloquy, which 
I have translated literally. 

“ Let me be called a base man, so I am called a rich one. 

If a man is nch,who asks if he is good? The question is, 
how much we have : not from whence, or by what means we 
have it Every one has so much merit as he has wealth. 

Eor my own part, let me be nch. 0 ye gods ! or let me die. 

The man dies happily who die3 increasing his treasure. 
There is more pleasure in the possession of wealth, than in 
that of parents, children, wife, or Mends ” v 

The audience were very much provoked by the first words / 

of this speech ; but when the actor came to* the close of it, 
they could bear no longer. In short, the whole assembly 
rose up at once in the greatest fury, with a design to pluck 
him off the stage, and brand the work itself with iniamy. 

In the midst of the tumult, the author came out from behind 
the scenes, begging the audience to be composed for a little 
while, and they should see the tragical end which this wretch 
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should come to immediately The promise of punishment 
appeased the people, who sat with great attention and pleasure 
to see an example made of so odious a criminal It is with 
'V shame and concern that I speak it hut 1 ' cry much question 
whether it is possible to make a speech so impious as to raise 
such a laudable horror and indignation in a modern audience 
It is very natural for an author to make ostentation of 
his reading, as it is for an old man to tell stones for which 
reason. I must beg the reader will excuse me, it I for once 
in dulg e myself m both these inclinations TTo see the 
attention judgment, and virtue of a whole audience, in 
the foregoing' instances If we would imitate the behavioui 
of a single spectator, let us reflect upon that of Socrates, 
in a particular which gives me as great an idea of that ex- 
traordinary mamas any circumstance of Ins life, or, what 
is more of his death This venerable person often ire- 
quented the theatre which brought a great many tlnthcr out 
of a de=ire to see him On which occasion, it is recorded of 
him. that he sometimes stood, to make himself the more con- 
v spieuous and to satisfy the curiosity of the beholders He 
was one day present at the first representation of a tragedy 
of Euripides. who was his intimate friend, and w horn he is 
said to ha' e assisted in sc'eral of his plays In the midst ot the 
tragedy, which had met with x eiy great success there chanced 
to be a line that seemed to encourage vice and immorality 
This was no sooner spoken, hut Socrates rose from hi* 
seat, and without any regard to his afiection for Ins friend oi 
to the success of the play, showed himself displei-ed at wlnt 
was said, and walked out of the assembly I que-tiou not 
hut the reader will he curious to know what the line wn» 
that gave this divine heathen so much offence. If nn me- 
mory fails me not. it was m the part of Hippohtus who" w In. n 
he is pressed by an oath which he had taken to keep silence 
returned for answer, that he had taken the oath with his 
tongue, but not with his heart Had a person of a \ it’ous 
character made such a speech it might have been allowed 
as a proper representation of tbe baseness of bis thoughts - 
hut such an expression out ot the mouth of the -virtuous 
Hippohtus, was giving a sanction to falsehood, and establish- 
ing peijury by a maxim 

Having got over all interruptions, I have set apart to- 
morrow ior the dosing of my vision. 
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Ho. 123. SATURDAY, JAHTTAHY 21, 1709. 


Audire atque togam jubeo componere, quisqms 
^ Anibitione mala, aut argenti pallet amore Hoe. 

From my own Apartment, January 20. 

A COKTIHUATIOy or THE TISIOH. 

With much labour and difficulty I passed through the 
first part of my vision, and recovered the centre of the wood, 
from whence I had the prospect of the three great roads. I 
here joined myself to the middle-aged party of mankind, who 
marched behind the standard of Ambition The great road 
lay in a direct lme, and was terminated by the Temple of 
Yirtue It was planted on each side with laurels, which 
were inte rmix ed -with marble trophies, carved pillars, and 
statues of law-givers, heroes, statesmen, philosophers, and 
poets The persons who travelled up this great path, were 
such whose thoughts were bent upon doing eminent services 
to mankind, or promoting the good of their country On 
each side of this great road were several paths, that were 
also laid out in straight lines, and ran parallel with it. 
These were most of them covered walks, and received into 
them men of retired virtue, who proposed to themselves the 
same end of tlieir journey, though they chose to make it in 
shade and obscurity The edifices at the extremity of the 
walk were so contrived, that we could not see the Temple of 
Honour by reason of the Temple of Yirtue, which stood 
before it At the gates of this temple we were met by the 
goddess of it, who conducted us into that of Honour, which 
was joined to the other edifice by a beautiful triumphal arch, 
and had no other entrance into it "When the deity of the 
inner structure had received us, she presented us in a body 
to a figure that was placed over the high altar, and was the 
emblem of Eternity Sbe sat on a globe m the midst of a 
golden zodiac, holding the figure of a sun in one hand, and 
a moon in the other Her head was veiled, and her feet 
covered. Our hearts glowed within us as we stood amidst 
the sphere of light which this image cast on every side of it 

Having seen all that happened to this band of adventurers, 
I repaired to another pile of building that stood within view 
of the Temple of Honour, and was raised m imitation of it, 
upon the Tery same model; but at my approach to it, I 
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found, that the stones were laid together -without mortar, 
and the whole fabric stood upon so weak a foundation, than 
it shook with every wind that blew This was called the 
Temple of Vanity. The goddess of it sat in the midst of a 
great many tapers, that burned day and night, and made her 
appear much better than she would have done in open day- 
light Her whole art, was to show herself more beautiful 
and majestic than she really was. Tor which reason, she 
had painted her face, and wore a cluster of false jewels upon 
her breast but what I more particularly observed was, the 
breadth of her petticoat, which was made altogether in the 
fashion of a modem fardingale The place was filled with 
hypocrites, pedants, free-thinkers, and prating politicians; 
with a rabble of those who have only titles to make them 
great men. Temale votaries crowded the temple, choked 
up the avenues of it, and were more in number than the 
sand upon the sea-shore. I made it my business in my re- 
turn towards that part of the wood from whence I first set 
out, to observe the walks which led to this temple; for I met 
in it several who had begun their journey with the band of 
virtuous persons, and travelled some time m their company : 
but, upon examination, I found that there were several paths 
which led out of the great road into the sides of the wood, 
and ran into so many crooked turns and windings, that those 
who traveEed through them often turned their backs upon 
the Temple of Virtue, then crossed the straight road, and 
sometimes marched in it for a little space, till the crooked 
path which they were engaged in again led them into the 
wood The several alleys of these wanderers had their par- 
ticular ornaments - one of them I could not but take notice 
of in the walk of the mischievous pretenders to politics, 
which had at every turn the figure of a person, whom by the 
inscription I found to be Machiavel, pointing out the way 
with an extended finger like a Mercury 
I was now returned 1 in the same maimer as before, with 
a design to observe carefully everything that passed in the 
region of Avarice, and the occurrences m that assembly, 
which was made up of persons of my own age This body of 
travellers had not gone far in the third great road, before it 
led them insensibly into a deep valley, in which they jour- 
1 I teas now returned ] Return, m the sense of going bock, is a verb 
neuter. The writer should, then, haie said — “ I had now returned ” 


90 


ADDISONS WOEKS. 


neyed several days ■with great toil and uneasiness, and ■with- 
out the necessary refreshments of food and sleep The only 
relief they met -with, -was in a river that ran through the 
bottom of the valley on a bed of golden sand . they often 
drank of this stream, which had such a particular quality in 
it, that though it refreshed them for a time, it rather in- 
flamed than quenched their thirst. On each side of the 
river was a range of hills full of precious ore , for where the 
rams had washed off the earth, one might see in several parts 
of them veins of gold, and rocks that looked like pure silver. 
We were told, that the deity of the place had forbade any 
of his votaries to dig mto the bowels of these lulls, or con- 
vert the treasures they contained to any use, under pain of 
starving At the end of the valley stood the Temple of 
Avance, made after the manner of a fortification, ana sur- 
rounded with a thousand tnple-headed dogs, that were placed 
there to keep off beggars At our approach they all fell a 
barking, and would have very much terrified us, had not an 
old woman, who had called herself by the forged name of 
Competency, offered herself for our guide. She carried un- 
der her garment a golden bough, which she no sooner held 
up m her hand, but the dogs lay down, and the gates flew 
open for our reception We were led through a hundred 
irons doors, before we entered the temple At the upper 
end of it sat the god of Avarice, with a long filthy beard, 
and a meagre, starved countenance, enclosed with heaps of in- 
gots and pyramids of money, but half naked and shivering 
■with cold On his right hand was a fiend called Baprne, and 
on his left a particular favourite to whom he had given the 
title of Parsimony The first was his collector, and the 
other his cashier 

There were several long tables placed on each side of the 
temple, with respective officers attending behind them Some 
of these I inquired into At the first table was kept the 
office of Corruption Seeing a sokcitor extremely busy, and 
•whispering everybody that passed by, I kept my eye upon 
lum 1 ery attentively, and saw him often going up to a person 
that had a pen in his hand, with a multiplication table and 
an almanack before him, which, as I afterwards heard, was 
all the learning he was master of The solicitor would often 
apply himself to his ear, and at the same time convey money 
into his hand, for which the other would give him out a piece 
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of paper or parchment, signed and sealed in form The 
name of this dexterous and successful solicitor was Bribery 
At the next table was the office of Extortion Behind it 
sat a person in a hob-wig, counting over a great sum of 
money He gave out little purses to several, who, after a 
short tour, brought him in return sacks foil of the same 
kind of coin I saw at the same time a person called Eraud. 
who sat behind a counter with false scales, light weights, and 
scanty measures , by the skilful application of which instru- 
ments, she had got together an immense heap of wealth It 
would be endless to name the several officers, or describe the 
i otaries that attended in this temple There were many old 
men panting and breathless, reposing their heads on bags of 
money , nay, many of them actually dying, whose very pangs 
and convulsions (which rendered them purses useless to them) 
only made them grasp the faster There were some tearing 
with one hand all things, even to the garments and flesh of 
many miserable persons who stood before them, and with 
the other hand throwing away what they had seized, to 
harlots, flatterers, and panders, that stood behind them 
On a sudden the whole assembly fell a trembling, and 
upon inquiry, I found, that the great room we were in was 
haunted with a spectre, that many times a day appeared to 
them, and terrified them to distraction 

In the midst of their terror and amazement, the apparition 
entered, which I immediately knew to be Poverty Whether 
it were by my acquaintance with tins phantom, which had 
rendered the sight of her more famihar to me, or, however it 
was, she did not make so indigent or frightful a figure m my 
eye, as the god of this loathsome temple The miseiable 
votaries of this place were, I found, of another mind Every 
one fancied himself threatened by the apparition as she 
stalked about the room, and began to lock them coffers, and 
tie their bags, with the utmost fear and trembling 

I must confess, I look upon the passion which I saw in 
this unhappy people to be of the same nature with those 
unaccountable antipathies which some persons are bom with, 
or rather as a kind of phrensy, not unlike that which throws 
a man into terrors and agomes at the sight of so useful ana 
innocent a thing as water The whole assembly was sur- 
prised, when, instead of paying my devotions to the deity' 
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whom they aE adored, they saw me address myself to the 
phantom. 

“ 0 Poverty ! (said I,) my first petition to thee is, that 
thou wouldst never appear to me hereafter , hut if thou wilt 
not grant me this, that thou wouldst not hear a form more 
terrible than that in which thou appearest to me at present. 
Let not thy threats and menaces betray me to anything 
that is ungrateful or unjust Let me not shut my ears to 
the cries of the needy. Let me not forget the person that 
has deserved well of me Let me not, for any fear of thee, 
desert my friend, my principles, or my honour. If "Wealth 
is to visit me, and to come with her usual attendants, "Vanity 
and Avarice, do thou, O Poverty ! hasten to my rescue ; but 
bring* along with thee the two sisters, m whose company 
thou art always cheerfiil, Liberty and Innocence 

The conclusion of this vision must be deferred to another 
opportunity. 


Ho. 131. THURSDAY, PEBBUARY 9, 1709. 


— Scelus est jugulare falenmm, 

Et dare Campano toxica sseva mero Mabt. 

Sheer Lane, February 8. 

Thebe is in this city a certain fraternity of chymical 
'operators, who work under ground in holes, caverns, and 
dark retirements, to conceal their mysteries from the eyes 
and observation of mankind. These subterraneous philoso- 
phers are daily employed in the transmigration of liquors, 
and, by the power of medical drugs and incantations, raising 
under the streets of London the choicest products of the 
hills and valleys of Prance They can squeeze Bourdeaux 
out of a sloe, and draw Champagne from an apple. Yirgil, 
in that remarkable prophecy, 

Incultisque rubens pendebit Sentibus Uva, 

“ The ripening grape shall hang on ever} thorn,” 

seems to have hinted at this art, which can turn a plantation 
of northern hedges into a vineyard These adepts are known 
among one another by the name of wine-brewers, and I am 
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afraid do great injury, not only to her Majesty’s customs, 
hut to the bodies of many of her good subjects 

Having received sundry complaints against these invisible 
workmen, I ordered the proper officer of my court to ferret 
them out o£ their respective caves, and bring them before me, 
which was yesterday executed accordingly 

The person who appeared against them was a merchant, 
who had by him a great magazine of wines that he had laid in 
before the war . hut these gentlemen (as he said) had so viti- 
ated the nation’s palate, that no man could believe his to be 
^French, because it did not taste like what they sold for such. 
As a man never pleads better than where his own personal 
interest is concerned, he exhibited to the court with great , 
eloquence, That this new corporation of druggists had in- ’ 
flamed the bills of mortality, and puzzled the college of phy-jf' 
sicians with diseases, for wlucli they neither knew a name or ! 
cure He accused some of giving all their customers chokes 
and megnms , and mentioned one who had boasted, he had a 
. tun of claret by him, that in a fortnight’s time should give 
the gout to a dozen of the healthfiillest men rathe city, pro- 
vided that their constitutions were prepared for it by wealth 
and idleness He then enlarged, with a great show of reason, 
upon the prejudice which these mixtures and compositions 
had done to the brains of the English nation , as is too visible 
(said he) from many late pamphlets, speeches, and sermons, 
as well as from the ordinary conversations of the youth of 
this age He then quoted an ingenious person, who would 
undertake to know by a man’s writings, the wine he most 
delighted m , and on that occasion named a certain satirist, 
whom he had discovered to be the author of a lampoon, by a 
manifest taste of the sloe, which showed itself in it by much 
roughness and little spirit 

In the last place, he ascribed to the unna tural tumults 
and fermentations, which these mixtures raise in our blood, 
the divisions, heats, and animosities that reign among us , 
and in particular, asserted most of the modem enthusiasms 
and amtations to be nothing else but the effects of adul- 
terated port 

The counsel for the brewers had a face so extremely in- 
flamed and illuminated with carbuncles, that I did not won- 
der to see him an advocate for these sophistications His 
-rhetoric was likewise such as I should have expected from 
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the common draught, -which I found he often drank to a 
great excess Indeed, I -was so surprised at lus figure and 
parts, that I ordered him to give me a taste of his usual 
liquor ; -which I had no sooner drank, hut I found a pimple 
rising in my forehead ; and felt such a sensible decay in my 
understanding, that I -would not proceed in the trial till the 
fume of it -was entirely dissipated 

This notable advocate had little to say in the defence of 
his clients, but that they -were under a necessity of making 
claret if they -would keep open their doors, it bemg the na- 
ture of mankind to love everything that is prohibited He 
further pretended to reason, that it might be -as profitable to 
the nation to make Erencli -wine as Erench hats, and con- 
cluded -with the great advantage that this had already brought 
to part of the kingdom Upon -which he informed the court, 
“ That the lands in Herefordshire -were raised two years’ pur- 
chase since the beginning of the war.” 

"When I had sent out my summons to these people, I gave 
at the same time orders to each of them to bring the several 
ingredients he made use of in distinct phials, which they had 
done accordingly, and ranged them into two rows on each side 
of the court. The workmen were drawn up in ranks behind 
them The merchant informed me, that in one row of phials 
were the several colours they dealt in, and in the other the 
tastes He then showed me on the right hand one who went by 
the name of Tom Tintoret, who (as he told me) was the greatest 
naster m his colouring of any vintner in London To give 
me a proof of his art, he took a glass of fair water ; and by 
the infusion of three drops out of one of his phials, converted 
it into a most beautiful pale Burgundy. Two more of the 
same kind heightened it into a perfect Languedoc- from 
thence it passed into a flond Hermitage : ana after having 
' gone through two or three other changes, by the addition of 
a single drop, ended in a very deep Pontac This ingenious 
virtuoso, seeing me very much surprised at his art, told me, 
That he had not an opportunity of showing it in perfection, 
having only made use of water for the ground-work of 
his colouring ; but that if I were to see an operation upon 
liquors of stronger bodies, the art would appear to much 
greater advantage He added, “ That he doubted not but it 
would please my curiosity to see the eider of one apple take 
only a vermilion, when another, with a less quantity of tho 
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same infusion, would rise into a dark purple, according to 
Ike different texture of parts m the liquor He informed 
me also, “ That he could hit the different shades and degrees 
of red. as they appear in the pink and the rose, the clove and 
the carnation, as he had Ehemsh or Moselle, Perry or “White 
Port, to work in ” 

I was so satisfied with the ingenuity of this virtuoso, that, 
after having advised him to quit so dishonest a profession, I 
promised him. in consideration of his great genius, to recom- 
mend him as a partner to a friend of mine, who has heaped 
up great riches, and is a scarlet dyer 

The artists on my other hand were ordered in the second 
place to make some experiments of their skill before me : 
upon which the famous Harry Sippet stept out, and asked 
me, “ What I would he pleased to drink ?” At the same 
tune he filled out three or four white liquors in a glass, and 
told me, ‘That it should he what I pleased to call for,” 
adding very learnedly, “ That the liquor before him was as 
the naked substance or first matter of his compound, to 
which he and his friend, who stood over against him, could 
give what accidents or form they pleased ” Finding him so 
great a philosopher, I desired he would convey into it the 
qualities and essence of nglit Bourdeaux “ Coming, coming, 
sir,” (said he,) with the air of a drawer , and after having cast 
his eye on the several tastes and flavours that stood before 
him, he took up a little cruet that was filled with a kind of 
inky juice, and pouring some of it out into the glass of white 
wine, presented it to me, and told me, “ This was the wine 
over which most of the business of the last term had been 
despatched.” I must confess, I looked upon that sooty drug 
which he held up m his cruet, as the quintessence of English 
Bourdeaux, and therefore desired him to give me a glass of 
it by itselfj which he did with great unw illin gness My cat 
at that time sat by me, upon the elbow of my chair , and as 
I did not care for making the experiment upon myself, I 
reached it to her to sip of it, which had like to have cost her 
her life , for notwithstanding it flung her at first into freak- 
ish tricks quite contrary to her usual gravity, m less than a 
quarter of an hour she fell into convulsions , and had it not 
been a creature more tenacious of life than any other, would 
certainly have died under the operation 
X was so incensed by the tortures of my innocent domestic, 
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and the unworthy dealings of these men, that I told them, if 
each of them had as many lives as the injured creature before 
them, they deserved to forfeit them for the pernicious arts 
which they used for their profit I therefore hid them look k 
upon themselves as no better than a land of assassins and V 
murderers withm the law However, since they had dealt ^ 
so clearly with me, and laid before me their whole practice, 

I dismissed them for that time ; with a particular request. 
That they would not poison any of my friends and ac- 
quaintance, and take to some honest livelihood without los3 
of time. 

For my own part, I have resolved hereafter to he very 
careful ii. my liquors, and have agreed with a friend of mine 
in the army, upon their next march, to secure me two hogs- 
heads of the best stomach-wine in the cellars of Versailles, for 
the good of my lucubrations, and the comfort of my old age. 
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Dum tacent, clamant. Turn.. 

Sheer Lane, February 13. 

SiLES’cx is sometimes more significant and sublime than 
the most noble and expressive eloquence, and is on many 
occasions the indication of a great mind. Several authors 
have treated of silence as a part of duly and discretion, but 
none of them have considered it m this bght Homer com- 
' pares the noise and clamour of the Trojans advancing to- 
wards the enemy, to the cackling of cranes when they invade 
an army of pigmies On the contrary, he makes his coun- 
trymen and favourites, the Greeks, move forward in a regular 
determined march, and in the depth of silence. I find, in % 
the accounts which are given us of some of the more eastern f 
nations, where the inhabitants are disposed by their con- 
stitutions and climates to higher strains of thought and 
more elevated raptures than what we feel in the northern 
regions of the world, that silence is a religious exercise among 
them Dor when their public devotions are in the greatest 
fervour, and their hearts lifted up as high as words can raise 
them, there are certain suspensions of sound and motion for 
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a time, m which tlie mind is left to itself, and supposed to 
swell with sucli secret conceptions as are too "big for utter- 
ance I v have myself been wonderfully delighted with a 
\ master-piece of music, when in the -very tumult and ferment 
J of their harmony, all the voices and instruments have stop- 
*- ped short on a sudden, and after a little pause recovered 
themseli es again as it were, and renewed the concert in all 
its parts Methouglits this short interval of silence has had 
more music in it than any the same space of tune before or 
after it Theie are two instances of silence m the two 
greatest poets that ever wrote, which have something in 
them as sublime as any of the speeches m their whole works 
The first is that of Ajax, in the eleventh book of the Odyssey. 
Ulysses, who had been the rival of this great man m his 
life, as well as the occasion of his death, upon meeting his 
shade in the region of departed heroes, makes his submission 
to him with an humility next to adoration, which the other 
passes over with dumb sullen majesty, and such a silence, as 
(to use the words of Longmius) had more greatness m it 
Y than anything he could have spoken 

The next instance I shall mention is in Yirgil, where the 
poet, doubtless, imitates this silence of Ajax m that of Dido, 
though I do not know that any of his commentators have 
taken notice of it iEneas, finding, among the shades of 
despairing lovers, the ghost of her who had lately died for 
him, with the wound still fresh upon her, addresses himself 
to her with expanded arms, floods of tears, and the most pas- 
sionate professions of his own innocence as to what had hap- 
pened , all which Dido receives with the dignity and disdain 
of a resenting lover and an injured queen ; and is so far 
from vouchsafing him an answer, that she does not give him 
a single look The poet represents her as tu rning away her 
face from him while he spoke to her , and after having kept 

T her eyes for some tube upon the ground, as one that heard 
and contemned Ins protestations, flying from him into the 
grove of myrtle, and into the arms of another, whose fidelity 
had deserved her love 

I have often thought our writers of tragedy have been 
very defective in this particular, and that they might have 
given great '"beauty to their works, by certain stops and 
pauses in the representation of such passions, as it is not in 
the power of language to express There is something like 
vol n. h 
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this m tlie last act of Venice Preserved, where Pierre is 
brought to an infamous execution, and begs of his friend, as 
a reparation for past injuries, and the only favour he could 
do him, to rescue him from the ignominy of the wheel, by/ 
stabbing him As he is going to make this dreadful request, 'v 
he is not able to communicate it, but withdraws his face / 
from his friend’s ear, and bursts into tears The melancholy 
silence that follows hereupon, and continues till he has re- 
covered himself enough to reveal his mind to his friend, 
raises in the spectators a grief that is inexpressible, and an 
idea of such a complicated distress in the actor as words 
cannot utter. It would look as ridiculous to many readers 


to give rules and directions for proper silences, as for “pen- 
ning a whisper.” but it is certain, that in the extremity of 
most passions, particularly surprise, admiration, astonish- 
ment, nay, rage itself, there is nothing more graceful than to 
see the play stand for a few moments, and the audience 
fixed in an agreeable suspense during the silence of a skilful 
actor 

But silence never shows itself to so great an advantage, 
as when it is made the reply to calumny and defamation, 
provided that we give no just occasion for them We might 
produce an example of it in the behaviour of one in whom 
it appeared in all its majesty, and one whose silence, as well 
as his person, was altogether divine "When one considers 
this subject only in its sublimity, this great instance could 
not but occur to me , and smce I only make use of it to show 
the highest example of it, I hope I do not offend in it To 
forbear replying to an unjust reproach, and overlook it with 
a generous, or (if possible) with an entire neglect of it, is 
one of the most heroic acts of a great mind And I must 
confess, when I reflect upon the behaviour of some of the 
greatest men of antiquity, I do not so much admire them 
that they deserved the praise of the whole age they lived in, 
as because they contemned the envy and detraction of it 

All this is incumbent on a man of worth, who suffers un- 
der so ill a treatment, is to he by for some time in silence 
and obscurity, till the prejudice of the times be over, and 
Ins reputation cleared I have often read, with a great deal 
of pleasure, a legacy of the famous Lord Bacon, one of the 
greatest geniuses that our own or any country has produced : 
after having bequeathed his soul, body, ana estate, in the 
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usual form, he adds, "My name and memory I leave to 
foreign nations, and to my countrymen, after some time he 
passed over ” 

At the Eame time that I recommend this philosophy to 
others I must confess, I am so poor a proficient m it myself, 
that if m the course of my lucubrations it happens, as it has 
done more than once, that my paper is duller than in con- 
science it ought to he, I thuik the time an age till I have an 
opportunity of putting out another, and growing famous 
agam for two days 

I must not close my discourse upon silence, without 
informing my reader, that I have by me an elaborate treatise 
on the aposiopesis called an Et ceetera, it being a figure much 
used by some learned authors, and particularly by the great 
Littleton, who, as my Lord Chief Justice Coke observes, had 
a most admirable talent at an fyc 
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Permutes ipsis erpendere numimbus, quid 
Convemat nobis, rebusque sit utile nostns 
Nam pro jucundis aptissima quaque dabunt Dn 
Chanor est libs homo, quam sibi Nos anunorum 
Impulsu et caeca magnaque cupidine ducti 
Conjugium petimus, partumque uxoris , at lllis 
Notum, qui puen, qualisque futura sit uxor Jin 


From my (non Apartment , March 15 

Among the various sets of correspondents who apply to 
me for advice, and send up their cases from all parts ot Great 
Britain, there are none who are more i mportunate with me, and 
whom I am more inclined to answer, than the" Complamers 
One of them dates his letter to me from the hanks of a 
purling stream, where he used to ruminate in solitude upon ^ 
the divine Clanssa . and where he is now looking about for a 
} convenient leap ' which he tells me he is resolved to take, 
unless I support him under the loss of that charming per- r , 
jured woman Poor Lnvuna presses as much for consolation 
on the other side, and is reduced to such an extremity of 
despair by the inconstancy of Philander, that she tells me 
she writes her letter with ner pen in one hand, and her gar- 
ter m the other A gentleman of an ancient family ui 
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Norfolk is almost out of Lis wits upon account of a grey- 
hound, that, after having heen his inseparable companion for 
ten years, is at last run mad Another (who I believe is 
serious) complains to me, in a very moving manner, of the 
loss of a wife ; and another, in terms still more moving, of a 
purse of money that was taken from him onBagshot Heath, / 
and which, he tells me, would not have troubled him if he 
had given it to the poor. In short, there is scarce a calamity 
in human life that has not produced me a letter. 

It is, indeed, wonderful to consider, how men are able to 
raise affliction to themselves out of everything Lands and 
houses, sheep and oxen, can convey happiness and misery 
into the hearts of reasonable creatures jSTay, I have known 

a mug a scarf, or a tippet, become a solid blessing or 
misfortune A lap-dog has broke the hearts of thousands. 
Iflavia, who had buned five children, and two husbands, was 
never able to get over the loss of her parrot How often 
has a divine creature been thrown into a fit, by a neglect at 
a ball or an assembly 1 Mopsa has kept her chamber ever 
since the last masquerade, and is in greater danger of her life X 
upon being left out of it, than Clannda from the violent cold ' 
which she caught at it Nor are these dear creatures the 
only sufferers by such imaginary calamities : many an author 
has been dejected at the censure of one whom he ever looked 
upon as an idiot ; and many a hero cast into a fit of melan- 
choly, because the rabble have not hooted at him as he 
passed through the streets Theron places all Ins happiness 
m a running horse, Suffenus in a gilded chariot, Pulvius in a 
blue string, and Horio in a tulip-root It would be endless 
to enumerate the many fantastical afflictions that disturb 
mankind , but as a misery is not to be measured from the • 
nature of the evil, but from the temper of the sufferer, I shall 
present my readers, who are unhappy either in reality dr 
imagination, with an allegory, for which I am indebted to the jl ^ 
greatfatlier and prince ot_poets 7 

'As I was sitting after dinner in my elbow chair, I took up 
Homer, and dipped mto that famous speech of Achilles to 
Priam, in which he tells him, that Jupiter has by him two 
great vessels, the one filled with blessings, and the other 
with misfortunes , out of which he mingles a composition for 
every man that comes into the world. This passage so ex- 
ceedingly pleased me, that as I fell insensibly into my after* 
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noon’s slumber, it wrought my imagination into the follow- 
ing dream 

"When Jupiter took into his hands the government of the 
\ world, the several parts of nature, with the presiding deities, 
j/ did homage to him. One presented him with a mountain of 
winds, another with a magazine of hail, and a third with a 
pile of thunder-holts Thevars offered up their influences, 
the ocean gave in his trident, the earth her treats, and the sun 
his seasons Among the several deities who came to make 
their court on this occasion, the Destinies advanced with two 
great tuns carried before them, one of which they fired at ' 
the nght hand of Jupiter as he sat upon his throne, and the 
other on his left The first was filled with all the blessings, 
and the other with all the calamities, of human life Jupiter, 
in the beginning of his reign finding the world much more 
innocent than it is in this iron age, poured veiy plentifully 
out of the tun that stood at his nght hand , hut as mankind 
degenerated, and became unworthy of his blessings, he set - A 
ab roach the other vessel, that filled the world with pain and 
* poverty, battles and distempers, jealousy and falsehood, in- 
toxicating pleasures and untimely deaths 

He was at length so very much incensed at the great de- - 
p ravatvon of human nature, and the repeated provocations 
which he received from all parts of the earth that having 
resolved to destroy the whole species, except Deucalion and 
Pvrrha. he commanded the D estinie s to gather up the bless- 
ings which he had thrown away upon the sons of men, and 
lay them up till the world should be, inhabited by a more 
virtuous and deserving race of mortals 

The three sisters immediately repaired to the earth, in 
search of the several blessings that had been scattered on it, 
hut found the task which was enjoined them to he much 
more difficult than they had imagined. The first places 
^ they resorted to, as the most likely to succeed in, were cities, 
t palaces and courts • hut instead of meeting with what they 
looked for here they found nothing but envy, repining, un- 
easiness, and the hke hitter ingredients of the left-hand 
vessel "Whereas, to their great supnse. they discovered con- 
tent cheerfulness health, innocence, and other the most sub- 
stantial blessings of life, in cottages, shades and solitudes 
There was another circumstance no less unexpected than 
the former, and which gave them very great perplexity in tho 
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discharge of tlie trust which Jupiter Lad committed to them. 
They observed, that several hlessmgs had degenerated into 
calamities, and that several calamities had improved into 
hlessmgs, according as they fell into the possession of wise 
or foolish men <They often found power with so much inso- 
lence and impatience cleaving to it, that it became a misfor- 
tune to the person on whom it was conferred i Youth had 
often distempers growing about it, worse than the infirmities 
of old age : wealth was often united to such a sordid avance, 
as made it the most uncomfortable and painful land of po- 
verty On the contrary, they often found pain made glonous 
by fortitude, poverty lost in content, deformity beautified 
with virtue In a word, the hlessmgs were often like good 
fruits planted in a bad soil, that by degrees fall off from 
their natural relish, into tastes altogether insipid or unwhole- 
some , and the calamities, like harsh fruits, cultivated in a 
good soil, and enriched by proper grafts and inoculation, tall 
they swell with generous and delightful juices 

There was still a third circumstance that occasioned as 
great a surprise to the three sisters as either of the foregoing, 
when they discovered several blessings and calamities which 
had never been in either of the tuns that stood by the throne 
of Jupiter, and were nevertheless as great occasions of hap- 
piness or misery as any there These were that spurious 
crop of blessings and calamities which were never sown by 
the hand of the Deity, but grow of themselves out of the 
fancies and dispositions of human creatures Such are dress, 
titles, place, equipage, false shame, and groundless fear, with 
the like vam imaginations that shoot up m trifling, weak, and 
irresolute minds 

The Destinies findin g themselves in so great a perplexity, 
concluded, that it would be impossible for them to execute 
the c omm ands that had been given them according to their 
first intention ; for which reason they agreed to throw all the 
hlessmgs and calamities together into one large vessel, and in 
that manner offer them up at the feet of Jupiter 

This was performed accordingly, the eldest sister present- 
ing herself before the vessel, and introducing it with an apo- 
logy for what they had done. 

“ O Jupiter ' (says she,) we have gathered together all the 
good ana evil, the comforts and distresses of human life, 
which we thus present before thee in one promiscuous heap. 
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"We beseech thee that thou thyself volt sort them out for tho 
future as in thy -wisdom thou shalt think fit For -we ac- 
knowledge, that there is none heside thee that can judge what 
\ will occasion grief or jov in the heart of a human creature, 
and what will prove a blessing or a calamity to the person on 
whom it is bestowed.” 
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— TJt amens amabilis esto Ovid 

From my oicn Apartment, March 18. 

Beadisg is to the mind, what exercise is to the body As 
by the one health is preserved, strengthened, and invigor- 
ated; by the other, virtue (which is the health of the mind) 
is kept alive, chenshed. and confirmed But as exercise be- 
comes tedious and painful when we make use of it only as 
the means of health, so reading is apt to grow uneasy and 
burthensome, when we apply ourselves to it only for our 
improvement in virtue For this reason, the virtue which 
we gather from a fable, or an allegory, is like the health we 
get by hunting as we are engaged in an agreeable pursuit 
that draws us on with pleasure, and makes us insensible of 
the fatigues that accompany it 

After this preface, I shall set down a very beautiful alle- 
gorical fable of the great poet whom I mentioned in my last 
paper, and whom it is very difficult to lay aside when one is 
engaged in the reading of him • and thm I particularlv de- 
sign for the use of several of my fair correspondents, who in 
their letters have complained to me, that they have lost the 
affections of their husbands and desire my advice howto re- 
cover them 

Juno, says Homer, seeing her Jupiter seated on the top 
of Alount Ida, and knowing that he conceived an aversion to 
her, began to study how she should regain his affections, 
and make herself amiable to him "With this thought she 
immediately retired into her chamber, where she bathed 
herself in ambrosia, which gave her person all its beauty, and 
diffused so divine an odour, as refreshed all nature, and 
sweetened both heaven and earth She let her immortal 
tresses flow in the most graceful manner, and took a par- 
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ticu_ar care to dress herself m several ornaments, "which the 
poet describes at length, and which the goddess chose out as 
the most proper to set off her person to the best advantage 
In the next place, she made a visit to Yenus, the deity who 
presides over love, and begged of her, as a particular favour, 
that she would lend her for a while those charms with which 
she subdued the hearts both of gods and men [For, says 
the goddess, I< would make use of them to reconcile the two 
deities, who took care of me in my infancy, and who, at pre- 
sent, are at so great a variance that they are estranged 
from each other’s bed. Yenus was proud of an opportunity 
of obliging so, great a goddess, ana therefore made her a 
present of the cestus which she used to wear about her own 
waist, with advice to hide it in her bosom, till she had ac- 
complished her intention This cestus was a fine party- 
coloured girdle, which, as Homer tells us, had all the attrac- 
tions of the sex wrought into it The four principal figures 
in the embroidery were love, desire, fondness of speech, and 
conversation, filled with that sweetness and complacency 
which, says the poet, insensibly steal away the hearts of the 
■wisest men 

Juno, after having made these necessary preparations, 
came as by accident into the presence of Jupiter, who is said 
to have been as much inflamed with her beauty, as when he 
first stole to her embraces without the consent of their 
parents Juno, to cover her real thoughts, told him, as 
she had told Yenus, that she was going to make a visit to 
Oceanus and Tethys He prevailed upon her to stay with 
him, protesting to her, that she appeared more amiable in 
his eye, than ever any mortal, goddess, or even herself had 
appeared to him till that day The poet then represents him 
in so great an ardour, that (without gomg up to the house 
which had been built by the hands of Yulcan, according to 
Juno’s direction) he threw a golden cloud over their heads 
as they sat upon the top of hlount Ida, while the earth beneath 
them sprung up in lotuses, saffrons, hyacinths, and a bed of 
the softest flowers for their repose. 

This close translation of one of the finest passages in 
Homer, may suggest abundance of instruction to a woman 
who has a mmd to preserve or recall the affection of her hus- 
band The care of the person and the dress, with the par- 
ticular blandishments woien in the cestus, are so plainly re- 
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commended "by tins fable, and so indispensably necessary in 
every female who desires to please, that they need no further 
explanation The discretion likewise in covering all matri- 
monial quarrels from the knowledge of others, is taught in 
the pretended visit to Tethys, in the speech where Juno ad- 
dresses herself to Venus , as the chaste and prudent manage- 
ment of a wife’s charms is intimated by the same pretence 
for her appealing before Jupiter, and by the concealment of 
the cestus in her bosom 

I shall leave this tale to the consideration of such good 
housewives who are never well dressed but when they are 
abroad, and t hink it necessary to appear more agreeable to 
all men living than their husbands ■ as also to those prudent 
ladies, who, to avoid the appearance of being over-fond, en- 
tertain their husbands with indifference, aversion, sullen 
silence, or exasperating language 

Sheer Lane , March 17. 

Tiros' my coming home last night, I found a Tery hand- 
some present of wine left for me, as a taste of 216 hogsheads 
which are to be put to sale at £20 a hogshead, at GaiTaway’s 
Coffee-house, in Exchange Alley, on the 22nd instant, at 
three in the afternoon, and to be tasted m Major Long’s 
vaults from the 20th instant till the tune of sale This 
having been sent to me with a desire that I would give my 
judgment upon it, I immediately impanelled a jurv of men 
of nice palates and strong heads, who being all of ttem very 
scrupulous, and unwilling to proceed rashly m a matter of 
so great importance, refosed to bring m their verdict till 
three in the morning, at which time the foreman pro- 
nounced, as well as he was able, Extra — a — ordinary Erench 
claret Eor my own part, as I love to consult my pillow in 
all points of moment, I slept upon it before I would give my 
sentence, and this morning confirmed the verdict 

Having mentioned this tribute of wine, I must give notice 
to my correspondents for the future, who shall apply to me 
on this occasion that as I shall decide nothing unadvisedly 
m matters of this nature, I cannot pretend to give judgment 
of a right good liquor, without examining at least three 
dozen bottles of it I must at the same time do myself the 
justice to let the world know, that I have resisted great 
temptations in this kind , as it is well known to a butchci 
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in Clare Market, who endeavoured to corrupt me with a 
dozen and half of marrow-hones I had likewise a "bribe 
sent me by a fishmonger, consisting of a collar of brawn and 
a jole of salmon, but not findin g them excellent in their 
lands, I had the integrity to eat them both up without 
speaking one word of them However, for the future, I 
shall have an eye to the diet of this great city, and will re- 
commend the best and most wholesome food to them, if I 
receive these proper and respectful notices from the sellers, 
that it may not be said hereafter, my readers were better 
taught than fed. 


Ho 148 TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 1709 


— Gust (is elements per omnia qusenmt, 

Nunquam ammo pretns obstantibus — Jdv 

From my own Apartment, March 20. 

HAvutg intimated in my last paper, that I design to take 
under my inspection the diet of this great city, I shall begin 
with a very earnest and serious exhortation to all my well- 
disposed readers, that they would return to the food of their 
forefathers, and reconcile themselves to beef and mutton 
This was that diet which bred that hardy race of mortals, 
who won the fields of Cressy and Agincourt I need not go up 
so high as the history of Guy, Earl of "Warwick, who is well 
known to have eaten up a dun cow of his own killing The 
renowned Bang Arthur is generally looked upon as the first 
who ever sat down to a whole roasted ox (w'hich was cer- 
tainly the best way to presen e the gravy) , and it is further 
added, that he and his knights sat about it at his round 
table, and usually consumed it to the very bones before they 
would enter upon any debate of moment The Black Prince 
was a professed lover of the brisket; not to mention the 
history of the sirloin, or the institution of the order of beef- 
eaters, which are all so many evident and undeniable marks 
of the great respect which our warlike predecessors have 
paid to this excellent food The tables of the ancient gentry 
of this nation were covered thrice a day with hot roast-beef; 
and I am credibly informed by an antiquary who has searched 
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tie registers in which tie iills of fare of tie court are re- 
corded, tiat instead of tea and bread and butter, which 
hare prevailed of late years, the maids of lionorn in Queen 
Elizabeth's time were allowed three rumps of beef for their 
breakfast Mutton has likewise been in great repute among 
our valiant countrymen, but was formerly observed to be the 
food rather of men of nice and delicate appetites, than those 
of strong and robust constitutions Tor which reason, even 
to this day, we use the word sheep-biter as a term ‘of re- 
proach, as we do a beef-eater in a respectful and honourable 
sense As for the flesh of lamb veal, chicken, and other 
animals under age. they were the invention of sicklv and 
degenerate palates, according to that wholesome remark of 
Daniel the historian, who takes notice that m all tares upon 
provisions, during the reigns of several of our kings, there is 
nothmg mentioned besides the flesh of such fowl and cattle 
as were arrived at their full growth and were mature for 
slaughter The common people of this kingdom do still keep 
up the taste of their ancestois , and it is to this that we in 
a great measure owe the unparalleled victories that have 
been gamed in this reign • for I would desire my reader to 
consider, what work our countrymen would have made at 
Blenheim and Bamilhes, if they liad been fed -with fricassees 
and ragouts 

Eor tins reason we at present see the florid complexion, 
the strong limb, and the hale constitution, are to he found 
chiefly among the meaner sort of people, or m the wild gen- 
try, who have been educated among the woods and moun- 
tains whereas many great families are insensibly fallen off 
from the athletic constitution of their progenitors, and are 
dwindled away into a pale, sickly, spindle-legged generation 
of valetudinarians 

I may perhaps be thought extravagant m my notion , hut 
I must confess, I am apt to impute the dishonours that some- 
times happen in great families to the inflaming kind of diet 
which is so much in fashion Many dishes can excite desire 
without giving strength, and heat the body without nourish- 
ing it : as physicians observe, that the poorest and most dis- 
pirited blood is most subject to fevers I look upon a 
French ragout to he as pernicious to the stomach as a glass 
of spirits , and when I have seen a young lady swallow all 
the instigations of high soups, seasoned sauces, and forced 
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meats, I have wondered at the despair or tedious sighing of 
her lovers 

The rules among these false delicates, are to he as contra* 
dictory as they can he to nature 
"Without expecting the return of hunger, they eat for ap- 
petite, and prepare dishes not to allay, hut to excite it 
They admit of nothing at their tables in its natural form, 
or without some disguise 

They are to eat everything before it comes in season, and 
to leave it off as soon as it is good to he eaten 

They are not to approve anything that is agreeable to 
ordinary palates , and nothing is to gratify their senses, hut 
what would offend those of their inferiors « 

I remember I was last summer invited to a friend’s house, 
who is a great admirer of the Trench cookery, and (as the 
phrase is) “ eats well ” At our sitting down I found the 
table covered with a great variety of unknown dishes I was 
mightily at a loss to learn what they were, and therefore did 
not know where to help myself That which stood before me 
I took to be a Toasted porcupine ; however, did not care for 
asking questions , and have since been informed, that it was 
only a larded turkey. I afterwards passed my eye over se- 
veral hashes, which I do not know the names of to this day 5 
and hearing that they were delicacies, did not think fit to 
meddle with them 

Among other dainties, I saw something like a pheasant, 
and therefore desired to be helped to a wing of it, but, to 
my great surprise, my friend told me it was a rabbit, winch 
is a sort of meat I never cared for At last I discovered, 
with some joy, a pig at the lower end of the table, and beg- 
ged a gentleman that was near it to cut me a piece of it. 
Upon which the gentleman of the house said, with great 
civility, I am sure you will like the pig, for it was whipped 
to death I must confess, I heard him with horror, and 
could not eat of an animal that had died such a tragical 
death : I was now in great hunger and confusion, when, me- 
thought, I smelled the agreeable savour of roast-beef, but 
could not tell from which dish it arose, though I did not 
question but it lay disguised m one of them Upon turning 
my head, I saw a noble sirloin on the side-table, smoking in 
the most delicious manner I had recourse to it more than 
once, and could not see, without some in <h "nation, that sub- 
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etantial English dish banished in so ignominious a manner, 
to make war for Trench kickshaws 
The dessert ■was brought up at last, -which, in truth, was 
as extraordinary as anything that had come before it The 
'whole, when ranged in its proper order, looked like a very 
beautiful wintei -piece There were several pyramids of can- 
died sweetmeats, that hung like icicles, with 'fruits scattered 
up and down, and hid in an artificial kind of frost At the 
same time, there were great quantities of cream beaten up 
into a snow, and near them little plates of sugar-plums, 
disposed like so many heaps of hail-stones, with a multitude 
of congelations in jellies of various colours I was indeed 
so pleased with the several objects which lay before me, that 
I did not care for displacing any of them, and was half angry 
with the rest of the company, that, for the sake of a piece of 
lemon-peel, or a sugar-plum, would spoil so pleasing a pic- 
ture Indeed, I could not but smile to see several of them 
cooling their mouths with lumps of ice, which they had just 
before been burning with salts and peppers 

As soon as this show was over I took my leave, that I 
might finish my dinner at my own house . for as I in every- 
thing love what is simple and natural, so particularly in my 
food, two plain disnes, with two or three good-natured, 
cheerful, ingenious friends, would make me more pleased and 
vain, than Si that pomp and luxury can bestow. Por it is 
my maxim, * That he keeps the greatest table, who has the 
most valuable company at it ” 
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Du, quit ns unperram est ammarum, umbneque silentes, 

Et Chaos, et Phlegethon, loca node sflentia late, 

Sit nuhi fas andua loqui, sit nunune vestro 
Pandere xes alta terra et caligine mersas Yxkg 

From my own Apartment, March 29 

A who confines his speculations to the time present, 
has hut a very narrow province to employ his thoughts in 
Por this reason, persons of studious and contemplative 
natures often entertain themselves with the histoiy of past 
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ages, or raise schemes and conjectures upon futurity Eor 
my own part, I love to range through that half of eternity 
which is still to come, rather than loot on that which is 
already run out, because I hnow I have a real share and in* 
terest in the one, whereas all that was transacted in the 
other can he only matter of curiosity to me. 

Upon this account, I have been always veiy much de- 
lighted with meditating on the soul’s immortality, and in 
reading the several notions 1 which the wisest of men, both 
ancient and modem, have entertained on that subject What 
the opinions of the greatest philosophers have been, I have 
several times hinted at, and shall give an account of them 
from tame to time as occasion requires It may likewise be 
worth while to consider, what men of the most exalted 
genius, and elevated imagination, have thought of this mat- 
ter Among these, Homer stands up as a prodigy of mankind, 
that looks down upon the rest of human creatures as a 
species beneath him. Smce he is the most ancient heathen 
author, we may guess from his relation, what were the com- 
mon opinions in his time concerning the state of the soul 
after death. 

Ulysses, he tells us, made a voyage to the regions of the 
dead, in order to consult Tiresias how he should return to 
his own country, and recommend himself to the favour of the 
gods The poet scarce introduces a single person, who doth 
not suggest some useful precept to his reader, and designs 2 
his description of the dead, for the amendment of the living. 

Ulysses, after having made a very plenteous sacrifice, sat 
him down by the pool of Holy Blood, which attracted a pro- - 
digious assembly of ghosts of all ages and conditions, that 
hovered about the hero, and feasted upon the steams of his 
oblation. The first he knew, was the shade of Elpenor, who, 
to show the activity of a spirit above that of body, is repre- 
sented as arrived there long before Ulysses, notwithstanding 
the winds and seas had contributed all their force to hasten 

1 In reading the several notions ] We do not read notions, but the 
bsols which contain them The proper word is — “ observing, contemplat- 
ing,” or some such participle, expressing an act of the mmd upon its 
ideas 

2 Scarce introduces— and designs ] The two parts of this sentence do 
not connect properly. He should have expressed himself in some such 
waj as this - — “ He mates almost every person, whom he introduces, 
suggest — and designs,” &c. 
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his voyage tlntlier This Elpenor. to inspire the reader with 
a detestation of drunkenness, and at the same time with a 
religious care of doing proper honours to the dead, describes 
^ himself as having broken his neck in a debauch of wine; 
/ and begs Ulysses, that for the repose of his souL he would 
build a monument over him, and perform funeral ntes to Ins 
memory. Ulysses with great sorrow of heart promises to 
fulfil Ins request and is immediately diverted to an object 
much more moving than the former The ghost of Ins own 
mother Antidea, whom he still thought living, appears to 
him among the multitude of shades that surrounded him and 
sits down at a small distance from him by the lake of Blood, 
without speaking to him, or knowing who he was Ulysses 
was exceedingly troubled at the sight, and could not forbear 
weeping as he iooked upon her : but being all along set forth 
as a pattern of consummate wisdom, he makes his affection 
give way to prudence ; and therefore, upon his seeing Tire- 
sias, does not reveal himself to his mother, till he had con- 
sulted that great prophet, who was the occasion of this his 
- descent into the empire of the dead Tiresias having eau- 
1 tioned him to keep himself and his companions free from 
the guilt of sacrilege, and to pay his deiotions to all the 
gods promises him a return to Ins kingdom and family, and 
a happy old age in the enjoyment of them 
The poet having thus with great art kept the curiosity of 
his reader m suspense, represents his wise man, after the 
despatch of Ins business with Tiresias, as yielding himself up 
to the calls of natural affection, and making himself known 
to Ins mother. Her eyes are no sooner opened, but she 
cnes out in tears, * Oh my son'” and inquires into the occa- 
sions that brought him tlntlier, and the fortune that attended 
him. 

Ulysses on the other hand desires to know, what the sick- 
ness was that had sent her into those regions and the con- 
t dition in which she had left his father, Ins son, and more 
/ particularly his wife She tells him, they were all three in- 
consolable for bis absence. “ And as for mvself, (says she,) 
that was the sickness of which I died. Aty impatience for 
your return, my anxiety for your welfare, and my fondness 
tor my dear Ulysses, were the only distempers that preyed 
upon my life, and separated my soul from my body ” Ulysses 
was melted with these expressions of tenderness*, and thrice 
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endeavoured to catcli the apparition in his arms, that lie 
might hold his mother to his bosom and weep over her. 

This gives the poet occasion to describe the notion tho 
heathens at that time had of an unbodied soul, in the excuse 
which the mother makes for seeming to withdraw herself 
from her son’s embraces “The soul, (says she,) is com- 
posed neither of bones, flesh, nor smews, but leaves behind 
her all those encumbrances of mortality to be consumed on 
the funeral pile. As soon as she has thus cast her burthen, 
she makes her escape, and flies away from it like a dream.” 

When this melancholy conversation is at an end, the poet 
draws up to view as charming a vision as could enter into 
man’s imagination He describes the nest who appeared to 
Ulysses, to have been the shades of the finest women that 
had ever lived upon the earth, and who had either been the 
daughters of kings, the mistresses of gods, or mothers of 
heroes , such as Antiope, Alcmena, Leda, Ariadne, Iphi- 
media, Enphyle, and several others, of whom he gives a cata- 
logue, with a short history of their adventures The beautiful 
assembly of apparitions were all gathered together about the 
blood : “ Each of them (says Ulysses, as a gentle satire upon 
female vanity,) giving me an account of her birth and family ” 
This scene of extraordinary women seems to have been de- 
signed by the poet as a lecture of mortality to the whole 
sex, and to put them in mind of what they must eipect, not- 
withstanding the greatest perfections and highest honours 
they can arrive at. 

The circle of beauties at length disappeared, and was suc- 
ceeded by the shades of several Grecian heroes, who had 
been engaged with Ulysses in the siege of Troy The first 
that approached was Agamemnon, the generalissimo 1 of that 
great expedition, who at the appearance of his old friend 
wept veiy bitterly, and without saying anything to him, en- 0 
deavoured to grasp him by the hand Ulysses, who was 
much moved at the sight, poured out a flood of tears, and 
asked him the occasion of his death; which Agamemnon 
related to him in all its tragical circumstances , how he was 
murdered at a banquet by the contrivance of his own wife, 
m confederacy with her adulterer; from whence he takes 
occasion to reproach the whole sex, after a manner which 

1 Generalissimo ] Instead of this cant and ludicrous term, he should 
have use^ >e more noble one of “General,” or “ Commmander-m-chxef’\ 
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would be inexcusable in a man who bad not been so great a 
sufferer by them “ My wife (says be) has disgraced all the 
women that shall ever be bom into the world, even those 
' who hereafter shall be innocent Take care how you grow 
^ too fond of your wife Xever tell her all you know It you 
' reveal some" things to her. be sure you keep others concealed 
from her. ‘ Ton. indeed, have nothing to fear' from your 
Penelope, she will not use you as my wife has treated me ; 
however take care how you trust a woman ” The poet in 
this and other instances according to the system of many 
heathen as well as Christian philosophers shows, how anger, 
revenge, and other habits which the soul had contracted in 
the body, subsist and grow in it under its state of separation 
I am extremely pleased with the companions which the * 
poet in the next description assigns to Achilles. “ Achilles 
(says Homer) came up to me with Patroclus and Antilochus ” 
By which we may see that it was Homer’s opinion, and pro- 
bably that of the age he lived in. that the 'friendships which 
are made among the living will likewise continue among the 
r dead Achilles inquires after the welfare of his son, and of 
his father, with a fierceness of the same character that Homer 
has everywhere expressed in the actions of his life. The 
passage relating to his son is so extremely beautiful, that I 
must not omit it. Ulysses, after having described him as 
wise in conncil and active in war, and mentioned tbe foes 
whom he had slam m battle adds an observation that he 
himself had made of his behaviour whilst he lay m the 
wooden horse. * Most of the generals (says he) that were 
with ns, either wept or trembled; as for your son, I neither 
saw him wipe a tear from his cheeks, or change his counte- 
nance On the contrary, he would often lay his hand upon 
his sword, or grasp his spear as impatient to employ them 
against the Trojans ” He then informs his father of the 
r great honour and rewards which he had purchased before 
^Troy, and of his return from it without a wound The shade 
of Achilles, says the poet, was so pleased with the account 
he received of his son, that he inquired no further, hut 
stalked away with more than ordinary majesty over the 
green meadow that lay before them 
This last circumstance of a deceased father’s rejoicing in 
the behaviour of his son, is very finely contrived by Homer 
vou u. I 
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as an incentive to virtue, and made use of by none that I 
know besides himself 

The description of" Ajax, which follows, and his refusing 
to speak to ulysses, who had won the armour of Achilles / 
from him, and by that means occasioned his death, is admired V 
by every one that reads it "When Ulysses relates the sullen- / 
ness of his deportment, and considers the greatness of the 
hero, he expresses lnmself with generous and noble senti- 
ments “ Oh 1 that I had never gamed a prize which cost the 
life of so brave a man as Ajax ! who, for the beauty of his 
person, and greatness of his actions, was inferior to none 
but the divine Achilles.” The same noble condescension, 
which never dwells but in truly great minds, and such as 
Homer would represent that of Ulysses to have been, dis- 
covers itself likewise m the speech which he made to the 
ghost of Ajax on that occasion “ 0 Ajax ! (says he,) will 
you keep your resentments even after death ? what destruc- 
tions hath this fatal armour brought upon the Greeks by 
robbing them of you, who were their bulwark and defence ! 
Achilles is not more bitterly lamented among us than you 't 
Impute not then your death to any one but Jupiter, who, out ' 
of ms anger to the Greeks, took you away from among them: 
let me entreat you to approach me ; restrain the fierceness 
of your wrath, and the greatness of your souL and hear 
what I have to say to you ” Ajax, without making a reply, 
turned his back upon him, and retn’ed into a crowd of ghosts 

Ulysses, after all these visions, took a view of those im- 
pious wretches who lay in tortures for the cranes they had 
committed upon the earth, whom he describes under ail the 
varieties of pain, as so many marks of divine vengeance, to 
deter others from following their example He then tells 
us, that, notwithstanding he had a great curiosity to see the 
heroes that lived m the ages before him, the ghosts began to 
gather about him m such prodigious multitudes, and with 
such confusion of voices, that his r heart trembled as he saw j 
himself amidst so great a scene of horrors He adds, that ' 
he was afraid lest some hideous spectre should appear to 
him, that might terrify him 'to distraction; and therefore 
withdrew m time 

I question not but my reader will be pleased with this 
description of a future state, represented by such a noble 
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finfl fruitful imagination, that had nothing to direct it be- 
sides the light of nature, and the opinions of a dark and 
lpnorant age 1 



Bombaho, Clangor, Stridor, Taratantara, Murmur. Fm. Rhet. 

From my own Apartment, March 31. 

I hate heard of a very valuable picture, therein all the 
painters of the age in which it -was drawn are represented 
sitting together in a circle, and joining in a concert of music 
Each of them plays upon such a particular instrument as is 
the most suitable to his character, and expresses that style 
and manner of painting "which is peculiar to him The 
famous cupola-p ainter ot those times, to show the grandeur 
and boldness of his figures, hath a horn in his mouth, which 
he seems to wind with great strength and force On the 
f contrary, an eminent artist, who wrought up his pictures with 
' the greatest accuracy, and gave them all those delicate 
touches which are apt to please the nicest eye, is represented . 
as tuning a theorbo The same kind of humour runs ' 
through the whole piece 

I have often from this hint imagined to myself, that differ- 
ent talents in discourse might be shadowed out after the \ 
same manner by different kinds of music; and that the \ 
several co nversa ble_parts of mankind m this great city might 1 
be cast into proper characters and divisions as they resemble 
several instruments that are m use among the masters of 
harmony. Of these, therefore, in their order, and first of 
the drum. 

* Tour drums are the blusterers in conversation, that with 

1 These extracts from the writings of antiquity, though curious m 
} themselves, and embellished by the masterly pen of our author, are jet, 
bj- no means, the most pleasmg parts, of his works The reason I take 
to be, that, to the learned reader, they want the grace of ncveltj ; and, to 
the unlearned, as not entering into the ideas of ancient times, they appear 
cold and insipid. In the case before us, manj a person, who is h tie 
affected by this gloomy tale of Homer’s ghosts, would be warmed into an 
enthusiasm of virtue, bj the fine paintings of futurity, which o„r best 
writers have given, on the ideas of improved philosophj or sacred Scrip- 
ture; or, by one of Mr Addison's own tisions. 
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a loud laugh, unnat ural mirth, and a torrent for noise, domi- 
neer in public assemblies, overbear men of sense, stun their 
companions, and fill the place they are in ■with a rattling 
sound, that hath seldom any -wit, humour, or good breeding 
in it The drum, notwithstanding, by this boisterousxivadty, \ 
is very proper to impose upon the ignorant , and in convers- J 
ation -with ladies, who are not of the finest taste, often 
passes for a man of mirth and wit. and for wonderful pleasant 
company. I need not observe, that' the emptiness of the 
drum very much contributes to its noise 

The lute is a character directly opposite to the drum, that 
sounds very finely by itself, or in a very small concert Its 
notes are exquisitely sweet, and very low, easily drowned in a 
multitude of instruments, and even lost among a few, unless 
you give a particular attention to it A lute is seldom heard 
in a company of more than five, whereas a drum will show 
itself to advantage in an assembly of five hundred. The 
lutanists, therefore, are men of a fine genius, uncommon re- 
jection, great affability, and esteemed chiefly by persons of 
a good taste, whoTare the only proper judges of so delightful 
and soft a melody. ' 

The trumpet is an instrument that has in it no compass of 
music, or variety of sound, but is notwithstanding very 
agreeable, so long as it keeps within its pitch. It has not 
above four or file notes, which are, however, veiy pleasing, 
and capable of exquisite turns and modulations. The gen- 
tlemen who fall under this denomination, are your men of 
the most fashionable education and refined breeding, who 
have learned a certain smoothness of discourse, and spright- 
liness of air, from the polite company they have kept ; but 
at the same time have shallow parts, weak judgments, and a 
short reach of understanding ; a play-house, a drawing-room, 
a ball, a visiting-day, or a ring at Hyde Park, are the few 
notes they are masters of, which they touch upon in all con — . 
versations The trumpet, however, is a necessaiy instrument J 
about a court, and a proper enlivener of a concert, though of * 
no great harmony by itself. 

Yiohns, are the lively, forward, importunate wits, that 
distinguish themselves by the flourishes*"!)? imagination, 

, sharpness of repartee, glances of satire, and bear away the 
upper part in every concert I cannot, however, but ob- 
serve, that when a man is not disposed to hear music, there 
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is not a more disagreeable sound m liarmony, than that of a 
violin 

There is another musical instrument, "which is more fre- 
quent in this nation than in any other ; I mean your bass- 
noLjvhich grumbles in the bottom of the concert, and with 
asudv, masc ulin e sound strengthens the harmony, and tem- 
pers the sweetness of the several instruments that play along 
with it The bass-viol is an instrument of a quite different 
nature to the trumpet and may signify men oi rough sense, 
and unpolished parts, who do not love to hear themselves 
folk, but sometimes break out with an agreeable bluntness, 
unexpected wit, and surly pleasantries, to the no small di- 
version of their friends and companions In short, I look 
upon every sensible, true-born Briton to be naturally a bass- 
viol 

As for your rural wits, who talk with great eloquence and 
alacrity of foxes, hounds, horses, quickset hedges, and six- 
bar gates, double ditches, and broken necks, I am in doubt 
whether I should give them a place m the conversable world 
However, if they will content themselves with bemg raised 
to the dignity oi hunting-horns I shall desire for the future 
that they may be known by that name 

I must not here omit the bagpipe species, that will enter- 
tain you from morning to night with the repetition of a few 
notes, which are played over and over, with the perpetual 
humming of a d rone r unning underneath them. These are 
your dull, heavy Hfedious story-tellers the load and burthen 
of conversations, that set up for men of importance, by know- 
ing secret history, and giving an account of transactions, 
that whether 1 they ever passed in the world or not. doth not 
signify an halfpenny to its instruction, or its welfare Some 
nave observed, that the northern parts of this island are 
more particularly fruitful in bagpipes 

There are so very few persons who are masters in eierv 
kind of conversation, and can talk on all subjects, that I do 
not know whether we should make a distinct species of them ; 
nevertheless, that my scheme may not be defective, for the 
sake of those few wlio are endowed with such extraordinary 

t 

1 * That whether" — to — "welfare "] Careless!} and elliptically ex- 
pressed. The sense is, and perhaps the expression should lave been — 
“ transactions so frivolous, that one is not concerned to inquire whether 
they ever passed in the world or not.” 




talents, I stall allow them to he h arpsic hords, a kind of 
music which every one knows is a concert by itself 
As for your passmg bells, who look upon mirth as criminal, 
and talk of nothing hut what is melancholy in itself, and ' 
u ; , mortifying to human nature, I shall not mention them 

I shall likewise pass over in silence all the rabble of man- 
land, that crowd our streets, coffee-houses, feasts, and public 
tables I cannot call their discourse conversation, but rather 


something that is practised in imitation of it For which 
reason, if I would describe them by any musical instrument, 
lit should be by those modern inventions of the bladder and 
'string, tongs and key, marrowbone and cleaver 

My reader will doubtless observe, that I have only touched 
here upon male instruments, having reserved my female con- 
cert to another occasion 'If he has a mind to know where 


these several characters are to be met with, I could direct 
him to a whole club of drums , not to mention another of 
bagpipes, which I have before given some account of in my 
description of our nightly meetings m S heer Lan e The — < 
Iute3 may often be met with in couples upon the banks of a ) 
crystal stream, or in the retreats of shady woods and flowery 
meadows , which for different reasons are likewise the great 
resort of your hunting horns Bass-viols are frequently to 
be found over a glass of stale beer and a pipe of tobacco , 
whereas those who set up for violins, seldom fail to make 
their appearance at " Will’ s once every evening You may 
meet with a trumpet anywhere on the other side of Charing 
Cross \n A* n> - r „' •' 1 


That we may draw something for our advantage m life 
out of the foregoing discourse, I must entreat my reader 
to make a narrow search mto his life and conversation, and 
upon his leaving any company, to examine himself seriously, 
whether he has behaved himself m it like a drum or a 


• trumpet, a violin or a bass-viol ; and accordingly endeavour 
to mend his music for the future For my own part, I must 
confess, I was a drum for many years , nay, and a very noisy 
one, till having polished myself a little in good company, I 
threw as much of the trumpet mto my conversation as was 
possible for a man of an impetuous temper, by which mixture 
of different musics, I look upon myself, during the course oft 
many years, to have resembled a tabor and pipe I have 
since very much endeavoured at the sweetness of the lute j 
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but in spite of all mv resolutions I must confess -with great 
confusion, that I find myself daily degenerating into a bag- 
pipe , -whether it be the effect of my old age or of the eom- 
fpany I keep, I know not All that I can do is to keep a 
watch over my conversation, and to silence the drone as soon 
as I find it begin to hum in my discourse, being determined 
rather to hear the notes of others, than to play out of time, 
and encroach upon their parts in the concert by the noise of 
so tiresome an instrument 

I shall conclude this paper with a letter which I received 
last night from a friend oi mine, who knows very well mv 
notions upon this subject, and invites me to pass the even- 
ing at his house, with a select company of inends, m the 
following words : 

“ Deab Isaac, 

I intend to have a concert at my house this evening, 
having by great chance got a harpsichord, which I am sure 
will entertain you very agreeably There will be likewise 
two lutes and a’ trumpet . let me beg you to put yourself in 
tune, and believe me, 

Your very faithful servant, 

Kicholas Huvidbuji ” 
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Obscuns vera mvolvens Yirg j£-s 1. vx 

From my own Apartment. April 3 

TVe have already examined Homer’s description of a 
future state, and the condition m which he hath placed the 
souls of the deceased I shall in this paper make some ob- 
servations on the account which Yirgil hath given us of the 
same subject, who besides a greatness of genius, had all the 
lights of philosophy and human learning to assist and guide 
him m his discoveries 

-Eneas is represented as descending into the empire of 
death, with a prophetess by his side, who instructs him m 
the secret of those lower regions 

Upon the confines of the dead, and before the very gates of 
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this infernal world, Yirgil describes several .inhabitants, 
•whose natures are wonderfully suited to the situation of the 
place, as being either the occasions or resemblances of death 
Of the first kind are the shadows of Sickness, Old Age, Pear,, 
Famine, and Poverty (apparitions very terrible to behold) : 
w ith several others, as Toil, War, Contention, and Discord, / 
which contribute all of them to people this common re- 
ceptacle of human souls As this was likewise a very proper 
residence for everything that resembles Death, the poet 
tells us, that Sleep, whom he represents as a near relation to 
Death, has likewise his habitation in these quarters, and de- 
scribes in them a huge gloomy elm-tree, which seems a very 
proper ornament for the place, and is possessed by an in- 
numerable swarm of Dreams, that hang m clusters under 
every leaf of it He then gives us a list of imaginary per- 
sons, who very naturally he within the shadow of the Dream- 
tree, as being of the same kind of make in themselves, and the 
materials, or (to use Shakspeare’s phrase) the stuff of which 
dreams are made Such are the shades of the Giant with a 
hundred hands, and of his brother with three bodies , of the ^ 
double-shaped Centaur, and Scylla , the Gorgon with snaky 
hair , the Harpy with a woman’s face and lion’s talons ; the 
seven-headed Hydra , and the Chimera, which breathes forth 
a flame, and is a compound of three animals These several 
mixed natures, the creatures of imagination, are not only 
introduced with great art after the Dreams, hut as they are 
planted at the very entrance, and within the very gates of 
those regions, do probably denote the wild deliriums and ex- 
travagancies of fancy, which the soul usually falls into when 
she is just upon the verge of death 

Thus far iEneas travels in an allegoiy The rest of the 
description is drawn with great exactness, according to the 
religion of the heathens, and the opinions of the Platonic 
philosophy I shall not trouble my reader with a common 
dull story, that gives an account why the heathens first of ''J 
all supposed a ferryman in hell, and his name to be Charon ; ^ 
but must not pass over in silence the pomt of doctrine which 
Yirgil hath very much insisted upon in this book, that the 
souls of those who are unburied are not permitted to go 
o\er into their respective places of rest, till they have wan- 
dered a hundred years upon the banks of Styx. This was, 
probably, an invention of the heathen priesthood, to make 
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the people extremely careful of performing proper ntes and 
ceremomes to the memory of the dead I shall not, how- 
ever, until the infamous scribblers of the age, take an occa- 
. sion from such a circumstance, to run into declamations 
V against pnestcraft, but rather look upon it even in this light 
v as a religious artifice, to raise in the minds of men an esteem 
for the memory of their forefathers, and a desire to recom- 
mend themselves to that of posterity , as also to excite in 
them an ambition of imitating the virtues of the deceased, 
and to keep alive in their thoughts the sense of the soul’s 
immortality In a word, we may say in defence of the se- 
vere opinions relating to the shades of unburied persons, 
what hath been said by some of our divines m regard to the 
rigid doctrines concerning the souls of such who cue without 
being initiated into our religion, that, supposing they should 
be erroneous they can do no hurt to the dead, and will 
have a good effect upon the living, m making them cautious 
of neglecting such necessary solemnities 

Charon is no sooner appeased, and the tnple-lieaded dog 
laid asleep, hut iEneas makes Ins entrance into the domi- 
nions of Pluto There are three lands of persons described, 
as being situated on the borders , and I can give no reason 
for their being stationed there m so particular a manner, 
but because none of them seem to have had a proper right 
to a place among the dead, as not having run out the whole 
thread of their days, and finished the term of life that had 
been allotted them upon earth The first of these are the 
souls of infants, who are snatched away by untimely ends , 
the second, are of those who are put to death wrongfully, 
and by an unjust sentence, and the third, of those who 
grew weary of their lives, and laid violent hands upon them- 
selves As for the second of these, Yirgil adds with great 
beauty, that Minos, the judge of the dead, is employed m 
giving them a rehearing, and assigning them their several 
quarters suitable to the parts they acted in life The poet, 
after having mentioned the souls of those unhappy men who 
destroyed themselves, breaks out into a fine exclamation: 
“ Oh 1 how gladly, (says he,) would they now endure life 
with all its miseries 1 But the destinies torbid their return 
to earth, and the waters of Styx surround them with nine 
streams that are impassable.” It is very remarkable, that 
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Virgil, notwithstanding self-murder was so frequent among 


tlie heathens, and had been practised by some of the great- 
est men in the verv age before him, hath here represented 


est men in the very age before him, hath here represented > 
it as so heinous a crime. But in this particular, he was ' . 
guided by the doctrines of his great master Plato, -who says \ 
on this subject, “ That a man is placed in his station of life ' 
like a soldier in his proper post, which he is not to quit, 
whatever may happen, until he is called off by his commander 
who planted him in it ” 

There is another point in the Platonic philosophy, -which 
Virgil has made the ground-work of the greatest part in th6 
piece we are now examining, having with wonderful art and 
beauty materialized (if I may so call it) a scheme of ab- 
stracted notions, and clothed the most nice refined concep- 
tions of philosophy in sensible images and poetical repre- 
sentations. The Platonists tell us, that the soul, during her 
residence in the body, contracts many virtuous and vicious 
habits, so as to become a beneficent, mild, charitable, or an 


angry, malicious, revengeful being; a substance inflamed 
with lust, avance, and pride , or, on the contrary, brightened 
with pure, generous, and humble dispositions : That these 
and the like habits of virtue and vice growing into the very 
essence of the soul, survive and gather strength in her after 
her dissolution • That the torments of a vicious soul in a 


future state, arise principally from those importunate pas- 
sions which are not capable of being gratified without a 
hody ; and that on the contrary, the happiness of virtuous 
minds very much consists in their being employed in sublime 
speculations, innocent diversions, sociable affections, and 
all the ecstasies of passion and rapture which are agreeable 
to reasonable natures, and of which they gamed a relish in 
this life 


Upon this foundation, the* poet raises that beautiful de- 
scription of the secret haunts and walks, which he tells us 
are inhabited by deceased lovers , 

** Isot far from hence, (says he,) lies a great waste of 
plains, that are called the Fields of Melancholy. In these 
there grows a forest of myrtle, divided into many shady re- 
tirements and covered walks and inhabited by the souls of 
those who pined away with love The passion, (says he,) 
continues with them after death ” He then gives a list of 
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this lang uishing tribe in whl_ Bis own Dido mates the 
principal figure and is described as living in this soft ro- 
mantic scene, with the shade of her first husband Siehreus 
i The poet in the nert place mentions another plain that 
jt was peopled with the ghosts of warriors, as still delighting 
in each other’s company, and pleased with the exercise of 
arm* He there represents the Grecian generals and com- 
mon soldiers who perished in the siege of Troy, as drawn up 
in squadrons, and terrified at the approach of JEneas. which 
renewed in them those impressions of fear they had before 
received in battle with the Trojans He afterwards likewise, 
upon the same notion, gives a view of the Trojan heroes who 
lived in former ages amidst a visionary scene of chariots and 
arms, flowery Meadows, shining spears and generous steeds, 
which he tells us were their pleasures upon earth, and now 
make up their happiness in Elysium, ror the same reason 
also, he mentions others as singing paeans and songs of 
triumph amidst a beautiful groie of laurel The chief of 
the concert was the poet JIusaeus, who stood enclosed with 
a circle of admirers and rose by the head and shoulders 
above the throng of shades that surrounded him The 
habitations of unhappy spirits, to show the duration of their 
torments, and the desperate condition they are m, are repre- 
sented as guarded by a Fury, moated TOund with a lake of 
fire, strengthened with towers of iron, encompassed with a 
triple wall, and fortified with pillars of adamant which all 
the gods together are not able to heave from their founda- 
tions. The noise of stripes, the clank of chains and the 
groans of the tortured, strike the pious JEneas with a kind 
of horror. The poet afterwards divides the criminals into 
two classes : the first and blackest catalogue consists of such 
as were guilty of outrages against the gods : and the next, 
of such who were convicted of injustice between man and 
man : the greatest number of whom says the poet, are those 
\ who followed the dictates of Avarice 

It was an opinion of the Platonists ** That the souls of 
men having contracted in the body great stains and pollu- 
tions of vice and ignorance, there were several purgations 
and cleansings necessary to be passed through both here and 
hereafter, in order to refine ana purity them.” 

Tirgil. to give this thought likewise a clothing of poetry, 
describes some spirits as bleaching in the winds, others as 
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cleansmg under great falls of -waters, and others as purging 
in fire, to recover the primitive beauty and punty of their 
natures 

It was likewise an opinion of the same sect of philosophers/, 
that the souls of all men exist in a separate state, long be- 
fore their union with their bodies , and that upon their im- 
mersion into flesh, they forget everything which passed m' 
the state of pre-existence , so that what we here call know- 
ledge, is nothing else but memory, or the recovery of those 
things which we knew before 

In pursuance of this scheme, Yirgil gives us a new of 
beveral souls, who, to prepare themselves for living upon 
earth, flock about the banks of the nver Lethe, and swill 
themselves with the waters of oblivion |r 


The same scheme gives him an opportunity of making a 
noble compliment to his countrymen, where Anchises is re- 
presented taking a survey of the long tram of heroes that are 
to descend from him, and giving his son iEneas an account 
of all the glones of his race 

I need not mention the revolution of the Platonic year, 
which is but just touched upon m this book , and as I have 
consulted no author’s thoughts m this explication, shall be 
very well pleased, if it can make the noblest piece of the 
most accomplished poet more agreeable to my female readers, 
when they think fit to look into Dry den’s translation of it 1 
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— Aliena negotia curat 
Excussus propms — Hon. 

From my own Apartment, April 5. 

Theee lived some years since within my neighbourhood 'j 
a very grave person, an upholsterer, who seemed a man of . 
more than ordinary application to busmess He was a very 
early riser, and was often abroad two or three hours before 
any of his neighbours He had a particular carefulness in 
the knitting of Ins brows, and a kind of impatience in all 

1 A Yery poor reason for giving the foregoing anal} sis of this poem, 
which the learned reader onl} will admire, or can possibly understand. 
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"his motions, that plainly discovered he was always intent on 
matters of importance Upon my inquiry into his life and 
conversation, I found him to he the greatest newsmonger 
tin our quarter , that he rose before day to read the Postman ; 
^ and that he would take two or three turns to the other end 
1 of the town before his neighbours were up. to see if there 
were any Dutch mails come in. He had a wife and several 
children : hut was much more inquisitive to know what passed 
in Poland than in his own family, and was in greater pain 
and anxiety of mind for King Augustus’s welfare than that 
of his nearest relations He looked extremely thin in a 
dearth of news, and never enjoyed himself in a westerly 
wind This indefatigable kind of life was the rain of his 
shop - for about the time that his favourite pnnce left the 
crown of Poland, he broke and disappeared 
This man and lus affairs had been long out of mind, till 
about three days ago, as I was walking in St James’s Park, 
I heard somebody at a distance hemming after me : and who 
should it be but my old neighbour the upholsterer I saw 
f he was reduced to extreme poverty, by certain shabby super- 
fluities in his dress . for, notwithstanding that it was a very 
sultry dav for the time of year, he wore a loose great coat 
and a muff, with a long campaign-wig out of curl , to which 
he had added the ornament ot a pair of black garters buckled 
under the knee Upon lus coming up to me, I was going to 
inquire into his present circumstances : but was prevented 
by his asking me. with a whisper “ "Whether the last letters 
brought any accounts that one might rely upon from Bender 
I told him. “ H one that I hear d of ; ” and asked him. * "Whether 
he had yet married his eldest daughter r” He told me “Ho 
But pray.” says he. ** tell me sincerely, what are your thoughts 
of the king of Sweden?” (for though his wife and children 
were starving I found Ins chief concern at present was for 
this great monarch ) I told him, “ that I looked upon him as 
* one of the first heroes of the age ” “ But pray,” says he, 
“do yon think there is anything in the story of his wound ¥ ” 
and finding me surprised at the question. “ Hay,” says he, 
“I only propose it to you.” I answered, “that I thought 
there was no reason to doubt it ” “ But why in the heel.” 
says he. ‘-more than in any other part of the body?” 
“Because.” says X, “the bullet chanced to light there ” 

This extraordinary dialogue was no sooner ended, but li« 
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’ began to launch out into a long dissertation upon the affairs 
of the North; and after having spent some time on them, he 
told me, he was m a great perplexity how to reconcile the , 
Supplement with the English. Post, and had been just now/ 
examining what the other papers say upon the same subject, 
“The Daily Courant (says he) has these words, ‘"We have ' 
advices from very good hands, that a certain pnnce has some 
matters of great importance under consideration ’ This is 
very mysterious ; but the Post-boy leaves us more in the 
dark, for he tells us, * That there are private intimations of 
measures taken by a certain prince, which time will bring 
to light.’ Now the Postman, (says he,) who used to be very 
clear, refers to the same news in these words ; ‘ The late 
conduct of a certain prince affords great matter of specula- 
tion’ This certain pnnce, (says the upholsterer,) whom 

they are all so cautious of naming, I take to be ,” upon 

which, though there was nobody near us, he whispered some- 
thing in my ear, which I did not hear, or think worth my 
while to make him repeat . N 

~We were now got to the upper end of the Mall, where * 
were three or four very odd fellows sitting together upon 
the bench. These I found were all of them politicians, who 
used to sun themselves in that place every day about dinner- 
time. Observing them to be curiosities m their kind, and 
my friend’s acquaintance, I sat down among them. 

The chief politician of the bench was a great assertor of 
paradoxes He told us, with a seeming concern, that by 
some news he had lately read from Muscovy, it appeared to * 
him that there was a storm gathering in the Black Sea, which 
might in time do hurt to the naval forces of this nation. To 
this he added, that for his part, he could not wish to see the 
Turk driven out of Europe, which he belleyed could not but 
be prejudicial to our woollen manufacture. He then told us, 
that he looked upon those extraordinary revolutions which 
had lately happened in these parts of the world, to have risen "7 
chiefly from two persons who were not much talked of; and 
those, says he, are Prince Menzikoff, and the Duchess of 
Mirandota He backed his assertions with so many broken 
hmts, and such a show of depth and wisdom, that we gave 
ourselves up to his opinions. 

The discourse at length fell upon a point which seldom 
escapes a knot of true-born Englishmen, whether in case of 
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a religious war, tlie Protestants would not be too strong for 
tbe Papisis ? This •we unanimously determined on the Pro- 
testant side. One who sat on my right hand, and, as I found 
\hy his discourse, had been in the West Indies, assured us, 
y'that it would be a very easy matter for the Protestants to 
\ beat the pope at sea , and added, that whenever such a war 
does break out, it must turn to the good of the Leeward 
Islands Upon this, one who sat at the end of the bench, 
and, as I afterwards found, was the geographer of the com- 
pany, said, that in case the Papists should drive the Protest- 
ants from these parts of Europe, when the worst came to the 
worst, it would be impossible to beat them but of Norway 
and Greenland, provided the northern crowns hold together, 
and the Czar of Muscovy stand neuter 
He further told us for our comfort, that there were vast 
tracts of land about the pole, inhabited neither by Protest- 
ants nor Papists, and of greater extent than all the Homan 
Catholic dominions in Europe 
When we had fully discussed this point, my friend the 
-f upholsterer began to exert himself upon the present nego- 
v tiations of peace, in which he deposed pnnces, settled the 
bounds of kingdoms, and balanced the power of Europe, with 
great justice and impartiality. 

I at length took my leave of the company, and was going 
away, but had not been gone thirty yards, before the up- 
holsterer hemmed again after me Upon his advancing 
towards me, with a whisper, I expected to hear some secret 
piece of news, which he had not thought fit to communicate 
to the bench; but instead of that, he desired me m my ear 
to lend him half-a-crown In compassion to so needy a 
statesman, and to dissipate the confusion I found he was in, 
I. told him, if he pleased, I would give him five shillings, to 
receive five pounds of him when the Great Turk was driven 
out of Constantinople , which he very readily accepted, but 
V not before he had laid down to me the impossibility of such 
' an event, as the affairs of Europe now stand 

This paper I design for the particular benefit of those 
worthy citizens who live more in a coffee-house than m their 
Bhops, and whose thoughts are so taken up with the affairs 
of the allies, that they fotget their customers 1 


1 The ridicule of this paper is lncompaTablj fine and well placed. 
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No 156. SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 1710. 


— Sequiturque patrem non passlbus eequis Virg 

From, my own Apartment, April 7. 



"We bave already described out of Homer the voyage of 
Ulysses to the infernal shades, witb the several adventures that 
attended it. If we look into the beautiful romance published 
not many years since by the Archbishop of Cambray, we may 
see the son of Ulysses bound on the same expedition and 
after the same manner making his discoveries among the 
regions of the dead The story of Telemachus is formed 
altogether in the sprnt of Homer, and will give an unlearned 
reader a notion of that great poet’s manner of writing, more 
than any translation of him can possibly do 1 As it was 
written for the instruction of a young pnnce, who /may one 
day sit upon the throne of Prance, the author took care to 
suit the several parts of his story, and particularly the de- -v 
scription we are now entering upon, to the character and )' 
quality of his pupil Por which reason, he insists very much 
on the misery of bad, and the happiness of good kings, in 
the account he hath given of punishments and rewards in 
the other world 

Ye may, however, observe, notwithstanding the endea- 
vours of this great and learned author, to copy after the 
style and sentiments of Homer, that there is a certain tinc- 
ture of Christianity running through the whole relation 
The prelate in several places mixes himself with the poet ; 
so that his future state puts me in mind of Michael Angelo’s 
last judgment, where Charon 2 and his boat are represented as 
bearing a part in the dreadful solemnities of that great day. 

1 Because the peculiar fictions and superstitions of Homer aTe omitted, 
or turned m such awaj, as is more consistent -with philosophical, and 
even Christian ideas In other "words, the -writer treats the subject, as 7 
Homer -would, most probablj , have done, if he had lived in our days. 
This confession of Mr. Addison justifies the remark before made on the 
impropriety of giving extracts from the two pagan poets, on the subject 
of a future state, for the entertainment of common readers 

• This way of paganizing a future state, was unavoidable in the plan 
of Telemachus, as it also was in that of Fontenelle’s Dialogues. But it 
was something to be serious in his paganism Thus much mat be said 
for the French Homer. But how the French Lucian could hope to sene 
the cause of virtue and religion, bj indulging the waj of humour on a . 
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Telemachus after having passed through the dark avenues 
of death, in the retinue ot Mercury, who every day delivers 
up a certain tale of ghosts to the ferryman of Styx, is admit- 
ted into the infernal hark Among the companions of his 
S v oyage is the shade of jS'abopliarzon, a king of Babylon, and 
' tyrant of all the East Among the ceremonies and "pomps of 
Ins funeral, there were four slaves sacrificed, according to the 
custom of the country, m order to attend him among the 
shades The author having described this tyrant in the most 
odious colours of pnde, insolence and cruelty, tells us, that 
his four slaves, instead of serving him after death, were per- 
petually insulting him with reproaches and affronts for his 
past usage; that they spumed him as he lay upon the 
ground, and forced him to show his face, which he would fain 
have covered, as lying under all the confusions of guilt and 
infamy , and, in snort, that they kept him hound in a chain, 
m order to drag him before the tribunal of tbe dead 

Telemachus, upon looking out of the hark, sees all the 
strand covered with an innumerable multitude of shades who, 
i upon his jumping ashore, immediately vanished He then 
pursues his course to the palace of Pluto, who is described 
as seated on his throne in terrible majesty, with Proserpine 
by his side , At the foot of his throne was the pale hideous 
spectre, who, by the ghastliness of his visage, and the nature 
of the apparitions that surrounded him, discovers himself to 
be Death His attendants are Melancholy, Distrust Re- 
venge. Hatred. Avarice, Despair, Ambition, Envy, Impiety, 
with frightful Dreams, and waking Cares, wluch are ell drawn 
very naturally in proper actions and postures The author, 
with great beauty, places near his frightful dreams an as- 
sembly of phantoms, which are often employed to terrify the 
living, by appearing in the shape and likeness of the dead 
The young hero, in the nest place, takes a survey of the 
^different kinds of criminals that lay in torture among clouds 
of sulphur and torrents of fire The first of these were such 
as had been guilty of impieties, which every one hath an 

subject, wEich no man should treat with levity, or so much as think of 
but with awe, it is not easy to concede It is very unhappy when men 
of parts are content to purchase the fame of ingenuity, at the expense of 
decency and common sense , and it is still more to be lamented, that men 
of religion should be, sometimes, indiscreet enough, to give in to thoso 
treedoms of men, who have none 
von ii 
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horror for : to which is added, a catalogue of such offenders 
that scarce appear to he faulty in the eyes of the vulgar 
“Among these,” says the author^. “are malicious critics, 
that have endeavoured to cast a blemish upon the perfections! 
of others with whom he likewise places such as have often> 
hurt the reputation of the innocent, by passing a rash judg- / 
ment on their actions without knowing the occasion of them 
“ These crimes (says he) are more severely punished after 
death, because they generally meet with impunity upon 
earth ” 

Telemachus, after having taken a survey of several other 
wretches in the same circumstances, arrives at that region of 
foments in which wicked kings are punished There are 
very fine strokes of imagination in the description which he 
gives of this unhappy multitude He tells us, that on one 
side of them there stood a revengeful fury, thundering in 
their ears incessant repetitions of all the crimes they had 
committed upon earth, with the aggravations of ambition, 
vanity, hardness of heart, and all those secret affections ofs, 
mind that enter into the composition of a tyrant. At the 
same time, she holds up to them a large mirror, in which ' 
every one sees himself represented in the natural horror and 
deformity of his character On the other side of them stands 
another fury, that, with an insulting derision, repeats to 
them all the praises that their flatterers had bestowed upon 
them while they sat upon their respective thrones She too, 
says the author, presents a mirror before then eyes, in which 
every one sees himself adorned with all those beauties and 
perfections in which they had been drawn by the vanity of 
then own hearts and the flattery of otheis To punish them 
for the wantonness of the cruelty winch they formerly exer- 
cised, they are now delivered up to be treated according to 
the fancy and capnce of several slaves, who have here an op- 
portunity of tyrannizing m then turns 

The author having given us a description of these ghastly , 
spectres, who, says he, are always calling upon death, and 1 
are placed under the distillation of that burning vengeance 
which falls upon them drop by drop, and is never to be ex- 
hausted, leads us into a pleasing scene of groves, filled with 
the melody of bnds, and the odours of a thousand different 
plants These groves are represented as nsing among a 
great many flowery meadows, and watered with streams that 
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diffuse a perpetual freshness in the midst of an eternal day 
and a never-fading spring This, says the author was the 
habitation of those good princes who were friends of the 
gods and parents of the people. Among these, Telemachus 
-/converses with the shade of one of his ancestors, uko mates 
" a most agreeable relation of the joys of Elysium, and the 
nature of its inhabitants The residence of Sesostns among 
these happy shades with his character and present employ- 
ment, is drawn in a very lively manner, and with a great 
elevation of thought 

The description of that pure and gentle light which over- 
flows these happy regions, and clothes the spirits of these 
virtuous persons, hath something in it of that enthusiasm 
which this author was accused of by his enemies m the 
Church of Borne ; but however it may look in religion, it 
makes a very beautiful figure in poetry 

“ The rays of the sun (savs he) are darkness m compari- 
son with this light, which rather deserves the name of glorv 
than that of light It pierces the thickest bodies, m the 
Y same manner as the sun-beams pass through .crystal , it 
' strengthens the sight instead of dazzling it, and nourishes 
in the most inward recesses of the mini a perpetual sorcmtv 
that is not to be expressed It enters and incorporates it- 
self with the very substance of the soul the spirits of the 
blessed feel it in all their senses, and m all their perceptions 
It produces a certain source of peace and joy that arises in 
them for ever, running through all the facilities, and refresh- 
ing all the desires of the soul External pleasures and de- 
lights, with all their charms and allurements are regarded with 
the utmost mdiffeience and neglect by these liappv spirits 
who have this great principle of pleasure w ithin them, draw- 
ing the whole mind to itself, calling oil their attention from 
the most delightful objects, and giving them all the transports 
of inebriation, without the confusion and the follv of it ’ 

\ I have here only mentioned some master-touches of this 
admirable piece, because the original itself is understood by 
the greater part of my readers I must confess, I take a 
particular delight in these prospects of futurity, whether 
grounded upon the probable suggestions of a fine imagination 
or the more severe conclusions of philosophy as a man loves 
to hear all the discoveries or conjectures relating to a foreign 
country which he is, at some time, to inhabit "Prospects of 
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this nature lighten the burden of any present evil, and re- 
fresh us under the worst and lowest circumstances of mor- 
tality. They extinguish in us both the fear and envy o r ' * 
human grandeur Insolence shrinks its head, power disap/^ 
pears , pain, poverty, and death fly before them In short, ys 
the mind that is habituated to the lively sense of an hereafter, / 
can hope for what is the most t er r if ying to the generality of 
mankind, and rejoice in what is the most afflicting. 
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Faciunt ns mtelhgendo, nt nihil inteihgant Ter 

From my own Apartment, April 12. 

Toil Polio is a broker in learning, employed to get to- 
gether good editions, and stock the libraries of great men 
There is not a sale of books be gins till Tom Polio is seen at>. 
the door There is not an auction where his name is not J 
heard, and that too in the very nick of time, in the critical ' 
moment, before the last decisive stroke of the hammer. 
There is not a subscription goes forward, in which Tom is 
not pnvy to the first rough draught of the proposals ; nor a 
catalogue printed, that doth not come to him wet from the 
press He is an universal scholar, so far as the title-page 
of all authors, 1 knows the manuscripts in which they were 
discovered, the editions through which they have passed, 
with the praises or censures which they have received from 
the several members of the learned world. He has a greater 
esteem for Aldus and Elzevir, than for Yirgil and Horace. 

If you talk of Herodotus, he breaks out into a panegyric 
upon Harry Stephens He thinks he gives you an account 
ot an author, when he tells the subject he treats of, the namft^ 
of the editor, and the year in which it was printed Or if F 

you draw him into further particulars, he ones up the good- 
ness of the paper, extols the diligence of the corrector, and 
is transported with the beauty oi the letter. This he looks 

1 So far as the title-page of all authors ] Elliptically expressed — He 
should hn\ e said — “ so far as the title-page of all authors can make him 
90 ' — I would have put it thus : — * He is deeply read m the title 
pages of all authors ’ 
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upon to he sound learning and substantial criticism As for 
those who talk of the fineness of style, and the justness of 
thought, or describe the brightness of any particular passages ; 
nay, though they write themselves m the genius and spint 
Vof'the author they admire, Tom looks upon them as men cf 
' superficial learning and flashy parts 

I had yesterday morning a visit from this learned idiot, 
(for that is the light in which I consider every pedant,) when 
I discovered™ him some little touches of the coxcomb, which 
I had not before observed Being very full of the figure 
which he makes in the republic of letters, and wonderfully 
satisfied with his great stock of knowledge, he gave me broad 
intimations, that he did not “believe” in all points as his 
forefathers had done He then communicated to me a 
thought of a certain author upon a passage of Virgil’s ac- 
count of the dead, which I made the subject of a late paper. 
This thought hath taken very much among men of Tom’s 
pitch and understanding, though universally exploded by all 
.that know how to construe Virgil, or have any relish of 
antiquity- Not to trouble my reader with it, I found upon 
. the whole, that Tom did not believe a future state of rewards 
and punishments, because JEneas, at his leaving the empire 
of the dead, passed through the gate of ivory, and not 
through that of horn Knowing that Tom had not sense 
enough to give up an opinion which he had once received, 
that he might avoid wrangling, I told/ him, that Virgil pos- 
sibly had his oversights as well as another author “ Ah ! 
Mr Bickerstaffe,” says he, ‘ you would have another opinion 
of him, if you would read liim in Darnel Heinsms’s edition 
I have perused him myself several times m that edition.” 
continued he , “ and after the strictest and most malicious 
examination, could find but two faults in him : one of them ' 
is m the JEneitL where there are two co mm as instead of a 


parenthesis ; and another in the third Georgic, where you 
\ may find a semicolon turned upside down ” “ Perhaps,” 
* (said I,) “ these were not Virgil’s thoughts, but those of the 
transcriber ” “ I do not design it,” says Tom, “ as a reflec- 
tion on Virgil on tbe contrary, I know that all tbe manu- 
scripts ‘reclaim’ against such a punctuation. Oh* Mr. 
Bickerstaffe,” says he, “what would a man give to see one 
simile of Virgil writ in his own hand I asked him which 
was the simile he meant , hut was answered, “ Any simile 
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m Virgil.” He then told me all the secret history in the 
commonwealth of learning ; of modem pieces that had the 
names of ancient authors annexed to them , of all the hooks 
that were now writing or printing in the several parts o# 
Europe , of many amendments which are made, and not yetjL^ 
published ; and a thousand other particulars, which I would/ 
not have my memory hurthened with for a Vatican. 

At length, being fully persuaded that I thoroughly admired 
him, and looked upon him as a prodigy of learning, he took 
his leave I know several of Tom’s class who are professed 
admirers of Tasso without understanding a word of Italian ; 
and one in particular, that carries a Pastor Fido in bis pocket, 
in which I am sure he is acquainted with no other beauty 
hut the clearness of the character. 

There is another kind of pedant, who, with all Tom Folio’s 
impertmencies, hath greater superstructures and embellish- 
ments of Greek and Latin, and is still more insupportable 
than the other, in the same degree as he is more learned 
Of this kind very often are editors, commentators, inter-x^ 

f ireters, scholiasts, and critics , and in short, all men of deep j 
earning without common sense These persons set a greater 
i alue on themselves for having found out the meaning of a 
passage in Greek, than upon the author for having written 
it , nay, ■will allow r the passage itself not to have any beauty 
m it, at the same time that they would be considered as the 
greatest men in the age for having interpreted it They 
will look with contempt upon the most beautiful poems that 
hat e been composed by any of their contemporaries, but will 
lock themselies up m their studies for a twelvemonth to- 
gether, to correct, publish, and expound, such trifles of an- 
tiquity as a modern author would be contemned for Hen 
of the strictest morals, severest lives, and the gravest pro- 
fessions. will write volumes upon an idle sonnet that is 
. originally in Greek or Latin ; give editions of the most im-~_.'- 
moral authors, and spin out whole pages upon the various J 
readnigs of a lewd expression All that can be said in ex- 
cuse for them is, that their works sufficiently show they 
have no taste of their authors, and that what they do in this 
kind, is out of their great learning, and not out of any levity’ 
or lasciviousness of temper 1 

1 It maj be so — Yet •when learned critics choose to shine on these 
dirti subjicis, 1111111 so raani cleaner and fairer, which desen e thetr 
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A pedant of tins nature is wonderfully well described m 
six lines ofBoileau, with wlncli I shall conclude his character. 1 
Un Pedant enyvrd de sa t tunc science, 

Tout hensse de Grec, tout bouffi d’ arrogance, 

' Et qui de mille Auteurs retenus mot pour mot, 

Dans sa tete entassez n’ a sout ent fait qu’un Sot, 

Croit qu’un Lure fait tout, et que sans Anstote 
La Baison ne toit goute, et le bon Sens radote 


No 160 TUESDAY, APBIL IS, 1710 


From my own Apartment, April 17. 

A coirxroy civility to an impertinent fellow, often draws 
npon one a great many unforeseen troubles , and if one doth 
not take particular care, will be interpreted by him as an 
overture oi friendship and intimacy This I was very sensible 
of this morning About two hours before day, 1 heard a 
great rapping at my door, - which continued some time, till 
my maid could get herself ready to go down and see what 
was the occasion of it She then brought me up word, that 
there was a gentleman who seemed very much m haste, and 
said he must needs speak with me By the description she 
gat e me of him, and by his voice, which I could hear as I 
lay in my bed, I fancied him to be my old acquaintance the 
upholsterer, whom I met the other day m St James’s Park 
Eor which reason I bid her tell the gentleman, whoever he 
was, that I was indisposed, that I could see nobody, and that, 
if he had anything to say to me, I desired he would leave it 
in writing My maid, after having delivered her message, 
told me, that the gentleman said be would stay at the next 
coffee-house till I was stirring, and bid her be sure to tell 
_me, that the Prench were driven from the Scarp, and that 

pains, are left m obscurity , they must not be surprised if the world thinks 
otherwise 

1 The satire contamed in this paper is extremely just , and y et, I doubt, 
has done no small hurt m the republic of letters T he reason is, that 
most men are lazj, as nell as vam, and are, therefore, glad of such a 
pretence, as this piece of raillery affords them, to see all erudition, espe- 
cially profound erudition, in the light of pedantry So diihcult it is not 
to misapply the talent of ndicule, or, at least, not to g , ie others the 
occasion of misapply mg it 1 
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tlie Douay -was invested He gave her the name of another 
town, which I found she had dropped by the way 

As much as I love to he informed of the success of my brave 
countrymen, I do not care for hearing of a victory before day, 
and was therefore very much out of humour at this unseason- 
able visit I had no sooner recovered my temper, and was 
falling asleep, but I was immediately startled by a second 
rap ; and upon my maid’s opening the door, heard the same 
\ oice a c k her if her master was yet up ? and at the same 
time bid her tell me, that he was come on purpose to talk 
with me about a piece of home-news that everybody m town 
will be full of two hours hence I ordered my maid, as soon 
as she came into the room, without hearing her message, to 
tell the gentleman, that whatever his news was, I would 
rather hear it two hours hence than now ; and that I per- 
sisted in my resolution not to speak with anybody that 
morning. The wench delivered my answer presently, and 
«hut the door It was impossible for me to compose myself 
to sleep after two such unexpected alarms , for which reason-, 

I put on my clothes in a very peevish humour I took j 
several turns about my chamber, reflecting with a great ' 
deal of anger and contempt on these volunteers in politics, 
that undergo all the pain, watchfulness, and disquiet of a 
first minister, without turning it to the advantage either of 
themselves or tlieir country ; and yet it is surprising to coni 
sider how numerous this species of men is. There is nothing 
more frequent than to find a tailor breaking his rest on the 
affairs of Europe, and to see a cluster of porters sitting upon 
the ministry. Our streets swarm with politicians, and there 
is scarce a shop which is not held by a statesman As I 
u as muring after this manner, I heard the upholsterer at the 
door delh enng a letter to my maid, and begging her, in very 
great hurry, to give it to her master as soon as ever he was 
awake, which I opened and found as follows : 

“Mb Bickxustatix, 

I was to wait upon you about a week ago, to let you 
know, that the honest gentleman whom you conversed with 
upon the bench at the end of the Hall, having heard that I 
lnd received fi\e shillings of you, to give you a hundred 
pounds upon the Great Turk’s being driven out of Europe, 
desired me (o acquaint you. that eiery one of that company 
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would be w illing to receive five shillings, to paj a hundred 
pounds on the same conditions Our last advices from Mus- 
covy mating this a fairer bet than it was a -week ago, I do 
/not question but you 1011 accept the wager 

“ But tins is not my present business If you remember, 
I whispered a word in your ear as we were walking up the 
l Unll, and you see what has happened since If I had seen 
you this morning, I would have told you m your ear another 
secret I hope you will be recovered of your indisposition 
by to-morrow morning, when I will wait on you at the same 
hour as I did this , my private circumstances being such, 
that I cannot well appear m this quarter of the town after it 
is day 

“ I have been so taken up with the late good news from 
Holland, and expectation of further particulars, as well as 
with other transactions, of which I will tell you more to- 
morrow morning, that I have not slept a wink these three 
nights 

-y-' “ I have reason to believe, that Picardy will soon follow the 
\ example of Artois, in case the enemy continue m their present 
resolution of flying away from us I think I told you last 
time we were together my opinion about the Deulle 

“ The honest gentlemen upon the bench bid me tell you, 
they would be glad to see you often among them "We shall 
be there all the warm hours of the day during the present 
posture of affairs 

“ This happy opening of the campaign will. I hope, give us 
a very joyful summer ; and I propose to take many a pleasant 
walk with you, if you will sometimes come into tile Park ; for 
that is the only place in which I can be free from the malice 
of my enemies Farewell till three-a-clock to-morrow mornins 
“I am 

Tour most humble servant,” &c 
“PS The king of Sweden is still at Bender ” 


I should have fretted myself to death at this promise of a 
second visit, if I had not found in his letter an intimation of 
the good news which I hai e since heard at large I bare, 
however, ordered my maid to tie up the knocker of my door, 
in such a manner as she would do if I was really indisposed. 
By which means I hope to escape breaking my morning’s 
rest. 
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— Nunquam libertas grahor ess tat 
Quam sub rege pio 


From my own Apartment, April 19. 


> 


I was walking two or three days ago m a very pleasing 
retirement, and amusing myself with the reading of 1 that an- 
cient and beautiful allegory, called “ The fable of Cebes ” 2 
I was at last so tired with my walk, that I sat down to rest 
myself upon a bench that stood in the midst of an agreeable 
shade The music of the birds that filled all the trees about 
me, lulled me asleep before I was aware of it ; which 3 was - 
followed by a dream, that I impute m some measure to the 
foregoing author, who had made an impression upon my 
imagination, and put me into his own way of thinking. 

I fancied myself among the Alps, 4 and, as it is natural in 
a dream, seemed every moment to bound from one summit ~v 
to another, till at last, after having made this airy progress X 
o\ er the tops of several mountains, I arrived at the very 
centre of those broken rocks and precipices. I here, me* 
thought, saw a prodigious circuit of hills, that reached above 
the clouds, and encompassed a large space of ground, which 
I had a great curiosity to look mto I thereupon continued 
my former way of travelling through a great variety of 
winter scenes, till I had gamed the top of these white moun- 
tains, which seemed another Alps of snow I looked down 
from hence into a spacious plain, which was surrounded on 
all sides by this mound of hills, and which presented me 
with the most agreeable prospect 1 had ever seen There 
was a greater variety of colours in the embroidery of the 
meadous, a more lively green in the leaves and grass, a 
brighter crystal in the streams, than what I ever met with 
in any other region The light itself had something more f 


1 Belter expunge — " the reading of.” 

• The tabic of Cebes ] A fine moral allegory, but of a character wholly 
different from that which follows This picturesque and sublime dream 
had been more naturally introduced, if the author of it had fallen asleep 
over a canto of Spenser 

3 ] What ’ “ The being hilled asleep carelessly expressed 

4 Tie Alps] The scenery of this vision, taken from Smtzerland.— 
See the author's travels 
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shining and glorious m it than that of which the day is 
made m other places I was wonderfully astonished at the 
discovery of such a Paradise amidst the wildness of those 
cold hoary landscapes which lay about it; hut found at 
length, that this happy region was inhabited by “ the god- 
dess of Liberty , ” whose presence softened the ngours oi the 
climate, enriched the barrenness of the soil, and more than 
supplied the absence of the sun The place was covered 
with a wonderful profusion of flowers, that without being 
disposed into regular borders and parterres, grew promiscu- 
ously, and had a greater beauty m their natural lururiancy 
and disorder, than they could have received from the checks 
and restraints of art There was a nver that arose out of 
the south side of the mountain, that, by an infinit e number 
of turns and windings, seemed to visit every plant, and 
chensh the several beauties of the spring, with' which the 
fields abounded. After having run to and fro in a wonder- 
ful variety of meanders, it at last throws itself into the hol- 
low of a mountain, from whence it passes under a long range 
of rocks, and at length rises in that part of the Alps where 
the inhabitants think it the first source of the Ehone This 
nver, after having made its progress through those free na- 
tions, stagnates in a huge lake at the leaving of them, and 
no sooner enters into the regions of slav ery, hut runs through 
them with an incredible rapidity, and takes its shortest way 
to the sea 


I descended into the happy fields that lay beneath me, and 
in the midst of them beheld the goddess sitting upon a 
throne She had nothing to enclose her hut the hounds of 
her own dominions, and nothing over her head hut the hea- 
vens. Every glance of her eye cast a track of light where 
it fell, that revived the spring, and made all things smile 
about her 3 Iy heart grew cheerful at the sight of her, and 
as she looked upon me, I found a certain confidence growing 
l m me, and suc£ an inward resolution as I never felt before 
that tame 


On the left hand of the goddess sat the Genius of a Com- 
monwealth, with the cap oi liberty on her head, and in her 
hand a wand, like that with which a Homan citizen used to 
give his slaves their freedom There was something mean 
and vulgar, hut at the same time exceeding bold and daring 
m her air , her eyes were full of fire, hut had in them such 
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casts of fierceness and cruelty, as made her appear to mo 
rather dreadful than amiable On her shoulders she •wore a 
mantle, on which there was wrought a great confusion of 
figures. As it flew in the wind, I could not discern the par- 
ticular design of them, but saw wounds in the bodies of 
some, and agonies in the faces of others , and over one part 
of it could read, in letters of blood, “ The Ides of March ” 

On the right hand of the goddess was the Genius of Mon- 
archy. She was clothed in the whitest ermine, and wore a 
crown of the purest gold upon her head In her hand she 
held a sceptre like that which is borne by the British mon- 
archs 1 A couple of tame lions lay crouching at her feet : 
her countenance had m it a very great majesty, without any 
mixture of terror * her voice was like the voice of an angel, 
filled with so much sweetness, accompanied with such an air 
of condescension, as tempered the awfulness of her appear- 
ance, and equally inspired love and veneration into the 
hearts of all that beheld her 

In the tram of the goddess of Liberty were the several 
Arts and Sciences, who all of them flourished underneath 
her eye One of them, in particular, made a greater figure 
than any of the rest, who held a thunder-bolt m her hand, 
which had the power of melting, piercing, or breaking every- 
thing that stood in its way. The name of this goddess was 
Eloquence 

There were two other dependent goddesses, who made a 
■very conspicuous figure in this blissful region The first of 
them was seated upon a hill, that had every plant growing 
out of it which the soil was in its own nature capable of 
producing The other was seated in a little island that was 
cot ered with groves of spices, olives, and orange-trees , and, 
in a w ord, with the products of every foreign clime The 
name of the first was Plenty, of the second. Commerce The 
first leaned her nght arm upon a plough, aud under her left 
held a huge horn, out of which she poured a whole autumn 
of fruits The other wore a rostral crown upon her head, 
and kept her eyes fixed upon a compass 

I was wonderfully pleased m ranging through this de- 
lightful place, and the more so, because it was not eneum- 



1 


1 


1 A compliment to the well-tempered monarchy of his country, so 
fitmh conducted, as to be applicable, at the same tune, to the personal 
i irtues of its monarch. 
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bored -with fences and enclosures , till at length, methouglits, 
I sprung from the ground, and pitched upon the top of a 
hill, that presented several objects to my sight, which I had 
■ not before taken notice of The winds that passed over this 
*./ flowery plain, and through the tops of trees which were 
full ot blossoms, blew upon me m such a continual breeze 
' of sweets, that I was wonderfully charmed with my situation 
I here saw all the inner declivities of that great circuit of 
mountains, whose outside was cot ered with snow, overgrown 
with huge forests of fir-trees, 1 which, indeed are very fre- 
quently iound m other parts of the Alps These trees were 
inhabited by storks, 2 that came thither m great flights from 
very distant quarters of the world Methought I was pleased 
* in my dream, to see what became of these birds, w hen, upon 
leaving the places to which they make an annual visit, they 
nse in great flocks so high till the}' are out of sight , and for 
that reason have been thought by some modem philosophers 
to take a flight to the moon But my eyes were soon di- 
^ verted from this prospect, when I observed two great gaps 
'll that led through this circuit of mountains, where guards 
and watches were posted day and mght Upon examination 
I found, that there were two formidable enemies encamped 
before each of these avenues, who kept the place m a per- 
petual alarm, and watched all opportunities ot invading it 
Tyranny was at the head of one of these armies, dressed 
in an Eastern habit, and grasping m her hand an iron sceptre 
Behind her was Barbarity, with the garb and complexion of 
an -(Ethiopian ; Ignbrance with a turban upon her head, and 
Persecution holding up a bloody flag, embroidered with 
flower-de-luces These were followed by Oppression, Poverty, 
Eamrne, Torture, and a dreadful tram ot appearances, that 
made me tremble to behold them Among the baggage of 
this army, I could discover racks, wheels, chains, and gibbets, 
^ --- with all the instruments art could invent to make human 
•l nature miserable 

1 F ir-trees ] Because this tree thrives best m mountainous countries, 
e. according to the author’s idea, “ m free countries ” 

1 Inhabited by stores.] Alluding to the notions that these birds arc to 
oe found only in republics. Whence the famous lines, 

“ Lucretius, with a stork-like fate, 

Bred and translated, m a state.” 

Though by what he says of these birds dying to the moon, he would in- 
sinuate, I suppose, that one tradition was just as credible as the other 
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Before the other avenue I saw Licentiousness, dressed in 
a garment not unlike the Polish cassock, and leading up a 
whole army of monsters, such as Clamour, with a hoarse 
voice and a hundred tongues , Confusion, with a mis-shapen f 
body and a thousand heads , Impudence, with a forehead of 
brass ; and Bapine, with hands of iron. The tumult, noise, / 
and uproar in this quarter were so very great, that they dis- 
turbed my imagination more than is consistent with sleep, 
and by that means awaked me. 


No. 162. SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 1710. 


Tertius fe Ccelo ceradit Cato Juv. Sat. 2 

From my own Apartment, April 21. 

Iir my younger years I used many endeavours to get a 
place at court, and indeed continued my pursuits till I ar- 
rived at my grand climacteric; but at length altogether 
despairing of success, whether it were for want of capacity, 
friends, or due application, I at last resolved to erect a new 
office, and for my encouragement, to place myself in it For 
this reason, I took upon me the title and dignity of Censor 
of Great Britain, reserving to myself all such perquisites, 
profits, and emoluments as should arise out of the discharge 
of the said office These in truth have not been inconsider- 
able ; for besides those weekly contnhutions which I receive 
from John Morphew, and those annual subscriptions which 
I propose to myself from the most elegant part of this great 
island, I daily live in a very comfortable affluence of wine, 
stale beer, Hungary water, beef, books, and marrow-bones, 
which I receive from many well-disposed citizens, not to 
mention the forfeitures which accrue to me from the several 
offenders that appear before me on court days 

Having now enjoyed this office for the space of a twelve- 
month, I shall do what all good officers ought to do, take a 
survey of my behaviour, and consider carefully whether J 
have discharged my duty, and acted up to the character with 
which I am invested. For my direction in this particular, I 
have made a narrow search mto the nature of the old Roman 
Censors, whom I must always regard, not only as my pre- 
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decessors, "but as my patterns in this great employment ; and 
have several times asked my own heart -with great impar- 
tiality, -whether Cato will not hear a more venerable figure 
among posterity than Bickerstaffe P 
J I find the duty of the Eoman Censor was twofold The 
" \ first part of it consisted in making frequent reviews of the 
people, in casting up their numbers, ranging them under 
their several tnbes, disposing them into proper classes, and 
subdividing them mto their respective centuries 

Tn compliance with this part of the office, I have taken 
many curious surveys of this great city I have collected 
into particular bodies the dappers and the smarts, the natural 
and affected rakes, the pretty fellows and the vexy pretty 
fellows I have likewise drawn out in several distinct parties, 
your pedants and men of fire, your gamesters and politicians 
I have separated cits from citizens, free-thinkers from phi- 
losophers, wits from snuff-takers, and duellists from men of 
honour I have likewise made a calculation of esquires, not 
only considering the several distinct swarms of them that 
v are settled in the different parts of this town, but also, that 
more rugged species that inhabit the fields and woods, and 
jare often found in pot-houses, and upon hay-cocks 
' I shall pass the soft sex over m silence, having not yet re- 
duced them into any tolerable order , as likewise the softer 
tnbe of lovers, which will cost me a great deal of time, be- 
fore I shall be able to cast them into their several centuries 
and subdivisions 

The second part of the Eoman Censor’s office was to look 
into the manners of the people, and to check any growing 
luxury, whether in diet, dress, or building This duty, like- 
wise, I have endeavoured ttf discharge, by those wholesome 
precepts which I have given my countrymen m regard to 
beef and mutton, and the severe censures which I have passed 
upon ragouts and fricassees There is not, as I am informed, 
T a pair of red heels to be seen within ten miles of London, 
which I may likewise ascribe, without vanity, to the becom- 
ing zeal which I expressed m that particular I must own, 
my success with the petticoat is not so great, but as I have 
not yet done with it, I hope I shall, in a little time, put an 
effectual stop to that growing evil As for the article of 
building, I intend hereafter to enlarge upon it, having lately 
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obsen ed several warehouses, nay, private shops, that stand 
upon Corinthian pillars, and whole rows of tin pots showing 
themselves in order to their sale, through a sash window 
I have likewise followed the example of the Roman Cenr 
sors in punishing offences according to the quality of theN* 
offender. It was usual for them to expel a senator who had / 
been guilty of great immoralities out of the senate house, by 
omitting his name when they called over the list of his 
brethren In the same manner, to Temove effectually several 
worthless men who stand possessed of great honours, I haie 
made frequent draughts of dead men out of the vicious part 
of the nobility, and given them up to the new society of up- 
holders, with the necessary orders for their interment As 
the Roman Censors used to punish the knights or gentlemen 
of Rome, by taking away their horses from them, I have 
seized the canes of many criminals of figure, whom I had 
just reason to animadvert upon. As for the offenders 
among the common people ot Rome, they were generally 
chastised, by hemg thrown out of a higher tribe, and placed 
in one which was not so honourable My reader cannot hut f' 
think I have had an eye to this punishment, when I have ' 
degraded one species of men into bombs, squibs, and crackers, 
ana another into drums, bass-viols, and bagpipes ; not to 
mention whole packs of delinquents whom I have shut up 
in kennels, and the new hospital which I am at present 
erecting, for the reception of those of my countrymen who 
give me hut little hopes of their amendment, on the borders 
of Moorfields I shall only observe upon this particular, 
that since some late surveys I have taken of this island, I 
shall think it necessary to enlarge the plan of the buildings 
which I design m this quarter. 

"When my great predecessor Cato the elder stood for the 
censorship of Rome, there were several other competitors 
who offered themselves : and to get an interest among the 
people, gave them great promises of the mild and gentle^ 
treatment which they would use towards them in that office 
Cato on the contrary told them, he presented himself as a 
candidate, because he knew the age was sunk in immorality 
and corruption , and that if they would give him i heir votes, 
he would promise them to make use of such a strictness and 
severity ot discipline as should recover them out of it. The 
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Homan historians, upon this occasion, very much celebrated 
the pubhc-spintedness.of that people, who chose Cato for 
. their censor, notwithstanding ms method of recommending 
A himself I may in some measure extol my own countrymen 
1 Y upon the same account, who, without any respect to party, 
or any application from myself^ have made such generous 
subscriptions for the Censor of Great Britain, as will give a 
magnificence to my old age, and which I esteem more than 
I would any post in Europe of an hundred times the value 
I shall only add, that upon looking into my catalogue of 
subscribers, which I intend to print alphabetically in the 
front of my lucubrations, I find the names of the greatest 
beauties and wits in the whole island of Great Britain, which 
I only mention for the benefit of any of them who have not 
yet subscribed, it being my design to dose the subscription 
in a very short time 
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* Idem mficeto est inficebor rure 

Simul poemata attigit - neque idem unquam 
iEquh est beatus, ac poema cum scribit 
Tam gaudet m se, tamque se ipse miratur. 

' Is i minim idem omnes fallunur , neque est quisquam 

Quern non. m ahqua xe videre Suffenum 
, Possis — Catul de Scftemi 

WilTs Coffee-house, April 24 

I xx steed AY came hither about two hours before the 
company generally make their appearance, with a design to 
read over all the newspapers , but upon my sitting down, 
I was accosted by Ned Softly, who saw me from a comer 
f .fin the other end of the room, where I found he had been 
writing something Mr Bickerstafie, (says he,) I observe 
by a late paper of yours, that you and I are just of a humour ; 
for, you must know, of all impertinencies, there is nothing 
which I so^nuch hate as news I never read a Gazette in 
my ffie , and never trouble my head about our armies, whe- 
ther they win or lose, or in what part of the world they lie 
encamped "Without giving me time to reply, he drew a 
paper of verses out of his pocket, telling me* that he had 
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something which would entertain me more agreeably, and 
that he would desire my judgment upon every line, for that 
tve had time enough before us till the company came in. 

Ned Softly is a very pretty poet, and a great admirer oif 
easy lines "W: aller is his favourite : and as that admirable y 

writer has the best and worst verses of any among our Eng-/ 
lish poets, Ned Softly has got all the bad ones without hook, 
which he repeats upon occasion, to show his reading, and 
garnish his conversation Ned is indeed a true English 
reader, incapable of relishing the great and masterly strokes 
of this art , hut wonderfully pleased with the little Gothic 
ornaments of epigrammatical conceits, turns, points, and 
quibbles, which are so frequent in the most admired of our 
English poets, and practised by those who want genius and 
strength to represent, after the m ann er of the ancients, sim- 
plicity in its natural beauty and perfection. 

Finding myself unavoidably engaged in such a conversa- 
tion, I was resolved to turn my pain into a pleasure, and to 
divert myself as well as I could with so very odd a fellow.^ 
“ You must understand, (says Ned,) that the sonnet I am" 
going to read to you was written upon a lady, who showed 
me some verses of her own making, and is, perhaps, the best 
oet of our age But you shall hear it ” TJpon which he 
egan to read as follows : 

“TO MIBA ON HEE INCOSIPABABEE POEM. 

L 

“ When dressed in laurel ■wreaths j on shine. 

And tunc jour soft melodious notes, 

You seem a sister of the Nine, 

Or Phoebus’ self in petticoats 

II. 

“ 1 fancy, when your song you sing, 

(Your song jou sing -with so much art,) 

Your pen was plucked from Cupid’s wing 
For ah' it wounds me like his dart ” 

“ "Why (says I) this is a little nosegay of conceits, a very 
lump of salt . every verse hath something in it that piques . 
and then the dart in the last line is certainly as pretty a 
stuig in the tail of an epigram (for so I think your critics 
call it) a3 ever entered mto the thought of a poet.” “Dear 
Mr Bickerstaffe, (says he, shaking me by the hand,) every 
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» body knows you to be a judge of these things ; and to tell 
i you truly, I read over Boscommon’s translation of Horace’s 
Art of Poetry three several tunes, before I sat down to wnte 
the sonnet -which I have shown you But you shall hear it 
i /again, and pray observe every line of it, for not one of then: 
shall pass without your approbation 

‘Wien dressed in laurel wreaths you shine.’ 

“ That is, (says he,) when you have your gatland on ; when 
you are writing verses ” To which I replied, “ I know your 
meaning : a metaphor !” “ The same,’ ’ said he, and went on : 

“ * And tune your soft melodious notes ’ < 

“ Pray observe the gliding of that verse ; there is scarce a 
consonant in it : I took care to make it run upon liquids 
Give me your opinion of it ” “ Truly, (said I,) I think it as 
good as the former.” “Iam very glad to hear you say so, 
(says he,) hut mind the next : 

‘ You seem a sister of the Nine.’ 

. “ That is, (says he,) you seem a sister of the Aluses ; for if 

* you look into ancient authors, you will find it was them 
• opinion, that there were nine of them ” “ I remember it 
very well, (said I,) hut pray proceed ” 

" ’ Or Phoebus’ self in petticoats ’ 

“ Phoebus (says he) was the god of poetry These little 
instances, 3Jx Bickerstaffe, show a gentleman’s reading. 
Then to take off from the air of learning which Phoebus and 
the Aluses have given to this first stanza, you may observe, 
how it falls all ot a sudden mto the fnimlinr , in petticoats 1 

* Or Phoebus’ self m petticoats ’ ” 

xt Let ns now (says I) enter upon the second stanza. I 
find the first line isstill a continuation of the metaphor. 

' I fancy when your song you sing ’ ” 

“It is very right, (says he ;) hut pray observe the turn of 
y ’♦words in those two lines I was a whole hour in adjusting 
of them, and have still a doubt upon me, whether in the 
second line it should he, ‘ Tour song you sing ,’ or, ‘ Tou 
£mg your song ’ Tou shall hear them both 
‘ I fancy, when your song you sing, 

(Your song jou sing with so much art,) 

or, 

* I fancy when your song you smg, 

(You sing your song with so much art.)’ ” 
l 2 
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“ Truly, (said 1,) the turn is so natural either -way, that 
you have made me almost giddy -with it ” “ Dear Sir, (said 
he, grasping me hy the hand,) you have a great deal of pa- 
tience ; but pray what do you think of the nest verse ? 

* Your pen was plucked from Cupid’s mug X 

“ Think l (says I,) I think you have made Cupid look like' 

a little goose ” “That was my meaning, (says ne,) I think 
the ridicule is ivell enough hit off But we now come to the 
last, which sums up the whole matter. 

* For ah 1 * it wounds me like his dart.’ 

“ Pray how do you like that ah ! doth it not make a pretty 
figure m that place ? Ah ! — it looks as if X felt the dart, and 
cried out at "being pricked with it 

* For ah ' it wounds me like his dart’ 

“My friend Dick Easy (continued he) assured me, he 
would rather have written that ah ! than to 1 have "been the 
author of the iEneid. He indeed objected, that I made 
Mira’s pen like a quill m one of the lines, and like a dart in 

the other But as to that ” “ Oh * as to that, (says I,)V" 

it is but supposing Cupid to he like a porcupine, and his* 
quills and darts will be the same thing ” He was going to 
embrace me for the hint ; but half a dozen critics coming into 
the room, whose frees he did not like, he conveyed the son- 
net into lus pocket, and whispered me in the ear, he would 
show it me again as soon as his man had written it over fair 3 
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From my own Apartment, April 28. 

It has always been my endeavour to distinguish between 
realities and appearances, and separate true merit from 
pretence to it As it shall ever he my study to make dis-'X 
co\ enc-3 of tins nature in human life, and to settle the pro- 
per distinctions betweeen the •virtues and perfections of 

1 To] should be left out. 

’ The humour of this paper is fine; but not original. Ned Softly is a 
-111/ of Bays, m the rehearsal : 

“ Parnassia laurns, 

Parra sub mgenti matns se subjicit umbrft ” 
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mankind, and those false colours and resemblances of them 
that sbine alike in the eyes of the vulgar , so I shall be 
more particularly careful to search into the various merits 
find pretences of the learned world, This is the more ne- 
vtf / cessary, because there seems to be a general combination 
' among the pedants to extol one another’s labours, and cry 
np one another’s parts ; wliile men of sense, either through 
that modesty which is natural to them, or the scorn they 
have for such trifling commendations, enjoy their stock; of 
knowledge like a hidden treasure, with satisfaction and 
silence Pedantry, indeed, in learning, is like hypocrisy in 
religion, a form of knowledge without the power of it, that 
attracts the eyes of common people, breaks out m noise and 
show, and finds its reward, not from 1 any inward pleasure 
that attends it, but from the praises and approbations which 
it receives from men 

Of this shallow species there is not a more importunate, 
empty, and conceited animal, than that which is generally 
known by the name of a critic This, m the common accept- 
* ation of the word, is one that, without entering into the 
sense and soul of an author, has a few general rules, winch, 
like mechanical instruments, he applies to the works of e\ery 
writer, and as they quadrate with them, pronounces the 
author perfect or defective He is master of a certain set 
of words, as Unity, Style, Fire, Phlegm, Easy, Is aturah Turn, 
Sentiment, and the like ; which he vanes, compounds, divides, 
and throws together, in ei ery part of his discourse, without 
any thought or meaning. The marks you may know him by 
are, an elevated eye, and dogmatical brow, a positive voice, and 
a contempt for everything that comes out, whether he has 
read it or not He dwells altogether in generals 'He praises 
or dispraises in the lump He shakes his head very fre- 
quently at the pedantry of universities, and bursts into 
a laughter when you mention an author that is known at 
Ws He hath formed his judgment upon Homer, Horace, 
and Yirgil, not from their own works, but from those of 
Bapin and Bossu. He knows his own strength so well, that 

1 Finds its regard from ] He should have said “in,” the proper pre- 
position after “Jind:" what determined his choice of “from ” was the 
jingle of— “ m any tmrard ” — But the sentence might have been turned 
differently. 
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he never dares praise anything in -which he has not a French 
author for his voucher 

With these extraordinary talents and accomplishments,, 

Sir Timothy Tittle puts men in vogue, or condemns them t&* 
ohscunty, and sits as judge of life and death upon every 'K 
author that appears in public It is impossible to represent/ \ 

the pangs, agonies, ana convulsions, -which Sir Timothy ex- 
presses in every feature of his face, and muscle of his body, 

’ upon the reading of a had poet. 

About a week ago I was engaged at a friend’s house of 
mine in an agreeable conversation with his wife and daughters, 
when, in the height of our mirth, Sir Timothy, who makes 
lme to my friend’s eldest daughter, came in amongst us 
puffing and blowing as if he had been very much out of 
breath He immediately called for a chair, and desired leave 
to sit down, without any further ceremony. I asked him, 
“Where he had been? Whether he was out of order?” 

He only replied, that he was quite spent, and fell a cursmg 
in soliloquy I could hear hvm cry, “ A wicked rogue !- 
An execrable wretch 1 — Was there ever such a monster ! ” 

— The young ladies upon this began to be affrighted, and 
asked, “ Whether any one had hurt him ? ” He answered 
nothing, but still talked to himself “ To lay the first scene 
(saj s he) in St James’s Park, and the last in Northampton- 
shire ' ” “ Is that all ? (says I .) Then I suppose you have 
been at the rehearsal of the play this morning.” “ Been ’ 

(says he ,) I have been at Northampton, in the Park, m a 
lady’s bed-chamber, in a dining-room, everywhere; the 
rogue has led me such a dance 1 ” — Though I could scarce 
forbear laughing at his discourse, I told him I was glad it 
was no worse, and that he was only metaphorically weary. 

“ In short, sir, (says lie,) the author has not observed a single 
unity in his whole play; the scene shifts in every dialogue; 
the villain lias hurried me up and down at such a rate, that\*‘ 2? 
I am tired oft my legs I could not hut observe with some ^ 
pleasure, that the young lady whom he made lore to, con- 
cei\ ed a a cry just aversion towards him, upon seeing him so 
very passionate m trifles And as she had that natural sense 
which makes her a better judge than a thousand critics, she 
begin to rally him upon this loolish humour “For my part, 

(sa\ s she,) I never knew a play take that was written up to 
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your rules, as you call them ” “ How, madam ! (says he,) is 
that your opinion ? I am sure you hare a better taste ” “It 
is a pretty kind of magic (says she) the poets have to traus- 
.yfoort an audience from place to place without the help of a 
coach and horses I could travel round the world at such a 
rate ’Tis such an entertainment as an enchantress finds 
when she fancies herself in a wood, or upon a mountain, at 
a feast, or a solemnity , though at the s'ame time she has 
never stirred out of her cottage ” “ Tour simile, madam, 
(says Sir lunotliy ) is by no means just ” “ Pray, (says she,) 
let "my similes pass without a criticism I must confess, 
(continued she, for I found she was resolved to exasperate 
him,) I laughed very heartily at the last new comedy which 
you found so much fault with ” “ But, madam, (says he,) 
you ought not to hare laughed , and I defy any one to show 
me a single rule that you could laugh by.” “ Ought not to 
laugh 1 (says she ) Pray who should binder me ? ” “ Madam, 
(says he,) there are such people in the world as Bapin, 
> Dacier, and several others, that ought to have spoiled your 
mirth” “I have heard, (says the young lady,) that your 
great critics are always very "bad poets - I fancy there is as 
- much difference between the worts of one and the other, as 
there is between the carnage of a dancmg-master and a 
gentleman I must confess, (continued she,) I would not he 
troubled with so fine a judgment as yours is , for I find you 
feel more vexation m a bad comedy, than I do in a deep 
tragedy ” ** Madam, (says Sir Timothy,) that is not my fault, 
they should learn the art of writing ” “ Por my part, (says 
the young lady,) I should think the greatest art in your 
wnters of comedies is to please ” “ To please ’ ” (says Sir 
Timothy ,) and immediately fell a laughing. “ Truly, (says 
she,) that is my opinion” Upon this, he composed Ins 
countenance, looked upon his watch, and took his leave 
^ I hear that Sir Timothy has not been at my friend’s house 
since this notable conference, to the satisfaction of the young 
lady, who by this means has got nd of a very impertinent fop 
I must confess, I could not hut observe, with a great deal 
of surprise, how this gentleman, by his ill-nature, folly, and 
affectation, hath made himself capable of suffering so many 
imaginary pains, and looking with such a senseless seventy 
upon the common diversions of life 
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Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam Iibens Hoe 

From my own Apartment, June 30. 



Some years since I Mas engaged Mitt a coach full of friends 
to take a journey as far as the Land’s End We were Eery 
well pleased with one another the first day, every one en- 
dea\ ourmg to recommend himself by hxs good humour and 
complaisance to the rest of the company. This good corre- 
spondence did not last long , one of our party Mas soured the 
very first evening by a plate of butter which had not been 
melted to his mind, and which spoiled his temper to such a 
degree, that he continued upon the fret to the end of our 
journey. A second fell off from his good humour the next 
morning, for no other reason that I could imagine, but be- 
cause I chanced to step into the coach before bun, and place 
myself on the shady side This, however, was but my own ^ 
prhate guess, for he did not mention a word of it, nor indeed 
of anything else, for three days following The rest of our 
company held out very near half the way, when of a sudden 
hlr Sprightly fell asleep ; and instead of endeavouring to 
divert and oblige us, as he had hitherto done, earned him- 
self with an unconcerned, careless, drowsy behaviour, till we 
came to our last stage There were three of us who still 
held up our heads, and did all we could to make our journey 
agreeable . but, to my shame be it spoken, about three miles 
on this side Exeter I was taken with an unaccountable fit of 
sullenness, that hung upon me for above threescore miles , 
whether it were for want of respect, or from an accidental 
tread upon my foot, or from a foolish maid’s calling me The 
old Gentleman, I cannot tell In short, there was but one 
who kept his good humour to the Land’s End ')#' 

There was another coach that went along with us, in which 
I likewise observed, that there were many secret jealousies, 
heart-burnings, and animosities : for when we joined com- 
panies at night, I could not but take notice, that the passen- 
gers neglected their own company, and studied how to make 
themsehes esteemed by us. who were altogether strangers 
to them : till at length they grew so veil acquainted with 
us, that they liked us as little as they did one another. ' 
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"When I reflect upon tins journey. I often fancy it to be a 
picture of human life, in respect to the several friendships, 
contracts, and alliances that are made and dissolved in the 
Several periods of it The most delightful and most lasting 
engagements are generally those which pass "between man ana 
woman ; and yet upon what trifles are they weakened, 01 
entirely broken ! Sometimes the parties fly asunder even in 
the midst of courtship, and sometimes grow cool m the very 
honey-month Some separate before the first child, and 
some’ after the fifth ; others continue good till thirty, other! 
till forty, while some few, whose souls are of an happier 
make, and better fitted to one another, travel on together 
to the end of their journey, in a continual intercourse of 
kind offices and mutual endearments 

lYken we, therefore, choose our companions for life, if we 
hope to keep both them and ourselves in good humour to the 
last stage of it. we must he extremely careful nr the choice 
we make, as well as m the conduct on our own part "When 
^ the persons to whom we join ourselves can stand an examin- 
ation, and hear the scrutiny, when they mend upon our ac- 
quaintance with them, and discover new beauties the more 
we search into their characters, our love will naturally rise m 
proportion to their perfections. 

But because there are very few possessed of such accom- 
plishments of body and mind, we ought to look after those 
qualifications both in ourselves and others, which are indis- 
pensably necessary towards this happy union, and which are 
in the power of every one to acquire or at least to cultivate 
and improve These m my opinion, are cheerfulness and 
constancy A cheerful temper, joined with innocence, will 
make beauty attractive, knowledge delightful, and wit good- 
natured. It will lighten sickness, poverty, and affliction; 
convert ignorance into an amiable simplicity, and render de- 
fornuty itself agreeable 

Constancy is natural to persons of even tempers and uni- 
form dispositions, and may be acquired by those of the 
greatest fickleness, violence, and passion, who consider seri- 
ously the terms of union upon which they are come together, 
the mutual interest in which they are engaged, with all the 
motives that ought to mate their tenderness and compassion 
towards those who have their dependence upon them, and 
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are embarked with them for life in the same state of hap- 
piness or miseiy Constancy, when it grows in the mind 
npon considerations of this nature, becomes a moral virtue, 
and a kind of good-nature, that is not subject to any change'^ 
of health, age, fortune, or any of those accidents which are 
apt to unsettle the best dispositions that are founded rather ^ 
in constitution than in Teason 1 "Where such a constancy as 
this is wanting, the most inflamed passion may fell away into 
coldness and indifference, and the most melting tenderness 
degenerate into hatred and aversion I shall conclude this 
paper with a story that is very well known in the north of 
England * 

About thirty years ago, a packet-boat that had several 
passengers on board was cast away upon a rock, and in so 
great danger of sinking, that all who were in it endeavoured 
to save themselves as well as they could, though only those 
who could swim well had a hare possibility of doing it 
Among the passengers there were two women of fashion, 
who seeing themselves in such a disconsolate condition, beg- 
ged of their husbands not to leave them. One of them 
chose rather to die with his wife, than to forsake her; the 


other, though he was moved with the utmost compassion for 
his wife, told her, that for the good of their children it was 
better one of them should live, than both perish. By a 
great piece of good luck nest to a miracle, when one of our 
good men had taken the last and long ferewell in order to 
save himself, and the other held in his arms the person that 
wa* dearer to him than life, the ship was preserved. It is 
with a secret sorrow and i exation of mina that I must tell 


the sequel of the story, and let my reader know, that this 
faithfiu pair who were ready to have died in each other’s 
arms about three years after tlieir escape, upon some trifling 
disgu«t, grew to a coldness at first, and at length fell out 
to such a degree, that they left one another, and parted for 
ever. The other couple lived together in an uninterrupted 
friendship and felicity, and, what was remarkable, the hus- 
band whom the shipwreck had like to have separated from 


* The last part of this sentence is strong together "with too many rela- 
tives, tf-at — tchfh — that. The following sentence, too, is not exact — “ m- 
f/zr-'fd p 1=1 oi,/i U ctcay — melting tenderness degenerate ” — The metaphor 
not well pursued. 
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his "wife, died a few months after her, not being able to sur- 
vive the loss of her 1 

I must confess, there is something in the changeableness 
a!nd inconstancy of human nature, that veiy often both de- 
— Ejects and terrifies me "Whatever I am at present, I tremble 
to think what I may be "While I find this principle in me, 
how can I assure myself, that I shall be always true to my 
God, my friend, or mvself? in short, without constancy 
there is neither love, friendship, or virtue in the world 


No 216 SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 1710 

— Nugis addere pondns 
From my own Apartment, August 25. 

Nathbe is full of wonders , every atom is a standing mi- 
racle, and endowed with such qualifies, as could not be im- 
pressed on it by a power and wisdom less than infinite 
*'JFor this reason, I would not discourage any searches that 
axe made into the most minute and trivial parts of the cre- 
ation Houeter, since the world abounds m the noblest 
fields of speculation, it is, melhmks, the mark of a little 
genius to be wholly conversant among insects, reptiles, ani- 
malcules, and those trifling rarities that furnish out the 
apartment of a virtuoso 

There are some men whose heads are so oddly turned this 
way, that though they are utter strangers to the common 
occurrences of life, they are able to discover the sex of a 
cockle, or describe the generation of a mite, in all its cir- 
cumstances They are so little versed in the world, that 
they scarce know a horse from an ox , but at the same tune 
will tell you, with a great deal of gravity, that a flea is a 
A rhinoceros, and a snail an hermaphrodite I have known 
” one of these whimsical philosophers who has set a greater 
value upon a collection of spiders than he would upon a 
flock of sheep, and has sold his coat off his back to purchase 
a tarantula 

I would not have a scholar wholly unacquainted with these 
Becrets and curiosities of nature , but certainly the mind of 

1 The rhythm of this sentence hurt by the repeUUon of “ her" — “ after 
her ” — "lots of her.” 
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man. that is capable of so much higher contemplations, 
should not he altogether iked upon such mean and dispro- 
portioned objects Observations of this kind are apt to 
alienate us too much from the knowledge of the world, ant* 
to make us serious upon trifles, by which means they exposed, 
philosophy to the ridicule of the witty, and the contempt of/ 
the ignorant In short, studies of this nature should be the 
diversions, relaxations, and amusements, not the care, busi- 
ness, and concern of life 

It is indeed wonderful to consider, that there should be a 
sort of learned men who are wholly employed m gathering 
together the refuse of nature, if I may call it so, and hoard* 
ing up m their chests and cabinets such creatures as others 
industriously ai oid the sight of One does not know how 
to mention some of the most precious parts of their treasure, 
without a kind of an apology for it I have been shown a 
beetle valued at twenty crowns, and a toad at an hundred : 
but we must take this for a general rule, that whatever ap- - 
pear3 tmial or obscene in the common notions of the world, 
looks grave and philosophical in the eye of a virtuoso 

To show this humour in its perfection; I shall present my 
reader with the legacy of a certain virtuoso, who laid out a 
considerable estate in natural rarities and curiosities, which 
upon his death-bed he bequeathed to his relations and friends 


m the following words ■ 


THE WILL OF A TIETUOSO. 

I, Nicholas Gimchack, being m sound health of mind, 
but in great weakness of body, do by this my last will and 
testament bestow my worldly goods and chattels in manner 
following . 

Imprimis, To my dear wife, 

One box of butterflies, 

One drawer of shells, 

A female skeleton, 

A dried cockatrice 

Item, To my daughter Elizabeth, 

My receipt for preserving dead caterpillars 

As also my preparations of winter May-dew, and embry. 
pickle 

Item, To my little daughter Fanny, 
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Three crocodile’s eggs 

And upon the birth of her first child, if she marries with 
her mother’s consent, - 

The nest of an humming-bird 
Item, To my eldest brother, as an acknowledgment for 
the lands he has vested m my son Charles, I bequeath 
My last year’s collection of grasshoppers 

Item, To his daughter Susannah, being his only child, I 
bequeath my 

English weeds pasted on royal paper, 

With my large folio of Indian cabbage 

Item, To my learned and worthy friend Dr Johannes 
jElscrickius, professor in anatomy, and my associate m the 
studies of nature, as an eternal monument of my affection 
and friendship for him, I bequeath 

My rat’s testicles, and 
Whale’s pizzle, 

to him and his issue male ; and in default of such issue m 
the said Dr Elscnckms, then to return to my executor and 
his heirs for ever 


Having fully provided for my nephew Isaac, by m akin g 
over to lnm some years since 

A homed scarabfeus, 

The skin of a rattle-snake, and 
The mummy of an Egyptian king, 

I make no further provision for lnm in this my will 

My eldest son John, having spoken disrespectfully of his 
little sister whom I keep by me m spirits of wine and m 
many other instances behaved himself undutifully towards 
me, I do disinherit, and wholly cut off from any part of this 
my personal estate, by giving him a single cockle-shell 

To my second son, Charles, I give and bequeath all my 
flowers, plants minerals, mosses, shells, pebbles, fossils, beetles, 
butterflies, caterpillars, grasshoppers, and vermin not aboie 
specified’ as also all my monsters, both wet and diy, making 
the said Charles whole and sole executor of this my last 
will and testament , he paying, or causing to be paid, the 
aforesaid legacies within the space of six months after my 
decease. And I do hereby revoke all other wills whatsoever 
by me formerly made 
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"Wheeeas an ignorant upstart in astrology lias publicly 
endeavoured to persuade the world, that he is the late John. 
Partridge, who died the 28th of March, 1708 ; these are to^~ 
certify all whom it may concern, that the true J olin Partridge 
was not only dead at that tune, hut continues so to this pre- 
sent day. 

Beware of counterfeits, for such are abroad. 


Ko 218. THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 1710. 


Scnpforum Chorus omms amat nemos et fngit tubes Hon. 


From my own Apartment , August 30. 


I chanced to rise veiy early one particular morning this 
summer, and took a walk into the country to divert myself a 
among the fields and meadows, while the green was new, 
and the flowers in their bloom As at this season of the 
year ever}* lane is a beautiful walk, and every hedge full of 
nosegays, 1 1 lost myself with a great deal of pleasure among 
se\eral thickets and bushes that were filled with a great va- 
riety of birds, and an agreeable confusion of notes, 2 which 
formed 3 the pleasantest scene in the world to one who had 
passed a whole winter in noise and smoke The freshness 
of the dews that lay upon everything about me, with the 


1 Nosegay ] An oddly compounded word, if we take gay in the sense of 
f.ne or showy, expressing:, together, the effect which bowers hate on the 
sight and smell But gay, in the primary sense of the word, is that which 
cheers, refreshes, or delights ; and denied, like gaudy, from “ gaudere ” 

In this view , the composition is more natural and proper. Howes er, the 
word it«olf is now much out of use k 

* Filled with — birds, and — notes,] We may say of a thicket, that it is i 
filed with birds, or filled with the notes of birds, but not at the same tune 
because the word, filled, must then be taken m a different sense, as ap- 
plied to each; in a literal sense, when connected with birds, and a meta- 
phorical sense, as joined to the notes of buds . whence arises a degree of 
quaintness and confusion 

* formed] That is, which birds and notes formed- but one docs 
rot see \^w birds and notes can he said to form a scene In short, the 
wnole sentence is heavy and inaccurate But the author makes amends 
•uwhat follows 
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cool 'breath of the morning, -which inspired the birds -with 
sc ninny delightful instincts, created in me the same land of 
animal pleasure, and made my heart overflow with such 
Secret emotions of joy and satisfaction as are not to be de- 
.Vscnbed or accounted for On this occasion, I could not but 
' reflect upon a beautiful simile in Milton: 

"As one who long in populous city pent. 

Where houses thick, and sewers, annoy the air, 

Forth issuing on a summer’s mom, to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages, and farms 
Adjoined, from each thing met conceives delight 
The smell of gram, or tedded grass, or krne, 

Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound ” 

Those wbo are conversant in the writings of polite authors, 
receive an additional entertainment from the countxy, as it 
revives in their memories those charming descriptions with 
which such authors do frequently abound . 1 

I was thinking of the foregoing beautiful simile m Milton, 
and applying it to myself when I observed to the windward 
^? v of me a black cloud falling to the earth in long trails of 
rain, which made me betake myself for shelter to a house 
which X saw at a little distance from the place where I was 
walking. As I sat in the porch, I heard the voices of two 
or three persons, who seemed very earnest m discourse My 

curiosity was raised when I heard the names of Alexander 
the Great and Artaxerxes , and as their talk seemed to run 
on ancient heroes, I concluded there could not he any secret 
in it , for which reason I thought I might very fairly listen 
to what they said. 

After several parallels between great men, which appeared 
to me altogether groundless and chimerical, I was surprised 
to hear one say, “ That he valued the Black Prince more than 
the Duke of Tendosme ” How the Duke of Yendosme 

f should become a nval of the Black Prince’s, I could not 
conceive : and was more startled, when I heard a second affirm 
with great vehemence, ‘ That if the Emperor of Germany 
'was not going off, he should like him better than either of 

* With tchich such authors do frequently abound] One wonders to 
find the expletive “ do ” inserted in this place It was to prevent the 
close of this paragraph from running into a verse — 

“ frith which such authors frequently abound " 

He might have said, “ which are frequent in such authors ” 
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them ” He added, “ That though the season was so change- 
able, the Duke of Marlborough was in blooming beauty.” 

I was wondering to myself from whence they had received 
this odd intelligence, especially when I heard them mentiom 
the names of several other great generals, as the Prince ory 
Hesse, and the King of Sweden, who, they said, were both/ 
running away To which they added, what I entirely agreed 
with them in, “ That the Crown of Prance was very weak, 
but that the Harsh al Yillar3 still kept his colours.” At last 
one of them told the company, “If they would go along 
with him, he would show them a Chimney Sweeper and a 
Painted Lady in the same bed, which he was sure would very v 
much please them ” The shower which had driven them, as 
well as myself, into the house, was now over : and as they 
were passing by me into the garden, I asked them to let me 
be one in their company 

The gentleman of the house told me, “If I delighted in 
flowers, it would be worth my while, for that he believed he 
could show me such a blow of tulips as was not to be 
matched m the whole country.” „ ^ 

I accepted the offer, and immediately found that they had 
been talking m terms of gardening, and that the kings and 
generals they had mentioned were only so many tulips, to 
winch the gardeners, according to their usual custom, had 
given such high titles and appellations of honour 

I was very much pleased and astonished at the glorious 
Ehow of these gay vegetables, that arose in great profusion 
on all the banks about us Sometimes I considered them, 
with the eye of an ordinary spectator, as so many beautiful 
objects, varnished over with a natural gloss, and stained with 
such a variety of colours, as are not to be equalled in any- 
artificial dve3 or tinctures. Sometimes X considered every 
leaf as an elaborate piece of tissue, in which the threads and 
‘.ibres were woven together mto different configurations, * 
which gave a different colouring to the light as it glanced on ^ 
the several parts of the surface Sometimes I considered the 
jvhole bed of tulips, according to the notion of the greatest 
mathematician and philosopher that ever lived, as a multi- 
tude of optic instruments, designed for the separating light 
into all those a anous colours of which it is composed 

I '"as awakened out of these my philosophical specula- 
tions, hy observing the company often seemed to laugh at 
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me I accidentally praised a tulip as one of the finest that 
I ever saw; upon which they told me it was a common 
fool’s-coat Upon that I praised a second, which it seems 
iras hut another kind of Eool’s-coat I had the same fate 
with two or three more, for which reason I desired the 
owner of the garden to let me- know which were the finest 
of the flowers, for that I was so unskilful in the art, that I 
thought the most beautiful were .the most valuable and that 
those which had the gayest colours were the most beautiful 
The gentleman smiled at my ignorance he seemed a very 
plain, honest man, and a person of good sense, had not his 
head been touched with that distemper which Hippocrates 
calls the Tuhppo-Mama, TaXir-o/mi la , insomuch that he 
would talk very rationally on any subject in the world but 
a tulip 

He told me, “ That he valued the bed of flowers which 
lay before us, and was not above twenty yards in length, and 
two m breadth, more than he would the best hundred acres 
of land m England,” and added, “That it would have been 
'"worth twice the money it is, if a foolish cook-maid of Ins had 
not almost ruined him the last winter, by mistaking an hand- 
ful of tulip-roots for an heap of onions, and by that means 
(says he) made me a dish of pottage, that cost me above 
£1000 sterling ” He then showed me what he thought the 
finest of his tulips, which I found received all their value 
from their ranty and oddness, and put me m mind of your 
great fortunes, which are not always the greatest beauties 

I have often looked upon it as a piece of happiness, that I 
have neier fallen into any of these fantastical tastes, nor 
esteemed anything the more for its being uncommon and hard 
to be met with Eor this Teason, I look upon the w hole country 
in spring time as a spacious garden, and make as many usits 
to n spot of daisies, or a bank of violets, as a florist does to 
jhis borders and parterres There is not a bush in blossom 
^within a mile ot me which I am not acquainted with, nor 
scarce a daffodil or cowshp that withers away in my neigh- 
bourhood without my missing it I walked home in this 
temper of mind through several fields and meadows with an 
unspeakable pleasure, not without reflecting on the bounty of 
Providence, which has made the most pleasing and most 
beautiful objects the most ordinary and most common. 

IOI_ 11. x 
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Ko 220 TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 5, 1710. 


Insani sanus nomen ferat, sequus miqui. 

Ultra qnam satis est, nrtutem si petat lpsam Hor 

From my own Apartment , September 4. 



Hating received many letters filled with compliments and 
acknowledgments for my late useful discovery of the politi- 
cal barometer, I shall here communicate to the public an ac- 
count of my ecclesiastical thermometer, the latter giving as 
manifest prognostications of the changes and revolutions m 
church, as the former does of those in state, and both of 
them being absolutely necessary for every prudent subject, 
who is resolved to keep what he has. and get what he can 
The church thermometer which I am now to treat of, is 
supposed to have been invented in the reign of Henry the 
Eighth about the time when that religious pnnce put some to 
death for owning the pope’s supremacy and others for deny-y 
mg transubstantiation I do not find, however anv grea*' 
u-e made of this instrument till it fell into the hands of a 
learned and vigilant priest, or minister, (for he frequently 
wrote himself both one and the other) wlio was some time 
Yicar of Bray This gentleman lived m his vicarage to a 
good old age , and after hai ing seen several successions of 
In's neighbouring clergy either burnt or banished, departed 
thi" life with the satisfaction of having never deserted his 
flock, and died Yicar of Bray. As this glass was first de- 
signed to calculate the different degrees of heat m religion, 
as it raged m Popery, or as it cooled and grew temperate in 
the Reformation it was marked at several distances, after the 
manner our ordinary thermometer is to this day tiz “ ex- 
treme hot, sultry hot, i ery hot, hot, warm, temperate, cold, 
just freezing, frost, hard frost great frost, extreme cold.” JL 
It is well known, that Toncellius, the inventor of the* 
common weather-glass made the experiment in a long tube 
which held thirty-two foot of water ; and that a mqre modem 
virtuoso finding such a machine altogether unwieldy and 
u'ole's and considering that thirty-two inches of quicksilver 
weighed aa much as so many foot of water in a tube of the 
®a:ne circumference, invented that sizeable mstrument which 
is now in use After this manner, that I might udapt the 
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thermometer I am now speaking of to the present constitu- 
tion of our church, as divided into -‘high” and “low," T 
have made some necessary variations both m the tube and 
the fluid it contains In the first place, I ordered a tube to 
-4be cast in a planetary hour, and took care to seal it herme- 
tically. when the sun was in conjunction with Saturn I 
then* took the proper precautions about the fluid, wluch is a 
compound of two very different liquors . one of them a spirit 
drawn out of a strong, heady wine ; the other a particular 
sort of rock water, colder than ice, and clearer than crystal 
The spirit is of a red, fiery colour, and so very apt to fer- 
ment. that unless it be mingled with a proportion of the 
water, or pent up very close, it will burst the vessel that 
holds it, and fly up in fume and smoke. The water, on the 
contrary, is of such a subtle, piercing cold, that unless it be 
mingled with a proportion of the spirits, it will sink through 
almost everything that it is put into, and seems to be of the 
/ same nature as the water mentioned by Quintus Curtius, 
^ which. saj s the historian, could be contained in nothing but 
' in the hoof or (as the Oxford manuscript has it) in the 
skull of an ass The thermometer is marked according to 
the following figure, which I set down at length, not only 
to give my reader a dear idea of it, but also to fill up my 
paper. 

Ignorance. 

Persecution 

"Wrath 

Zeal 

Chtech. 

Ho deration. 

Lukewarmness 

Infidelity. 

Ignorance 

The reader will observe, that the church is placed in the 
middle point of the glass, between Zeal and ^Moderation, the 
situation in which sue always flourishes, and m which every 
good Englishman wishes her, uho is a friend to the consti- 
tution of his country. However, when it mounts to Zeal it 
is not amiss , and when it sinks to ^Moderation. is still in a 
most admirable temper. The worst of it is. that when ones 
it begins to nse it has still an inclination to ascend inso- 
much that it is apt to climb from Zeal to "Wrath, and from 

u 2 
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Wrath to Persecution, -winch always ends in Ignorance, and 
\ery often proceeds from it. In tlie same maimer it fre- 
quently takes its progress through the lower half of the 
glass ; "and when it has a tendency to fell, will gradually: 
descend from Moderation to Lukewarmness, and from I/uke-^— 
warmness to Infidelity, which very often terminates in Ig- 
norance, and always proceeds from it. 

It is a common observation, that the ordinary thermo- 
meter will he affected hy the breathing of people who are in 
the room where it stands ; and indeed, it is almost incredible 
to conceive bow tbe glass I am now describing will fell by 
the breath of a multitude crying Popery ; or on the contrary, 
how it will rise when the same multitude (as it sometimes 
happens) cry out in the same "breath, “ The Chnrch is in 
danger.” 

As soon as I had finished this my glass, and adjusted it to 
the above-mentioned scale of religion, that I might make 
proper experiments with it. I earned it under my cloak to 
several coffee-houses and other places of resort about this^ 
great city. At St James’s coffee-house, the liquor stood at 
Moderation , hut at "Will’s, to my extreme surprise it sub- 
sided to the i cry lowest mark on the glass At the Grecian, 
it mounted but just one point higher ; at the Bainbow, it 
still ascended two degrees ; Child’s fetched it up to Zeal, 
and other adjacent coffee-houses to Wrath. 

It fell into the lower half of the glass as I went further 
into the city, till at length it settled at Moderation, where 
it continued all the time I stayed about the ’Change, as also 
whilst I passed by the Bank And here I cannot hut take 
notice, that through the whole course of my remarks, I never 
observed mr glass to rise at the same time that the stocks 
did. 

To complete the experiment, I prevailed upon a friend of 
mine, who works under me in the occult sciences to make a -L- 
progress with my glass through the whole island of Great * 
Britain : and after ins return, to present me with a register 
of his observations I guessed beforehand at tbe temper of 
several places he parsed through, hy the characters they have 
h"d time out of mind Thus that facetious divine Ur. Puller, 
speaking of the town of Banbury near a hundred years ago, 
tells us it was a place famous for cakes and zeal. which I 
find by my glass is true to this day, as to the latter part oi 
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this descnption , though I must confess it is not in the same 
reputation for cates that it -was in the time of that learned 
author . and thus of other places In short. I have now by 
me, digested m an alphabetical order, all the counties, cor- 
^^porations and boroughs in Great Britain with their respect- 
ive tempers, as they stand related to my thermometer : but 
this I shall keep to myself^ because I would by no means do 
any thing that may seem to influence anv ensuing elections 
The point of doctrine which I would propagate by this 
my invention is the same which was long ago advanced by 
that able teacher Horace out of whom I have taken my text 
for this discourse: we should be careful not to overshoot 
ourselves in the pursuits even of virtue "Whether zeal or 
moderation be the point we aim at, let us keep fire out of 
the one and frost out of the other. But alas 1 the world is 
too wise to want such a precaution The terms High Church 
and Low Church, as commonly used, do not so much denote 
a principle, as they distinguish a party. They are bke words 
of battle, that hate nothing to do with their original sigmfi- 
cation, but are only given out to keep a body of men together, 
and to let them know friends from enemies 

I must confess, I have considered with some little atten- 
tion, the influence which the opinions of these great national 
sects have upon their practice : and do look upon it as one 
of the uiiaccountable things of our times, that multitudes 
of honest gentlemen, who entirely agree in their lives should 
take it in their heads to differ m their religion. 


No. 224 THURSDAY, SEPTEHBEE 14, 1710 

Matenam superabat opus. — Ovid 

From my own Apartment, September 13. 

It is my custom, in a dearth of news, to entertain myself 
with those collections of advertisements that appear at the 
end of all our public prints These I consider as accounts 
of news from the little world, m the same manner that the 
foregoing parts of the paper are from the great If m one 
we hear that a sovereign prince is fled from his capital city, 
m the other we hear of a tradesman who hath shut up his 
shop and run away. If in one we find the victory of a 



166 


ADDISONS WOEKS. 


general, in the other we seethe desertion of a private soldier. 
I must confess, I have a certain weakness m my temper, 
that is often very much affected hy these little domestic 
occurrences, and have frequently "been caught witlitear3 fe 
my eyes over a melancholy -advertisement. 

But to consider this subject in its most ridiculous lights/ 
advertisements are of great use to the vulgar . first of all. as 
they are instruments of ambition A man that is by no 
means big enough for the Gazette, may easily creep into the 
advertisements . by which means we often see an apothecary 
m the same paper of news with a plenipotentiary, or a run- 
ning-footman with an ambassador An advertisement from 
Piccadilly goes down to posterity with an article from 
Madrid ; and John Bartlett of Goodman’s Fields, is cele- 
brated in the same paper with the Emperor of Germany. 
Thus the fable tells us, “ That the wren mounted as high as 


the eagle, by getting upon his back ” 

A second use which this sort of writings have been turned 
to of late years, has been the management of controversy, 
insomuch, that above half the advertisements one meets with! 


now-a-days are purely polemical The inventors of “ Strops 
for Bazors ” have written against one another this nay tor 
c everal years and that with great bitterness , as the whole 
argument pro and con in the case of the “Morning Gowns” 
is still carried on after the same manner. I need not men- 


tion the several proprietors of Dr Anderson’s pills ; nor take 
notice of the many satirical works of this nature so frequently 
published by Dr Clark who has had the confidence to ad- 
vertise upon that learned knight, my very worthy friend. Sir 
"William Bead: but I shall not interpose in their quarrel; 
Sir "William can give him his own in advertisements, that, 
in the judgment ol the impartial, are as well penned as the 
doctor’s 


The third and last use of these writings is, to inform], 
the world where they may be furnished with almost eveiyJ 
thing that is necessary for life. If a man has pains in his 
head, chohcs m his bowels, or spots in his clothes, he may 
here meet with proper cures and remedies If a man would 
recoier a wife or a horse that is stolen or strayed, if he 
wants new sermons, electuaries, asses’ milk, or anything else, 
either for his body or his mind, this is the place to look for 
them in 
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The great art in writing advertisements, is the finding out 
a proper method to catch the reader’s ere ; without -which a 
good thmg may pass over unobserved, or he lost among com- 
missions of bankrupt Asterisks and hands were formerly 

great use for this purpose Of late years, the N B has 
been much in fashion ; as also little cuts and figures, the in- 
vention of which we must ascribe to the author of spnng- 
trusses I must not here omit the blind Italian character, 
which being scarce legible, always fires and detains the eye, 
and gives the curious reader something like the satisfaction 
of prying into a secret 

But the great skill in an advertiser, is chiefly seen in the 
style which he makes use of He is to mention “ the uni- 
versal esteem, or general reputation,” of things that were 
never heard of It he is a physician or astrologer, he must 
change his lodgings frequently, and (though he never saw any- 
body in them besides his ownfamilv) give public notice of it, 
“For the information of the Kobiiity and Gentry.” Since 
I am thus usefully employed in writing criticisms on the 
“works of these diminutive authors, I must not pass over m 
silence an advertisement which has lately made its appearance, 
and is written altogether m a Ciceronian manner. It was 
sent to me. with five shillings to he inserted among my ad- 
vertisements ; hut as it is a pattern of good writing in this 
way. I shall give it a place m the body of my paper. 

“ Tice highest compounded Spirit of Lavender the most 
glorious, (it the expression may he used.) enlivening scent 
and flavour that can possibly he, which so raptures the spirits, 
delights the gust, and gives such airs to the countenance, as 
- are not to he imagined but by those that have tried it The 
meanest sort of the thing is admired by most gentlemen and 
ladies : hut this far more, as by far it exceeds it, to the gam- 
ing among all a more than common esteem It is sold (in 
neat flint bottles fit for thepocket) only at the Golden Key, 
in TTarton’s Court, near Holbom Bars,' for 3s 6d., with di- 
rections ** 

At the same time that I recommend the several flowers in 
which this spirit of lavender is wrapped up, (it the expression 
may be used.) I cannot excuse my fellow-labourers for ad- 
mitting into their papers several uncleanly ndverhsements, not 
at all proper to appear in the works of polite writers Among 
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these 1 must reckon the “ Carminative wind-expelbng Pills ” 

If, the doctor had called them his Carminative Pills, he had 
done as cleanly as any one could have "wished ; hut the second 
■word entirely destroys the decency of the first There arft 
other absurdities of this nature so very gross, that I dare not^.- 
mention them , and shall therefore dismiss this subject withy 
a public admonition to Michael Parrot , that he do not pre- 
sume any more to mention a certain worm he knows of, 
which, by the way, has grown seven foot in my memory , for, 
if I am not much mistaken, it is the same that was but nine 
foot long about six months ago 

By the remarks I have here made, it plainly appears, that 
a collection of advertisements is a kind of miscellany , the 
writers of which, contrary to all authors, except men of qua- 
lity, give money to the booksellers who pubbsh their copies. 

The genius of the bookseller is chiefly shown in his method 
of ranging and digesting these bttle tracts The last paper 
I took up in my hands places them in the following order : 

The true Spanish blacking for shoes, &c „ 

The beautifying cream for the face, &c 
Pease and plasters, &c. 
lSTectar and ambrosia, &c 

Pour freehold tenements of £15 per annum, &c 
The present State of England, &c. 
tit Annotations upon the Tatler, &c 

A coinussiox of bankrupt be awarded against B L , book- 
seller, &c 


2so 226 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1710. 


— Juvcnis quondam, nunc Faemuia Cfeneus, 

£t fato in vetcrem rursus revoluta figuram Yxpg. 

From my own Apartment, September 18. 

It is one of the designs of this paper to transmit to pos- 
terity an account of everything that is monstrous m my 
own tunes Tot this reason I shall here publish to the 
world the life of a person who was neither man nor woman, ^ 
written by one of my ingenious correspondents, who' 
t-eems to have imitated Plutarch m that multifarious erudi- 
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tion, and those occasional dissertations, -which he has -wrought 
into the body of his history The life I am putting out^is 
that of Margery, alias John Young, commonly known by the 
yhame of Dr Young, who (as the town Teiy well knows) 
— -^was a woman that practised physic in man’s clothes, and 
x after having had two wives ana several children, died about 
a month since 

“Sib, 

I here make hold to trouble you with a short accoiur 
of the famous Dr. Young’s life, winch you may call (if you 
please) a second part of the farce of the* Sham Doctor This 
perhaps will not seem so strange to you, who (if I am not mis- 
taken) have somewhere mentioned with honour your sister 
Kirleus as a practitioner both in physic and astrology, hut 
in the common opinion of mankind, a she-qunck is altogether 
as strange and astonishing a creature as a Centaur that 
practised physic m the days of Achilles, or as King Phys m 
A the Eehearsal JEsculapius, the great founder of your art, 
' was particularly famous for his heard, as we may conclude 
from the behaviour of a tyrant, who is branded by heathen 
historians as guilty both of sacrilege and blasphemy, having 
robbed the statue of Aesculapius of a thick bushy golden 
heard, and then alleged for liis excuse, * That it was a shame 
the son should hate a heard uhen his father Apollo had 
none’ This latter instance, indeed, seems something to 
favour a female professor, since (as I have been told) the an- 
cient statues of Apollo^are generally made with the head 
and face of a woman nay, I have been credibly informed by 
those who have seen them both, that the famous Apollo in 
the Belvidere did very much resemble Dr Young Let that 
be as it will, the Doctor was a kind of Amazon m physic, 
that made as great deiastations and slaughters as auv oi our 
chief heroes in the art, and was as fatal to the English in 
these our days, as the famous Joau d’Axe was m those of 
our forefathers 

“ I do not find anything remarkable in the life I am about 
to wnte. till the $ ear 1695, at which time the doctor, being 
about tu enty-tliree years old, was brought to bed of .t bastard 
child. The scandal of such a misfortune gave so great un- 
easiness to pretty Mrs. Peggy, (for that n as the name by 
which the doctor was then called,) that she left her family, 
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and followed her lover to London, with a fixed resolution, 
gome way or other, to recover her lost reputation : hut in- 
stead of changing her life, which one would have expected 
from so good a disposition of mmd, she took it in her head\ 
to change her sex This was soon done "by the help of a j 
sword and a pair of breeches I have reason to believe, that / 
her first design was to turn man-midwife, having herself had 
some experience in those affairs : but thinking this too nar- 
row a foundation for her future fortune, she at length bought 
her a gold-button coat, and set up for a physician. Thus 
we see the same fatal miscarriage m her youth made Mrs. 
Young a doctor, that formerly made one of the same sex 
a pope 

“ The doctor succeeded very well in his business at first, 
but very often met with accidents that disquieted him As 
he wanted that deep magisterial voice which gives authority 
to a prescription, and is absolutely necessary for the right 
pronouncing of those words, ‘Take these pills,’ he unfor- 
tunately got the nickname of ‘ The Squeaking Doctor ’ If 4 
this circumstance alarmed the doctor, there was another that 
gave him no small disquiet, and veiy much diminished his 
gams In short, he found himself run down as a superficial, 
prating quack, in all families that had at the head ot them a 
cautious father, or a jealous husband These would often 
complain among one another, that they did not like such a 
smock-faced physician, though m truth had they known 
how justly he deserved that name, they would rather have fa- 
voured his practice, than have apprehended anything from it 

“ Such were the motives that determined Mrs Young to 
change her condition, and take in marriage a virtuous young 
woman, who lived with her in good reputation and made her 
the father of a very pretty girl > But this part of her happi- 
ness u as soon after destroyed by a distemper which was too 
hard for our physician, and earned off his wife The doctor , 
had not been a widow long, before he married his second lady, 
with whom also he lived m very good understanding It 
so happened, that the doctor was with child at the same time 
that Ins lady was but the little ones coming both together, 
they parsed for twins The doctor having entirely estab- 
lished the reputation of his manhood, especially by the birth 
of the boy of whom he had been lately delivered, and who 
very much resembles him, grew into good business, and was 
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particularly famous for the cure of venereal distempers , but 
would have had much more practice among his own sex had 
not some of them been so unreasonable as to demand certain 
proofs of their cure, which the doctor was not able to gne 
them The florid, blooming loot, which gave the doctor some 
uneasiness at first instead of betraying his person onlv re- 
commended his physic Upon thi3 occasion 1 cannot forbear 
mentioning what I thought a very agreeable surprise in one 
of Moliere’s plays where a young woman applies herself to 
a sick person in the habit oi a quack, and speaks to her pa- 
tient. who was something scandalized at the youth of ms 
physician to the following purpose . — * I begun to practise 
m the reign of Francis L, and am now in the hundred and 
fiftieth year of my age- but, by the virtue of my medicaments, 
ha\e maintained myself in the same beauty and freshness I 
had at fifteen ’ For this reason, Hippocrates lays it down 
as a rule, that a student in physic should have a sound con- 
stitution, and a healthy look , which mdeed seem as neces- 
sary qualifications for a physician, as a good life and virtu- 
ous behaviour for a dime But to return to our subject 
About two years ago, the doctor was very much afflicted with 
the vapours, which grew upon him to such a degree, that 
about six weeks since they made an end of him His death 
discovered the disguise he had acted under, and brought him 
back agam to his former sex ’Tis said, that at his burial, 
the pall was held up by six women of some fashion The 
doctor left behind him a widow, and two fatherless children, 
if they may be called so besides the little boy before men- 
tioned In relation to whom we may say of the doctor, 
as the good old ballad about the ‘The Children m the 
"Wood* says of the unnatural uncle, that he was father and 
mother both m one These are all the circumstances that 
I could learn of Dr Young’s life, which might haie given 
occasion to many obscene fictions- but as I know those 
would never have gained a place in your paper, 1 have not 
troubled you with any impertinence of that nature ; having 
stuck to the truth very scrupulously, as I always do when 
I subscribe myself, 

“ Sir, Your,” Ac. 

I shall add. as a postscript to this letter, that I am informed, 
the famous Saltero, who sells coffee m his museum at Chelsea, 
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ias by Lira a curiosity which helped the doctor to carry oil 
his imposture, and trill give great satisfaction to the curious 
inquirer 
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Quasi tam mentis sume superbiam Hon 

From my own Apartment, September 25 

The whole creation preys upon itself, every living crea- 
ture is inhabited A flea has a thousand invisible insects 
that tease him as he jumps from place to place, and revenge 
our quarrels upon him A very ordinary microscope shows 
us that a louse is itself a very lousy creature. A whale, 
besides those seas and oceans in the several vessels of his 
body, which are filled with innumerable shoals of little ani- 
mals carries about it a whole world of inhabitants , insomuch 
that, if we believe the calculations some have made, there are J 
more living creatures which are too small for the naked eye 
to behold, about the leviathan, than there are of visible crea- 
tures upon the face of the whole earth Thus every nobler 
creature is, as it were, the basis and support of multitudes that 
are his inferiors 

This consideration very much comforts me, when I think 
on tho=e numberless vermin that feed upon this paper, and 
find their sustenance out of it , I mean the small wits and 
scribblers that e\ery day turn a penny by nibbling at my 
lucubrations This has been so advantageous to this -ittle 
species of writers, that, if they do me justice, I may expect 
to ha\ e my statue erected in Grub Street, as being a common 
benefactor to that quarter. 

Tliev say, when a fox is very much troubled with fleas, ho 
goes mlo the next pool with a little lock of wool in his mouth, 
and keeps his body under water till the vermin get into it, 
alter which he quits the wool, and diving, leaies his tor- 
mentors to shift for themselies and get their livelihood 
w here they can I would hat e these gentlemen take care 
tint I do not serve them after the same manner for though 
1 ha\ e hitherto kept my temper pretty well, it is not impor- 
table but I may some tune or other disappear: and what will 
then become of them ? Should I lay down my paper, what a 
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"famine -would there be anions' the hawkers, printers, book* 
sellers, and authors f It would be like Dr. B — s’s dropping 
Ins cloak, with the whole congregation hanging upon the 
skirts of it To enumerate some of these my doughty anta- 
gonists. I was threatened to be answered weekly Tit for 
Tat : I was unde rmin ed by the 'Whisperer, haunted by Tom 
Brown’s Grhost scolded at by a remote Tatler. and slandered 
hr another of the same character, under the title of Atalan- 
tis I hare been annotated, retattled, examined, and con- 


-A. 


doled : but, it being my standing maxim never to speak ill 
of the dead, I shall let these authors rest in peace, and take 
^reat pleasure in thinking that I have sometimes been the 
i eans of their getting a belly-full When I see myself thus 
surrounded by such formidable enemies, I often think of the 
Knight of the Bed Gross in Spencer’s Den of Error, who, 
atier he has cut off the dragon’s head, and left it wallowing 
in a flood of ink, sees a thousand monstrous reptiles making 
tterr attempts upon him. one with many heads, another with 
in ne, and all of them without eyes 

* The same so sore annoyed has the knight. 

That well nigh choked with the deadly stink. 

His forces fail, he can no longer fight; 

Whose courane when the fiend perceived to shrink. 

She poured forth out of her hellish sink 
Her fruitful cursed spawn of serpents small. 

Deformed monsters, fonl, and black as ink ; 

Which swannme all about his legs did crawl. 

And him encombred sore, but could not hurt at all. 


“ As gentle shepherd m sweet even-tide. 

When ruddy Phffibus gins to welh m west. 

High on an hill, his flock to viewen wide, 

Marks which do bite their hasty supper best : 

A cloud of combrous gnats do him molest. 

All striving to infix their feeble stings. 

That from their noyance he nowhere can rest ; 

But with his clownish hands their tender wings 
He brusheth oft and oft doth mar their murmunngs.” 

If ever I should want such a fry of little authors to attend 
me. I shall think my paper in a very decaying condition 
They are like ivy about an oak, which adorns* the tree at the 
same time that it eats into it , or like a great man’s equi- 
page that do honour to the person on whom they feed. For 
my I art. when I see myself thus attacked, I do not consider 
my antagonists as malicious, but hungry, and therefore am 
resob ed never to take any notice of them. 
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As for those who detract from my labours without being 
prompted to it br an empty stomach, m return to their cen- 
sures I shall take pams to excel, and never fail to persuade 
myself, that their enmity is nothing but their envy or ignore 
ance 

Give me lea's e to conclude, like an old man and a moralist, 
with a fable. 

The owls, bats, and several other birds of night, were 
one day got together in a thick shade, where they abused 
their neighbours in a very sociable manner This satire at 
last fell upon the sun, whom they all agreed to be very 
troublesome, impertinent, and inquisitive Upon which the 
sun. vho o\ erheard them, spoke to them after this manner : 
“ Gentlemen, I wonder how you dare abuse one that you 
know could in an instant scorch you up, and bum every 
mothei ’& son of you ■ but the only answer I shall give you, 
or the reienge I shall take of you, is, to shine on ” 
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— Mecum certasse feretur Ovid 
From my own Apartment, October 18 

It is ridiculous for any man to criticise on the works of 
another, who has not distinguished himself by his own per- 
formances A ]udge would make but an indifferent figure 
who had never been known at the bar. Cicero was reputed 
the gieatest orator of his age and country before he wrote a 
book De Oratore , and Horace the greatest poet before he 
published his Art of Poetry. The observation arises na- 
turally in any one who casts his eye upon this last-mentioned 
author, where he will find the criticisms placed in the latter 
end of his book, that is, after the finest odes and satires m 
the Latin tongue 

A modern, whose name I shall not mention, because I would 
not make a silly paper sell, was bom a cntie and an examiner 
and like one of the race of the serpent’s teeth, came into the 
world with a sword in his hand His works put me in mind 
of the story that is told of a German monk, who was taking e, 
catalogue of a friend’s library, and meeting with a Hebrew 
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book hi it, entered it under the title of, “ A book that has 
the begunng where the end should be ” This author, in the 
last of* Ins crudities, has amassed together a heap of quota- 
tions, to proie that Horace and Tirgd were both of them 
■‘modester men than myself^ and if Ins works were to In e as 
long as mine, they might possibly give posterity a notion 
that Isaac Bickerstafie was a very conceited old iellow, and 
a3 vam a man as either Tully or Sir Francis Bacon Had 
this serious writer fallen upou me only, I could ha\e o\ er- 
looked it, but to see Cicero abused, is, I must confess, what 
I cannot bear The censure he passes upon this great man 
runs thus: “The itch of being very abusne, is almost in- 
separable from lain-glory Tully has these two faults m so 
high a degree, that nothing but his being the best w riter in 
the world can make amends for them ” The scurrilous 


wretch goes on to say I am as bad as Tully. His words are 
these “ And j et the Tatler, in Ins paper of September 26, 
has outdone him in both He speaks of himselt with more 
k arrogance, and with more insolence of others ” I am afraid, 
"* by his discourse this gentleman has no more read Plutarch 
than he has Tully If he had, he would have obsen ed a 
passage m that historian, wherein he has with great delicacy 
distinguished between two passions which are usualh com- 
plicated m human nature, and which an ordinary wmter 
would not liai e thought of separating Not ha\ mg my Greek 
spectacles by me, I shall quote the passage word for word as 
I find it translated to my hand. “ Nevertheless, though he 
was intemperately fond of his own praise, yet he was "very 
free from envying others, and most liberally profuse m com- 
mending both the ancients and his contemporaries as is to 
be understood by his writings , and many of those sayings 
are stall recorded, as that concerning Aristotle, ‘That he 
v as a river of flowing gold ’ Of Plato’s dialogue ‘ Tli.it 
^ if Jupiter weie to speak, he would discourse as he did.’ 
Theophrastus he was wont to call his peculiar delight, and 
being asked which of Demosthenes lus orations he liked best? 
He answered, ‘ The longest * 

* And as for eminent men of lus own time, either for elo- 
quence or philosophy, there was not one of them whom he 
did not, by writing or speaking fin ourably of, render more 
illustrious ” 


Thus the cntic tells us, that Cicero was exeessh ely vain* 
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glorious and abusive ; Plutarch, that be -was va n, but not 
abusive. Let the reader believe ■which of them he pleases 

After this he complains to the world that X call him 
names ; and that in my passion I said, “ He was a flea, 
louse, an owl, a bat, a small wit, a scribbler, and a niblfler 
"When he has thus bespoken his reader’s pit}*, he falls into / 
that admirable vein of mirth, which I shall set down at 
length, it bemg an exquisite piece of raillery, and written ^ 
in great gaiety of heart “ After this list of names, (vi/. 
flea, louse, owl, bat, &c ,) I was surprised to hear him say, 
that he has hitherto kept his temper pretty well , I wonder 
how he will wnte when he has lost his temper ? I suppose, 
as he now is very angry and unmannerly, he will then be ex* 
ccedingly courteous and good-humoured ” If I can outlive 
this raillery, I shall be able to bear anything 

There is a method of criticism made use of by this author, 
(for I shall take care how I call him a scribbler again,) which 
may turn into ndicule any work that was ever written, 
wh*erein there is a variety of thoughts . this the reader will , 
observe m the following words ; “ He (meaning me) is so * 
intent upon being something extraordinary, that he scarce 
knows what he would be , and is as fruitful m his similes as 
a brother of his whom I lately took notice of In the com- 
pass of a few lines he compares himself to a fox, to Daniel 
Burgess, to the Knight of the Bed Cross, to an oak with ivy 
about it and to a great man with an equipage.” I think 
myself as much honoured by being joined in this part of his 
paper with the gentleman 1 whom lie here calls my brother, 
as I am in the beginning of it, by being mentioned with 
Horace and Yirgil 

It is very hard that a man cannot publish ten papers with- 
out stealing from himself , but to show you that this is only 
a knack of writing, and that the author is got into a certain 
road of criticism, I shall set down his remarks on the works i 
of the gentleman whom he here glances upon, as they stand * 
on lus 6th paper, and desire the reader to compare them with 
the foregoing passage upon mme. 

“ In thirty lines his patron is a river, the Prvmutn Mobile, 
a Pilot, a Victim, the Sun, Anything, and Kothing He 
bestows increase, conceals his source, makes the machine 
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move, teaches to steer, expiates our offences, raises vapours, 
and looks larger as lie sets ” 1 

"What poem can he safe from this sort of criticism ? I 
t hink I was never in my life so much offended as at a wag 

< whom I once met with m a coffee-house : he had m his hand 
one of the miscellanies, and was reading the following short 
copy of verses, which, without flattery to the author, 2 is (I 
think) as beautiful in its kind as any one in the English 
tongue 

Flam the least and slightest toy. 

Can with resistless art employ 
This fan in meaner hands would prove 
An engine of small force m love ; 

But she with such an air and mien, 

Not to he told, or safely seen. 

Directs its wanton motions so. 

That it wounds more than Cupid’s how 
Gives coolness to the matchless dame, 

To every other breast a flame 

"When this coxcomb had done reading them, “Heyday! 
(says he,) what instrument is this that Flam employs in 
* such a manner as is not to he told, or safely seen ? In ten 
lines it is a toy, a Cupid’s how, a fan, and an engine m lot e 
It has wanton motions, it wounds, it cools, and inflames ” 
Such criticisms make a man of sense sick, and a fool merry 
The next paragraph of the paper we are talking of, falls 
upon somebody whom I am at a loss to guess at : but I find 
the whole invective turns upon a man who (it seems) has 
been imprisoned for debt 'Whoever he was, I most heartily 
. pity him ; hut at the same time must put the Examiner m 
mind, that notwithstanding he is a cntic, he still ought to 
remember he is a Christian Poverty was never thought a 
proper subject for ridicule ; and I do not remember that I 
ever met with a satire upon a beggar 
As for those little retortmgs of my own expressions, of 
^being dull by design, witty m October, shining, excelling, 
and so forth they are the common cavils of every witling, 
who has no other method of showing his parts, but by little 
variations and repetitions of the man’s words whom he 
attacks 

But the truth of it is, the paper before me, not only in 
this particular, hut in its very essence, is like Ovid’s echo : 

1 Dr Garth’s verses to my Lord Treasurer 
1 The author ] Dr. Atterhnry. 

X 


vox. n. 
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Quae nec reticerc loquenti, 

Nec pnor ipsa loqui didicit 

I should not have deserved the character of a censor, had 
I not animadverted upon the above-mentioned author by 
gentle chastisement . but I know my reader will not pardon 
me, unless I declare, that nothing of this nature for the fu 
ture (unless it he written with some wit) shall divert me 
from my care of the public 1 


.u 
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Ad populum phaleras — Pans. 


From my own Apartment, October 20. 


I no not remember that in any of my lucubrations I have 
touched upon that useful science of physic, notwithstanding 
I have declared myself more than once a professor of it I 
have indeed joined the study of astrology with it, because IA. 
never knew a physician recommend himself to the public 
who had not a sister art to embellish his knowledge in me- 
dicine It has been commonly observed in compliment to 
the ingenious of our profession, that Apollo was god of verse 
as well as physic ; and in all ages the most celebrated prac- 
titioners ot our country were 2 the particular favourites of 
the muses Poetry to physic is indeed like the gilding to a 
pill , it makes the art shine, and covers the seventy of the 
doctor with the agreeableness of the companion 
The very foundation of poetry is good sense, if we may 
allow Horace to be a judge of the art. 


Scnbendi rectc sapere e«t, et pnncipmm, et ferns 


And if so, we have reason to believe, that the same man 
who writes well can prescribe well, if he has applied him- 


, 1 The caustic severitj of this, and the preceding paper, is the more ' 

’ felt for being contejed in all the soilness of good-humour — To possess 
extraordinary talents for personal ridicule, and to be shy of appearing 
in this dazzling character, is, I think, a praise peculiar to Virgil, and Mr 
Addison It is but from two or three Imes in the Roman poet, and from 
two or three occasional papers, in the large and miscellaneous works of 
our author, that either is known to have been the keenest saijast of lus 
tune ; Horace and Swift not excepted. 

* Were ] Rather “ have been ” 
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self to the study of both Besides, when ire see a man 
making profession of two different sciences it is natural for 
us to believe he is no pretender in that which we arc not 
iiidges of when 1 we find him skilful m that which we un- 
derstancL 

v . Ordinary quacks and charlatans are thoroughly sensible 
how necessary it is to support themselies by these collateral 
assistances, and therefore always lay their claim to some su- 
pernumerary accomplishments which are wholly foreign to 
their profession 

About twenty years ago, it was impossible to walk the 
streets without having an advertisement thrust into join 
hand, of a doctor “ who was arrived at the knowledge of the 
green and red dragon, and had discovered the female fern 
seed ” Nobody ever knew what this meant , but the green 
and red dragon so amused the people, that the doctor lived 
very comfortably upon them About the same time there 
was pasted a very hard word upon every comer of the streets 
This, to the best of my remembrance, was 

TETKACHXMAGOGOX, 

which drew great shoals of spectators about it, who read the 
bill that it introduced with unspeakable curiosity , and when 
they were sick, would have nobody but this learned man for 
their physician 

I once received an advertisement of one “ who had studied 
thirty years by candle-light for the good of his countrymen ’ 
He might have studied twice as long by day-light, and’ net or 
have been taken notice of : but elucubrations cannot be over- 
valued There are some who have gained themselves great 
reputation for physic by their birth, as the “ seventh son of 
a seventh son;” and others by not being bom at all. 
as the “unborn doctor,” who, I hear, is lately cone the wav 
Jj0f his patients having died worth five hundred pounds per 
annum, though he was not “bom” to a halfpenny 

Hy ingenious friend Dr Saffold succeeded mv old con- 
temporary Dr Lilly in the studies both of physic and asti o- 
logy, to which he added that of poetry as was to be ■seen 
both upon the sign where he lived, and m the bills which ho 
distributed He was succeeded by Doctor Case, who erased 

1 TThen ] To atoid an ungraceful repetition, he should have sun — “ tf 
we find.” 
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the verse3 of his predecessor out of the sign-post, and 'sub- 
stituted m their stead two of his ow n, which were as follow : 

"Withm this Place 

Lives Doctor Case -v _ 

He is said to have got more by this distich than Mr'fc; 
Dryden did by all his worts There would be no end of' 
enumerating the several imaginary perfections and unac- 
countable artifices by which this tribe of men insnare the 
minds of the vulgar, and gam crowds of admirers. I have 
seen the whole front of a mountebank’s stage from one end 
to the other faced with patents, certificates, medals, and 


great seals, by which the several princes of Europe have 
testified their -particular respect ana esteem for the doctor. 


testified their particular respect ana esteem for the doctor. 
Every great man with a sounding title has been his patient 
I believe I have seen twenty mountebanks that have given 
physic to the Czar of Muscovy. The Great Duke of Tuscany 
escapes no better The Elector of Brandenburg was like- 
wise a very good patient 

This great condescension of the doctor draws upon him J 
much good-will from his audience ; and it is ten to one, but"' 7 
if any of them be troubled with an aching tooth, his am- 
bition will prompt him to get it drawn by a person who 
has had so many princes, kings, and emperors under his 
hands 


I must not leave this subject without observing, that as 
physicians are apt to deal in poetry, apothecaries endeavour 
to recommend themselves by oratory, and are therefore, 
without controversy, the most eloquent persons in the 
vliole British nation. I would not willingly discourage any , 
if the arts, especially that of which I am an humble pro- 
fessor , but I must confess, for the good of my native country, 

I could wish there might be a suspension of physic for some 
years, that our kingdom, which has been so much exhausted 
by the wars, might have leave to recruit itself. 

As for myseli, the only physic which has brought me safe 
to almost the age of man, and which I prescribe to all my 
friends, is abstinence This is certainly the best physic for 
prevention, and very often the most effectual against the 
present distemper In short, my recipe is, ** Take no thing .” 

"Were the body politic to be physicked like particular 
persons, I should venture to prescribe to it after the same 
manner I remember when our whole island was shaken 


lib 243. 


THX TATtElt 


1S1 


■witt an earthquake some years ago, there was an impudent 
mountebank who sold pills, which (as he told the country 
people) were very good against an earthquake It may per- 
haps he thought as absurd to prescribe a diet for the allaying 
^popular commotions and national ferments But I am verily 
■persuaded, that if in such a case a whole people were to en- 
ter into a course of abstinence and eat notlnng but water- 
gruel for a fortnight, it would abate the rage and ani- 
mosity of parties, and not a little contribute to the cure of a 
distracted nation." Such a fast would have a natural tendency 
to the procuring of those ends for which a fast is usually 
proclaimed. If any man has a mind to enter on such a 
voluntary abstinence, it might not be improper to give him 
the caution of Pythagoras m particular : 

Abstico a fab is 
“ Abstam from beans." 

That is, say the interpreters, meddle not with elections : 
beans having been made use of by the voters among the 
Athenians m the, choice of magistrates 
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Infert se sepbs nebula, mirabile dictu 

Per medios, nuscetque Tins, neque cenntur ulh Vino 

From my oicn Apartment, October 27. 

I hate somewhere made mention of Gyges’s nng, and in- 
timated to my Teader. that it was at present in my possession, 
though I have not since made any use of it The tradition 
concerning this ring is very romantic, and taken notice of 
iboth by Plato and Tully, who each of them make an ad- 
^mirable use of it for the advancement of morality. This 
Gyges was the master shepherd to King Candaules As he 
was wandering over the plains of Lydia, he saw a great chasm 
in the earth, and had the curiosity to enter it After having 
descended pretty far mto it, he found the statue of an horse 
in brass, with doors in the sides of it Upon opening of 
them, he found the body of a dead man. bigger than ordinary, 
with a nng upon his finger, which he took off, and put it 
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upon his own The virtues of it were much greater than he 
at first imagined , for upon his going into the assembly of 
Ehepherds, he observed, that he was invisible when he turned 
the stone of the ring within the palm of his hand, and visible 
when he turned it towards' his company Had Plato andV 
Cicero been as well versed in the occult sciences as I am/ 
they would have found a great deal of mystic learning in 
this tradition • but it is impossible for an adept to be under- 
stood by one who is not an adept. 

As for myself, I have, with much study and application, 
arrived at this great secret of making myself invisible, and 
by that means conveying myself where I please , or to speak 
in Kosycrucian lore I have entered into the clefts of the 
earth, discovered the brazen horse, and robbed the dead 
giant of his ring The tradition says further of Gyges, that 
by the means of this ring he gamed admission into the most 
retired parts of the court, and made such use of those oppor- 
tunities, that he at length became king of Lydia Tor my 
own part, I, who have always rather endeavoured to improve < 
my mmd than my fortune, have turned this nng to no others 
advantage than to get a thorough insight into the ways of 
men, and to make such observations upon the errors of others, 
as may be useful to the public, "whatever effect they may 
have upon myself 

About a week ago, not being able to sleep, I got up and 
put on my magical ring, and with a thought transported 
myself into a chamber where I saw a light I found it in- 
habited by a celebrated beauty, though she is of that species 
of women which we call a slattern Her head-dress and one 
of her shoes lay upon a chair, her petticoat in one comer of 
the room, and her girdle, that had a copy of verses made 
upon it but the day before, with her thread stockings, in the 
middle of the floor I was so foolishly officious, that I could 
not forbear gathering up her clothes together to lay them ( 
upon the chair that stood by her bed-side, when, to my great* 
surprise, after a little muttering, she cned out, “ ‘What do 
you do ? Let my petticoat alone ” I was startled at first, 
but soon found that she w as in a dream ; being one of those 
who (to use Shakspeare’s expression) are ‘*so loose of 
thought,” that they utter in their sleep everything that 
passes in their imagination 1 left the apartment of this 
lema^e rake, and went into her neighbour’s, where there lay 
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a male coquet He had a bottle of salts hanging over his 
head, and upon the table, by his bed-side. Suckling’s poems, 
•with a little heap of black patches on it His snuff-box was 
.within reach on a chair - but while I was admiring the dis- 
_j ( position which he made of the several parts of his dress, his 
slumber seemed interrupted by a pang, that was accompanied 
by a sudden oath as he turned himself oi er hastily in his 
bed I did not care for seeing him in his nocturnal pains, 
and left the room 

I was no sooner got into another bed-chamber, but I 
heard very harsh words uttered in a smooth, umfoim tone 
I was amazed to hear so great a volubility m reproach, and 
thought it too -coherent to be spoken by one asleep , but 
upon looking nearer, I saw the head-dress of the person who 
spoke, which showed her to be a female with a man lying by 
her side broad awake, and as quiet as a lamb I could not 
but admire his exemplary patience, and discovered bv his 
whole behaviour, that he was then lying under the discipline 
of a curtain-lecture 

* I was entertained in many other places with this kind of 
nocturnal eloquence, but observed, that most of those whom 
I found awake, were kept so either by envy or bv love 
Some of these were sighing and others cursing, m soliloquy ; 
some hugged their pillows, and others gnashed their teeth 

The covetous I likewise found to be a very wakeful 
people I happened to come into a room where one of them 
lay sick His physician and Ins wife were in close vlnspcr 
near his bed-side. I overheard the doctor say to the gentle- 
woman, ' He cannot possibly live till five in the morning ” 
She received it like the mistress of a family prepared for all 
events At the same instant came m a servant maid, who 
said, “ IMadam, the undertaker is below according to your 
order ” The words were scarce out of her mouth, when the 
sick man cned out with a feeble voice, “ Prav, doctor, how 
went bank-stock to-day at ’Change 9 ” Tins melancholy 
object made me too serious for ch\ erting my=elf further tin 1 ! 
way : but as I was going home, I saw a light in a garret and 
entering into it, heard a voice crying * And. hand, stand, b md, 
fann’d, tann’d ” I concluded him by this, and the furniture 
of Ins room, to be a lunatic ; but upon listening a little 
longer, perceived it was a poet, writing an heroic upon the 
ensuing peace 
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It -was now towards morning, an lour when spirits, witches, 
and con]urors are obliged to retire to their own apartments ; 
and feeling the influence of it, I was hastening home, when 
I saw a man had got half way into a neighbour’s house. L. 
immediately called to him, and, turning my ring, appeared in V, 
my proper person. There is something magisterial in the as -J 
pect of the Bickerstafies, which made him run away in con- 
tusion 

As I took a turn or two in my own lodging, I was thinking, 
that, old as I was, I need not go to bed alone, but that it was , 
in my power to marry the finest lady in this kingdom, if I 
would ued her with this ring. Por what a figure would she 
that should have it make at a visit, with so perfect a know- 
ledge as this would give her of all the scandal in the town ? 

But instead of endeavouring to dispose of myself and it in 
matrimony, I resolved to lend it to my loving friend the author 
of the Atalantis, to furnish a new Secret History of Secret 
Memoirs. 

— - \ 

A 

No 249. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1710. 


Per varios casus, per tot discmnma rerum, 

Tendimus Virg. ' 

From my own Apartment, November 10. 

I was last night visited by a friend 1 of mine, who has an 
inexhaustible fund of discourse, and never fails to entertain 
his company with a variety of thoughts and hints that are 
altogether new and uncommon whether it were in com- 
plaisance to my way of living, or his real opinion, he advanced 
the following paradox, “That it required much greater talents 
to fill up and become a retired life, than a life of business ” 
"Upon this occasion he rallied very agreeably the busy men of , 
the age, who only valued themselves for being in motion, and A- 
passing through a series of trifling and insignificant actions. 

In the heat of his discourse, seeing a piece of money lying on 
my table, I defy (says he) any of these active persons to 

1 Swift See his Letters to Mrs. Johnson. Letter X. Nov. 25, 1710, 
p. 115 — Swift then im ented the subject : but it is not so much the inven- 
tion of a storj.as the manner of telling it, that constitutes the merit of 
these papers. 
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produce half the adventures that this twelvepenny piece has 
Been engaged ugwere it possible for him to give* us an ac- 
count of his life.” 

, Mv friend’s talk made so odd an impression upon my 
./mind, that soon after I was a-hed I fell insensibly into a most 
\ unaccountable revene, that had neither moral nor design in 
it, and cannot be so properly called a dream as a dehnum 

Methoughts the shilling that lay upon the table reared it- 
self upon its edge, and tinning the face towards me, opened 
its mouth, and in a soft silver sound, gave me the following 
account of his life and adventures : 

“I was bom (says he) on the side of a mountain, near a 
little village of Peru, and made a voyage to England in an 
ingot, under the convoy of Sir Francis Drake I was, soon 
after my arrival, taken out of my Indian habit, refined, na- 
turalized, and put into the British mode, with the face of 
Queen Elizabeth on one side, and the arms of the country 
* on the other. Being thus equipped. I found in me a won- 
derful inclination to ramble, and visit all parts of the new 
-4 world into which I was brought The people veiy much 
favoured my natural disposition, and shifted me so fast from 
hand to hand, that before I was five years old. I had travelled 
into almost every comer of the nation But in the beginning 
of my sixth year, to my unspeakable grief, I fell into the 
hands of a miserable old fellow, who clapped me into an iron 
chest, where I found five hundred more of my own quality 
who lay under the same confinement The only relief we 
had, was to be taken out and counted over m the fresh 
air every morning and evening. After an imprisonment of 
several years, we heard somebody knocking at our chest, and 
breaking it open with a hammer This we found was tho 
old man’s heir, who. as his father lay a dying, was so good as 
to come to our release: he separated us that very day 
"What was the fate of my companions I know not : as for 
M myself, I was sent to the apothecary’s shop for a pmt of sock - 
The apothecary gave me to an herb-woman, the herb-woman 
to a butcher, the butcher to a brewer, and the brewer to Ins 
wife, who made a present of me to a nonconformist preacher. 
After this manner I made my way memlythrough the world , 
for, as I told you before, we shillings love nothing so much 
as travelling I sometimes fetched in a shoulder of mutton, 
sometimes a play-book, and often had the satisfaction to treat 
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a Templar at a twelvepenny ordinary, or cany him, -with three 
friends. to 'WestminstejJEiaU „ " <• t •' 

“ in the midst of tins pleasant progress -which I made from 
place to place, I -was arrested by a superstitious old woman, 
-who shut me up in a greasy purse, in pursuance of a foolish V. 
saying. “That while she kept a Queen Elizabeth’s s hillin g/ 
about her, she should never be without money.” I continued 
here a close prisoner for many months, till at last I was ex- 
changed for eight and forty farthings. 

“ I thus rambled from pocket to pocket till the beginning 
of the civil wars, when, to my shame be it spoken, I was 
employed in raising soldiers against the king: for being of 
a very tempting breadth, a sergeant made use of me to in- 
veigle country tellows, and list them in the service of the 
parliament 

“ As soon as he had made one man sure, his way was to 
oblige him to take a shilling of a more homely figure, and 
then practise the same trick upon another Thus I con- 
tinued doing great mischief to the crown, till my officer, , 
chancing one morning to walk abroad earlier than ordinary, * 
sacrificed me to lus pleasures, and made use of me to seduce 
a milk-maid This wench bent me, and gave me to her 
sweetheart, applying more properly than she intended the 
usual form of, “To my love and from my love.” This un- 
generous gallant marrying her within a few days after, 
pawned me for a dram of brandy, and drinking me out next 
day, I was beaten flat with a hammer, and again set a running. 

“ After many adventures, which it would be tedious to re- 
late, I was sent to a young spendthrift, in company with the 
will of his deceased father. The young fellow, who I found 
was very extravagant, gave great demonstrations of joy at 
the receiving of the will : but opening it, he found himself 
disinherited and cut off from the possession of a fair estate, 
by virtue of my bemg made a present to him. This put him j 
into such a passion, that after having taken me in his hand, 
and cursed me, he squirred me away from him as far as he 
could fling me. I chanced to light in an unfrequented place 
under a dead wall, where I lay undiscovered and useless, 
during the usurpation of Oliver Cromwell 

“About a year after the kmg’s return, a poor cavalier that 
was walking there about dinner-time, fortunately cast lus 
eye upon me, and, to tbe great joy of us both, earned me to 
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a coot’s stop, where lie dined upon me. and drank the king's 
health "When I came again mto the -world, I found that I 
had keen happier m my retirement than I thought having 
.probably, by that means, escaped we aring a monstrous pair 
of breeches 1 

“ Being now of great credit and antiquity, I was rather 
looked npon as a medal than an ordinary com , for which 
reason a gamester laid hold of me, and converted me to a 
counter having got together some dozens of us for that use 
"We led a melancholy life in his possession, being busy at 
those hours wherein current com is at rest, and partaking * 
the fate of our master, being in a few moments valued at a 
crown, a pound, or a sixpence, according to the situation m 
which the fortune of the cards placed us I had at length 
the good luck to see my master break by winch means I 
was again sent abroad under my primitive denomination of 
a shilling 

“ I shall pass over many other accidents of less moment, 
and hasten to that fatal catastrophe, when I fell into the 
hands of an artist, who conveyed me under ground, and with 
an unmerciful pair of shears* cut off my titles, chpped my 
hrims, retrenched my shape, rubbed me to my nimost ring, 
and. in short, so spoded and pillaged me that he did not 
leave me worth a groat Ton may think what a confusion 
I was m, to see myself thus curtailed and disfigured I 
should have been ashamed to have shown 2 my head, had not 
all my old acquaintance been reduced to the same shameful 
figure, excepting some few that were punched through the 
belly In the midst of tins general calamity, when every- 
body thought our misfortune irretrievable, and our case des- 
perate we were thrown into the furnace together, and (as it 
often happens with cities rising out of a fire) appeared 
with greater beauty and lustre than we could ever hoist of 
before "What has happened to mo since this change of sex 
which you now see, I shall take some other opportunity to 
relate In the mean tune. I shall only repeat two adven- 
tures, as being very extraordinary, and neither of them hav- 
ing ever happened to me above once in my life The firct 

* Fair of breeches ] A conceit of tlie people, from the disposition of 
the arms of England and Ireland, in the commonwealth com 
- To hare shmer ] It should be, to shots, the onlj inaccuracj, how* 
ever, in this delicious paper. 



188 


ADDISON’S WOEKS. 


was, my being in a poet’s pocket, who was so taken with the 
brightness and novelty of my appearance, that it gave occa- 
sion to the finest burlesque poem in the British language, 
entitled from me, ‘ The Splendid Shilling.’ 1 The second ad- 
venture, which I must not omit, happened to me m the year 
1703, when X was given away in charity to a blind man ; but, 
indeed this was by a mistake, the person who gave me having 
heedlessly thrown me into the hat among a pennyworth of 
farthings ” 


No. 250. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1710. 


Scis etemm jus turn gemma suspendere lance 
Ancipitis librae. — Pees. 

From my own Apartment, November 13. 

I last winter erected a court of justice for the correcting t 
of several enormities in dress and behaviour, which are not -f 
cognizable m any other courts of this realm. The vintner’s 
case, which I there tned, is still fresh in every man’s memory. 
That of the petticoat gave also a general satisfaction, not to 
mention the more important pomts of the cane and per- 
spective ; m which, if I did not give judgments and decrees 
according to the strictest rules of equity and justice, I can 
safely say, I acted according to the best of my understanding. 
But as for the proceedings of that court, I shall refer my 
reader to an account of them, written by my secretary, which 
is now m the press, and will shortly be published under the 
title of “ Lillie’s Reports ” 

As I last year presided over a court of justice, it is my 
intention this year to set myself at the head of a Court of 
Honour. There is no court of this nature anywhere at pre- j 
sent, except in Erance, where, according to the best of my * 
intelligence, it consists of such only as are Marshals of that 
kingdom. I am likewise informed, that there is not one of 
that honourable board at present who has not been driven 
out of the field by the Duke of Marlborough : but whether 
this be only an accidental, or a necessary qualification, I 
must confess I am not able to 'determine. 

1 By Mr. John Phillips. ) "*•’ “ ^ 
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As for the Court of Honour of which I am here speaking, 
I intend to sit myself in it as president, with several men 
of honour on my right hand, and women of virtue on my 
yleft, as my assistants The first place of the bench I have 
{ given to an old Tangereen captain with a wooden leg The 
' second is a gentleman of a long twisted periwig without a 
curl in it, a muff with very little hair upon it, and a thread- 
bare coat with new buttons, being a person of great worth, 
and second brother to a man ot quality. The third is a 
gentleman usher, extremely well read m romances, and 
grandson to one of the greatest wits in Germany, who was 
some tune master of the ceremonies to the Duke of "Wol- 
fembuttel 

. Ab for those who sit further on my right hand, as it is 
usual in pubhc courts, they are such as will fill up the num- 
ber of faces upon the bench, and serve rather for ornament 
than use 

The chief upon my left hand are, an old maiden Lady, 
, that preserves some "of the best blood of England in her 
* veins 

A 'Welsh woman of a little stature, but high spirit 
An old prude that has censured every marriage for these 
thirty years, and is lately wedded to a young rake 
Having thus furnished my bench, 1 shall establish cor- 
respondencies with the Horse-guards, and the veterans of 
Chelsea College; the former to furnish me with twelve men 
of honour, as often as I shall have occasion for a grand jury, 
and the latter with as many good men and true tor a petty 
jury 

As for the women of virtue, it will not be difficult for me 
to find them about midnight at crimp and basset 
Having given this public notice of my court, I must fur- 
ther add, that I intend to open it on this day se\ en-night, 
^ being Monday the twentieth instant ; and do hereby invite 
all such as have suffered injuries and affronts, that are not 
to be redressed by the common laws of this land, whether 
they be short bows, cold salutations, supercilious looks, un- 
retumed smiles, distant behaviour, or forced familiarity ; as 
also all such as have been aggrieved by any ambiguous ex- 
pression, accidental justle, or unkind repartee , likewise all 
such as have been defrauded of their nght to the wall, 
tricked out of the upper end of the table, or have been suf- 
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fered to place themselves in their own -wrong on the hack* 
seat of tne coach * these, and all of these, I do, as is above- 
said, invite to bring in their several cases and complaints, in 
-which they shall be relieved with all imaginable expedition. s 
I am very sensible, that the office I have now taken npon 1.. 
me will engage me in the disquisition of many weighty/ 
points that daily perplex the youth of the British nation, 
and therefore I have already discussed several of them for 
my future use ; as, How far a man may brandish his cane in 
the telling a story, without insulting his hearer? "What 
degree of contradiction amounts to the lie ? How a man 
should resent another’s staring and cocking a hat in his 
face ? If asking pardon is an atonement for treading upon 
one’s toes ? Whether a man may put up a box on the ear 
received from a stranger in the dark ? Or, whether a man of 
honour may take a blow of his wife? with several other 
subtilties of the like nature 

For my direction in the duties of my office, I have furn- 
ished myself with a certain astrological pair of scales s 
which I have contrived for this purpose In one of them 'T 
I lay the injuries, m the other the reparations The first 
are represented by little weights made of a metal resembling 
iron, and the other in gold These are not only lighter than 
the weights made use of in Avoirdupois, but also than such 
as are used in Troy weight The heaviest of -those that re- 

S resent the injuries, amount to but a scruple ; and decrease 
yso many sub-divisions, that there are several imperceptible 
weights which cannot be seen without the help of a very 
fine microscope. I might acquaint my reader, that these 
scales were made under the influence of the sun when he 
was in Libra, and describe many signatures on the weights 
both of injury and reparation : but as this would look rather 
to proceed from an ostentation of my own art t han any care 
for the public, I shall pass it over m silence. J 
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Iso 253 TUESDAY, HOYEMBEB. 21, 1710. 




\ 


Pietate gravem ac mentis si forte nrum quem 
Coaspexere, silent, airectisque anribtts astant. Vjrg 

From my oxen Apartment JSbvembcr 20. 

Extract of tlie Journal of the Court of Honour, 1710 

Duse Lunce vicesimo Kozemhrxs, hora nona antemcndiand. 


The court "being sat an oath prepared by the Censor was 
administered to the assistants on his right hand, U ho were 
all sworn upon their honour The women on his lelt hand 
took the same oath upon their reputation Twelve gentlemen 
of the Horse-guards were impanelled, having unanimously 
chosen Mr. Alexander Truncheon, who is their right-hand 
man in the troop, for their foreman in the jury Mr. Truncheon 
immediately drew his sword, and holding it with the point 
towards his own body, presented it to the Censor Sir. 

* Bickerstaffe received it and after having surveyed the breadth 
of the blade, and the sharpness of the point, with more than 
ordinary attention returned it to the foreman m a very 
graceful manner The rest of the jury, upon the deln ery of 
the sword to their foreman, drew all of them together as one 
man, and saluted the bench with such an air, as signified 
the most resigned submission to those who commanded them, 
and the greatest magnanimity to execute what they should 
command 

Mi Bickerstaffe. after having received the compliments 
on his right hand, cast his eye upon the left where the whole 
female jury paid their respects by a low curtsey, and b\ lay- 
ing their hands upon their mouths Their fore-woman was a 

E rofessed Flatomst that had spent much of her time m ex- 
orting the sex to set a just value upon their per«ous, and 
to make the men know themselves 

There followed a profound silence when at length, after 
some recollection, the Censor, who continued hitherto un- 
covered, put on his hat with great dignity ; and after having 
composed the brims of it in a manner suitable to the gravity 
of his character, he gave the following charge, which v, as re- 
ceived with sdence and attention, that being the only ap- 
plause which he admits o£ or is ever given in his presence 
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“ The nature of my office, and the solemnity of this oc- 
casion, requiring that I should open my first session with a 
speech, I shall cast what I hare to say under two principal 
heads : , 

“ Under the first, I shall endeavour to show the necessity \ 
and usefulness of this new-erected court ; and under the se-/ 
cond, I shall give a word of advice and instruction to every 
constituent part of it. 

“As for the first, it is well observed by Phmdrus, an 
heathen poet, 

Isisi utile est quod facimus, frustra est gloria. 

‘Which is the same, ladies, as if I should Eay, ‘It would he 
of no reputation for me to he president of a court which 
is of no benefit to the public * How the advantages that 
may anse to the weal public from this institution will more 
plainly appear, if we consider what it suffers for the want 
of it Are not our streets daily filled with wild pieces of 
justice and random penalties? Are not crimes undeter- i 
mined, and reparations disproportioned ? How often have T 
we seen the lie punished by death, and the liar himself de- 
ciding his own cause , nay, not only acting the judge, but the 
executioner ! Have we not known a box on the ear more 
severely accounted for than manslaughter ? In these extra- 
judicial proceedings of manland, an unmannerly jest is fre- 
quently as capital as a premeditated murder 

“But the most pernicious circumstance in this case is, 
that the man who suffers the injury must put himself upon 
the same foot of danger with him that gave it, before he can 
have Ins just revenge ; so that the punishment is altogether 
accidental and may fall as well upon the innocent as the 
guilty. I shall only mention a case which happens frequently 
among the more polite nations of the world, and which I the 
rather mention, because both sexes are concerned in it, and J 
which therefore, you gentlemen and you ladies of the jury, 
will the rather take notice of; I mean that great and known 
case of cuckoldom Supposing the person who has suffered 
insults in his dearer and better half ; supposing, I say, this 
person should resent the injuries done to his tender wife ; 
what is the reparation he may expect ? Why, to be used 
worse than his poor lady, run through the body, and left 
breathless upon the bed of honour ? What then, will you 
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oil my right band say must tlie man do that is affronted r 
Must our sides be elbowed, our shins broken p Must the 
wall, or perhaps our mistress, be taken from us P May a 
man knit his forehead into a frown, toss up his arm. or pi«h 
1 at what w e say , and must the villain live alter it ? Is there 
no redress for injured honour ? Yes, gentlemen that is the 
design of the judicature we have here established 

“ A court of conscience, we very well know, was first in- 
stituted for the determining of several pomts of property 
that were too little and trivial for the cognizance oi higher 
courts of justice In the same manner, our court of honour 
is appointed for the examination of several niceties and 
punctilios that do not pass for wrongs m the ey e of our 
common laws But notwithstanding no legislators ot any 
nation have taken into consideration these little circum- 
stances, thev are such as often lead to crimes big enough for 
their inspection, though they come before them too late lor 
their redress 

“ Besides, I appeal to you, ladies, [here Mr Bickerstiffe 
turned to lus left hand,] li these are not the little stmgs and 
thorns m lile that make it moie uneasy than its most sub- 
stantial evils? Confess ingenuously, did you neier lose a 
morning’s deiotions, because you could not oiler them up 
from the highest place of the pew ? Have j ou not been m 
pam, even at a ball, because another has been taken out to 
dance before you 5 Do you love any of your friends so 
much as those that are below you? Or ha\e you am la- 
\ ouriles that walk on your right hand ? You hat e answ ei ed 
me in your looks, I ask no more 

‘ I come now to the second part of my discourse, which 
obliges me to address mvself in particular to the respect ne 
members of the court, m which 1 shall be very bncf 

“As for you gentlemen and ladies, my assistants and 
grand juries, I haie made choice of you on my right hand, 
* because I know xou very jealous of your honoui , and you 
ou my left, because I know you aery much concerned for 
the leputation of others , for which reason I expect great 
exactness and impartiality in your \ erdicts and judgments 
‘ I must m the next place address myself to y ou, gentle- 
men of the council you all know that I have not cho~cn 
you for your knowledge in the litigious parts of the law, but 
because you hat e all of y ou formerly fo ight duels of which 

\OL. n. o 
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I tare reason to think you have repented, as being now 
settled in the peaceable state of benchers My advice to 
you is, only, that m your pleadings you are short and ex- 
pressive ; to which end you are to banish out of your dis- 
courses all synonymous terms, and unnecessary multiplica- 
tions of verbs and nouns I do moreover forbid you the use 
of the words also and likewise; and must farther declare, 
that if I catch any one among you, upon any pretence what- 
soever, using the particle or, I shall incessantly order him to 
be stripped of his gown, and thrown over the bar.” 

This is a true copy, 

Chaeees Ledlie 

N B The sequel of the proceedings of this day will be 
published on Tuesday next 

[Sir Bichard Steele asKsted in this paper.* T ] 
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Splendide mendax — Hon. 

From my own Apartment, November 22. 

Thebe are no books which I more delight in than in - 
travels, especially those that describe remote countries, and 
give the writer an opportunity of showing his parts without 
incurring any danger of being examined or contradicted 
Among all the authors of this kind, our renowned country- 
man Sir Joh n Ma ndeaalle has distinguished himself by the 
copiousness of his intention and greatness of his genius 
The second to Sir John I take to have been Ferdinand Men- 
dez Pinto, a person of infinite adventure and unbounded 
imagination One reads the voyages of these two great wits 
with as much astonishment as the travels of Ulysses iuA 
Homer, or of the Red-Cross Kni ght in Spencer All is en- 
chanted ground and fairy land 

I have got into my hands, by great chance, several manu- 
scripts of the«e two eminent authors, which are filled with 
greater wonders than any of those they liav e communicated 
.to the public, and indeed, were they not so well attested, 

* Yet the whole it must he owned, is not unvorthj of Mr Addison 
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would appear altogether improbable I am apt to think, 
the ingenious authors did not publish them with the rest of 
their works, lest they should pass for fictions and fables : a 
caution not unnecessary, when the reputation of their ie^ 

^4 racity w as not yet established in the world But as this 
reason has now no further weight, I shall make the public a 
present of these curious pieces at such tunes as I shall find 
myself unprovided with other subjects 
The present paper I intend to fill with an extract of Sn 
John’s journal, m which that learned and worthy lcnight 
gives an account of the freezing and thawing of several short >’ ■'-* 
speeches which he made in the territories of Kova Zembla 
I need not inform my reader, that the author oF~H udTbr as l 
alludes to this strange quality in that cold climate, w hen, 
speaking of abstracted notions clothed in a visible shape, he 
adds that apt simile. 

Like words congealed in northern air 

, Kot to keep my reader any longer m suspense, the rela- 
* turn put into modem language is as follows 

“ We were separated by a storm in the latitude of 73, in- 
somuch that only the ship which I was m, with a Dutch and 
a French vessel, got safe into a creek of Kova Zembla We 
landed, m order to refit our vessels and store ourselves with 
provisions The crew of each vessel made themselves a cabin 
of turf and wood, at some distance from each other, to fence 
themselves against the inclemencies of the weather, ■which .-c" 
was severe beyond imagination We soon observed, that in 
talking to one another we lost several of our words, and 
could not hear one another at above two 3 ards’ distance, and 
that too when we sat veiy near the fire After much per- 
plexity, I found that our words froze m the air before the 3 
could reach the ears of the person to whom they were =pokcn 
m l was soon confirmed m tlus conjecture when, upon the in- 
crease of the cold, the whole company grew dumb or rather 
deaf, for every man. was sensible, as we afterwards found, 
that he spoke as well as e\ er , but the sounds no sooner 
took air. than they were condensed aud lost It was nov- a 
miserable spectacle to =ee us nodding and gaping at one 
another, every man talking, and no man heard One might 
observe a seaman, that could hail a ship at a league distance, 
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beckoning with his hands, straining his lungs, and tearing 
his throat, but all m vain ( n^- x :u _- lJ< , r, fc u>i - 

— X ec vo s, nec verba, sequuntur 

* "We continued here three -weeks in this dismal plight V. 
At length, upon a turn of wind, the air about us began to/ 
thaw Our cabin was immediately filled with a dry clatter- 
ing sound, which I afterwards found to be the crackling of 
consonants that broke above our heads, and were often mixed 
with a gentle hissmg, which I imputed to the letter S, that 
occurs so frequently in the English tongue I soon after 
felt a breeze of whispers rushing by my ear , for those being 
of a soft and gentle substance, immediately liquefied in the 
warm wind that blew across our cabin These were soon 
followed by syllables and short words, and at length by 
entire sentences, that melted sooner or later, as they were 
more or less congealed , so that we now heard everything 
that had been spoken during the whole three weeks that we 
had been silent, if I may use that expression It was now 
very early m the morning, and yet, to my surprise, I heard 
somebody say, “ Sir John, it is midnight, and time for the 
ship’s crew to go to bed ” This I knew to be the pilot’s 
voice, and upon recollecting myself, I concluded that he had 
spoken these words to me some days before, though I could 
not hear them before the present thaw My reader will 
easily imagine how the whole crew was amazed to hear every 
man talking, and see no man opening his mouth In the 
midst of this great surprise we were all m, we heard a volley 
of oaths and curses, lasting for a long while, and uttered m a 
very hoarse voice, which I knew belonged to the boatswain, 
who was a very choleric fellow, and had taken his oppor- 
tunity of cursing and swearing at me when he thought I 
could not hear him , for I had several times given him the 
_ st rappad o on that account, as I did not fad to repeat it . , 

, - ’for these his pious soldoquies when I got him on ship* 
board 

“ I must not omit the names of several beauties in "Wap? 
ping, which were heard every now and then, in the midst of a 
long sigh that accompanied them, as, dear Kate' Pretty 
Mr- Peggy 1 "When shall I see my Sue again ? This be- 
trayed several amours which had lieen concealed till than 

*» .V S 
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time, and furnished us with a great deal of mirth m our 
return to England 

“When this confusion of voices was pretty well over, 
though I was afraid to offer at speaking, as leanng I should 

not be heard, I proposed a visit to the Dutch cabin which 

lay about a mile further up into the country. My crew 
were extremely lejoiced to find they had again recoiered 
their hearing, though every man uttered his voice with the 
same apprehensions that 1 had done ^ - 

— Et timide verba mtermissa reientit ~ 1 

“At about half a mile’s distance from our cabin, we heard 
the groamngs of a hear, which at fiist startled us , but upon 
inquiry we were informed by some of our company that he 
was dead, and now lay in salt, having been killed upon that 
very spot about a fortnight before in the time of the frost 
' Not far from the same place we were likewise entertained 
with some posthumous snarls and barkings of a fov 

“ We at length armed at the little Dutch settlement, and 
, upon entering the room, found it filled with sighs that smelt 
’ ot brandy, and seieral other unsavoury sounds that Mere 
altogether inarticulate My valet, who was an Irishman, 
fell into so great a rage at what he heard, that lie drew Ins 
sword , but not knowing where to lay the blame, he put it 
up again We u ere stunned with these confused noises but 
did not hear a single u ord till about half an hour after , 
which I ascribed to the harsh and o bdurat e sounds of that ' r ' 
language, which wanted more time than ours to melt and be- 
come audible 

“ After having here met with a very hearty Molcome, we 
• went to the Erench cabin, who, to make amends for their 
three weeks’ silence, u'ere talking and disputing u ttli greater 
rapidity' and confusion than eier I heard ni an assembly e\en 
of that nation Their language, as I found, upon the first 
^ giving of the weather fell asunder and dissolied I was here 
com weed of an error mto which I had before fallen , for 1 
fancied, that for the freezing of the sound, it Mas necessary 
for it to be wrapped up, and, as it were, preserved m breath*, 
but I found my mistake, when I heard the sound of a kit 
, playing a nunjiel over our heads I asked the occasion of it ; 
upon which one of the company told me, that it would play 
there aboie a week longer if "the thaw continued; ‘ Dor, 
(says he,) finding ourselves bereft -of speech, we prevailed 
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Ujpon one of the company, -who had this musical instrument 
about him, to play to us from morning to night ; all -which 
time "w e employed in dancing, m order to_dissipate our cha- 
grin, et fuer le temp^^o^o' '-fJJJ 

Here Sir John gives very good philosophical reasons, -why 
the kit could he heard during the -frost, hut as they aref 
something prolix, I pass over them in silence, and shall only 
observe, that the honourable author seems, by his quota- 
tions, to have been -well versed in the ancient poets, -which 
perhaps raised his fancy above the ordinary pitch of histo- 
rians, and very much contributed to the embellishment of 
his writings 1 
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— Nec te tua plnrima, Pantheu, 

Labentem pietas nec Apollims insula texit. Vieg. 

From my own Apartment, November 24 "V 
To the Censor of Great Britain. 

“ Sib, 

I am at present under very great difficulties, which it 
is not in the power of any one, besides yourself, to redress 
"Whether or no you shall think it a proper case to come be- 
fore your Court of Honour, I cannot tell , but thus it is : I 
am chaplain to an honourable family, very regular at the 
hours of devotion, and, I hope, of an unhlameable life ; but 
for not offering to rise at second course, I found my patron 
aud his lady veiy sullen and out of humour, though at first 
I did not know the reason of it At length, when I happened 
to help myself to a jelly, the lady of the house, otherwise a 
devout woman, told me, ‘ That it did not become a man of 
my cloth to delight in such frivolous food:’ but as I stilly 
continued to sit out the last course, I was yesterday informed^ 
by the butler, that his Lordship had no further occasion for 
my service All which is humbly submitted to your con- 
sideration, by, 

“ Sin, 

“ Your most humble servant,” &c. 

1 It u. hard to saj, whether the humour of this paper, or the expression 
be more exquisite 
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The case of this gentleman deserves pity, especially if he 
loves sweetmeats, to which if I may guess by 111 s letter he 
is no enemy In the mean time, I have often wondered at 
the indecency of discarding the holiest man from the table, 
as soon as the most debcious parts of the entertainment are 
served up, and could never conceive a reason for so absurd a 
custom Is it because a liquorish palate, or a sweet tooth, 
(as they call it ) is not consistent with the sanctity of lus 
character 9 This is but a trifling pretence Xo man of the 
most rigid virtue gives offence by any excesses in plum-pud- 
dmg or plum-porridge and that because they are the first 
parts of the dinner Is there anything that tends to mcita- 
tion in sweetmeats more than in ordinary dishes ? Certainly 
not Sugar-plums are a very innocent diet, andconsertes of 
a mucb colder nature than our common pickles I lia\e 
sometimes thought, that the ceremony oi the chaplain's 
flying away from the dessert was typical and figuratn e to 
mark out to Jhe company how they ought to retire from all 
the luscious baits of temptation, and deny their appetites the 
gratifications that are most pleasing to them , or at lei«t to 
signify, that we ought to stmt ourselves m our most lawful 
satisfactions and not make our pleasure, but our support 
the end of eating But most certainly, if such a lesson of 
temperance had been necessary at a table, our clergy would 
have recommended it to all the iav masters of families, and not 
have disturbed other men’s tables with such unseasonable ex- 
amples of abstinence The original, therefore, of this bar- 
barous custom I take to have been merely accidental The 
chaplain retired out of pure complaisance, to make room for 
the removal of the dishes, or possibly for the ranging of the . 
dessert This by degrees grew into duty, till at length, as 
the fashion improved, the good man found himself cut off 
from the third part of the entertainment , and if the ar- 
rogance of the patron goes on, it is not impossible, but m 
the next generation, he may see himself reduced to the tithe, 
or tenth dish of the table , a sufficient caution not to p irt 
with any privilege we are once possessed of It was usual 
for the priest, in old tunes, to least upon the sacrifice iny, 
the lioney-cake, while the hungry laity looked upon him with 
great devotion, or as the late Lord Rochester describes it in 
a lively manner, 

And while the priest did cat the people stared 
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At present the custom is inverted . the laity feast, while 
the priest stands by as an humble spectator This necessarily 
puts the good man. upon making great ravages on all the 
dishes that stand near him, and distinguishing himself by. 
i oraciousness of appetite as knowing that his time is short j 
I would fain ask these stiff-necked patrons whether they'' 
would not take it ill of a chaplain that, in his grace after 
meat, should return thanks for the whole entertainment, 
with an exception to the dessert ? And yet I cannot but 
think, that in such a proceeding he would but deal with them 
as they deserved "What would a Eoman Catholic pnest 
think, who is alwavs helped first, and placed next the ladies, 
should he see a clergyman giving his company the slip at the 
fir=t appearance of the tarts or sweetmeats ? "Would not he 
beliei e that he had the same antipathy to a candied orange, or 
a piece of puff paste, as some have to a Cheshire cheese, or a 
breast of mutton P Yet to so ridiculous a height is this fool- 
ish custom grown, that even the Christmas pig, which in its 
very nature is a kind of consecrated cate, and a badge ofi 
distinction is often forbidden to the Druid of the family.! 
Strange 1 that a sirloin of beef, whether boiled or roasted, 
when entire, is exposed to his utmost depredations and in- 
cisions , hut if mmced into small pieces, and tossed up with 
plums and sugar, changes its property, and, forsooth, is meat 
for his master 

In this case I know not which to censure, the patron or 
the chaplain ; the insolence of power, or the abjectness of 
dependence For my own part, I have often blushed to see 
a gentleman, whom I know to have much more wit and 
learning than myself, and who was bred up with me at the 
University upon the same foot of a liberal education, treated 
m such an ignominious manner, and sunk beneath those of 
his own rank, by reason of that character which ought to 
bring him honour. This deters men of generous minds from,, 
placing themselves in such a station of life, and by that,"* 
means frequently excludes persons of quality from the im- 
proving and agreeable conversation of a learned and obsequi- 
ous friend 

Mr Oldham lets us know, that he was affrighted from the 
thought of such an employment, by the scandalous sort of 
treatment which often accompanies it 
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Some think themselves exalted to the sky. 

If thej light m some noble famil} . 

Diet, an horse, and thirt} pounds a jcar, 

Besides the advantage of Ins Lordship’s ear. 

The credit of the business, and the state, 

Are things that in a 3 oungster’s sense sound great. 

Little the unexperienced vrretch does know, “ 

"What slaver} he oft must undergo. 

Who though* in silken scarf and cassock drest, 

Wears but a gayer livery at best. 

When dinner calls, the implement must unit 
With holy words to consecrate the meat; 

But hold it for a favour seldom known, 

If he be deign’d the honour to sit down 
Soon as the tarts appear. Sir Crape, withdraw, 

Those damties are not for a spiritual maw 
Observe your distance, and be sure to stand 
Hard by the cistern with y our cap m hand 
There for diversion you may pick your teeth, 

Till the kind voider comes for y our relief 
Let others who such meannesses can brook, 

Strike countenance to every great man’s look ; 

I rate my freedom higher 

This author’s raillery is the raillery of a friend, and doe3 
not turn the sacred order into ridicule, hut is a just censure 
on such persons as take advantage from the necessities of a 
man of merit, to impose on him hardships that are by no 
means suitable to the dignity of Ins profession 
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— -Nostrum est tantas componcre Lites Vino 

The proceedings of the Court of Honour, held in Sheer Lane 
on Monday, the 20th of November, 1710, before Isaac 
Bickerstaffe, Esq , Censor of Great Britain 

^ Petek Plumb, of London, merchant, was indicted In 
the Honourable Mr Thomas Gules, of Gule Hall, m the 
county of Salop, for that the said Peter Plumb did m Lom- 
bard Street, London, between the hours of two and three in 
the afternoon, meet the said Sir Thomas Gules, and after a 
short salutation, put on his hat, value live pence, while (he 
Honourable Mr Gules stood bare-headed tor the «paie of 
two seconds It was further urged against the criminal. 
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that, during his discourse with the prosecutor, he feloniously 
stole the -wall of him. having clapped his "back against it in 
such a manner that it was impossible for Sir Gules to re- 
cover it agam at his taking leave of him. The prosecutor al- 
leged, that he was the cadet of a very ancient family, and 
that, according to the principles of all the younger "brothers 
of the said family, he had never sullied himself with business, 
but had chosen rather to starve like a man of honour, than 
do anything beneath his quality. He produced several wit- 
nesses. that he had never employed himself beyond the twist- 
ing of a whip, or the making of a pan* of nutcrackers, in 
which he only worked for his diversion, in order to make a 
present now and then to his friends The prisoner being 
asked what he could say for himselfj cast several reflections 
upon the Honourable Mr Gules : as, that he was not worth 
a groat ; that nobody in the city would trust him for a half- 
penny ; that he owed him money which he had promised to 
pay him several times, but never kept his word : and in short, 
that he was an idle, beggarly fellow, and of no use to the 
public. This sort of language was very severely reprimanded 
by the Censor, who told the criminal, that he spoke in con- 
tempt of the court, and that he should be proceeded against 
for contumacy, if he did not change his style The prisoner, 
therefore, desired to be heard by his counsel, who urged in 
his defence, “ That he put on his hat through ignorance, and 
took the wall by accident.” They likewise produced several 
witnesses, that he made several motions with his hat in his 
hand, which are generally understood as an invitation to the 
person we talk with to be covered ; and that the gentleman 
not taking the hint, he was forced to put on his hat, as be- 
ing troubled with a cold. There was likewise an Irishman 
who deposed, that he had beard him cough three and twenty 
times that morning. And as for the wall, it was alleged, 
that he had taken it inadvertently, to save himself from a 
shower of ram which was then falling The Censor having 
consulted the men of honour who sat at his right hand on the 
bench, found they were of opinion, that the defence made by 
the prisoner’s counsel did rather aggravate than extenuate 
his crime ; that the motions and intimations of the hat were 
a token of superiority in conversation, and therefore not to 
be used by the criminal to a man of the prosecutor’s quality, 
who was likewise vested with a double title to the wall at 
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the time of their conversation, both as it was the upper hand, 
and as it was a shelter from the weather The evidence 
bemg very full and clear, the jury, without going out of 
court declared their opinion unanimously by the mouth of 
their foreman, that the prosecutor was hound m honour to 
make the sun shine through the criminal, or, as they after- 
wards explained themselves, to whip lnm through the lungs 

The Censor knitting Ins brows into a frown, and looking 
very sternly upon the jury, after a little pause, gave them 
to know, that this court was erected for the finding out of 
penalties suitable to offences, and to restrain the outrages 
of private justice , and that lie expected they should moder- 
ate their verdict The jury, therefore, retired, and being 
willing to comply with the advices of the Censor, after an 
hour’s consultation, declared their opinion as follows 

“ That in consideration this was Peter Plumb’s first of* 
fence, and that there did not appear any ‘ malice prepense ’ 
in. it, as also that he lived m good reputation among Ins 
, neighbours, and that hw taking the wall was only sc defen- 
dendo, the prosecutor should let him escape with life, and 
content himself with the slitting of his nose, and the cutting 
off both his ears ” Mr Bickerslaffe, smiling upon the court, 
told them, that he thought the punishment, even under its 
present mitigation, too severe, and that such penalties 
might be of ill consequence in a trading nation He there- 
fore pronounced sentence against the criminal m the follow- 
ing manner: “That lus hat, which was the instrument of 
oflence, should he forfeited to the court , that the criminal 
should go to the warehouse from whence he came, and 
thence, as occasion should require proceed to the Exchange, 
or Garraway’s coffee-house, in what manner he pleased , but 
that neither he, nor any of the family of the Plumbs, should 
hereafter appear in the streets of London out of their 
.y coaches, that so the foot-way might be left open and undis- 
turbed for their betters 

Datlian, a peddhng Jew, and T. B — , a "Welshman, were 
indicted by the keeper of an alehouse m 'Westminster, for 
breaking the peace and two earthen mugs m a dispute about 
the antiquity of their families to the great detriment of the 
house, and disturbance of the whole neighbourhood Dathan 
said for himself, that lie was provokecl to it by the Welsh- 
man, who pretended that the Welsh were an ancientei 
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people than the .Jews, “Whereas (says lie ) I can show by this 
genealogy in my hand, that I am the son of Mesheck, that was 
the son of Naboth, that was the son of Shalem,that was the son 
of — ” The Welshman here mterrupted him, and told him, 
“That he could produce shennalogy as well as himself: for that \ 
he was John ap Rice, ap Shenkm, ap Shones ” He then turn-/ 
ed himself to the Censor, and told him m the same broken 
accent, and with much warmth, “That the Jew would needs 
uphold, that King Cadwallader was younger than Issachar ” 
3lr Biekerstaffe seemed very much inclined to give sentence 
against Dathan, as being a Jew, but finding reasons, by some 
expressions which the Welshman let fall in asserting the 
antiquity of his family, to suspect that the said Welshman 
was a Prae- Adamite, he suffered the jury to go out, without 
any previous admonition After some time they returned, 
and gave their verdict, that it appearing the peisons at the 
bar did neither of them wear a sword, and that consequently 
they had no right to quarrel upon a pomt of honour , to 
present such frivolous appeals for the future, they should , 
both of them be tossed in the same blanket, and there adjust 7 
the superiority as they could agree it between themselves 
The Censor confirmed the verdict 
Richard Newman w as indicted by Major Punto, for having 
used the words, “ Perhaps it may be so,” in a dispute with 
the said major The major urged, that the word “ Perhaps ” 
■was questioning his veracity, and that it was an indirect 
manner of gn ing him the he Richard Newman had nothmg 
more to say for himself, than thlt he intended no such t hing , 
and threw himself upon the mercy of the court The jury 
brought m their verdict special 

31r Bickerstaffe stood up, and after having cast his eye 3 
m er the whole assembly, hemmed thrice He then ac- 
quainted them, that he had laid down a rule to himself, 
which he was resolved never to depart from, and which, as v 
he conceit ed, would very much conduce to the shortening^ 
the business of the court ; I mean, says he, never to allow' 
of the lie being given by construction, implication, or induc- 
tion but by the sole use of the word itself He then pro- 
ceeded to show the great mischiefs that had arisen to the 
Rnclisli nntion from that pernicious monosyllable; that it 
had hi ed the most fatal quarrels between the dearest friends ; 
that it had frequently thinned the guards, and made great 
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havoc in tie army ; tliat it tad sometimes weakened the city 
Iramed-hands , and, in a word, had destroyed many of the 
"bravest men m the isle of Great Britain E or the prevention, 
of which evils for the future, he instructed the juiy to “ pre- 
sent” the word itself as a nuisance m the English tongue , 
and further promised them, that he would, upon such their 
presentment, publish an edict of the court for the entire ban- 
ishment and exclusion of it out of the discourses and con- 
versation of all civil societies 

This is a true copy, 

Charles Lillie 

3Ionday next is set apart for the tnal of several female 
causes 

N B The case of the hassock will come on between the 
hours of nine and ten 

[Sir Richard Steele assisted in this paper 1 T ] 
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In nora fert animus mutatas dicere formas 
Corpora Du, coeptis (nam vos mutastis ct lllas) 

Aspirate meis Ovid Met 

From 77i y oion Apartment , November 29 

Evert nation is distinguished by productions that are 

E eculiar to it Great Britain is particularly fruitful m re- 
gions, that shoot up and flourish in this climate more than 
m any other "We are so famous abroad for our great variety 
of sects and opinions, that an ingenious friend of mine, who 
is lately returned from his travels, assures me, there is a sho.\ 
,at this time earned up and down in Germany, which repre- 
/sents all the religions m Great Britian m wax-work Not- 
withstanding that the pliancy of the matter m which the 
images are wrought, makes it capable of being moulded into 
all shapes and figures, my friend tells me, that he did not 
think it possible for it to be twisted and tortured into so 

1 There is humour m this paper. But the pertness of stile, ana cart 
of expression, in some places, espccialh in Dathan’s case, shows dearly 
enough, that Sir Richard Steele had a hind in it. 
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many screwed faces and wry features as appeared in several 
of the figures that composed the show I was, indeed, so 
pleased with the design of the German artist, that I begged 
my friend to give me an account of it m all its particulars, 
which he did after the following manner : \ 

“ I have often,” says he, “ been present at a show of ele^s 
phants, camels, dromedaries, and other strange creatures, but 
I never saw so great an assembly of spectators as were met 
together at the opening of this great piece of wax-work 
"We were all placed in a large hall, according to the price 
that we had paid for our seats The curtain that hung be- 
fore the show was made by a master of tapestry, who had 
woven it in the figure of a monstrous hydra that had several 
heads, which brandished out their tongues, and seemed to 
hiss at each other Some of these heads were large and en- 
tire , and where any of them had been lopped away, there 
sprouted up several m the room of them , insomuch that for 
one head cut off, a man might see ten, twenty, or an hundred 
of a smaller size, creeping through the wound In short, 
the whole picture was nothing but confusion and bloodshed T 
On a sudden,” says my friend, “ I was startled with a flourish 
of many musical instruments that I had never heard before, 
which was followed by a short tune (if it might be so called) 
wholly made up of jars and discords .Among the rest, there 
was an organ, a bagpipe, a groanmg-board, stentorophonic 
trumpet, with several wind instruments of a most disagree- 
able sound, which I do not so much as know the names of 
After a short flourish, the curtain was drawn up, and we were 
presented with the most extraordinary assembly of figures 
that ever entered into a man’s imagination The design of 
the workman was so well expressed in the dumb show before 
us, that it was not hard for an Englishman to comprehend 
the meaning of it 

“ The principal figures were placed in a row, consisting of * 
seven persons The middle figure, which immediately at-X 
tractea the eyes of the whole company, and was much big- 
ger than the lest, was formed like a matron, dressed in the 
habit of an elderly woman of quality m Queen Elizabeth’s 
days The most remarkable parts of her dress, were the 
beaver with the steeple crown, the scaif that was darker 
than sable, and the lawn apron that was whiter than ermine. 
Her gown was of the richest black velvet, and just upon her 
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heart studded "with large diamonds of an inestimable value, 
disposed m the form of a cross She bore an inexpressible 
cheerfulness and dignity in her aspect; and though she 
seemed in years, appeared vnth so much spirit and vivacity, 
as gave her at the same time an air oi old age and immor- 
tality I found my heart touched vnth so much love and 
reverence at the sight of her, that the tears ran down my 
face as I looked upon her , and still the more I looked upon 
her, the more my heart was melted with the sentiments of 
filial tenderness and duty I discovered every moment 
something so charming in this figure, that I could scarce 
take my eyes off it On its right hand there sat the figure 
of a woman so covered with ornaments that her face, her 


body and her hands, were almost entirely hid under them 
The little you could see of her face was painted , and what 
I thought very odd, had something in it like artificial wrin- 
kles , but I was the less surprised at it, when I saw upon 
her forehead an old-fashioned tower of grey hairs ller 
, head-dress rose very high by three several stones or degrees , 
her garments had a thousand colours m them, and were em- 


broidered with crosses in gold, silver, and silk she lnd 
nothing on, so much as a glove or a slipper, which was not 
marked with this figure , nay, so superstitiously fond did she 
appear of it, that she sat cross-legged I was quickly sick 
ot this tawdiy composition of nbbons, silks, and jew els, and 
therefore cast my eye on a dame which was just the reverse 
of it I need not tell my reader, that the lady before de- 
scnbed was Popery, or that she I am now going to descnbe 
is Presbytery She sat on the left hand of the venerable 
matron, and so much resembled her m the features of her 


countenance, that she seemed her sister, but at the same 
time that one observed a likeness in her beauty, one could 
not but take noface, that there was something in it sickly 
„ and splenetic Her face had enough to discover the relation, 
' but it was drawn up into a peevish figure, soured vnth dis- 
content, and overcast with melancholy She seemed oflended 
at the matron for the shape of her hat, as too much resem- 
bling the triple coronet oi the person who sat by her. One 
might see, likewnse, that she dissented from the white apron 
and the cross, for which reasons she had made herself a 
plain homely dowdy, and turned her iace towards the sectaries 
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that sat on the left hand, as “being afraid of looking upon 
cbe matron, lest she should see the harlot by her 

“ On the right hand of Popery sat Judaism, represented 
by an old man embroidered with phylacteries, and dis- 
tinguished by many typical figures, winch I had not skill 
enough to unriddle He was placed among the rubbish of w 
temple; but instead of -weeping over it, (which I should 
hav e expected from him,) he was counting out a bag of money 
upon the ruins of it 

“ On his right hand was Deism, or Natural Behgion 
This was a figure of an half-naked awkward country wench, 
who with proper ornaments and education would hare made 
an agreeable and beautiful appearance , but for want of those 
advantages, was such a spectacle as a man would blush to 
look upon 

“I nave now,” continued my friend, “given you an ac- 
count of those who were placed on the right hand of the 
matron, and who according to the order in which they sat, 
were Deism, Judaism, and Popery On the left hand, as I , 
told you, appeared Presbytery. The next to her was a > 
figure which somewhat puzzled me: it was that of a man 
looking, with horror in his eyes, upon a silver bason filled 
with water Observing something in his countenance that 
looked like lunacy, I fancied at < first that he was to express 
that kind of distraction which th'e physicians call the Hydro- 
phobia . but considering what the intention of the show was, 

1 immediately recollected myself, and concluded it to be 
Anabaptism 

“ The next figure was a man that sat under a most pro- 
found composure of mind . he wore an hat whose brims were 
exactly parallel to the horizon: his garment had neither 
sleeve nor skirt, nor so much as a superfluous button “What 
he called his cravat, was a little piece of white linen quilled 
with great exactness, and hanging below his c hin about two' 
inches Seeing a book in his hand, I asked our artist what'**' 
it uas, v,ho told me it was the Quaker’s religion: upon 
which I desired a sight of it Upon perusal, I found it to 
be nothing but a new-fashioned grammar, or an art of 
abridging ordinary discourse The nouns were reduced to a 
very small number, as the light, friend, Babylon The prin- 
cipal of k.s pronouns was thou ; and as for you, ye, and yours. 
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of several ei edible witnesses, tliat the said petticoat w as 
scowered, to the great grid and detriment of the «aid Maiy 
Doelirtle There were likewise many evidences produced 
a stain st the criminal that though she never faded to come to 
^ church on Sunday she was a most notorious sabbath-breaker, 
and that she spent her whole time dimnsr divine sen ice m 
disparaging other people’s clothes, and whispering to those 
who sat next her Upon the whole she was found guilt \ of 
the indictment and received sentence to a«k pardon of the 

I irosecutor npon her bare knees without euiier cushion oi 
lassoc under her, in the face of the court 
JS~ B As soon as the sentence was executed on the cri- 
minal, which was done in open court with the utmost se- 
venty. the first ladr of the bench on Mr Bieherstafle s nghr 
hand stood up and made a motion to the court that w heivas 
it was impossible for women of fashion to dre=« themselves 
before the church was half done and whereas many confu- 
sions and inconveniences did arise thereupon it might he 
lawful for them to send a footman, m order to keep their 
^ places as was usual in other polite and w ell-regulated a* <-em- 
bhes The motion was ordered to be entered m the hooks, 
and considered at a more convenient time 

Charles Cambrick Linen-drapei, m the city of "Westmin- 
ster. was indicted for speaking obscenely to the Lady Pene- 
lope Touchwood It appeared, that the prosecutor and her 
woman going m a stage-coach from London to Brentford, 
where they were to be met by the lad} s own chariot the 
criminal and another of his acquaintance travelled with them 
m the same coach at which time the prisoner talked haw dv for 
the space of three miles and a half The prosecutor alleged, 
‘ That over against the Old Pox at ICnightsbridge. he men- 
tioned the word linen • that at the further end ot Kensing- 
ton he made use of the term smock , and that before he came 
— ■ to Hammersmith he talked almost a quarter of an hour upon 
” wedding-shifts ” The prosecutor s woman confirmed what 
her lady had said, and added further, "that she had never 
seen her lady in so great confusion and m such a taking, as 
she was during the whole discourse of the criminal ” Hie 
prisoner had little to say for hunself. hut that he t jibed only 
in his own trade, and meant no hurt by what he said Hit 
ju tv howev er. found him guilty, and represented by their 
forewoman, that such discourses were apt to sully tile ima- 
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gination, and that by a concatenation of ideas, the word 
linen implied many things that -were not proper to he stirred 
up in the mind of a -woman who was of the prosecutor’s 
quality, and therefore gave it as their verdict, that the linen- 
draper should lose his tongue Mr Bicherstaffe said, “ He V 
thought the prosecutor’s eara were as much to blame as the y 
prisoner s tongue, and therefore gave sentence as follows : 

'j hat they should both be placed over against one another 
m the midst of the court, there to remain for the space of 
one quarter of an hour, during which time, the linen-draper 
was to be gagged, and the lady to hold her hands close upon 
both her ears which was executed accordingly. 

Eduard Callicoat was indicted as an accomplice to Charles 
Cambnck, for that he the said Edward Callicoat did, by his 
. silence and his smiles’ seem to approve and abet the said 
Charles Cambnck in everything he said It appeared, that 
the pnsoner was foreman of the shop to the aforesaid Charles 
Cambnck, and by his post obliged to smile at everything 
that the other should be pleased to say : upon which he was. i 
acquitted. f 

Josias Shallow was indicted in the name of Dame "Wini- 


fred, sole relict of Eichard Dainty, Esq , for having said se- 
teral times m company, and in the hearing of several persons 
there present, that he was extremely obliged to the widow 
Damti , and that he should never be able sufficiently to ex- 
press his gratitude The prosecutor urged, that this might 
blast her reputation, and that it was in effect a boasting of 
favours which he had never received The pnsoner seemed 
to be much astonished at the construction which was put 
upon Ins words and said, “ That he meant nothing by them, 
but that the widow had befriended him m a lease, and was 
very kind to Ins younger sister ” The jury finding him a little 
weik in his understanding without going out of the court, 
hi ought m their verdict, ignoramus. V 

Ursula Goodenough was accused by the Lady Betty yV 
IVou’dbe, for having said, that she the Lady Betty Wou’dbe 
was painted The pnsoner brought several persons of good 
credit to witness to her reputation and proved by unde niab le 
eudences, that she was neier at the place where 'the words 
were said to have been uttered Ihe Censor observing the 
behaviour of the pio-ecutor, found reason to believe that 
she had indicted the prisoner for no other reason hut to 
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ma re her complexion be taken notice of, wlucli indeed w \s 
very fresh and beautiful , he therefore asked the offender with 
a very stem voice, how she could presume to spread so 
groundless a report? And whether she saw any colours m 
the Lady Wou'dbe’s face that could procure crecht to such a 
falsehood ? “ Do you see (says he) any lihes or roses m her 
cheeks, any bloom, any probability ?” — The prosecutor not 
able to bear such language any longer, told him, that he 
talked like a blind old tool, and that she was ashamed to have 
entertained any opinion of his wisdom : hut she was put to 
silence, and sentenced to wear her mask for five months, and 
not to presume to show her face till the town should be 
empty 

Benjamin Buzzard, Esq was indicted having told tbe Lady 
Everbloom at a public ball, that she looked \ery well for a 
woman of her years Tbe prisoner not doming the fact, 
and persisting before the court that he looked upon it as a 
compliment, the jury brought him m non compos mends 

* The court then adjourned to Monday the 11th instant 

Copm Vera, Chasi.es Lixxie 

[Sir Richard Steele assisted in this paper T ] 
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Xon culcnmque datum est habere nasum M uvr 

From my own Apartment, December 6 

"We have a very learned and elaborate dissertation upon 
thumbs in Montaigne's Essays, and another upon eais in tin. 
Tale of a Tub I am here going to write one upon no'-o* 
of having chosen for my text the following verses out of Hu* 
dihras: 

So learned Tahcotins from 
The brawny part of Porter's bum 
Cut supplemental noses which 
Lasted as long as parent breech 
But when the date of nock was out. 

Off dropped the sympathetic snout 

notwithstanding that there is nothing obscene in natural 
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knowledge. and that I intend to give as little offence as may 
"be to readers of a well-bred imagination, I must, for my own 
quiet, desire the critics (who in all times have been famous 
lor good noses) to refrain from the lecture 1 of this curious \ 
tract These gentlemen were formerly marked out and dis- V 
tuiguished by the little rhinocencal nose, which was always ^ 
looked upon' as an instrument of derision, and which they 
were used to cock, toss or draw up in a contemptuous man- 
ner. upon reading the works of their ingenious contempora- 
ries It is not, therefore, for this generation of men that I 
■write the present transaction, 

— Minus aptus acutis 
Manbus horum hominum , 2 


but for the sake of some of my philosophical friends in the 
Bov al Society, who peruse discourses of this nature with a 
becoming gravity, and a desire of improving by them 

Many are the opinions of learned men concerning the rise 
of that fatal distemper which has always taken a particular 
pleasure m venting its spite upon the nose I have seen a- 
little burlesque poem in Italian that gives a very pleasant ’ 
account of this matter. The fable of it runs thus : Mars, 
the god of w ar having served during the siege of Naples in 
the shape of a T rench colonel, received a visit one night from 
Venus the goddess of love, who had heen alwavs his pro- 
fe=*ed mistress and admirer The poem savs she came to 
him m the disguise of a buttling wench, with a bottle of brandy 
under her arm Let that he as it will, he managed matters 
‘■o w ell that she vv ent away hig-hellied and was at length 
brought to bed of a little Cupid This hoy. whether it were 
b\ reason of any had food that his father had eaten during 
the Mege or of any particular malignity in the stars that 
reitrned at hi- nativity, came into the world with a very 
sickly look and crazv constitution As soon as he was able 
to handle Ins how, he made discoveries of a most perverse V 
disposition He dipped all his arrows m poison, that rotted 
even thin" they touched, and what was more particular, 
aunt, d all his shafts at the nose quite contrary to the prac- 


* lie 'vv* the “ Uc‘vre” in=t*>ad of the “reading” or “ the perusal 
cf ’’ to ndicale the pedantic stvle of learned critics. 

* F’ev'-vlv *vul But this pane - (except m one instance, or two, 
*vi_cL -hi 1 bt po’iitcd out) ras I'othinc to apprehend from the lesl-noscd 
critic. 
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face of Ins elder brothers, who had made a human heart their 
butt in all countries and ages To, break him of this roguish 
trick, his parents put him to school to Mercury who did all 
he could to hinder him from demolishing the noses of man- 
kind , but in spite of education, the boy continued very un- 
lucky ; and though his malice was a little softened by good 
instructions, he would very frequently let fly an envenomed 
arrow, and wound his votaries oftener m the ucse than in 
the heart Thus far the fable 

I need not tell my learned reader, that Correggio has 
drawn a Cupid taking his lesson from Mercury, conformable 
to this poem , nor that the poem itself was designed as a 
burlesque upon Iracastorius. 

It was little after this fatal siege of Naples that Talieo- 
tius begun to practise in a town of Germany lie was the 
first clap-doctor that I meet with m history and a greater 
man m his age than our celebrated Dr. AY all He saw his 
species extremely mutilated and disfigured by this new dis- 
temper that was crept 1 into it, and therefore, m pursuance 
of a very seasonable invention, setup a manufacture ot noses, 
having first got a patent that none should presume to make 
noses besides himself His first patient was a great man of 
Portugal, who had done good services to Ins country, but m 
the midst of them unfortunately lost lus nose Talicotius 
grafted a new one on the remaining part of the gristle or 
cartilaginous substance, which would sneeze, smell, take 
snufl, pronounce the letters m or n, and in short, do all the 
functions of a genuine and natural nose There was how - 
ever, one misfortune m this experiment The Portuguese a 
complexion was a little upon the subfusc, with aen black 
eyes and dark eiebrows, and the nose being taken from a 
porter that had a white German skin, and cut out ot tho-e 
parts that are not exposed to the sun, it was icn Msible 
that the features of Ins face were not fellows In a w o-d 
the Conde resembled one of those maimed antique statues 
that has often a modern nose of fresh marble glued to a lace 
of such a yellow i\ ory complexion as nothing can give hut 
age To remedy tins particular for the future the doctor 
got together a great collection of porters, men of all com- 
plexions, black, brown, fair, dark, sallow, pale, and ruddy; 


* lies crept 3 “ Creep” being a neutral verb, 1 should rather hare 
raid. — '* had crept,” 
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eo tliat it -was impossible for a patient of the most out-of- 
th e-way colour not to find a nose to match it 

The doctor’s house was now very much enlarged, and 
become a kind of college, or rather hospital, for the fashion- N 
able cripples of both sexes that resorted to him from all ' 
parts of Europe Over his door was fastened a large golden/ 
snout, not unlike that which is placed over the great gates 
at Brazen-Xose College in Oxford , and as it is usual for the 
learned m foreign universities to distinguish their houses by 
a Latin sentence, the doctor writ underneath this great 
golden proboscis two verses out of Oud ♦ 

Militat omnis amass, hatiet et sua castra Cupido, 

Pontice, crede mihi, militat omnis amans 

It is reported that Tahcotius had at one time m his house 
twelve German counts, nineteen Trench marquisses. and a 
hundred Spanish cavaliers, besides one solitary English 
esquire, of whom more hereafter Though the doctor had 
the monopoly of noses in his own hands, he is said not to , 
lime been unreasonable Indeed if a man had occasion for 
a high Bom an nose, he must go to the price of it A car- 
buncle nose likewise bore an excessive rate . but for your 
ordinary short turned-up noses, of which there was the 
greatest consumption, they cost little or nothing ; at least 
the purchasers thought so, who would have been content to 
haie paid much dearer for them, rather than to have gone 
without them 1 

The sympathv betwixt the nose and its parent was very 
extraordinary Hudibras has told us, that when the porter 
died the nose dropped of course, in which case it was always 
usual to return the nose, in order to bat e it interred with its 
fi.~st owner The nose was likewise affected by the pain as 
well as death of the original proprietor. An eminent in- 
stance of this nature happened to three Spaniards, whose 
noses w ere all made out of the same piece of brawn They 
found them one dat shoot and swell extremely, upon which 
they sent to know how the porter did, and heard, upon in- 
quiry, that the parent of the noses bad been set erely kicked 
the day before, and that the porter kept his bed on account 
of the bruises he had received. This was highly relented by 
the Spaniards, who found out the person that had used tho 
1 The same fault as in No, 249. 
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porter so unmercifull y, and treated him m the same manner 
as if the indignity had been done 'to their own noses In 
this and several other eases it might be said, that the porters 
led the gentlemen by the nose 

«C On the other hancl, if anything went amiss with the nose, 

the porter felt the effects of it insomuch that it was gener- 
ally articled with the patient, that he should not only abstain 
from all his old courses, hut should on no pretence’ whatso- 
ever smell pepper, or eat mustard on which occasion, the 
part where the incision had been made was seized with un- 
speakable twinges and prickings 

The Englishman I before mentioned was so veiy irregular, 
and relapsed so frequently into tbe distemper which at first 
brought him to tbe learned Tabcotius that m the space of 
two years be wore out five noses, and by that means so tor- 
mented tbe porters, that if be would bate given £500 for a 
nose there as not one of them that would accommodate him 
This young gentleman was bom of honest parents and passed 
^ Ins first years m fox-hunting . but accidentally quitting tbe 
uoods, and coming up to London, be was so charmed with 
the beauties of tbe play-house, that be had not been m town 
two davs before be got tbe misfortune which carried off this 

} »art ot bis face He used to be called in Germany, the Eng- 
ishman of five noses, and, tbe gentleman that had thrice 
as many noses as he bad ears : such was tbe raillen of those 
times 

I shall close this paper with an admonition to the young 
men of this town wmch I think the more necessary, because 
I see several new fresh-coloured faces, that haie made their 
first appearance in it this winter. I must therefore assure 
them that the art of making noses is entirely lost . and in 
the next place beg them not to follow the example of our 
ordinary town rakes, who live as if there was a Talicotius to 
yr he met with at the comer of every street TThitei er young 
men may think, the nose is a i ery becoming part of the face, 
, and a man makes hut a very silly figure without it But it 
V : is the nature of youth not to linow the value of anything 
vfill they have lost it Tbe general precept, therefore I «hall 
Ieaie with them is, to regard e\ery town-uoman a« a parti- 
cular kind of Siren, that has a design upon their noses; 
and that, amidst her flatteries and allurements, they will 
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fancy slie speaks to them in that humorous phrase of old 
'Plautus 

Ego tibi faciem denasabo mordicus 
“ Keep j our face out of my way, or I’ll bite off } our nose ” 
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Verba togae sequeris, juncture callidus aen, 

Ore teres modico, pallentes radere mores, 

Doctus et ingcnuo culpam defigere ludo Pers Sat 5 

Journal of the Court of Honour, &e 

Timothy Treataxii, Gent , was indicted by several ladies 
of Ins sister’s acquaintance for a very rude affront offered to 
them at an entertainment, to which he had invited them on 
Tuesday the 7th of [November last past, between the horns 
of eight and nine in the evening The indictment set forth 
that the said Mr Treatall, upon the serving up of the supper, *' 
desued the Ladies to take their places according to their 
diffeient age and seniority, for that it was the way always at 
lus table to pay respect to years The indictment added, 
that this produced an unspeakable confusion m the com- 
pany , for that the ladies, who before had pressed toge- 
ther for a place at the upper end of the table, immediately 
crowded with the same disorder towards the end that was' 
quit e opposite , that Mrs Prontly had the insolence to clap 
herself down at the very lowest place of the table ; that the 
widow Fartlett seated herself on the right hand of Sirs 
Piontly. alleging for her excuse, that no ceremony was to 
he used at a round table , that Mrs Fidget and Mrs Fescue ( 
disputed ubo\ e half an hour for the same chair, and that the 
latl er w ould not give up the cause till it was decided by the ‘y 
parish register, which happened to he kept hard by. The ( 
indictment further said, that the rest of the company who sat ( 
dow n did it with a reserve to their right, which they were at 
liberty to asseit on another occasion, and that Mrs Mary 
Ibpne, an old maid, was placed by the unanimous vote of the 
whole company at the upper euu of the table, from whence 
she had the confusion to behold several mothers of families 
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among ter tnfsnors The crimmal alleged m Ins defence, 
that what he had done was to raise mirth and avoid cere- 
mony, and that the ladies did not complain of his rudeness 
till the next morning, having eaten up what lie had provided 
_ ^for them with great readiness and alacrity The Censor frown- 
ing upon him told him that he ought not to discover so much 
levity in matters of a senous nature and (upon the jury’s 
bringing him in guilty) sentenced him to treat the whole 
assembly of ladies over again, and to take care that he did it 
with the decorum which was due to persons of their quality 
Bebecca Shapely, spinster, was indicted by Mrs Sard 
Smack, for speaking many words reflecting upon her reput- 
ation. and the heels of her silk slippers which the prisoner 
had maliciously suggested to he two mches higher than they 
really were The prosecutor urged, as an aggregation of 
.her guilt that the prisoner was herself guilty of the same 
kind of forgery which she had laid to the prosecutor s charge, 
for that she the said Beheeca Shapely did always w c ir a pair 
of steel bodice, and a false rump The Censor ordered the 
''slippers to he produced m open court where the heels were 
adjudged to he of the statutable size He then ordered the 
grand jury to search the criminal who after some tune spent 
therein, acquitted her of the bodice but found her guilty of 
the rump . upon which she received sentence as is usual m 
such cases 

TTilham Tnppitt, Esq , of the Middle Temple brought his 
action against the Ladv Elizabeth Prudelv lor having re- 
fused him her hand as he oS'ered to lead her to her coach 


from the opera The plaintifi set forth, that lie had entered 
himself mto the list ot those volunteers who officiate c\ery 
night behind the boxes as gentlemen-usliers of the play- 
house : that he had been at a considerable charge m white 
glo\es. periwigs and snuff-boxes in order to qualify lnm s elf 
for that employment, andm hopes of making Ins fortune by 
it The counsel for the defendant replied, that the plaintiff 
had given out that he was within a month of wedding their 
client, and that she had refused her hand to him m ceremony 
lest he should interpret it as a promise flint «lie would give 
it lum in marriage As soon as their pleadings on both <ude-> 
were finished, the Censor ordered the plaintiff to he cashiered 
from his office of gentleman-usher to the play-house since it 
was too plain that he lnd undertaken it with an ill de-ign , and 
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at the time ordered the defendant either to many the said 
plaintiff, or to pay him half-a-erown for the new pair of gloves 
and coach-hire that he was at the expense of in her service 
The Lady Townly brought an action of debt against Mrs. 
Flambeau, for that Mrs Flambeau had not been to see they, 
said Lady Townly, and wish her joy, since her marriage witn 
Sir Balph, notwithstanding she the said Lady Townly had 
paid Mr 3 Flambeau a visit upon her first coming to town 
It was urged m the behalf of the defendant, that the plaintiff 
had never given her any regular notice of her being in town , 
that the visit she alleged had been made on a Monday, 
which she knew was a day on which Mrs Flambeau was al- 
ways abroad, having set aside that only day m the week to 
mind the affairs of her family , that the servant who inquired 
whether she was at home, did not give the visiting knock ; 
tliat it was not between the hours of five and eight m the 


evening , that there were no candles lighted up , that it was 
not on Mrs Flambeau’s day, and, in short, that there was not 
one of the essential points observed that constitute a visit... 
She further proied by her porter’s book, which was produced; 
in court, that she had paid the Lady Townly a visit on the 
twenty-fourth day of March, just before her leaving the town, 
in the year 1709-10, for which she was still creditor to the 
said Lady Townly To this the plaintiff only replied, that 
she was now only under covert, and not liable to any debts 
contracted when she was a single woman Mr Bickerstaffe 
finding the cause to be very intricate, and that several points 
of honour were likely to arise in it, he deferred giving judg- 


ment upon it till the next session day, at which time he or- 
dered the ladies on Ins left hand to present to the court a 
tabic of all the laws relating to visits 

"Winifred Leer brought her action against Eichard Sly, for 
baling broken a marriage contract, and wedded another 
woman, after he had engaged himself to marry the said Wini-y- 
fred Leer She alleged, that he had ogled her twice at an * 
opera, thrice in St James’s church, and once at Powel’s 
puppet-show, at which time he promised her marriage by a 
tide-glance, as her friend could testify that sat by her Mr. 
Bickerstaffe finding that the defendant had made no further 
overture of love or marriage, but by looks and ocular engage- 
ment , yet at tlio same time considering how very apt such 
impudent seducers are to lead the ladies’ hearts astray, 
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ordered the criminal to stand upon tlie stage in the Hay- 
market, between each act of the next opera, there to be ex- 
posed to public view as a false ogler. 

Upon the rising of the court, Mr Bickerstaffe haling 
(taken one of these counterfeits in the very fact, as he was 
bgling a lady of the grand jury, ordered him to be seized, and 
prosecuted upon the statute of ogling He likewise directed 
the clerk of the court to draw up an edict against these 
common cheats, that make women believe they are distracted 
for them by staring them out of countenance, and often blast 
a lady’s reputation whom they never spoke to, by saucy looks 
and distant familiarities 

- [Sir Richard Steele assisted m this paper T ] 
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Continuation of the Journal of the Court of Honour, «tc. 

As soon as the court was sat, the ladies of the bench pre- 
sented, according to order, a table of all the laws now in 
force, relating to visits and \ lsiting days, methodically digest- 
ed under their respective heads, which the Censor ordered to 
be laid upon the table, and afterwards proceeded upon the 
business of the day 

Henry Heedless, Esq was. indicted by Colonel Touchy, of 
her Majesty’s trained bands upon an action of assault and 
battery, for that he the said Mr Heedless, haung espied 
a feather upon the shoulder of the said colonel, struck it off 
gently -with the end of a walking staff, -value three-pence It 
appeared, that the prosecutor did not think himself injured 
till a few days after the aforesaid blow was given him , but 
z that having ruminated with himself for several days, and 
conferred upon it with other officers of the militia, he con- 
cluded, that he had m effect been cudgelled by Mr. Heedless, 
and that he ought to resent it accordingly. The counsel for 
the prosecutor alleged, that the shoulder was the tenderest 
part in a man of honour ; that it had a natural antipathy to 
a stick, and that every touch of it, with anything made in 
the fashion of a cane, was to be interpreted as a wound in 
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that part, and a violation of the person’s honour who re- 
ceded it. Air. Heedless replied, that what he had done was 
out of kindness to the prosecutor, as not thinking it proper 
for lnm to appear at the head of the trained hands with a 
feather upon his shoulder , and further added, that the sticky 
he had made use of on this occasion was so very smaff that; 
the prosecutor could not have felt it, had he broken it on 
his shoulders The Censor hereupon directed the jury to 
examine into the nature of the staff, for that a great deal 
would depend upon that particular Upon which he ex- 
plained to them the different degrees of offence that might - 
he given by the touch of crab-tree from that of cane, and 
by the touch ot cane from that of a plain hazel stick The 
jui v after a short perusal of the staff declared their opinion 
by the mouth of their foreman, that the substance of the 
staff was British oak The Censor then observing that there 
yas some dust on the skirts of the criminal’ s coat, ordered 
the prosecutor to heat it off with his aforesaid oaken plant , 

“ And thus, (said the Censor.) I shall decide this - cause by 
the Ian of retaliation if Air Heedless did the colonel af 
good office, the colonel will, by this means, return it m kind , 
but if Air Heedless should at any time boast that he had 
cudgelled the colonel, or laid his staff over his shoulders, the 
colonel might boast m bis turn, that he has brushed Air 
Heedless s jacket, or (to use the phrase of an ingenious 
author) that he has rubbed him down with an oaken towel ” 
Benjamin Busy, of London, merchant, was indicted by 
Jasper Tattle, Esq, for having pulled out his watch, and 
looked upon it thrice, while the said Esquire Tattle was giv- 
ing him an account of the funeral of the said Esquire Tattle’s 
first wife The prisoner alleged m his defence, that he was 
going to buy stocks at the time when he met the prosecutor , 
and that, during the story of the prosecutor, the said c 
stocks rose above tu o per cent , to the great detriment o£^_, 
the prisoner The prisoner further brought several wit-n 
uesscs. that the said Jasper Tattle, Esq was a most notorious 
storv-teller, that before he met the prisoner, he had hinder- 
f d one of the prisoner’s acquaintance from the pursuit of his 
Jlauiitl business, with the account of his second marriage; 
andjkat he had detained another bv tlie button of his coat 
that very morning, till he had heard several witty sayings 
and contrivances of the prosecutor’s eldest son, who was a 
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i found they "were not looked upon as parts of speech m this 
‘ ' rammar All the verbs wanted the second person plural ; 

ie' participles ending all m ing or ed, which were marked 
j nth a particular accent There were no adverbs besides 
[ ca and nay. The same thrift was observed m the preposi- 
tions The conjunctions were only hem ! and ha ' and the 
y iteqections brought under the three heads of sighing, sob- 
c mg, and groaning There was at the end of the grammar 
r little nomenclature, called “ The Christian Man’s V oenbu- 
« ary.” which gave new appellations, or (if you will) Clms- 
e lah names to almost everything in life I replaced the 
look in the hand of the figure, not without admiring the 
; .unphcity of its garb, speech, and. behaviour 

- * Just opposite to this row of religions, there was a statue 
" iressed m a fool’s coat, with a cap of hells upon Ins head, 

- laughing and pointing at the figures that stood before him 
v This idiot is supposed to say in ms heart what David’s fool 
l did some thousands of years ago, and was therefore designed 

as a proper representative of those among ns who are called 
I, atheists and infidels by others, and free-thinkers bv them* 
s* selves 

"There were many other groups of figures which I did 
; not know the meaning of, but seeing a collection of both 
sexes turning their backs upon the company, and laying 
their heads very close together, I inquired alter their religion, 
and found that they called themselves the Philadelphians, 
or the family of love 

“ In the opposite corner there sat another little congrega- 
tion of strange figures, opening tlieir mouths as wide as they 
could gape, and distinguished by the title of ‘The sweet 
Singers of Israel * 

“I must not omit that in this assembly of wax there 
were several pieces that moved by clock-work, and gave 
great satisfaction to the spectators Behind the matron 
r there stood one of these figures, and behind Popery another, 

’ which, as the artist told us, were each of them the genius of 
the person they attended That behind Popcrv represented 
Persecution, and the other Moderation The"fir«t of these 
moi ed by secret springs towards a great heap ot dead bodies 
that lay piled upon one another at a considerable distance 
behind the principal figures There were written on the 
foreheads of these dead men several hard words, as Pro- 
ven. II. 5 
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Adamites Sabbatarians, Cameronians Muggletomans.Brown- 
)*t", Independents, Masonites. Camisars, and the like At 
the approach, of Persecution, it was so contrived, that as she 
lirld up her hloodv fiag, the whole assembly of dead men, 
hVe tho=e m the Rehearsal. started up and drew their swords y 
This a<= follov. ed by great elashings and noise, when, in the' 
mutt of the tumult, tiie figure of ^deration moved gently 
tov. ard- this new army, which, upon her holding up a paper 
m her hand, inscribed. * Liberty of Conscience,’ immediately 
fell into a lieap of carcasses remaining in the same quiet 
po'ture that they lay at first ’ 1 
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— Vcvat censura columbas Juv. 

A Continuation of the Journal of the Court of Honour, held 
in Shcrr Lane, on Monday the 27th of November, before ^ 
Isaac Bickerstaffe, Esq , Censor of Great Britain J 

Elixabeth MAeebate, of tbe parish of St Catherine s, 
spinster was indicted for surreptitiously taking away the 
liassoc from under the Ladj Grave- Airs, between the hours 
of four and file, on Sunday the 26th of November. The 
prosecutor deposed, that as she stood up to make a curtsev 
to a per-on oi quality in a neighbouring pew, the criminal 
com tied away the liassoc by stealth, insomuch that the pro- 
secutor was obliged to sit all the whole while she was at 
church, or to say her prayers in a posture that did not 
become a woman* of ber quality. The prisoner pleaded in- 
ad\ eriency , and tbe jury were gomg to bring it in chance- 
medley lud not several witnesses been produced a gain st tbe 
said lihxabcth Makebate. that she was an old offender, and 
a woman oi a bad reputation It appeared in particular,^ 
that on the Sunday before she had detracted from a new ; 
p< tticoat of Mr* Mary Doekttle. having said in the hearing 

1 T3 e ridicule in rius inimitable paper, on the several sects of religion, 
i' -'i poured r.-'d *tro"g, that the gravest reader canrot help lauehuur at 
i* , vet so guarded u.d chaste, at the same time, that no part of if is seen 
f-’i on reunion itse’f — It is to be lamented, that another of our mis, I 
m<‘i *, m the famous Tale of a Tub, was either not so discreet, or not so 
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b or of about five year;- of age Upon the whole matter. 
Sir. Biekerstrfie dismissed the accusation as frivolous and 
sentenced the pi executor to par damages to the prisoner for 
what the prisoner hid lost hr giving him so long and patient 
an hearing He further reprimanded the prosecutor very 
“severelv. and told him that if he proceeded in his usual 
manner to interrupt the business of mankind he w ould set 
a line upon Inin for every quarter of an hour s impertinence, 
and regulate the said fine according a 1 * the time of the per- 
son so injured should appear to he more or less pieciou 5 
Sir Paul Swash lit was indicted by Peter Double Gent , 
for not returning the bow which he received of the sud 
Peter Double, on "Wednesday the sixth instant, it the play- 
house m the Haymarket The prisoner denied the 1 eceipr of 
any such how and alleged in his defence, that the prosecutor 
would oftentimes look full m Ins face but that when he bowed 
to the said prosecutor, he would take no notice of it or how 
to somebody else that sat quite on the other side of him 
He likewise alleged, that several ladies had compl luied of 
the prosecutor, who after ogling them a quarter oi an hour 
upon then- making .a curtsey to him would not return the 
civility of a bow. "The Censor observing scvei.il glances of 
the prosecutors eve. and perceiving that when lie talked to 
the court he looked upon the jurv, found reason to suspeit 
that there was a wrong cast m ins sight, which upon ex- 
amination proved true The Censor therefore ordered the 
prisoner (that he might not produce any more confusions m 
public assemblies) never to bow to anybody whom he did 
not at the same time call to bv his name 

Oliver Bluff and Benjamin Browbeat, were indicted for 
going to fight a duel since the erection of the Court of 
Honour. It appeared, that they were both taken up in the 
street as they passed by the court, m their way to the fields 
behind Montague House The criminals would answer 
nothing for themselves, but that they were going to execute 
a challenge which had been made above a week before the 
Court of Honour was erected The Censor finding some 
reasons to suspect, (by the «turdiness of their behaviour,) 
that they were not so verv brave as they would have the 
court believ c them ordered them both to be searched by the 
grand jury, who found a breast-plate upon the one and' two 
quires of* paper upon the other The breast-plate was un« 
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mediately ordered to "be hung upon a peg over Mr Bicker- 
Ftaffe’s tribunal, and the paper to he laid upon the table lor 
the use of his clerk He then ordered the criminals to 
button up their bosoms, and, if they pleased, proceed to 
their duel. Upon -which they both vent very quietly out ot V 
the court, and retired to their respective lodgings 
The court then adjourned till alter the holidays 

Copia vera , 

Chaei.es Lxleie. 

[Sir Richard Steele assisted in this paper 1 T .] 
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Qui genus humanum uigenio superavit, et omnes 
Rcstmxit Stellas, exortus uti a therms sol Ltjcb. 

From my own Apartment, December 22. 

I have heard, that it is a rule among the conventuals of f 
several orders m the Eomish Church, to shut themselves up 
at a ceitam time of the year, not only from the -world in 
general but from the members of their own fraternity, and 
to pass awav several days by themselves in settling accounts 
between their Maker and their own souls, in cancelling un- 
repented crimes, and renewing their contracts of obedience 
for the future Such stated times for particular acts of de- 
i otion, or the exercise of certain religious duties, have been 
enjoined in all civil governments, whatever deity they wor- 
shipped or whatever religion they professed That which 
may be done at all times is often totally neglected and for- 
gotten, unless fixed and determined to some time more than 
another ; and therefore, though several duties may be suit- 
able to efery day of our lives, they are most likely to be 
pei formed, it come days are more particularly set apart for 
the practice of them ' Our Church has accordingly instituted' 
several seasons of devotion, when tune, custom, prescription, 

• When Mr Addison (whose invention, m matters of humour, was in- 
exhaustible) had started a good hint, his facetious coadjutor was nevet 
till he had run it down For the general character of the Tat- 
kt> on tbc Court of Honour, see the note on No 256. Yet, on the whole, 
it mu-st be ‘■aid, that, if Sir Richard had anj considerable bang m t hes e 
pipe's, be has acqiutted himself in them oetter than usual. 
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rf I may so say) the fashion itself! call upon a man to 
r nous and attentive to the great end of his being. 

’ are hinted in some former papers, that the greatest 
nsest of men m all ages and countries particularly in 
to ; and Greece, were renow ned for their piety and virtue 
of i t qow my intention to show how those in our own nation, 
y lave been unquestionably the most eminent for learning 
cnowledge were likewise the most eminent for their ad- 
ice to the religion of them country, 
night produce very shining examples from among the 
y , hut because priestcraft is the common cry of every 
hug empty scribbler, I shall show, that all the laymen 
have exerted a more than ordinary genius m their 
mgs, and were the glory of their times were men whose 
:s were filled with immortality, and the prospect of fu- 
rewards, and men who lived m a dutiful submission to 
,he doctrines of revealed religion 
shall in this paper only instance Sir Trancis Bacon, a 
i, who. for the greatness of genius and compass of 
wledge, did honour to lus hge and country. 1 could 
r ost say. to human nature itself. He possessed at once 
those extraordinary talents which were divided amongst 
greatest authors of antiquity. He had the sound dis- 
ct, comprehensive knowledge of Aristotle, with all the 
rntiful lights, graces, and embellishments of Cicero One 
es not know which to admire most m his writings, the 
•ength of reason, force of style, or brightness of unagm- 
ton 

This author has remarked, in several parts of his works, 
at a thorough insight into philosophy makes a good be- 
;ver, and that a smattering m it naturally produces such a 
ce of despicable infidels as the little profligate writers of 
le present age, whom (I must confess) I have always ac- 
ased to myself not so much for their want of faith as their 
■ant of learning 

I was infinitely pleased to find, among the works of this 
vtraordinary man, a prayer of his own composing which, for 
he ehnation of thought and greatness of expression. «cems 
•ather the deiotion of an angel than of a man His prin- 
cipal fault seems -to have been the excess of that virtue 
.vlucli covers a multitude of faults This betrayed him to 
>o great an indulgence towards his servants, w ho made a 
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corrupt use of it, that it stepped him of all those nches and 
honours -which a long series of merits had heaped upon him. 
But in this prayer, at the same time that -we find him pro- 
strating himself before the great mercy-seat, and humbled - 
under afflictions which at that tune lay heavy upon him , we\ 
vee him supported hy the sense of his integrity, his zealy* - 
his devotion, and his love to mankind, which give him a 
much higher figure in the minds of thinking men, than that 
greatness had done from which he was fallen. I shall heg 
leave to write down the prayer itself, with the title to it, as 
it was found among his Lordship’s papers, written in his own 
hand , not being able to furnish my reader with an enter- 
tainment more suitable to this solemn time. 

A PRATER Oil PSALM MAD E BT Mr LOED BACON, CHANCELLOR 

OP ENGLAND 

“ jVTost gracious Lord G-od, my merciful Bather; from 
my youth up, my Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter. 
Thou O Lord, soundest and searchest the depths ahd secrets 
of all hearts , thou acknowlddgest the upright of heart ; thou'-# 
judgest the hypocrite , thou ponderest men’s thoughts and 7 
doings as in a balance , thou measurest their intentions as 
w ith a hue , vanity and crooked ways cannot he hid from 
Tlice 

“ Remember, 0 Lord 1 how thy servant hath walked be- 
fore thee ; remember what I have first sought, and what 
hath been principal m my intentions I have loved thy 
assemblies, I have mourned for the divisions of thy church, 

I liai e delighted m the brightness of thy sanctuary This 
vine, -which thy right hand hath planted in this nation, I 
liai e e\ er prayed unto thee, that it might have the first and 
t the latter ram, and that it might stretch her branches to the 
seas, and to the floods The state and bread of the poor 
and oppressed have been precious in mine eyes , I have hated 
all cruel tv and hardness of heart , I have (though m a de-'W' 
spued -weed) procured the good of all men If any have/ 
been my enemies, I thought not of them, neither hath the 
sun almost set upon my displeasure , hut I have been as a 
dove free from superfluity of maliciousness Thy creatures 
hn\e been my hooks, hut thy Scriptures much more 1 have 
sought thee in the courts, fields, and gardens, hut I have 
found thee in thy temples 
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“Thousands have heen my sms, and ten thousands mv 
transgiessions, but thy sauchhcations have remained with me, 
and my heart (through thy grace) hath been an unquenched 
coal upon thine altar. 

“ O Lord, my strength 1 1 have since my youth met vv ith 
thee in all my ways, by thy fatherly compassions, by thy 
comfortable chastisements, and by thy most visible Provi- 
dence As thy favours have increased upon me so have thv 
corrections , so as thou hast been always near me O Lord ' 
And ever as my worldly blessings were exalted, so secret 
darts from thee have pierced me , and when I have asccndt d 
before men, I have descended in humiliation before thee A ml 


now when I thought most of peace and honour, thy lnml i- 
heavy upon me, and hath humbled me according to thv 
former loving-kindness, keepmg me still m thy fithcrly 
school, not as a bastard, but as a child Just are* thy judg- 
ments upon me for my sins, which are more m number than 
the sands of the sea, but have no proportion to thy mercies . 
for what are the sands of the sea ? Earth, heavens and ill 
1 these, are nothing to thy mercies Besides my innumerable 
sins I confess belore thee, that I am debtor to thee lor the 


gracious talent of thy gifts and graces, winch I have neitlu r 
put into a napkin, nor put it (as I ought) to exchanger- 
where it might have made best profit but mis-spent it in 
things for which I was least fit , so I may truly <=ay, mv 
soul hath been a stranger m the course ot mv pilgrimage. 
Be merciful unto me, 0 Lord, for my Saviour’s sake, and re- 
ceive me unto thy bosom, or guide ire in thy v av s, ” 


x 
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Non fumum ex fulgore, sed e\ fumo dare lucem 
Cogilat, ut speciosa dehinc miracula promat Hor 


1 have observed, that a reader seldom peruses a book 
with pleasure, till he knows whether the writer of it be a 
black or a fair man of a mild or choleric disposition, married 
or a bachelor, with other particulars of the like nature, that 
conduce v err much to the right understanding of an author. 
To gratifr this curiosity, which is so natural to a reader, L- 
de&jgn this paper and my next as prefatory discourses to my' 1 


1 Of the three periodical papers, in which Mr Addison was happily in- 
duced to hear a part, the only one which was planned by himsell * was 
the Spectator, And how infinitely superior is the contrivance of it to 
that of the oilier two 1 

The notion of a club, on which it is formed, not onlj gave a dramatic 
nr to the Spectator, but a sort of umtj to the conduct of u , as it tied to- 
gether the several papers into what maj be called one work, by the refer- 
ent* the-v all have to the «ame common design 
1 hti design, too, was so well digested from the first, that nothing occurs 
iftp-wards (when the diameters come out and show themselves at full 
length, in the course of the work) for which we are not prepared, by the 
general outline of them, as presented to us mthe introductory papers, so 
lint, ifwc did not know the contrary, we might suspect that these papers, 
lil e the preface to a book, had been written after the whole was printed 
off, and not before a syllable of it v as composed Such was the effect of 
the original plan, and the care of its author, 

“ Pnmo ne medium, medio ne diccrepet imum ' ” '' 1 

As for his coadjutor. Sir Richard Steele, he knew the world, or rather 1 * 
what is called the town, well, and had a considerable fund of wit and 
humour ; but his wit was often forced, and his humour ungraceful, not 
but li 1 " style would give this appearance to each, bemgat once incorrect 
m.d heavy. His graver papers are universally hard, and' laboured, though, 
at the- same itrne, su| trhcial Some better writers contributed, occa- 
‘-.orally, to carry on tins work , but its success was, properly, owing to 
the matchless pen of Mr Add-on 

• Mr Tic«.ell sjrj, it was project'd in concert v itli Sir Rtf hard Steele, which comes 
to t’ - ur{ thins 
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following writings, and stall give some account m them of 
the several persons that are engaged in this work As the 
chief trouble of compiling, digesting, and correcting will fall 
to my share, I must do myself the justice to open the work 

/ with my own history 

^ I was bom to a small hereditary estate, which, according 
to the tradition of the village where it lies, was bounded by 
the same hedges and ditches m "William the Conqueror’s time 
that it is at present, and has been delivered down from father 
to son whole and entire, without the loss or acquisition of a 
single field or meadow, during the space of six hundred years 
There runs a story m the family, that when my mother was 
gone with child of me about tliree months she dreamt that 
she v as brought to bed of a judge whether tips might pro- 
ceed from a law-suit which was then de pend mg m the family, 
or my father’s being a justice of the peace, I cannot deter- 
mine „ for I am not so vain as to think it pr esaged any dig- 
nity that I should amve at m my future life, though that 
was the interpretation which the neighbourhood put upon it 

^ The gravity of my behaviour at my very first appearance in 
the world, -and all the time that I sucked, seemed to favour 
my mother’s dream for, as she has often told me, I threw 


away my rattle before I was two months old, and would 
not make use of my coral till they had taken away the bells 
from it , 

As for the rest of my infancy, there being nothing m it re- 
maikable, I shall pass it over m silence I find, that during 
my non-age, I had the reputation of a very sullen youth, but 
was always a favourite of my school-master, who used to say, 
that my parts were solid, and would wear we ll I had not 
been long at the university, before I distinguished myself by 
a most profound silence , for during the space of eight years, 
excepting m the publ ic exercise s of the college, I scarce ut- 
tered the quantity of an hundred words , and indeed do not 
^"remember that I ever spoke three sentences together m my 
whole life "Whilst I was m this learned body, I applied 
myself with so much diligence to my studies, that there are 
very few celebrated books, either m the learned or modem 
tongues, which I am not acquainted with 

TJpon the death of my father, I was resolved to travel into 
foreign countries, and therefore left the university with the 
character of an odd, unaccountable fellow, that had a great 
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deal of learning, if I -would "but show it Ad insatiable thirst 
after knowledge carried me into all the countries of Europe 
in which thereVas anything new or strange to be seen : nay, 
to such a degree was my curiosity raised, that bating read, 
the controversies of some great men concerning the antiqui-)^,- 
tie- of Bgvpt I made a voyage to Grand Cairo, on purpose to 
take the "measure of a pyramid and as soon as I had set 
my=elf right m that particular, returned to my native country 
with great satisfaction. 

I have parsed my latter years in this city, where I am fre- 
quently seen in most public places, though there are not 
above half a dozen of my select friends that know me; of 
whom my next paper shall give a more particular account. 
There is’ no place of general resort, wherein I do not often 
make my appearance, sometimes I am seen thrusting my 
head into a round of politicians at "Will’s, and listening with . 
great attention to the narratives that are made in those little 
circular audiences Sometimes I smoke a pipe at C hild’s , 
and whilst I seem attentive to nothing but the postman. . 
overhear the conversation of every table in tbe room. I ap-' 
-pear on Sunday nights at St. ".James’s Coffee-house, and 
sometimes join the little committee of polities in tbe inner 
Toom as one who comes there to hear and improve. Aly face 
1*1 likewise very well known at tbe Grecian, the Cocoa-Tree, 
and in the theatres both of Drury Dane and tbe Hay- 
market. I have been taken for a merchant upon tbe Bx- 
< hange for above these ten years, and sometimes pass for a 
•Tew in the assembly of stock-jobbers at Jonathan’s: in 
‘•hort, wherever 1 see a cluster oi people, I always mix with 
them though 1 never open my lips hut in my own club. 

Thus I live in the world rather as a Spectator of mankind 
than as one of the species , by which means I have made my- 
Klf a speculative statesman, soldier, merchant, and artisan, 
without ei it meddling with any practical part in life I am , 
•very well verged m the theory of a husband or a father, and T 
cun discern the errors in the economy, business, and diversion 
of other- better than those who are engaged in them; as 
stnnder — bv di-cover plots, which are apt to escape those 
v.ho are in the game I never espoused any part with no- 
1' ace and am icsohed to observe an exact neutrality be- 
tvt.n the T\ higs and Tones unless I shall be forced to 
declare myself by the hostilities of either side In short I 
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Lave acted m all the parts of my life as a looker-on, which is 
the character I intend to preserve in this paper 
I have given the reader just so much of my historv and 
character, as to let him see I am not altogether unqualified 
~~x for the business I have undertaken As for other particulars 
In my life and adventures. I shall insert them in following 
papers, as I shall see occasion In the mean time when I 
consider how much I have seen, read, and heard, I "begin to 
blame my own tacitu rnity , and since I have neither time 
nor inclination to communicate the fulness of my heart m 
speech, I am resolved to do it in writing and to print myself 
out, if possible, before I die I have been often told by my 
friends, that it is pity so many useful discoveries which I 
have made should he in the possession of a silent man For> 
tlus reason therefore, I shall publish a sheet-full of thoughts 
every morning for the benefit of my contemporaries ; and if 
I can any way contribute to the diversion or improvement 
of the country m which I live, I shall leave it, when I am 
summoned out of it, with the secret satisfaction of thinking 
* that I have not lived in Tarn 

There are three very material points which I have not 
spoken to in this paper, and whien, for several important 
reasons, I must keep to myselfj at least for some time I 
mean an account of my name, my age, and my lodgings I 
must confess, I, would gratify my reader in anything that is 
reasonable, hut as for these three particulars though I am 
sensible they might tend veiy much to the embellishment of 
my pa^er. I cannot yet come to a resolution of communi- 
cating them to the public They would indeed draw me out 
of that obscunty which I have enjoyed for many years and 
expose me in public places to several salutes and civilities 
'winch have been always very disagreeable to me , for the 
'greatest pain I can suffer is the being talked to, and bemg 
stared at It is for this reason likewise, that I keep my 
complexion and dress as very great secrets , though it is not 
impossible, but I may make discoveries of both m the pro- 
gress of the work I Save undertaken 

After having been thus particular upon myself, I shall in 
to-morrow’s paper give an account of those gentlemen who 
are concerned with me in this work , for, as I have before 
intimated, a plan of it is laid and concerted (as all other 
matters of importance are) in a club However, as m T 
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friends liave engaged me to stand in the front, those who have 
a mind to correspond with me, may direct their letters to the 
SPECTATOR? at Mr Buckley’s, in Litt le ^Brit ain Bor I 
must further acquaint the reader, that though our dub meets , 
only on Tuesdays and Thursdays, we have appointed a Com- 
mittee to sit every night, lor the inspection ol all such papers 
as may contribute to the advancement of the public weal. 


Ko. 2 PREDAY, MARCH 2. 


— Ast aln sex 

Et plures, uno condamant ore 


Juv 


The first of our society is a gentleman of 'Worcestershire, 
of ancient descent, a baronet, his name Sir Roger de Coverly. 
His great-grandfather was inventor of that famous country- 
dance v Inch is called after him . All who know that shire, 
are very ucll acquamted with the parts and merits of Sir * 
Roger He is a gentleman that is veiy singular in his ' 
behaviour, but his singularities proceed from his good sense, 
and are contradictions to the manners of the w orld, only as 
he thinks the world is in the wrong. However, this humour 
creates him no enemies, for he does nothing with sourness 
or obstinacy , and his being unconfined to inodes and forms, 
makes him hut the readier and more capable to please and 
oblige all “who know him When he is in town, he lives in. 
Soho Square It is said he keeps himself a bachelor by 
reason he uas crossed m love by a perverse beautiful widow 
of the nest county to him. Before this disappointment, Sir 
Ro^er was v liat you call a fine gentleman, had often supped 
mth my Lord Rochester and Sir George Etherege, fought 
a duel upon his first coming to town, and kicked Bully 
Dawson in a public coffee-house for calling him youngster. ■-« 
Jjut being ill used by the above-mentioned widow, he was J 
'cry serious for a } ear and a half; and though, his temper 
cing naturally jovial, he at last got over it, he grew careless 
ot himself, and never dressed afterwards He continues to 
" c ?f a a !?d doublet of the same cut that were in fashion 

•• ie an i of Lis repulse, nhich, m his merry humours, he 
f 3 ja3 been m and out twelve times since he first wore 
.Us said. Sir Roger grew humble in his desires after he 
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had forgot this cruel beauty, insomuch that it is reported he 
has frequently offended in point of chastity with beggars and 
gypsies but this iS looked upon by his friends rather as 
matter of raillery than truth He is now m his fifty-sixth 
-X. year, cheerful, gay, and hearty, keeps a good house both m 
' town and country , a great lover of mankind , but there is 
such a mirthful cast in his behaviour, that he is rather be- 
loved than esteemed his tenants grow nch, his servants 
look satisfied all the young women profess love to him, and 
the young men are glad of his company • when he come® 
into a house, he calls the servants by their names, and talks 
all the way upstairs to a visit I must not omit, that Sir 
Roger is a justice of the quorum , that he fills the chair at a 
quarter-session with great abilities, and three months ago 
gained universal applause by exp laining a passage in the 
game act 

The gentleman next m esteem and authority among us, is 
another bachelor, who is a member of the Inner Temple , a 
^ man of great probity, wit, and understanding , but he has 
chosen his place of residence rather to obey the direction of 
an old humoursome father, than m pursuit of his own in- 
clinations He was placed there to study the laws of the 
land, and is the most learned of any of the house m those of 
the stage Aristotle and Longinus are much better under- 
stood by him than Littleton or Coke The father sends up 
every post questions relating to mamage-articles, leases, and 
tenures m the neighbourhood , all which questions he agrees 
with an attorney to answer and take care of in the lump He 
is studying the passions themselves, when he should Ibe in- 
quiring nrto the debates among men which arise from them 
He knows the argument of each of the orations of Demos- 
thenes and Tully, but not one case in the reports of our own 
courts Ho one ever took him for a fool , but none, except 
his intimate friends, know he has a great deal of wit Tins 
, turn makes him at once both disinterested and agreeable . as 
few of his thoughts are drawn from business, they are most 
of them fit for conversation His .taste of books is a little 
too just for the age he lives m ; he has read all, but approves 
of very few. His familiarity with the customs, manners, 
actions, and writings of the ancients, makes him a 1 ery deli- 
cate observer of what occurs to him m the present world 
He is an excellent critic, and the time of the play is his hour 
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of business: exactly at five lie passes through Hew Inn, 
crosses through Russel Court, and takes a turn at "Will’s till 
the play begins • he has his shoes rubbed and bis peril wig 
povrdered at the barber’s as you go into the Rose. It is for 
the good of the audience when he is at a play, for the actors 
have an ambition to please him. _ ^ 

The person of next consideration is Sir Andrew Preeport, 
a merchant of great eminence in the city of London , a per- 
son of indefatigable industry, strong reason, and great expe- 
rience His notions of trade are noble and generous, and 
(as cv ery ncli man has usually some sly way of jesting, which 
would make no great figure were be not a nch man) be calls 
the sea the British Common He is acquainted with com- 
merce in all its parts, and will tell you it is a stupid and 
barbarous way to extend dominion by arms , for true power 
is to be got by arts and industiy He will often argue, that 
if tins part of our trade were well cultivated, we should gain 
from one nation, and if another, from another. I nave 
beard him prove, that diligence makes more lasting acquisi- 
tions than valour, and that sloth lias ruined more nations / 


than the sword He abounds in several frugal maxims, 
amongst which the greatest fa\ ourite is “ A penny saved is 
a pennj got ” A general trader of good sense is pleasanter 
company than a general scholar ; and Sir Andrew having a 
liatuial unaffected eloquence, the perspicuity of bis discourse 
gives the same pleasure that wit would m another man. He 
lias made lus fortunes himself; and says that England may be « 
richer than other kingdoms, by as plain methods as be 
himself is richer than other men . though at the same time 
I can say this of him, that there is not a point in the com- 
pass but blows home a ship in which he is an owmer. 

If ext to Sir Andrew m the club-room sits Captain Sentry, 
a gentleman of great courage and understanding, but invin- 
cible modesty He is one of those that deserve very well, 
but are very awkward at putting their talents within the ob- T 
'•enation oi such as should take notice of them He was ' 


some v ears a captain, and behaved himself with great gal- 
lantry in several engagements and at several sieges, hut hav- 
ing a email estate of his own, and being next heir to Sir Roger, 
Ik has quitted a way of life in which no man can rise suit- 
ablv to Ins merit, who is not something of a courtier as well 
as a soldier I have heard him often lament, that m a pro- 
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fession where merit is placed in so conspicuous a view, im- 
pudence should get the better of modesty "When he has 
talked to this purpose, I never heard him make a sour ex- 
pression, but frankly confess that he left the world because 
' X he was not fit for it A strict honesty, and an even regular 
behaviour, are in themselves obstacles to him that must press 
through crowds who endeavour at the same end with him- 
self the favour of a commander. He will, however, m his 
wav of talk, excuse generals for not disposing according to 
men’s desert, or inquiring into it : for, says he, that great, 
man who has a mind to help me, has as many to break 
through to come at me, as I have to come at him therefore 
he will conclude, that the man who would make a figure, 
especially in a military way, must get over all false modesty, 
and assist his patron against the importunity of other pre- 
tenders, by a proper assurance m his own vindication He 
says it is a civil cowardice to be backward in asserting what 
you ought to expect, as it is a miktaryfear to be slow m at- 
tacking when it is your duty "With this candour does the 
gentleman speak of himself and others The same frank- 
ness runs through all his conversation The military part 
of his life has furnished him with many adventures, m the 
relation of which he is very agreeable to the company , for 
he is never overbearing, though accustomed to command 
men m the utmost degree below him , nor ever too obseqmous, 
from an habit of obeying men highly above lum 

But that our society may not appear a set of humourists 
unacquainted with the gallantries and pleasures of the age, 
we have among us the gallant Will Honeycomb, a gentle- 
man who, according to his years, should be in the decline of 
his life, but having ever been very careful of his person, and 
always had a very easy fortune, time has made but very little 
impression, either by wrinkles on his forehead or traces m 
^ his brain His person is well turned, of a good height He 
is very ready in that sort of discourse with which men usu- 
ally entertain women. He has all his life dressed very well, 
ana remembers habits as others do men He can smile when 
one speaks to him, and laughs easily He knows the history 
of every mode, and can inform you from which of tho 
French king’s wenches our wives and daughters had this 
manner of curling their hair, that way of placing their hoods; 
whose frailty was covered by such a sort of petticoat, and 
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\rhosc vanity to stow ter foot made that part of the dress 
so short in suet a year : in a word, all his conversation and 
knowledge has teen m the female world. As otter men of 
his age will take notice to you what suet a minister said up- 
on suet and sucli an occasion, he will tell you when the 
Duke of Monmouth danced at court such a woman was then' 
smitten, another was taken with him at the head of his troop 
in the park. In all these important relations, he has et er 
about the same time received a kind glance or a blow of a 
fan from some celebrated beauty, mother of the present 
Lord such-a-one. If you speak of a young commoner that 
said a lively thing in the house, he starts up, "‘He has good 
blood in his veins: Tom Mirabel begot him: the rogue 
cheated me in that affair : that young fellow's mother used 
me more like a dog than any woman I ever made advances 
to." 1 This way oi talking of his very much enlivens the 
conversation among us ol a more sedate turn ; and I find 
there is not one of the company, but myself, who rarely 
speak at all, but speaks of him as of that sort of man who / 
is usually called a well-bred fine gentleman To conclude 
his character, w here women are not concerned, he is an 
honest, worthy man 

I cannot tell whether I am to account him whom I am 


next to speak of as one of our company , for he visits us but 
seldom • but when he does, it adds to every man else a new 
enjoyment of himself He is a clergyman, a very philosophic 
man. of general learning, great sanctity of life, and the most 
exact breeding He has the misfortune to be of a very weak 
constitution, and consequently cannot accept of such cares 
and business as preferments mhis function would oblige him 
to : he is therefore, among divines, what a chamber-counsellor 
is among lawyers The probity of his mind and the inte- 
grity of his life, create him followers as being eloquent or 
loud advances others He seldom introduces the subject he 
Fpeaks upon: hut we are so far gone in years, that he 
obsenes -when he is among us an earnestness to have him 
tall on e omc divine topic, which he always treats with much 
authority, as one who has no interests in this world, as one 
who h hastening to the object of all his wishes, and conceive 1 ? 
hope from his decays and infirmities These are my or dinar y 
companions 1 



1 ’1 touch this paper, in former editions, is not marked with any letter 
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JSTo 3 SATURDAY, MARCH 3 


Quoi qmsque fere studio devirfctns adhseret * 

'X Aut quibus in rebus multbin sum us ante morati 

Atque in qua ratione fmt contenta magis mens; 

In somms eadem plerumque ndemur obire Luck I iv. 

Iv one of my late rambles, or ratber speculations, I looked 
into the great hall where the Bank is kept, and was not a 
little pleased to see the directors, secretaries, and clerks, with 
all the other members of that wealthy corporation, ranged in 
their several stations, according to the parts they act in that 
just and regular (Economy This revived m my memory the 
many discourses which I had both read and heard concerning 
the decay of public credit, with themethods of restoring it, and 
which in my opinion hare always been defective, because they 
have always been made with an eye to separate interests and 
party principles 

The thoughts of the day gave mj mind employment for 
the whole night, so that I fell insensibly into a kind of me- 
thodical dream which disposed all my contemplations into a 
vision or allegory or what else the reader shall please to call it 
Methoughts 1 I returned to the great hall, where I had 
been the morning before, but, to my surprise, instead of the 
company that I left there, I saw towards the tipper end of 
the hall a beautiful virgin seated on a throne of gold Her 
name (as they told me) was Public Credit The walls, in- 
stead of being adorned with pictures and maps, were hung 
with many Acts of Parliament written in golden letters At 
the upper end of the hall was the Magna Charta with the 
Act ot Uniformity on the right hand, and the Act of Tolera- 
tion on the left At the lower end of the hall was the Act 
of Settlement, which was placed full m the eye of the vir- 
_^gin that sat upon the throne Both the sides of the hal- 
were covered with such Acts of Parliament as had been madt 
for the establishment of public funds The lady seemed to 

of the •word CLIO, by which Mr Addison distinguished his performances 
it was thought necessary to insert it, as containing characters of the 
several persons mentioned m the whole course of this work The cha- 
racters were concerted with Mr Addison; and the draught of them, Li 
th.s paper, I suppose touched by him 

1 Hethouahts ] Bather Methovqht for yfet/nnks (though the com- 
position seems strange) is a Terb, of n Inch methoughl is the prcterpcrfect. 
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tet an unspeakable value upon these several pieces of furni- 
ture, insomuch that she often refreshed her eye with them, 
and often smiled with a secret pleasure as she looked upon 
them ; hut, at the same tune, showed a very particular un- 
easiness, if she saw anything 1 approachmg that might hurt )n 
them She appeared, indeed, infinitely timorous in all her 
behaviour ; and, whether it was from the delicacy of her con- 
stitution, or that she was troubled with vapours, as I was 
afterwards told by one who I found was none of her well- 
wishers, she changed colour and startled at everything she 
heard She was likewise (as I afterwards found) a greater 
valetudinarian than any I had ever met with, even in her own 
sex, and subject to such momentary consumptions, that, in 
the twinkling of an eye, she would fall away from the most 
florid complexion, and the most healthful state of body, and 
wither into a skeleton Her recov enes were often as sudden 
as her decays, insomuch that she would revive in a mo- 
ment out of a wasting distemper, into a habit of the highest 
health and vigour 

I had eery soon an opportunity of observing these quick * 
turns and changes m her constitution There sat at her 
feet a couple of secretaries, who received every hour letters 
from all parts of the world, which the one or the other ot 
them was perpetuallv reading to her , and. according to the 
news she heard, to which she was exceedingly attentic e, she 
changed colour, and discovered many symptoms of health or 
sickness 

Behind the throne was a prodigious heap of hags of money, 
which w ere piled upon one another so high, that they touched 
the ceiling The floor, on her right hand and on her left, was 
courtd with vast sums of gold that rose up m pyramids on 
either side of her. but this 1 did not so much wonder at, when 
I heard upon inquiry, that she had the same virtue in her 
touch, winch the poets tell us a Lydian king was formerly'- ^ 
possessed of, and that she could convert whatever she f 
pleased into that precious metal 

After a little dizziness, and confused hurry of thought, 
which a man often meets with m a dream metbouglits'thc 
hall was alaimed, the doors flew open, and there entered half 
n dozen of the most hideous phantoms that I had ever seen 
(cj en m a dream) before that tune They came in two by two, 

1 Anything.] It should be something. 
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though matched m the most dissociable maimer, and mingled 
together in a kind of dance It would be tedious to describe 
their habits and persons, for which reason I shall only inform 
my reader, that the first couple were Tyranny and Anarchv, 
i the second -were Bigotry and Atheism , the third, the genius 
■’ \if a commonwealth and a young man of about twenty-two 
years of age, whose name I could not learn He had a sword 
in his right hand, which m the dance he often brandished 
at the Act of Settlement , and a citizen, who stood by me, 
whispered in my ear, that he saw a spunge in his left hand. 
The dance of so many jarring natures put me in mind of 
the sun, moon, and earth m the [Rehearsal, that danced to- 
gether for no other end but to eclipse one another 
The reader will easily suppose, by what has been befoie 
said, that the lady on the throne would have been almost 
frighted to distraction, had she seen but anv one of these 
spectres , what then must have been her condition when she 
saw them all m a body ? She fainted and died away at the 
sight 

/'* Et nequejam color est nusto candore rubori , 

Nec vigor, et Tires, et qu® modi visa placebant, 

Eec corpus remanet — 0\ Met Jib m 

There was a great change m the hill of money bags and 
the heaps of money , the former shrinking and falling nito 
so many empty bags, that I now found not above a tenth 
part of them had been filled with money The rest that took 
up the same space, and made the same figure as the bags that 
were really filled with money, had been blown up with air, 
and called into my memory the bags full of wind, which 
Homer tells us his hero recen ed as a present from iEolus 
The great heaps of gold, on either side the throne, now ap- 
peared to be only heaps of paper or little piles of notched 
sticks, bound up together m bundles, lilte Bath faggots 
, "Whilst I was lamenting this sudden desolation that had 
- •'been made before me, the whole scene vanished in the room 
of the frightful spectres, there now entered a second dance of 
apparitions very agreeably matched together, and made up of 
very amiable phantoms The first pair was Liberty with Mon- 
archy at her right hand , the second was Moderation leading 
in Beligion ; and the third, a person whom I had never seen, 
with the genius of Great Britain At the first entrance the 
lady revived, the bags swelled to their former bulk, the 
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pile of faggots, and heaps of paper, changed into pyramids of 
guineas . and, for my own part, I was so transported with 
my, that I awaked, though, I must confess, I would fam have 
Fallen asleep again to have closed my vision, if I could have 
done it. 


]S T o 5 TUESDAY, MARCH 6. 

Spectatum admissi nsum teneatis ? Hon. 

An opera may he allowed to he extravagantly lavish in its 
decorations, as its only design is to gratify the senses, and 
keep up an indolent attention in the audience Common 
sense, however, requires, that there should he nothmg m the 
scenes and machines which may appear childish and absurd 
How would the wits of King Charles’s time have laughed to 
have seen Nicolini exposed to a tempest in rohes of ermine, 
and sailing in an open boat upon a sea of pasteboard 1 What 
a field of railleiy would they have been let into, had they 
been entertained with painted dragons spitting wildfire, en- 
chanted chariots drawn by Plunders mares, and real cascades 
in artificial landscapes 1 A little skill in criticism would in- 
form us, that shadows and realities ought not to be mixed 
together in the same piece , and that the scenes which are 
designed as the representations of ndture, should be filled 
with resemblances, and not with the things themselves If 
one would represent a wide champaign country filled with 
herds and flocks, it would be ridiculous to draw the countrj* 
only upon the scenes, and to crowd several parts of the stage 
with sheep and oxen This is joining together inconsistencies, 
and making the decoration partly real and partly imaginary 
[ would recommend what I have here said to the direclois, 
is well as to the admirers, of our modem opera 
As I was walking in the streets about a fortnight ago, I saw)*’ 
in ordinary fellow carrying a cage full of little birds upon 
his shoulder , and, as I was wondering with myself what use 
he would put them to, he was met very luckily by an ac- 
quaintance, who had the same curiosity. Upon his asuing 
him what he had upon his shoulder, he told him, that he had 
been buying sparrows for the opera Sparrows for the opera ! 
sajs his fnend, licking his bps , what, are they to be roasted ? 



No. 5. THE SPECXATOE 2'* 

No, no, says the other ; they are to enter towards the end « 
the first act, and to fly about the stage 

This strange dialogue awakened my curiosity so far, t • 

I immediately bought the opera, by which means I perceive! 
the sparrows were to act the part of singing birds m a dc 
lightful grove ; though, upon a nearer inquiry, I found the 
sparrows put the same trick upon the audience, that Sir 
Martin Mar-all practised upon his mistress; for, though 
they flew in sight, the music proceeded from a consort of 
flagelets and bird-calls which were planted behind the scenes 
At the same time I made this discovery, I found, by the 
discourse of the actors, that there were great designs on foot 
for the improvement of the opera ; that it had been proposed 
to break down a part of the wall, and to surprise the au- 
dience with a party of an hundred horse : and that there was 
actually a project of bringing the New Biver into the house, 
to he employed in jetteaus and water-works This project, 
as I have since heard, is postponed till the summer season , 
when it is thought the coolness that proceeds from fountains 
y. and cascades will he more acceptable and refreshing to 
people of quality In the mean time, to find out a more 
agreeable entertainment for the winter season, the opera of 
Binaldo is filled with thunder and lightning, illuminations 
and fire-works ; which the audience may look upon without 
catching cold, and indeed without much danger of being 
burnt ; for there are several engines filled with water, and 
ready to play at a minute’s warning, in case any such acci- 
dent should happen. However, as I have a very great 
friendship for the owner of this theatre, I hope that he has 
been wise enough to insure his house before he would let 
this opera he acted in it. 

It is no wonder that those scenes should he veiy sur- 
prising, which were contrived by two poets of different na- 
tions, and raised by two magicians of different seres Armida 
4r(as we are told in the argument) was an Amazonian en- 
chantress and poor Signior Cassam (as we learn from the 
persons represented) a Christian conjuror (3Iago Chris- 
tiano) I must confess I am very much puzzled to find how 
an Amazon should be versed in the black art , or how a good 
Christian (for such is the part of the magician) should deal 
with the devil 

To consider the poets after the conjurors, I shall give you 

VOL. iz. B 
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a taste of the Italian, from the first lines of Ins preface : 
Eccoti, benigno leltore, un parto di poche sere, che se ben nato 
di nolle, non e pero aborto di tenebre, ma si fara conoscere 
figholo (T Apollo con qualche raggio di Parnasse “ Behold, 
gentle reader, the birth of a few evenings which, though it \ 
be the offspring of the night, is not the abortive of darkness,-^' 
but will make itself known to be the son of Apollo, with a 
certain ray of Parnassus ” He afterwards proceeds to call 
Mynheer Hendel the Orpheus of our age, and to acquaint 
us in the same sublimity of stvle, that he composed this 
opera m a fortnight Such are the wits to whose tastes w e 
so ambitiously conform ourselves The truth of it is, the 
finest writers among the modem Italians express themselves 
in such a florid form of words, and such tedious circumlocu- 
tions, as are used by none but pedants in our own country , 
and at the same time fill their writings with such poor ima- 
ginations and conceits, as our youths are ashamed of before 
they have been two years at the university Some may be 
apt to think that it is the difference of genius w hich pro- 
duces this difference in the works of the two nations, but*^ 
to show there is nothing in this, if we look into the writings 
of the old Italians, such as Cicero and Virgil, we shall find 
that the English writers, m their way of thinking and ex- 
presbUig themselves, resemble those authors much more 
than the modem Italians pretend to do And as for the 
poet himself, from whom the dreams of this opera are taken, 

I must entirely agree with Monsieur Boileau, that one verse 
m Virgil is worth all the clinquant or tinsel of Tasso 
But to return to the sparrows; there hate been so many 
flights of them let loose in this opera, that it is feaTed the 
house will ne\er get nd of them ; and that m other plajs 
they make their entrance in very wrong and impropei scenes, 
so as to be seen flying in a lady’s bed-chamber, or perching 
upon a king’s throne , besides the inconveniences which the 
heads of the audience may sometimes suffer from them 
am credibly informed, that there was once a design of casting 
into an opera the story of Whittington and his cat and that 
m order to it there had been got together a great quantity 
of mice, but Mr Rich. the proprietor of the playhouse, 
\ery prudently considered, that it would be impossible for 
the cat to kill them all, and that consequently the princes 
of the stage might be as much infested with mice, as the 
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pnnce of the island was before the cat’s arrival upon it , for 
which reason he would not permit it to he acted in his 
house And indeed I cannot blame him for, as he said 
very well upon that occasion, I do not hear that any of the 
performers in our opera pretend to equal the famous pied 
piper, who made all the mice of a great town m Germany 
follow lns.music, and by that means cleared the place of 
those httle noxious animals 

Before I dismiss tlus paper, I must inform my reader, 
that I hear there is a treaty on foot with London and "Wise 
(who 11111 be appointed gardeners of the playhouse) to turn- ( 
isb the opera ot Rinaldo and Armida with an orange-grove , " 
ana that the next time it is acted, the singing birds will be 
personated by tom-tits the undertakers being resolved to 
spare neither pains nor money for the gratification of the 
audience 


> No 7 THURSDAY, MARCH S 


Somnia, terrores magicos, miracula, sagas, 

Koctumos lemures, portent ague Thessala ndes ? Hon 

Goutg yesterday to dine with an old acquaintance, I had 
the misfortune to find his whole family very much dejected 
Upon asking him the occasion of it, he told me that his wife 
had dreamt a strange dream the night before, wluch they 
were afraid portended some misfortune to themselves or to 
their children At her coming into the room, I obsened a 
settled melancholy in her countenance, which I should have 
been troubled for, had I not heard from whence it proceeded 
AYe were no sooner sat down, but, after having looked upon 
me a httle while, “My dear ” says she, turning to her hus- 
4fband, “ you may now see the stranger that was in the can- 
dle last night ” Soon after this, as they began to talk of 
family affairs, a little boy at the lower end of the table told 
her. that he was to go into join-hand on Thursday ‘ Thurs- 
day 1 ” says she ‘ No, child, if it please God, you shall not 
begin upon Childermas-day : tell j our writing mastei that 
Friday will be soon enough ” I was reflecting with myself 
on the oddness of her fancy, and wondering that anybody 
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would establish it as a rule to lose a day in every week In 
the midst of these my musmgs, she desired me to reach her 
a little salt upon the point of my knife, which I did m such 
a trepidation and hurry of obedience, that I let it drop by . 
the way , at which she immediately startled, and said it fell 
towards her. Upon this Hooked very blank ; and observing'-^’ 
the concern of the whole table, began to consider myself, 
with some confusion, as a person that had brought a disaster 
upon the family. The lady, however recovering herself 
alter a little space, said to her husband, with a sigh, “ My 
dear, misfortunes never come single ” My friend, I found, 
acted but an under part at his table, and being a man of 
more good-nature than understanding, thinks himself obliged 
to fall in with all the passions and humours of his yoke-iel- 
low. “Do not yon remember, child,” says she, “that the 
pigeon-house fell the very afternoon that our careless wench 
spilt the salt upon the table ?” “Yes,” says he, “my dear ; 
and the nest post brought us an account of the battle of 
Almanza ” The reader may guess at the figure I made, 
after having done all this mischief I despatched my dinner /\ 
as soon as I could, with my usual taciturnity , when, to my 
utter confusion, the lady seeing me quitting my knife and 
fork and laying them across one another upon my plate, 
desired me that I would humour her so far as to take them 
out oi that figure, and place them side hy side "What the 
absurdity was which I had committed I did not know, hut I 
suppose there was some traditionary superstition in it ; and 
therefore m obedience to the lady of the house, I disposed 
of my knife and fork in two parallel lines, which is the 
figure I shall always lay them in for the future, though I do 
not know any reason for it 

It is not difficult for a man to see that a person has con- 
ceived an aversion to him. Dor my own part, I quickly 
found, hy the lady’s looks, that she regarded me as a very/ 
odd kind of fellow with an unfortunate aspect . Dor which)*' 
reason I took my leave immediately after dinner, and with- 
drew to my own lodgings Upon my return home, I fell 
into a profound contemplation of the evils that attend these 
superstitious follies of mankind, how they subject us to 
imaginary afflictions, and additional sorrows, that do not 
properly come within our lot As if the natural calamities 
of file were not sufficient for it. we turn the most indifferent 
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circumstances into misfortunes, and s iffer as much from 
trifling accidents as from real evils I have known the 
shooting of a star spoil a night’s rest ; and have seen a man 
in lo\e grow pale and lose his appetite, upon the plucking 
^ of a merry -thought A screech-owl at midnight has alarmed 
a family more than a hand of robbers * nay, the voice of a 
cncket hath struck more terror than the Toarrng of a lion 
There is nothing so inconsiderable, which may not appear 
dreadful to an imagination that is filled with omens and 
prognostics A rusty nail, or a crooked pm, shoot up into 
prodigies. 

I remember I was once m a mixt assembly, that was full 
of noise and mirth, when on a sudden an old woman un- 
luckily observed there were thirteen of us in company. This 
remark struck a panic terror into several who were present, 
insomuch that one or two of the ladies were going to leave 
the room , but a friend of mine taking notice that one of our 
female companions was big with child, affirmed, there were 
. fourteen in the room, and that, instead of portending one of 
r the company should die, it plainly foretold one of them 
should he bom. Had not my friend found this expedient to 
break the omen, I question not but half the women m the 
company would have fallen sick that very night 

An old maid, that is troubled with the vapours, produces 
infinite disturbances of this kind among her friends and 
neighbours I know a maiden aunt of a great family, who 
is one of these antiquated Sibyls, that forebodes and prophe- 
sies from one end of the year to the other She is always 
seeing apparitions and hearing death-watches , and was the 
other day almost frighted out of her wits by the great house- 
dog, that howled in the stable at a time when she lay ill of 
the tooth-ache Such an extravagant cast of mind engages 
multitudes of people, not only m impertinent terrors, but m 
supernumerary duties of life , and arises from that fear and 
* ignorance which are natural to the soul of man The horror 
with which we entertain the thoughts of death, (or indeed of 
any future evil,) and the uncertainty of its approach, fill a 
melancholy mind with innumerable apprehensions and sus- 
picions, and consequently dispose it to the observation of 
such groundless prodigies and predictions For as it is the 
chief concern of wise men to retrench the evils ot life by the 
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reasonings of philosophy, it is the employment of fools to 
multiply them by the sentiments of superstition 

For my own part, 1 should be very much troubled were X 
endowed with this dinning quality, though it should inform v 
me truly of everything that can befall me. I would not \ 
anticipate the relish of any happmess, nor feel the weight of'^ 
any misery, before it actually arrives. 

I know but one way of fortifying my soul against these 
gloomy presages and terrors of mind, and that is, by secur- 
ing to myselt the friendship and protection of that Being 
who disposes of events, ana governs futurity lie sees at 
one view the whole thread of my existence * not only that 
part of it which I have already passed through, but that 
which runs forward into all the depths 'of eternity "When I 
lay me down to sleep, I recommend myself to his earn , when I 
awake, I give myself up to his direction Amidst all the 
evils that threaten me, I will look up to him for help, and 
question not but he will either avert them, or turn them to 
my advantage Though I know neither the time nor the - 
maimer of the death I am to die, I am not at all solicitous^ \ 
about it , because I am sure that be knows them both, and 
that he will not fail to comfort and support me under them 
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At Venus obscuro gradientes aere sepsit, 

Et multo nebula; circum dea fudit amictu, 

Cemere ne quis eos — Vino. 

I shaIiXi here communicate to the world a couple of letters, 
which I believe will give the reader as good an entertain- 
ment as any that I am able to furnish him with, and there- 
fore shall make no apology' for them. 

“to the spectator, &c 

“ Sib, 

I am one of the directors of the Society for the De- 
formation of Manners, and therefore think myself a proper 
person for your correspondence I have thoroughly ex- 
amined the present state of religion in Great Britain, and 
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am able to acquaint you with the predominant vice of every 
market town in the* whole islana I can tell you the pro- 
gress that virtue has made m all our cities, boroughs and 
corporations and know as well the evil practices that are 
^.. committed m Berwick or Exeter, as what is done in my 
own* family In a word, sir, I have my correspondents in 
the remotest parts of the nation, who send me up punctual 
accounts from time to time, of all the little irreg ular ities 
that fall under their notice m their several districts and 
divisions 

“I am no less acquainted with the particular quarters and 
regions of this great town, than with the different parts and 
distributions of the whole nation I can describe every 
parish by its impieties, and can tell you in which of our 
streets lewdness prevails, which gaming has taken the pos- 
session of. and where drunkenness has got the better of them 
both "When I am disposed to raise a fine for the poor, I 
know the lanes and alleys that are inhabited by common 
'y swearers When I would encourage the hospital of Bride- 
well, and improve the hempen manufacture, I am very well 
acquainted with all the haunts and resorts of female inght- 
walkers 

“After this short account of myselfj I must let you know 
that the design of this paper is to give you information of a 
certain irregular assembly, which I think fells very properly 
under your observation, especially since the persons it is 
composed of are c riminals too considerable for the animad- 
versions of our Society. I mean, sir the midnight mask 
which has of late been very frequently held in one of the 
most conspicuous parts of the town, and which I hear will be 
continued with additions and improvements As all the per- 
sons who compose this lawless assembly are masqued, we 
dare not attack any of them in our way, lest we should send 
ft a woman of quality to Bridewell or a peer of Great Britain 
to the Counter; besides, their numbers are so very great, 
that I am afraid they would be able to rout our whole fra- 
ternity, though we were accompanied with all our guard of 
constables Both these reasons, which secure them from our 
authority, make them obnoxious to yours , as both their dis- 
guise and their numbers will give no particular person reason 
to think himself affronted by you. 

“If we are rightly informed, the rules that are observed 
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by this new society, are wonderfully contrived for tlie ad- 
vancement of cuckoldom The women either come by them- 
selves, or are introduced by friends, who are obliged to quit 
them, upon their first entrance, to the conversation of any- \ 
body that addresses himself to them There are several/* 
rooms where the parties may retire, and, if they please, show 
their faces by consent 

Whispers, squeezes, nods, and embraces, are the innocent 
freedoms of the place In short, the whole design of this 
libidinous assembly, seems to terminate in assignations and 
intrigues ; and I hope you will take effectual methods, by 
your public advice and admonitions, to prevent such a pro- 
miscuous multitude of both sexes from meeting together in 
so clandestine a ma n ner I am 

Your humble servant, and fellow-labourer, 

TB" 

ISot long after the perusal of this letter, I received another 
upon the same subject ; which, by the date and style of it, X - 
take to be written by some young Templar. J* 

“ Sib, Middle Temple, 1710-11. 

When a man has been guilty of any vice or folly, I 
think the best atonement he can make for it, is to warn 
others not to fall into the like In order to this, I must 
acquaint you, that some time in Pebruary last, I went to the 
Tuesday’s masquerade "Upon my first going in, I was at- 
tacked by half a dozen female Quakers, who seemed willing 
to adopt me for a brother ; but, upon a nearer examination, 

I found they were a sisterhood of coquettes disguised in that 
precise habit I was soon after taken out to dance, and, as 
I fancied, by a woman of the first quality, for she was very 
tall, and moved gracefully. As soon as the minuet was over, 
we ogled one another through our masques ; and as I am/ 
very well read m Waller, I repeated to her the four follow-'*' 
ing verses out of his poem of Vandyke. 

The heedless lover does not know 
Whose eyes they are that wound him so j 
But, confounded with thy art. 

Inquires her name that las his heart. 

I pronounced these words with such a la-ng insh-mg air, 
that 1 had some reason to conclude I had made a conquest. 
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She told me that she hoped my face was not akin to my 
tomnie, and looking upon her watch, I accidentally dis- 
covered the figure of a coronet on the hack part of it. I was 
so transported with the thought of such an amour, that I 
^ plied her from one room to another with all the gallantries 
1 could invent ; and at length brought things to so happy an 
issue that she gave me a private meeting the next day, with- 
out page or footman, coach or equipage My heart danced 
in raptures : hut I had not lived m this golden dream above 
three days, before I found good reason to wish that I had 
continued true to my laundress I "have since heard, by a 
very great accident, that this fine lady does not live far from 
Covent Garden, and that I am not the first cully whom she 
has passed herself upon for a countess 

“ Thus, Eir, you see how I have mistaken a cloud for a 
Juno; and if "you can make any use of this adventure, for 
the benefit of those who may possibly be as vain young 
coxcombs as myEelij I do most heartily give you leave 
I am. Sir, 

* Tour most humble admirer, 

B. L” 

I design to visit the next masquerade myself in the same 
habit I wore at Grand Cairo, and till then shall suspend my 
judgment of this midnight entertainment 
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Tigris agit rabida cam lignde pacem 
Perpetnam, ssevis inter se conrenit arsis Jcv. 

Max is said to be a sociable animal and, as an instance 
of it. we may observe that we take all occasions and pre- 
^ fences of forming ourselves into those little nocturnal as- 
semblies, which are commonly known by the name of clubs 
When a set of men find themselves agree m any particular, 
though never so trivial, they establish themselves into a kind 
of fraternity, and meet once or twice a week, upon the ac- 
count of such a fantastic resemblance I know a consider- 
able market town, in which there was a club of fat men, that 
did not come together (as you may well suppose) to enter- 
tain one another with sprightliness and wit. but to keep one 
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another in countenance ; the room where the dub met Was 
something of the largest, and had two entrances, the one by a 
door of a moderate size, and the other by a pair of folding 
doors If a candidate for this corpulent club could make his t 
entrance through the first, he was looked upon as unqualified ; 
but if he stuck in the passage, and could not force his way^ 
through it, the folding doors were immediately thrown Open 
for his reception, and he was saluted as a brother I hare 
heard that this club, though it consisted but of fifteen per- 
sons, weighed above three ton 

In opposition to this society, there sprung up another, 
composed of scare-crows and skeletons, who being very 
meagre and envious, did all they could to thwart the designs 
of their bulky brethren, whom they represented as men of 
dangerous principles , fall at length they woi*ked them out 
of the favour of the people, and consequently out of the 
magistracy These factions tore the corporation in pieces 
for several years, fall at length they came to this accommo- 
dation , that the tv o bailiffs of the town should be annually 
chosen out of the two clubs ; by which means the principalA 
magistrates are at this day coupled like rabbits, one fat and 
one lean 

Every one has heard of the club, or rather the confederacy, 
of the Kings This grand alliance was formed a little after 
the return of King Charles the Second, and admitted into 
it men of all qualities and professions, provided they agreed 
m this surname of King, which, as they imagined, suffici- 
ently declared the owners of it to be altogether untainted 
with republican and anti-monarchical principles 

A Christian name has likewise been often used as a badge 
of distinction, and made the occason of a club That of 
the Georges, which used to meet at the sign of the George, 
on St George’s day, and swear “ Before George,” is still 
fresh m every one’s memory / 

There are at present m several parts of this city what'* 
they call Street Clubs, in which the chief inhabitants of the 
street converse together every night I remember, upon my 
inquiring after lodgings in Ormond Street, the landlord, to 
recommend that quarter of the town, told me, there was at 
that time a very good club m it • he also told me, upon fur- 
ther discourse with him, that two or three noisy country 
sg lures, who were settled there the year before, had con- 
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siderably sunk the price of bouse rent ; and that tlie club 
(to present the like inconi cmencies for tbe future) had 
thoughts of taking even' house that became l acant into their 
own hands, till they had found a tenant for it, of a sociable 
nature and good com ersation 

- The Hum-Drum Club, of which I was formerly an un- 
worthy member, was made up of very honest gentlemen, of 
peaceable dispositions that used to sit together, smoke their 
pipes, and say nothing till midnight The Mum Club (as I 
am informed) is an institution of the same nature, and as 
great an enemy to noise 

After these two innocent societies, I cannot forbear men- 


tioning a lery mischievous one, that was erected in the reign 
of King Charles the Second . I mean, the Club of Duellists 
in which none was to be admitted that had not fought his 
man The president of it was said to have killed half a 
dozen in single combat ; and as for the other members, they 
took their seats according to the number of their slam , 
There was likewise a side-table for such as had only drawn 
^blood. and shown a laudable ambition of taking the first op- 
portunity to qualify themselves for the first table This club, 
consisting only of men of honour, did not continue long, 
most of the members of it being put to the sword, or hanged, 
a little after its institution 

Our modern celebrated clubs are founded upon eating and ( 
drinking which are points wherein most men agree, and in • 
which the learned and illiterate, the dull and the any, the 
philosopher and the buffoon, can all of them bear a part 
The Kit-Cat itself is said to have taken its original from a 
mutton-pie The Beef-steak and October Clubs are neither 
of them averse to eating and drinking if we may form a 
judgment of them from their respective titles 

When men are thus knit together by a love of society, not 
spint of faction, and do not meet to censure or annoy those 
■*ihat are absent, but to enjoy one another, when they are 
thus combined for their own improvement, or for the good of 
others, or at least to relax themselves from the busmess of 
the day, by an innocent and cheerful conversation, there 
may be something very useful m these little institutions 
and establishments 

I cannot forbear concluding this paper with a scheme of 
laws that I met with upon a wall m a little ale-house • how 
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3 came thither, I may inform my reader at a more conveni- 
ent tune These laws were enacted hy a knot of artisans and 
mechanics, who used to meet every night ; and as there is 
something in them which gives us a pretty picture of low 
life, I shall transcribe them word for word- 

Bums to be observed in the Two-penny Club, erected in this 
place, for the preservation of friendship and good neighbour- 
hood. 

I Every member at his first coming m shall lay down lus 
two-pence 

II. Every member shall fill his pipe out of his own box. 

III. If any member absents himself, he shall forfeit a 
penny for the use of the dub, unless m case of sickness or 
imprisonment 

IY If any member swears or curses, his neighbour may 
give him a kick upon the shins 
Y. If any member tells stones in the club that are not 
true, he shall forfeit for every third he an halfpenny )f 

YI If any member strikes another wrongfully, he shall N 
pa y his club for him 

YU. If any member brings his wife into the club, he shall 
pa y for whatever she drinks or smokes 

YlII. If any member’s wife comes to fetch him home 
from the club, she shall speak to him without the door. 

IX If any member calls another cuckold, he shall be 
turned out ot the dub 

X. Xone shall be admitted into the dub that is of the 
6ame trade with any member of it. 

XI Bone of the club shall have' his clothes or shoes made 
or mended, but by a brother member 

XII Ko Xon juror shall be capable of being a member. 

The morality of this little dub is guarded by such whole^r 
some laws and penalties, that I question not but my reader 
will be as well pleased with them, as he would have been 
with the Leges Convivales of Ben Jonson, the regulations of 
an old Homan club cited by Lipsius, or the rules of a Sympo- 
sium in an ancient Greek author. 
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Non aliter quam quf adverso nx flnmine lembum 
Itemigus subigit si brachia forte remisit, 

^ Atque ilium m prceceps prono rapit ah eus amm. Virg 

It is ■with much satisfaction that 1 hear this great city in- 
quiring day hy day after these my papers, and receiving my 
morning lectures with a becoming seriousness and attention 
My publisher , tells me, that there are already three thousand 
of them distributed eveiy day : so that if I allow twenty 
readers to ei ery paper, which I look upon as a modest com- 
putation, I may reckon about threescore thousand disciples 
in London and "Westminster, who I hope will take care to 
distinguish themselves from the thoughtless herd of their 
ignorant and unattentive brethren Smce I have raised to 
myself so great an audience, I shall spare no pains to make 
their instruction agreeable, and their diversion useful For 
which reasons I shall endeavour to enliven morality with wit, 
y and to temper wit with morality, that my readers may, if 
possible, both ways find their account in the speculation of 
the day And to the end that their virtue and discretion 
may not be short, transient, intermitting- starts of thought, 
I have resolved to refresh their memories from day to day, 
till I have recovered them out of that desperate state of vice 
and folly into which the age is fallen The mind that lies 
fallow but a single day, sprouts up m follies that are only to 
be killed by a constant and assiduous culture It was said 
of Socrates that he brought Philosophy down from heaven, 
to inhabit among men , and I shall be ambitious to have it 
said of me, that I have brought Philosophy out of closets 
and libraries, schools-and colleges, to dwell m clubs and as- 
semblies, at tea-tables and m coffee-houses 
j I would therefore in a very particular manner recommend 
^ these my speculations to all well-regulated fa mili es that set 
apart an hour m every morning for tea and bread and but- 
ter , and would earnestly advise them for their good to order 
this paper to be punctually served up, and to be looked upon 
as a part of the tea equipage 

Sir Francis Bacon observes, that a well-written book, 
compared with its rivals and antagonists, is like Moses’s 
serpent, that immediately swallowed up and devoured those 
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of the Egyptians I shall not he so vain as to think that, 
where the* Spectator appears, the other public prints will 
vanish , hut shall leave it to my readers’ consideration, whe- 
ther, is it not much better to be let into the knowledge of 
one’s self, than to hear what passes in Muscovy or Poland , W 
and to amuse ourselves with such writings as tend to th(± 
wearing out of ignorance, passion, and prejudice, than such 
as naturally conduce to inname hatreds, and make enmities 
irreconcilable ? 

In the next place, I would recommend this paper to the 
daily perusal of those gentlemen whom I cannot but consider 
as my good brothers and allies, I mean the fraternity of 
Spectators, who In e m the world without having anything 
to do in it , and either by the affluence of their fortunes, or 
laziness of their dispositions, have no other busmess with 
the rest of mankind, but to look upon them Under this 
class of men are comprehended all contemplative tradesmen, 
titular physicians, fellows of, the Koyal Society, Templars 
that are not guen to be contentious, and statesmen that are , 
out of busmess , in short, every one that considers the world.'* 
as a theatre, and desires to form a nght judgment of those 
who are the actors on it 

There is another set of men that I must hkewnse lay a 
claim to, whom I have lately called the blanks of society, as 
being altogether unfurnished with ideas, till the busmess 
and conversation of the day has supplied them I have often 
considered these poor souls with an eye of great commisera- 
tion, when I have heaid them asking the first man they have 
met with, whether there was any news stirring ? and by that 
means gathering together materials for thmkrng These 
needy persons do not know what to talk of. till about tv el\ e 
a clock in the morning , for by that time they are pretty- 
good judges of the weather, know which way the wind sits, 
and whether the Dutch mail be come m As they lie at the £ 
mercy of the first man they meet, and are grave or impertv*' 
uent all the day long, according to the notions w Inch they 
have imbibed in the morning, I would earnestly entreat them 
not to stir out of their chambers till they hai e read this 
paper, and do promise them that I will daily instil into them 
such sound ana wholesome sentiments, as shall have a good 
effect on their conversation for the ensuing twelve hours 

But there are none to whom this paper wnll be more useful, 
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fa to the female wotM. I have often thought there haa 
not been sufficient pains taken m finding out proper em- 
ployments and diversions for the fair ones 

Their amusements seem contrived for them, lather as 
thej* aie women, than as they are reasonable creatures, and 
.are more adapted to the sex than to the species. The toilet * 
is their great scene of business, and the right adjusting of v> e ,_ 
their hair the principal employment of their lives The 
sorting of a suit of nbbons is reckoned a very good morn- 
ing’s work and if they make an excursion to a mercer’s or 
a toy-shop, so great a fatigue makes them unfit for anything 
else all the day after Their more serious occupations are 
sewing and embroidery, and their greatest drudgery, the 
preparation of jellies and sweet-meats This, I suj , is the 
state of ordinary women , though I know there aie multi- 
tudes of those of a more elevated life and conversation, that 


move m an exalted sphere of knowledge and virtue, that join 
all the beauties of the mind to the ornaments of dress, and 


inspire a kmd of awe and respect, as -well as love, into their 
^.male beholders I hope to increase the number of these by 
publishing this daily paper, which I shall ali\ aj's endeavour 
to make an innocent n not an improving entertainment, and 
by that means at least divert the minds of my female leaders 
from greater tnfles At the same time, as I would fain give 
some finishing touches to those which are already the most 
beautiful pieces in human nature, I shall endeai our to point 
out all those imperfections that are the blemishes, as well as 
those virtues which are the embellishments, of the sex. In 
the meanwhile I hope these my gentle readers, who have so 
much time on their iiands, wilj. not grudge throwing away a 
quarter of an hour m a day on this paper, smce they may do 
it without any liinderance to business 
I know seveial of my friends and is ell-wishers are m great 
pain for me, lest I should not he able to keep up the spirit 
T<of a paper which I oblige myself to furnish every day but 
to make them easy m this particular, I will promise them 
faithfully to gne it over as soon as I grow dull This I know 
will he matter of great raillery to the small wits , who -will 
frequently put me m mind of my promise, desire me to keep 
my word, assure me that it is high time to give over, with 
many other pleasantries of the like nature, which men of a little 
smart genius cannot forbear throwing out against their best 
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r friends, when they have such a handle given them of being 
witty. But let them remember that I do hereby e nter my 
caveat ag ains t this piece of railleiy. 

i f r 


< 
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— Teteres avias tibi de pulmone reiello Pers 

At my coming to London, it was some time before I could 
Bettle myself in a house to my liking I was forced to quit 
,r my first lodgings, by reason of ,an officious landlady, that 
' would be asking me every morning how I had slept I then 
fell mto an honest family, and lived very happily for above a 
week , when my landlord, who was a jolly, good-natured man, 
took it into his head that I wanted company, and therefore 
would frequently come into my chamber to keep me from 
being alone This I bore for two or three days , but telling 
jine one day that he was afraid I was melancholy, I thought^ 
[it was high time for me to be gone, and accordingly took ' 
new lodgings that very night About a week after, I found 
my jolly landlord, who, as I said before, was an honest, hearty 
man, had put me mto an advertisement of the Daily Courant, 
in the following words : “ Whereas a melancholy man left his 
lodgings on Thursday last in the afternoon, and was afterwards 
seen going towards Islington , if any one can give notice of 
him to JR B, Eishmonger in the Strand, he shall be very 
veil rewarded for his pains ” As I am the best man in the 
world to keep my own counsel, and my landlord the Fish- 
monger not knowing my name, 1 this accident of my life was 
never discovered to this very day. 

I am now settled with a widow-woman, who has a great 
many children, and complies with my humour in everything. 

I do not femember that we have exchanged a word tog e-J^ 
ther these five years , my coffee comes into my chamber every 
morning without asking for it ; if I want fire I pomt to my 
chimney, if water, to my bason: upon which my landlady 
nods, as much as to say she takes my meaning, and imme- 

1 The construction irregular II sliould be — “ and as nip landlord, the 
■fishmonger, did not know my name ” or else thus — “ Being the best, IgCt 
»nd my landlord, &e , not knowing my name" 
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dintely obeys my signals She has likewise modelled her 
family so -well, that when her little boy offers to pull me by 
the coat, or p rattle in my face, his elder sister immediately" 
calls him off, and bids him not to disturb the Gentleman 
At my first entering into the family, I was troubled with 
V. the cmlity of their rising up to me every time I came into 
the room , but my landlady observing that upon these occa- 
sions I always cried pish, and went out again, has forbidden 
any such ceremony to be used in the house , so that at pre- 
sent I walk into the kitchen or parlour without being taken 
notice of, or giving any interruption to the business or dis- 
course of the family The maid will ask her mistress (though 
I am by) whether the Gentleman is ready to go to dinner, 
as the mistress (who is indeed an excellent housewife) scolds 
at the servants as heartily before my face as behind my back 
In short, I move up and down the house and enter into all 
companies, with the same liberty as a cat or any other do- 
mestic animal, and am as little suspected of telling anything 
that I hear or see 

\ I remember last winter there were several young girls of 
'the neighbourhood sitting about the fire with my landlady’s 
daughters, and telling stones of spirits and appantions 
Upon my opening the door the young women broke oft’ 
their discourse, but my landlady’s daughters telling them 
that it was nobody but the Gentleman, (for that is the 
name that I go by in the neighbourhood as well as in the 
family,) they went on without minding me I seated myself 
by the candle that stood on a table at one end of the room ; 
and pretending to read a book that I took out of my pocket, 
heard several dreadful stones of ghosts as pale as ashes, that 
had stood at the feet of a bed, or walked over a church-yard 
by moon-light : and of others that had been conjured into 
the Eed Sea, for disturbing people’s rest, and drawing their 
curtains at midnight , with many other old women’s fables 
^of the like nature As one spint raised another, I observed 
that at the end of every story the whole company closed \ 
their ra nk s, and crowded about the fire : I took notice m 
* particular of a little boy, who was so attentive to every 
story, that I am mistaken if he ventures to go to bed by him- 
self this tweli emonth Indeed they talked so long, that the 
imaginations of the whole assembly were manifestly crazed, 
and I am sure will be the worse for i t as lsng as they live I 
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heard one of the girls, that had looked upon me over her 
shoulder, asking the company how long I had been in the 
room, and whether I did not look paler than I used to do. 

This put me under some apprehensions that I should be forced 
to explain myself if I did not retire ; for which' reason I 
took the candle in my band, and went up into my chamber, ji- * 
not without wondering at this unaccountable weakness in 
reasonable creatures, that they should love to astonish and 
terrify one another Were I a father, I should take a par- 
ticular care to preserve my children from these little horrors 
of imagination, which they are apt to contract when they are f 
3 r oung, and are not able to shake off when they are m years. 

I ha\ e known a soldier that has entered a breach, affrighted 
at his own shadow , and look pale upon a little scratching at 
his door, who the day before had marched up against a battery 
of cannon There are instances of persons, who have been 
ternfied even to distraction at the figure of a tree, or the 
shaking of a bull-rush The truth of it is, I look upon a 
sound imagination as the greatest blessmg of life, next to a 
clear judgment and a good conscience. In the mean timeAf 
since there are very few whose minds are not more -or less' 
subject to these dreadful thoughts and apprehensions, weought 
to arm ourselves against them by the dictates of reason and 
religion, “ to pull the old woman out of our hearts,” (as Per- 
sius expresses it in the motto of my paper,) and extinguish 
those impertinent notions which we imbibed at a time that we 
were not able to judge of their absurdity Or if We believe, as 
many wise and good men have done, that there are such phan- 
toms and apparitions as those I have been speaking of, let us 
endeavour to establish to ourselves an interest in Him who 
holds the rems of the whole creation in his hapd, and mode- 
rates them after such a manner, that it is impossible for one 
being to break loose upon another without Ins knowledge and 
permission 

Por my own part, I am apt to join in opinion with those whcfe 
beheve that all the regions of nature swarm with spirits ; ana 
that we have multitudes of spectators on all our actions, when 
we think ourselves most alone . but instead of te rrify m g my- 
self with such a notion, I am wonderfully pleased to think 
that I am always engaged with such an innumerable society, 
in searching out the wonders of the creation, and joining m 
the same consort of praise and adoration. 
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Milton lias finely described this mixed communion of men 
and spirits in Paradise , and had doubtless his eye upon a 
verse m old HesioA f which is almost word for word the same 
with his third line in the following passage. 

— Nor think, though men were none. 

That Heaven would want spectators, God want praise . 

Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep j 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold 
Both day and night How often from the steep 
Of echoing lull or thicket, hav ewe heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight air, 

» Sole or response e each to other’s note. 

Singing their great Creator ' Oft in bands, 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 

With heavenly touch of instrumental sounds 
In full harmonic number joined, their songs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaven. 


Ho 13 THURSDAY, MARCH 15 

Die mihi si fueras tu Leo qualis ens ’ Mart 

There is nothing that of late years has afforded matter of 
greater amusement to the town than Sigrnor Hjcohm’s com- ^ 
bat with a lion m the Haymarket, which has heen very often k,C‘ 
exhibited to the general satisfaction of most of the nobility « 
and gentry in the kingdom of Great Britain Upon the first 
rumour of this intended combat, it was confidently affirmed, 
and is still believed by many m both galleries, that there 
would be n tame lion sent froip the Tower every opera night, 
m order to be killed by H ydasp es this report, though alto- 
gether groundless, so uim ersally prevailed in the upper re- 
gions ot the playhouse, that some of the most refined politi- 
mans in those parts of the audience gave it out m whisper 
^ that the lion was a cousin-german of the tiger who made his 
appearance in King "William’s days, and that the stage would 
he supplied with lions at the public expense, during the 
whole session Many likewise were the coniectures of the 
treatment which this lion was to meet with horn the hands 
of Sigmor Hicolmi some supposed that he was to subdue p - r 
him m recitatiyq, as Orpheus used to serve the wild beasts in O < 
Ins time, and afterwards to knock him on the head , some *i 
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fancied that the lion would not pretend to lay his paws upon 
the hero, by reason of the received opinion, that a lion will 
not hurt a virgin - several, who pretended to have seen the 
opera in Italy, had informed their friends, that the lion was 
to act a part in High-Dutch, and roar twice or thrice to a 
thorough -ba ss, before he fell at the feet of Hydaspes To Jr* 
clear~up a matter that was so vanously reported, I have 
made it my business to examine whether this pretended lion 
is really the savage he appears to be, or only a counterfeit. 

But before I communicate my discoveries, I must acquaint 
the reader, that upon my walking behind /the scenes last 
winter, as I was thinking on something else, I accidentally 
' justledlagainst a monstrous animal that extremely startled 
me, and upon my nearer survey of it, appeared to be a lion 
rampant The bon seeing me very much surprised, told me, 
m a gentle voice, that I might come by him if I pleased : 
“Bor,” says he, “I do not intend to hurt anybody” I 
thanked hun very kindly, and passed by him And m a kttle 
time after saw him leap upon the stage, and act his part with 
very great applause It has been observed by several, that)*/ 
the bon has changed his manner of acting twice or thnce 
since his first appearance, which will not seem strange, 
when I acquaint my reader that the bon has been changed 
upon the audience three several times The first bon was a 
candle-snuffer, who being a fellow of a testy, choleric temper, 
over-did his part, and would not suffer himself to be killed 
so easily as he ought to have done , 'besides, it was observed 
of him, that he grew more surly every time he came out of 
the bon, and having dropt some words in ordinary conversa- 
tion, as if he had not fought his best, and that he suffered 
himself to be thrown upon his back in the scuffle, and that 
he would wrestle with Mr Kieolini for what he pleased, out 
of lus bon’s skin, it was thought proper to discard him : and 
it is verily bebeved, to this day, that had he been brought-, 
upon the stage another time, he would certainly have doffc^V 
mischief Besides, it was objected against the first bon, that^ 
he reared himself so high upon his hinder paws, and walked 
in so erect a posture, that he looked more like an old mnn 
than a bon 

The second bon was a tailor by trade, who belonged to 
the playhouse, and had the character of a mild and peaceable 
man in his profession If the former was too fiinous, this 
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was too sheepish for his part , insomuch, that after a short 
modest walk upon the stage he would fall at the first touch 
of Hydaspes, without grappling with him and giving him an 
opportunity of showing his variety of Italian trips. It is 
l said, indeed, that he once gave him a np in his flesh-coloured 
* doublet , hut this was only to make work for himself, in Ins 
private character of a tailor I must not omit that it was 
tins second lion who treated me with so much humanity be- 
hind the scenes 

The acting lion at present is, as I am informed, a country 
gentleman, who does it for his diversion, but desires his name 
may be concealed He savs very handsomely, in his own 
excuse, that he does not act for gain , that he indulges an in- 
nocent pleasure in it ; and that it is better to pass away an 
evening m this manner than in gaming and drinking : but 
at the same time says, with a very agreeable raillery upon 
himself, that if his name should be known, the ill-natured 
world might call him, “ the ass m the .lion’s skin ’ This 
gentleman’s temper is made out of such a happy mixture of 
^ the mild and the cholenc, that he outdoes both his prede- 
cessors, and has drawn together greater audiences than have 
been known in the memory of man. 

I must not conclude my narrative, without taking notice 
of a groundless report that has been raised to a gentleman’s 
disadvantage, of whom I must declare myself an admirer, 
namely, that Signior Nicolmi and the lion have been seen 
ntting peaceably by one another, and smoking a pipe to- 
gether behind the scenes , by which their common enemies 
would insinuate, that it is but a sham combat which they 
represent upon the stage - but upon inquiry I find, that if 
my such correspondence has passed between them, it was 
aot till the combat was over, when the lion was to be looked 
upon as dead, according to the received rules of the drama 
i Besides, this is what is practised every day m Westminster 
^ Hall, where nothing is more usual than to see a couple of 
lawyers, who have been tearing each other to pieces in the 
court, embracing one another as soon as they are out of it 

I would not be thought, m any part of this relation, to 
reflect upon Signior Nicolini, who in acting this part only 
complies with the wretched taste of his audience . he knows 
very well, that the lion has many more admirers than himself ; 
as they say of the famous equestrian statue on the P ontNeu f 
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at Paris, that more people go to see the horse than the king 
who sits upon.it (On the contrary, it gives me a just indigna- 
tion to see a person whose action gives new majesty to kings, 
resolution to heroes, and softness to lovers thus sinking from 
the greatness of his "behaviour, and degraded into the charac* 
ter of the London Prentice I have often wished, that our x* 
tragedians would copy after this great master in action 
Could they make the same use of their arms and legs, and 
inform their feces with as significant looks and passions, 
how glorious would an English tragedy appear with that 
action which is capable of giving a dignity to the forced 
thoughts, cold conceits, and unna tural expressions of an 
Italian opera! In the mean time. I have related this combat 
of the lion, to show what are at present the reigning enter- 
tainments of the politer part of Great Britain 

Audiences have often been reproached by writers for the 
coarseness of their taste, hut our present grievance does 
not seem to he the want of a good taste, hut of common 
sense. 

^ 


No. 15. SATURDAY, MABCH 17. 


Parva leves caprant animos — CHid 

"Whits’ I was in Erance, I used to gaze with great aston- 
ishment at the splendid equipages, and party-coloured habits, 
of that fantastic nation. I was one day m particular con- 
templating a lady that sat in a coach adorned with gilded 
Cupids, and finely painted with the loves of Yenus and 
Adonis The coach was drawn by six milk-white horses, and 
loaden behind with the same number of powdered footmen. 
Just before the lady were a couple of beautiful pages, that 
were stuck among the harness, and, by their gay dresses, v 
and smiling features, looked like the elder brothers of the-A 1 
little boys that were carved and. painted in every corner of 
the coach. 

The lady was the unfortunate Cleanthe, who afterwards 
gave an occasion to a pretty melancholy novel She had, for 
several years, received the addresses of a gentleman, whom, 
after a long and intimate acquaintance, she forsook, upon the 
recount of this shining equipage, which had been offered tc 
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her hv one of great nches, but a crazy constitution The 
circumstances in -which I saw her were, it seems, the disguises 
only of a broken heart, and a kmd ol pageantry to cover 
distress, for in two months after, she was carried to her grave 
with the same pomp and magnificence , bemg sent thither 
partly by the loss of one lover, and partly by the possession 
of another 

I have often reflected with myself on this unaccountable 
humour in womankind, of being smitten with everything 
that is showy and superficial , and on the numberless evils 
that befall the sex. from this light fantastical disposition I 
myself remember a young lady, that was veiy warmlv solicited 
by a couple of infportunate rivals who, for several months 
together, did all they could to recommend themselves, by 
complacency of behaviour and agreeableness of conversation 
At length, when the competition was doubtful, and the lady 
undetermined in her choice one of the young lovers Tery 
luckily bethought himself of adding a supernumerary lace to 
liis liveries, which had so good an effect, that he married her 
^ the very week after 

The usual conversation of ordinary women very much 
cherishes this natural weakness of being taken with outside 
and appearance Talk of a new-mamed couple and you im- 
mediately hear whether they beep their coach and six. or eat 
m plate Mention the name of an absent lady, and it is ten 
to one but you learn something of her gown and petticoat 
A ball is a great help to discourse, and a birth-day furnishes 
conversation for a twelvemonth after A furbelow of pre- 
cious stones, an hat buttoned with a diamond, a brocade 
waistcoat or petticoat, are standing topics In short, they 
consider only the drapery of the species, and never cast away 
a thought on those ornaments of the mind, that make persons 
illustrious in themselves, and useful to others "When w omen 
, are thus perpetually dazzling one another’s imaginations, 
A and filling their heads with nothing but colours it is no won- 
der that they are more attentive to the superficial parts of 
life, than the solid and substantial blessings of it A girl 
who has been trained up in this kmd of conversation is m 
danger of every embroidered coat that comes in her way 
A parr of fringed gloves may be her nun In a word lace 
ana ribbons, silver and gold galloons with the like glitter- 
ing gewgaws, are so many lures to women of weak minds or 
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low educations, and, "when artificially displayed, are able to 
fetch down the most airy coquette from the "wildest of her 
flights and rambles 

True happiness is of a retired nature, and an enemj^ to 
pomp and noise . it arises, in the first place, from the enjoy- . , 
ment of one’s self , and in the nest, from the friendship and 
conversation of a few select companions It loves shade and 
solitude, and naturally haunts groves and fountains, fields 
and meadows : in short, it feels everything it wants within 
itself, and receives no addition from multitudes of witnesses 
and spectators On the contrary, false happiness loves to be 
in a crowd, and to draw the eyes of the world upon her. She 
does not receive any satisfaction from the applauses which she 
gives herself, but from the admiration which she raises in 
others She flourishes in courts and palaces, theatres and 
assemblies, and has no existence but when she is looked upon. 

Aurelia, though a woman of great quality, delights in the 
privacy of a country life, and passes away a great part of her 
time in her own walks and gardens Her husband, who is 
her bosom friend, and companion m her solitudes, has beenX^ 
m love with her ever smce he knew her. They both abound 
with good sense, consummate virtue, and a mutual esteem , 
and are a perpetual entertainment to one another. Their 
family is under so regular an economy, on its hours of devo- 
tion and repast, employment and diversion, that it looks like 
a little commonwealth within itself They often go into 
company, that they may return with the greater delight to 
one another , and sometimes live in town, not to enjoy it so 
properly, as to grow weary of it, that they may renew in 
themselves the relish of a country life By this means they 
are happy in each other, beloved by their children, adored by 
their servants, and are become the envy, or rather the delight, 
of all that know them 

How different to this is the life of Pul via ! She considers v 
her husband as her steward, and looks upon discretion and/*, 
good housewifery as little domestic virtues, unbecoming a 
woman of quality She thinks life lost in her own family, 
and fancies herself out of the world, when she is not in the 
ring, the playhouse, or the drawing-room She lives in a 
perpetual motion of body and restlessness of thought and is 
never easy in any one place, when she thinks there is more 
company in another The missing of an opera the first 
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night, would he more afflicting to her than the death of a 
chid She pities all the valuable part of her own sex , and 
calls every woman of a prudent, modest, retired life, a poor- 
spirited, unpolished creature "What a mortification would it 

V be to Pulna, if she knew that her setting herself to view, is 
hut exposing herself, and that she grows contemptible by 
bemg conspicuous f 

I cannot conclude my paper without observing, that Yirgil 
has very finely touched upon this female passion for dress 
and show, in the character of Camilla ; who, though she seems 
to have shaken off all the other weaknesses of her sex, is still 
described as a woman m this particular The poet tells us, that, 
after having made a great slaughter of the enemy, she unfor- 
tunately cast her eye on a Tro]an, who wore an embroidered 
tunic, a beautiful coat of mail, with a mantle of the finest 
purple “A golden how,” says he, “hung up on his shoulder, 
hi s garment was buckled with a golden clasp , and Ins head 
covered with an helmet of the same shining metal ” The 
Amazon immediately singled out this well-dressed warrior, 
^ being seized with a woman’s longing for the pretty trappings 
that he was adorned with ~ 

— Totumque incauta per agmen 
Foemmeoprsedte et spoliorum ardebat amore 

This heedless pursuit after these glittering trifles, the poet 
(by a nice concealed moral) represents to have been the de- 
struction of his female hero 
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Quod venim atque decens euro et rogo, et omnis in hoc sum Hok. 

I have received a letter, desiring me to be very satirical 
upon the little muff that is now m fashion; another informs 
Ame of a pair of silver garters buckled below the knee, that 
have been lately seen at the Bmnbow Coffee-house, m Heet 
Street a third sends me an heavy complaint against fringed 
gloves To be brief, there is scarce an ornament of either 
sex, which one or other of my correspondents has not in- 
veighed agamst with some bitterness, and recommended to 
my observation I must therefore, once for all, inform my 
readers, that it is not my intention to sink the dignity of 
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this my paper with reflections upon red-heels or top-knots, 
hut rather to enter into the passions of mankind, and to cor- * 
reet those depraved sentiments that gave hirth to all those 
little extravagancies which appear in their outward dress 
and behaviour. Foppish and fantastic ornaments are only 
indications of vice, not criminal in themselves Extinguish/^ 
vanity in the mind, and you naturally retrench the little 
superfluities of garniture and equipage The blossoms will 
fell of themselves, when the root that nourishes them is de 
stroyed. 

I shall therefore, as I have said, apply my remedies to the 
first seeds and principles of an affected dress, without de- 
scending to the dress itself; though at the same time I must 
own, that I have thoughts of creating an officer under me, 
to be entitled, “ The Censor of small ‘Wares,” and of allot- 
ting him one day in a week for the execution of such his 
office An operator of this nature might act under me, with 
the same regard as a surgeon to a physician ; the one might 
be employed m healing those blotches and tumours which 
break out in the body, while the other is sweetening the^ 
blood, and rectifying the constitution To speak truly, the * 
young people of both sexes are so wonderfully apt to shoot 
but into long swords or sweeping trains, bushy head-dresses 
or full-bottomed periwigs, with several other encumbrances 
of dress, that they stand in need of being pruned very fre- 
quently, lest they should be impressed with ornaments, and 
overrun with the luxuriance of their habits I am much in 
doubt, whether I should give the preference to a Quaker, 
that is trimmed close, and almost cut to the quick, or to a 
beau, that is loaden with such a redundance of excrescences 
I must, therefore, desire my correspondents to let me know 
how they approve my project, and whether they think the 
erecting of such a petty censorship may not turn to the 
emolument of the public , for I would not do anything of) 
this nature rashly and without advice Jt ' 

There is another set of correspondents to whom I must 
address myself in the second place ; I mean, such as fill their 
letters with private scandal, and black accounts of particular 

? ersons and families The world is so f ull of ill-nature, that 
have lampoons sent me by people who cannot spell, and 
satires composed by those who scarce know how to write. 

By the last post in particular, I received a packet of scandal 



>Tg 16 


THE SPECTATOB. 


267 


which is not legible , and have a whole bundle of letters in 
women’s hands that are full of blots and calumnies inso- 




much, that when I see the name Cseha Phillis, Pastora, or 
the like, at the bottom of a scrawl I conclude of course that 
it brings me some account of a fallen virgin, a faithless wife, 
or an amorous widow. I must therefore inform these mj 
correspondents, that it is not my design to be a publisher of 
intrigues and cuckoldoms, or to bring little infamous stones 
out of their present lurking holes into broad daj -light If 
I attack the vicious, I shall only set upon them m a body , 
and will not be provoked by the worst usage I can receive 
from others, to make an example of any particular cnmmal 
In short, I have so much of a Drawcansir in me, that I shall 
pass over a single foe to charge whole armies It is not 
Lais or Silenus but the harlot and the drunkard, whom I 


shall endeavour to expose , and shall consider the cnme as 
it appears in a species, not as it is circumstanced m an in- 
dividual I think it was Caligula, who wished the whole 
city of Borne had but one neck, that he might behead them 
^Kat a blow I shall do out of humanity what that emperor 
would have done in the cruelty of his temper, and aim every 
stroke at a collective body of offenders At the same time 
I am very sensible, that nothing spreads a paper like private 
calumny and defamation , but as my speculations are not 
under this necessity, they are not exposed to this temptation 
In the next place I must apply myself to my party cor- 
respondents who'are continually teasing me to take notice 
of one another’s proceedings How often am I asked by 
both sides, if it is possible for me to be an unconcerneil 
spectator of the rogueries that are committed by the party 
which is opposite to him that writes the letter About two 
days since I was reproached with an old Grecian law, that 
forbids any man to stand as a neuter or a looker-on m the 
divisions of his country However, as I am very sensible 
Amy paper would lose its whole effect, should it run into the 
outrages of a party, I shall take care to keep clear of every- 
thing which looks that way If I can any way assuage 
private inflammations, or allay public ferments, I shall apply 
myself to it with my utmost endeai ours , but will never let 
my heart reproach me with having done anything towards 
increasing those feuds and animosities that extinguish re- 
ligion, deface government, and make a nation miserable. 
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"What I have said under tlie three foregoing heads "mil, I 
am afraid, lery much retrench the number of my correspond- 
ents : I shall therefore acquaint my reader, that if he has 
started any hint which he is not able to pursue, if he has 
met with any surprising story which he does not know how 
to tell, if he has discovered any epidemical vice which has s* 
escaped my observation- or has heard of any uncommon 
virtue which he would desire to publish, — in short, if he has 
any materials that can furnish out an innocent diversion, I 
shall promise him my best assistance in the working of them 
up for a public entertainment 

This paper my reader will find was intended for an answer 
to a multitude of correspondents , but I hope he will pardon 
me if I single out one of them in particular, who has made 
me so very humble a request, that I cannot forbear comply- 
ing with it. 

‘•'to the spectatob 

“Sin, March loth, 1710-11. 

I am at present so unfortunate, as to have nothmg to*\ 
do but to mind my own business ; and therefore beg of you 
that you will be pleased to put me into some small po3t 
under you. I observe that you have appointed your printer 
and publisher to receive letters and advertisements for the 
city of London , and shall think myself very much honoured 
by you, if you will appomt me to take in letters and ad- 
vertisements for the city of "Westminster and the duchy of 
Lancaster Though I cannot promise to fill such an em- 
ployment with sufficient abilities, I will endeavour to make 
up with industry and fidelity what I want in parts and 
genius I am, Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

Chabees Liehe ” 

> 

No. 18 "WEDNESDAY, 3IABCH 21. 


— Equitis qnoque jam migrant ab aure voluptas 
Omnis ad mcertos oculos et gaudia Tana Hon. 

It is my design m this paper to deliver down to posterity 
b faithful account of the Italian Opera, and of the gradual 
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progress "which it has made "upon the English stage: for 
there is no question hut our great-grandchildren mil he 
very curious to know the reason why their fore-fathers used 
to sit together like an audience of foreigners in their own 
country, and to hear whole plays acted before them in a 
tongue which they did not understand 

Arsinoe was the first opera that gave us a taste of Italian 
music The great success this opera met with, produced 
some attempts of forming pieces upon Italian plans, which 
should give a more natural and reasonable entertainment 
than what can he met with in the elaborate trifles of that 
nation This alarmed the poetasters and fiddlers of the 
town, who were used to deal m a more ordinary kind of 
ware ; and therefore laid down an established rule, which is 
received as such to this day, “ That' nothing is capable of 
being well set to music, that is not nonsense ” 

This mamn'was no sooner received, but we immediately 
tell to translating the Italian operas , and as there was no 
danger of hurting the sense of those extraordinary pieces, 
Xqur authors would often make words of their own, which 
were entirely foreign to the meaning of the passages they 
pretended to translate ; their chief care bemg to make the 
numbers of the English verse answer to those of the Italian, 
that both of them might go to the same tune Thus the 
famous song m Camilla, 

Barbara si t’mtendo, 

“ Barbarous woman, yes, I know jour meaning ” 

which expresses the resentments of an angry lover, was 
translated into that English lamentation, 

“Frail are a lover’s hopes,” &c 

And it was pleasant enough to see the most refined persons 
of the British nation dying away and languishing to notes 
-vV that were filled with a spirit ot rage and indignation It 
happened also veiy frequently, where the sense was nghtly 
translated, the necessary transposition of words which were 
drawn out of the phrase of one tongue into that of another, 
made the music appear very absurd in one tongue that was 
very natural in the other. I remember an Italian verse that 
ran thus, u ord for word. 


“ And turned mj rage into pitj 
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■which the English for rhyme’ sake translated, 

‘ And into pity turned my rage.” 

By this means the soft notes that were adapted to pity in the 
Italian, fell upon the word rage in the English: and the 
angry sounds that were tuned to rage in the original, were 
made to express pity in the translation It oftentimes hap« J ^ 
pened likewise, that the finest notes in the air fell upon the 
most insignificant words in the sentence. I have known 
the word and pursued through the whole gamut, hare heen 
entertained with many a melodious the and have heard the 
most beautiful graces, quavers, and divisions bestowed upon 
then, for, and from; to the eternal honour of our English 
particles. 

The next step to our refinement, was the introducing of 
.Italian actors into our opera ; who sung their parts in their 
own language, at the same time that our countrymen per- 
formed theirs in our native tongue The king or hero of 
the play generally spoke in Italian, and his slaves answered 
him in English: the lover frequently made his court, and 
gained the heart of his pnnce3s in a language which she did* 
not understand. One would have thought it very difficult 
,to have carried on dialogues after this manner, without an 
interpreter between the persons that conversed together : but 
this was the state of the English stage for about three years 

At length the audience grew tired of understanding half 
the opera , and therefore to ease themselves entirely of the 
fatigue, of thinking, have so ordered it at present, that the 
whole opera is performed in an unknown tongue We no 
longer understand the language of our own stage ; insomuch, 
that I have often been afraid, when I have seen our Ita lian 
performers chattering in the vehemence of action, that they 
have been calling us names, and abusing us among them- 
selves , but I hope, since we put such an entire confidence in 
them, they will not talk against us before our faces, though 
they may do it with the same safety as if it were behind ouri" 
backs In the mean time, I cannot forbear thinking how 
naturally an historian who writes two or three hundred 
years hence, and does not know the taste of his wise fore 
fathers, will make the following reflection, *■ In the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century the Italian tongue was so 
well understood in England, that operas were acted on llio 
public stage in that language ” 



Ho 16 


THE SPECTATOE 


271 


One scarce knows how to he serious in the confutation of , 
an absurdity that shows itself at the first sight It does not 
want any great measure of sense to see the ridicule of this 
monstrous practice ; hut what makes it the more astonishing, 
it is not the taste of the rabble, hut of persons of the great- 
er est politeness, which has established it 

If the Italians have a genius for music above the English, 
the English have a genius for other performances of a much 
higher nature, and capable of giving the mind a much nobler 
entertainment "Would one think it was possible (at a time 
when an author lived that was able to write the Phaedra and 
Hrppolitus) for a people to he so stupidly fond of the Italian 
ppera, as scarce to give a third day’s hearing to that admir- 
able tragedy ? Music is certainly a very agreeable entertain- 
ment, but u it would take the entire possession of our ears, 
if it would make us incapable of hearing sense, if it would 
exclude arts that have a much greater tendency to the refine- 
ment of human nature, I must confess I would allow it no 
better quarter than Plato has done, who banishes it out of 
this commonwealth 

7 " At present, our notions of music are so very uncertain, 
that we do not know what it is we like , only m general, we 
are transported with anything that is not English : so it be 
of a foreign growth let it be Italian, Erench, or High-Dutch, 
it is the same thing In short, our English music is quite 
rooted out, and nothing yet planted in its stead 

When a royal palace is burnt to the ground, every man is 
at liberty to present his plan for a new one , and though it 
bp but indifferently put together.it may furnish several hints 
that may be of use to a good architect I shall take the 
same liberty in a following paper, of giving my opinion upon 
the subject of music ; which I shall lay down only in a pro- 
blematical manner, to be considered by those who are 
masters m the art 


Ho 21. SATURDAY, MAECH 24 


— Locus est et pluribus umbns. Hop 

I am sometimes verv much troubled, when I reflect upon 
the three great professions of divinity, law, and physic , hoiv 



279 


AMJISOX’S WOBKS 


they are each of them over-burdened with practitioners, and 
filled with multitudes of ingenious gentlemen that starve 
one another 

"We may divide the clergy into generals, field-officers, and 
subalterns Among the first we may reckon bishops, deans, 
and arch-deacons Among the second are doctors ot divinity, 

E rebendanes, and all that wear scarfs The rest are compre- 
ended under the subalterns As for the first class, our 
constitution preserves it from any redundancy of incumbents, 
notwithstanding competitors are numberless Upon a strict 
calculation it is found that there has been a great exceeding 
of late years m the second division, several brevets having 
been granted for the converting of subalterns into searf- 
officers ; insomuch that within my memory the price of lus- 
tring is raised above two-pence in a yard As for the subal- 
terns, they are not to be numbered Should our clergy once 
enter into the corrupt practice of the laity, by the splitting 
of their freeholds, they would be able to cany most of the 
elections in England 

The body of the law is no less encumbered with super-^ 
fluous members, that are like Virgil’s army, which he tells us \ 
was so crowded, many of them had not room to use their 
weapons This prodigious society of men may be divided 
into the litigious and peaceable Under the first are com- 
prehended all those who are earned down in coachfuls to 
Westminster Hall, every morning in term-time Martial’s 
descriptions of this species of lawyers is frill of humour : 

Iras et verba locant. 

Men that hire out their words and anger that are more 
or less passionate according as they are paid for it, and allow 
their client a quantity of wrath proportionable to the fee 
which they receive from him I must, however, observe to 
the reader, that above three parts of those whom I reckon 
among the litigious, are such as are only quarrelsome in their 
hearts, and have no opportunity of showing their passion api~' 
the bar 2sei ertbeless, as they do not know what strifes may 
arise, they appear at the hall every day, that they may show 
themselves in readiness to enter the lists, whenever there 
shall be occasion for them 

The peaceable lawyers are, m the first place, many of the 
benchers of the several inns of court, who seem to be tho 
dignitaries of the law, and are endowed with those qualifies- 
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tions of mind that accomplish a man rather for a ruler than 
a pleader. These men live peaceably m their habitation'’, 
eatine- once a day, and dancing once a year, for the honour 
of the respective societies 

Another numberless branch of peaceable lawyers, are 
;* those young men, who being placed at the inns of court m 
order to study the laws of their country, frequent the play- 
house more than "Westminster Hall and are seen in all public 
assemblies except m a court of justice I shall say nothing 
of those silent and busy multitudes that are employed within 
doors m the drawing up of writings and com eyances , nor of 
those greater numbers that palliate their want of busmess 
with a pretence to such chamber-practice 

If, in the third place, we look into the profession of 
physic, we shall find a most formidable body of men . the 
sight of them is enough to make a man serious . for 11 e may 
lay it down as a ma xim , that when a nation abounds in phy- 
sicians, it grows thm of people Sir William Temple is very 
much puzzled to find out a reason why the northern hive as 
^he- calls it, does not send out such prodigious swarms and 
/ over-run the world with Goths and T andals,as it did 1 ormerly , 
but had that excellent author observed, that there were no 
students m physic among the subjects of Thor and Woden, 
and that this science veiy much flourishes m the north at 
present, he might have found a better solution for this 
difficulty than any of those he has made use of Tins body 
of men, m our own country, may be described like the British 
army in Caisar’s tune some of them slay m chariots, and 
some on foot If the infantry do less execution than the 
charioteers it is because they cannot be carried so soon into 
all quarters of the town, and despatch so much busmess in so 
short a time Besides this body of regular troops, there are 
stragglers, who, without being duly listed and em oiled, do 
infinite mischief to those who are so unlucky as to fall into 
^their hands 

There are, besides the above-mentioned, innumerable re- 
tamers to physic, who, for want of other patients amuse 
themselves with the stifling of cats in an air-pump, cutting 
up dogs alive or impaling of insects 1 upon the point of a 
needle for microscopical observations , besides those that are 

1 There would he no objection to this raillery, if it were fit that raillery 
should he at all employed on a subject of this nature 
vox. II. x 



274 


ADDISONS WOBKS 


employed in the gathering of -weeds, and the chase of butter- 
flies , not to mention the cockleshell-merchants and spider- 
catchers 

"When I consider how each of these professions are crowded 
•with multitudes that seek their livelihood in them, and how 
many men of merit there are in each of them, who may he 
rather said to he of the science than the profession , I very 
much wonder at the humour of parents, who will not rather 
choose to place their sons^in a way of life where an honest 
industry cannot hut thrive, than in stations where the great- 
est probity, learning, and good sense may miscarry. How 
many men are country curates, that might have made them- 
selves aldermen of London, hy a right improvement of a 
smaller sum of money than what is usually laid out upon a 
learned education ! A sober, frugal person, of slender parts 
and a slow apprehension, might have thrived in trade, though 
he starves upon physic . as a man would he well enough 
pleased to buy silks of one, whom he would not venture 1 to 
feel his pulse Tagellius is careful, studious, and obliging, 
hut withal a little thick-skulled, he has not a single client,^ 
hut might have had abundance of customers The misfor- ' 
tune is, that parents take a liking to a particular profes- 
sion, and therefore desire their sons may he of it where- 
as, in so great an affair of life, they should consider the 
genius and abilities of their children, more than their own 
inclinations 

It is the great advantage of a trading nation, that there 
are very few in it so dull and heavy, who may not he placed 
in stations of life, which may give them an opportunity of 
making their fortunes A well-regulated commerce is not, 
like law, physic, or divinity, to he overstocked with hands ; 
hut, on the contrary, flourishes hy multitudes and gives em- 
ployment to all its professors Heets of merchantmen are 
so many squadrons of floating shops, that vend our wares 
and manufactures in all the markets of the world, and find! , 
out chapmen under both the tropics 

1 Venture is a neutral vert, and so cannot stand in this construction. 

1' should he employ, call in, or some such transitive verb, of which 
" ithom ” might be governed ; and through which the person and the act, 

L, o. “ i chom ” and “ feel ,” should be necessarily connected. 
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IS'o 23 TUESDAY, 3IARCTE 27 


Stent atros Yolscens, nec tell conspicit usquam 
Auctorem, nec quo se ardens lmmittere possit. Vipg 

Thebe is nothing that more betrays a base ungenerous 
spirit, than the giving of 1 secret stabs to a man’s reputation 
Lampoons and satires, that are written vnth wit and spirit, 
are like poisoned darts, which not only inflict a wound, but 
make it incurable Eor this reason I am very much troubled 
when I see the talents of humour and ridicule m the pos- 
session of an ill-natured man There cannot be a greater 
gratification to a barbarous and inhuman wit, than to stir up 
sorrow in the heart of a private person to raise uneasiness 
among near relations, and to expose whole families to dension 
at the same time that he remains unseen and undiscovered 
If, besides the accomplishments of being witty and ill- 
natured, a man is vicious into the bargain lie is one of the 
fc mostmisehieious creatures that can enter into a civil society 
TTis satire will then chiefly fall upon those who ought to lie 
the most exempt from it Virtue, merit, and even thing 
that is praiseworthy, will be made the subject of ridicule and 
buffooneiy. It is impossible to enumerate the evils which 
arise from these arrows that fly in the dark and I know 
no other excuse that is or can be made for them, than that 


1 The oicmy of This use of the participle, instead of the svhs'antivc, 
is agreeable to the English idiom, and has a good effect in our language 
which m this as m other instances, resemh’es the Greek much more thV 
the Latin tongue. But our polite writers, being generally most convers- 
ant in the latter of these languages, hai e gradually introduced the suh- 
stantive, or a verb in the vifintltce mood, into the place of the participle 
Thus thev would sox, “ detraction ,” or “to detract from the reputattn 
of otheis, shows a base spirit.” Yet the practice is not so far established, 
hut that the other mode of cxpress’on may, sometimes, (though more 
t sparmgh, perhnps, than heretofore,) he employed An exact writer, u- 
Sdeed, would not set out with a sentence m tills form , but, m the bodi 
of a discourse, “ currente calamo,” he would not scruple to make use of 
it. Meier to employ the participle, would be finical and affected to em- 
ploy it constantly , or frequently, would now be tl ought careless but to 
employ it occasionally , contributes plainly to the variety, and, I think, to 
the grace of a cood English style 

- Which arise from these arrows that fiy in the Aarl ] This sentence 
had been more exact, and less languid, if he had snid, “Innumerable rr.a 
arise from those arrows tnai fy in the dark 

> 
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the wounds they give are only imaginary, and produce nothing 
more than a secret shame or sorrow in the mind of the suf- 
fering person It must indeed he confessed, that a lampoon 
or a satire do not carry in them robbery or murder , but at 
the same time, how many are there that would not rather 
lose a considerable sum of money, or even life itself, than be 
set up as marks of infamy and dension ? And in this case a 
m nn should consider, that an injury is not to be measured 
by the notions of him that gives, but of him that receives it. 

Those who can put the best countenance upon the out- 
rages of this nature which are offered them, are not without 
their secret anguish I have often observed a passage in 
Socrates’s behaviour at his death, in a light wherein none of 
the critics have considered it That excellent man, enter- 


taining his friends, a little before he drank the bowl of poison, 
with a discourse on the immortality of the soul, at his 
entering upon it says, that he does not believe any, the most 
comic gemus, can censure him for talking upon such a subject 
at such a time This passage, I think, evidently glances 
upon Aristophanes, who writ a comedy on purpose to ridicules' 
the discourses of that divine philosopher It has been ' 
observed by many writers, that Socrates was so little moved 
at this piece of buffoonery, that he was several times present 
at its being acted upon the stage, and never expressed the 
least resentment of it But with submission, I think the 
remark I have here made shows us that this unworthy treat- 
ment made an impression upon his mmd, though he had been 
too wise to discover it 


HVhen Julius Caesar was lampooned by Catullus, he invited 
lum to a supper, and treated him with such a generous 
civility, that he made the poet his friend ever after Cardinal 
hlazanne gave the same kind of treatment to the learned 
Quillet, who had reflected upon his E min ence m a famous 
Latin poem The cardinal sent for him, and, after some kind 
expostulations upon what he had written, assured him of hisj 
esteem, and dismissed him with a promise of the next gooc 1 
abbey that should fall, which he accordingly conferred upon 
him in a few months after. This had so good an effect upon 
the author, that he dedicated the second edition of his book 
to the car din al , after having expunged the passages which 
had given him offence. 

Sextus Quintus was not of so generous and forgiving a 
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temper. "Upon his being made pope, the statue Pasquin Has 
one night dressed in a Terr dirty shirt, with an excuse wnt- 
ten under it. that he Has forced to near foul linen because 
his laundress Has made a princess This Has a reflection 
upon the pope’s sister, hIio, before the promotion of her 
^brother, uas in those mean circumstances that Pasquin 
represented her . 1 As this pasquinade made a great noise in 
Eome, the pope offered a considerable sum of money to any 
person that should discover the author of it The author, 
relying upon his Holiness's generosity, as also on some private 
overtures nhich he had received from him, made the dis- 
covery himself: upon nhich the pope gave him the reward 
he had promised, but at the same tune, to disable the satirist 
for the future, ordered his tongue to be cut out and both 
his hands to be chopped off Aretine is too trite an instance 
Every one knows that all the longs of Europe were lus 
tributaries Nay. there is a letter of his extant, in which he 
makes his boasts that he had laid the Sophi of Persia under 
contribution 

^ Though, in the various examples which I have here drawn 
' together, these several great men behaved themselves veiy 
differently towards the wits of the age who had reproached 
them : they all of them plainly showed that they were very 
sensible of their reproaches, and consequently that they re- 
ceived them as Tery great injuries For my own part. I 
would never trust a man that I thought was capable of giv- 
ing these secret wounds, and cannot but think that he 
would hurt the person, whose reputation he thus assaults, 
in his body or in his fortune, could he do it with the same 
security. There is indeed something very barbarous and in- 
human m the ordinary scribblers of lampoons An innocent 

voung lady shall be exposed for an unhappy feature A 
father of a family turned to ridicule for some domestic cala- 
mity. A wife be made uneasy all her life for a mismter- 
v *preted word or action. Nay, a good, a temperate, and a just 
man, shall be put out of countenance, by the representation 
of those qualities that should do him honour So pernicious 
a thing is wit, when it is not tempered with virtue and hu- 
manity. 

I have indeed heard of heedless, inconsiderate writers, that 

* Circumstances that Pasquin represented her.] Careless’*} sad cllip ,; - 
call} expressed. 
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without any malice have sacrificed the reputation of their 
friends and acquaintance, to a certain levity of temper, and 
a silly ambition of distinguishing themselves by a spirit .of 
raillery and satire : as if it were not infinitely more honour- 
able to he a good-natured man than a wit "Where there is , 
this little petulant humour in an author, he is often very* 1 
mischievous without designing to he so. For which reason 
J always lay it down as a rule, that an indiscreet man is 
more hurtful than an ill-natured one; for as the pnewill 
only attack his enemies, and those he wishes ill to, the 
other injures indifferently both friends and foes I cannot 
forbear, on this occasion, transcribing a fable out of Sir Bo- 
ger L’Estrange, which accidentally lies before me “A com- 
pany of waggish boys were watching of frogs at the side of 
a pond, and still as any of them put up their heads, they’d 
be pelting them down again with stones ‘ Children,’ says 
one of the frogs, ‘ you never consider, that though this be 
play to you, ‘tis death te us.’ ” 

As this week is in a manner set apart and dedicated to ^ 
serious thoughts I shall indulge myself in such speculation^ 
as may not be altogether unsuitable to the season , and m 
the mean time, as the setting in ourselves a charitable frame 
of mind is a work veiy proper for the time, I have in tins 
paper endeavoured to expose that particular breach of cha- 
nty which has been generally overlooked by divines, because 
they are hut few who can be guilty of it 


ST o 25 THURSDAY, MARCH 29 


— JEgrescitque medendo Yihg. 

The following letter will explain itself, and needs no apo«i 
logy ( Jk 

“ Sib, 

X am one of that sickly tnbe who are commonly 
known by the name of Yaletudmanans : and do confess to 
you, that I first eontractedthis ill habit of body, or rather of 
mind, by the study of physic X no sooner began to peruse 
books of this nature, but I found my pulse was irregular ; 
and scarce ever read the account of any disease, that I did 


NO 25 


THE SP&CTATOE 


279 


not fancy myself afflicted with Dr Sydenham’s learned 
treatise of fevers threw me into a lingering liechc, which 
hung upon me all the while I was reading that excellent 
piece 1 then applied myself to the study of set eral authors, 
^ who have written upon phthisical distempers, and by that 
means fell into a consumption , till at length growing very 
fat, I was m a manner shamed out of that imagination Not 
long after this I found in myself all the symptoms of the 
gout, except pain , hut was cured of it by a treatise upon the 
gravel written by a very ingenious author, who (as it is 
usual for physicians to convert one distemper into another) 
eased me of the gout by giving me the stone I at length 
studied myself into a complication of distempers , but, acci- 
dentally taking into my hand that ingenious discourse writ- 
ten by Sanctonus, I was resolved to direct myself by a 
scheme of rules which I had collected from his obseri ations 
The learned world are very well acquamted with that gen- 
tleman’s invention , who, for the better carrying on of Ins 

> experiments, contrived a certain mathematical chair, -which 
was so artificially hung upon springs, that it would u eigli any 
thing as well as a pair oi scales By this means he discovci ed 
how many oimces of his food passed by perspiration, w lint 
quantity of it was turned into nourishment, and how much 
went away by the other channels and distributions of nature 
“ Having provided myself with this chair, I used to study, 
eat, drink, and sleep in it , insomuch that I may be said, for 
these three last years, to have In ed in a pair of scales I com- 
pute myself, when I am in full health, to be precisely two 
hundredweight, falling short of it about a poimd after a dav’s 
fast, and exceeding it as much after a very full meal that 
it is my continual employment to trim the balance be tween 
these two t olatile pounds m my constitution In my or 
dmary meals I letch myself up to two hundredweight and 
^ half a pound , and if after having dined I find mi self tall short 
of it, I druib just so much small-beer, or eat such a quantity 
of biead, as is sufficient to make me weight In my greatest 
excesses I do not transgress more than the other half pound , 
■which, for my health’s sake, I do the first Monday in every 
month As soon as I find myself duly poised alter dinner, 
I -walk till I have perspired five ounces and four scruples , 
and when I discover by my chair, that I am so fai reduced, 
3 fall to ray books, and study away three ounces more As 



280 


jlddison’s wosks. 


for the r emainin g parts of the pound, I lreep no account of 
them I do not dine and sup by the clock, hut by my chair , 
for -when that informs me my pound of food is exhausted, 1 
conclude myself to be hungry, and lay m another with all 
diligence In my days of abstinence I lose a pound and an 
half, and on solemn fasts, am two pounds lighter than on " 
other days in the year 

“ I allow myself, one night with another, a quarter of a 
pound of sleep within a few grams more or less , and if upon 
my rising I find that I have not consumed my whole quantity, 

I take out the rest in my chair Upon an exact calculation 
of what I expended and received the last year, which I al- 
ways register in a book, I find the medium to be two hun- 
dredweight, so that I cannot discover that I am impaired 
one ounce in my health during a whole twelvemonth And 
yet, sir, notwithstanding this my great care to ballast myself 
equally eveiy day, and to keep my body in its proper poise, 
so it is, that I find myself in a sick and languishing condition 
My complexion is grown very sallow, my pulse low, and my - - 
body hydropical Let me therefore beg you, sir, to consider \ 
me as your patient, and to give me more certain rules to 
walk by than those I have already observed, and yon will 
very much oblige 

“ Your humble servant.” 

This letter puts me in mind of an Italian epitaph written 
on the monument of a Yaletudmanan, Stavo ben, ma per 
star megho, sto qui : which it is impossible to translate The 
fear of death often proves mortal, and sets people on methods 
to save their lives, which infallibly destroy them. This is a 
reflection made by some historians, upon observing that 
there are many more thousands killed in a flight than in a 
battle , and may he applied to those multitudes of imaginary 
sick persons that break their constitutions by physic, and \ 
throw themselves into the arms of death by endeavouring to^> 
escape it This method is not only dangerous, hut below 
the practice of a reasonable creature To consult the pre- 
servation of life as the only end of it, to make our health 
our business, to engage in no action that is not part of a 
r^r^en or course of physic, are purposes so abject, so 
Ejftoo "s, 0 unworthy human nature, that a generoiis soul 
wdl<* scarv. er die than submit to them Besides that a con- 
X ' 
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t iniinl anxiety for life vitiates all the relishes of it, and casts 
a gloom over the whole face of nature , as it is impossible 
we should take delight in. anything that we are every mo- 
ment afraid of losing 

I do not mean by what I have here said, that I think any one 
v* to b lam e for taking due care of their health On the con- 
trary. as cheerfulness of mind, and capacity for business, are 
in a great measure the eFects of a well-tempered constitution, 
a man cannot be at too much pains to cultivate and preserve 
it But this care, which we are prompted to, not only by 
common sense, hut by duty and instinct, should never en- 
gage us in groundless fears, melancholy apprehensions, and 
imaginary distempers, which are natural to eveiy man who 
is more anxious to live than how to live In short, the 
preservation of life should "be only a secondary concern, 
and the direction of it our principal If we have this 
frame of mind, we shall take the best means to preserve life, 
without bemg over-sohcitous about the event, and shall 
arrive at that point of felicity which Martial has mentioned 
^ as the perfection of happiness, of neither fearxng nor wishing 
for death 

In answer to the gentleman, who tempers his health by 
ounces and by scruples, and instead of complying with those 
natural solicitations of hunger and thirst, drowsiness or love 
of exercise, governs himself by the prescriptions of his chair, 
I shall tell mm a short fable J upiter, says the mythologist, 
to reward the piety of a certain countiyman, promised to 
give him whatever he would ask The countryman desired 
that he might have the management of the weather m his 
own estate He obtained his request, and immediately dis- 
- tnbuted ram, snow, and sunshine among his several fields, 
as he thought the nature of the soil required. At the end 
of the year, when he expected to see a more than ordinary 
t crop, his harvest fell infinitely short of that of his neigh- 
hours. upon which (says the* fable) he desired Jupiter to 
take the weather again into his own hands, or that otherwise 
lie should utterly ruin himself. 



* l’ 




2S2 


AJJDISOS S WOBKS 




i** V 


]S T o 26 ERIDAT, MARCH 30. 


Pallida mors aequo pulsat pede pauperum tabemas 
Regumque turres, 0 beate Sexti 

Vitae summa brei is spem nos i etat mchoare longam V 

Jam te premet nox, fabulaeque manes, 

Et domus exilis Plutoma — Hon 

"Whes - I am in a serious humour, I very often walk by 
myself in "Westminster Abbey , where the gloominess of the 
place, and the use to which it is applied, with the solemnity 
of the building, and the condition of the people who lie in it, 
are apt to fill the mind with a kind of melancholy, or rather 
thoughtfulness, that is not disagreeable I yesterday passed 
a whole afternoon m the churchyard, the cloisters, and the 
church, amusing myself with the tombstones and inscriptions 
that I met with m those several regions of the dead Most 
of them recorded nothing else of the buned person, but that 
he was bom upon one day, and died upon another: the 
whole history of his life being comprehended in those two ^ 
circumstances, that are common to all mankind I could ’ 
not but look upon these registers of existence, whether of 
brass or marble, as a kind of satire upon the departed per- 
sons , who bad left no other memorial of them, but that they 
were bom and that they died They put me in mind of several 
persons mentioned in the battles oi heroic poems, is ho have 
sounding names given them, for no other reason but that 
they may be killed, and are celebrated for nothing but bemg 
knocked on the head 


r \avKov te "iisoov-a te OEptriXoxo v te Hom. 

Glaucumque, Medontaque, Thersilochumque Virg 

The life of these men is finely described in holy writ by • 
“ the path_of an arrow,” which is immediately closed up and 
lost , . 

TJpon my gomg mto the church, I entertained myself with/^~ 
the digging of a grave , and saw in every shovelful of it that 
was thrown up, the fragment of a bone or skull mtermixt 
with a kind of fresh mouldering earth, that some time or 
other had a place m the composition of a human body 
Upon this I began to consider with myself what innumerable 
multitudes of people lay confused together under the pave- 
ment of that ancient cathedral , how men and women, friends • 
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and enemies, priests and soldiers, monks and pr ebendaries , c-'- & 
•were crumbled amongst one another, and blended together 
in the same common mass , how beauty, strength and youth, 
with old age weakness, and deformity, lay undistinguished 
in the same promiscuous heap of matter 
After having thus surveyed this great magazine of mor- 
tality, as it were in the lump ; I examined it more particu- 
larly by the accounts which I found on several of the 
monuments which are raised m every quarter of that ancient 
fabnc 1 Some of them were covered with such extravagant 
epitaphs, that, if it were possible for the dead person to he 
acquainted with them, he would blush at the praises which 
his friends have bestowed npon him There are others so 
excessively modest that they deliver the character of the 
person departed in Greek or Hebrew, and by that means 
are not understood once in a twelvemonth In the poetical 
quarter, I found there were poets who had no monuments, 
and monuments which had no poets I ohseri ed, indeed, 
that the present war had filled the church with many of 
^ these uninhabited monuments, which had been erected to the 
memory of persons whose bodies were perhaps buried m the 
plains of Blenheim, or m the bosom of the ocean fl'ML" - 

I could nolTbut he very much delighted with several 
modem epitaphs, which are wntten with great elegance of 
expression ana justness of thought, and therefore do honour 
to the living as well as to the dead As a foreigner is very 
apt to conceive an idea of 2 the ignorance or politeness of a 
nation, from the turn of their public monuments and inscrip- 
tions, they should he submitted to the perusal of men of 
learning and genius, before they are put m execution Sir 
, Clo udesly Sh ovel’s monument has very often given me great 
offence . instead' of the brave rough English Admiral, which 
was the distinguishing character of that plain gallant man, 

,-he is represented on his tomb by the figure of a beau, dressed 
"'♦-ill a long •periwig , and Teposmg himseli upon velvet cushions 
under a canopy of state The inscription is answerable to v 
the monument , for instead of celebrating tbe many remark- 
able actions he had performed in the service of his country, 
it acquaints us only with the manner of his death, in. which it 

' Accounts, ichich — Monuments, tchich 

5 If he had said, 11 to pass a judgment on,” the double genitive rase 
had been avoided. 
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was impossible for him to reap any honour. The Dutch, 
■whom we are apt to despise for -want of genius, show an in- 
finitely greater taste of antiquity and politeness in their 
buildings and works of this nature, than what we meet with 
in those of our own country The monuments of their ad- ^ 
mirals, which have been erected at the public expense, re- ’ 
present them like themselves ; and are adorned with rostral^ 
crowns and naval ornaments, with beautiful f estoons ofsea- 
weid, shells, and coral '•* 

But to return to our subject I have left the repository 
of our English kings for the contemplation of another day, 
when I shall find my mind disposed tor so serious an amuse- 
ment I know that entertainments of this nature are apt to 
raise dark and dismal thoughts in timorous minds and 
gloomy imaginations , but for my own part, though I am al- 
ways serious, I do not know what it is to be melancholy ; 
and can therefore take a view of nature in her deep and solemn 
scenes, with the same pleasure as in her most gay and delight- 
ful ones By this means I can improve myself with those , 
objects which others consider with terror "When I look ^ 
upon the tombs of the great, every emotion of envy dies in me ; 
when I read the epitaphs of the beautiful, every inordinate 
desire goes out , when I meet with the gnef of parents upon 
a tomb-stone, my heart melts with compassion , when I see 
the tomb of the parents themselves, I consider the vanity of 
grieving for those whom we must quickly follow . when I see 
kings lying by those who deposed them, when I consider nval 
, writs placed side by side, or the hol y me n that divided the 
worm with their contests and disputes, I reflect with sorrow 
and astonishment on the little competitions, factions, and 
debates of mankind "When I read the several dates of the 
tombs, of 1 some that died yesterday, and some six hundred 
years ago, I consider that great day when we shall all of us 
be contemporaries, and make our appearance together ^ 

* T Then I read the several dates of the tombs, of some, &c ] Better thus, 

“ W7«m, an reading the several dates of the tombs, I find that some," &c. 


Kb 28 


THE SEECTATOE 


2S5 


Iso 28 MOKDAT, APEEL 2 


— Neque semper axcum 

Tendit Apollo Hon 

ij- 

1 shale here present my reader with a letter from a pro- 
jector, concerning a new office which he thinks may very 
much contribute to the embellishment of the city, and to 
the driving barbarity out of our streets I consider it as a 
satire upon projectors m general, and a lively picture of the 
whole art of modem criticism 
“ Sib, 

Observing that you have thoughts of creating certain 
officers under you, for the inspection of several petty enormi- 
ties which you yourself cannot attend to . and findin g daily 
absurdities hung upon the sign-posts of this city, to the great 
scandal of foreigners, as well as those of our own country, 
who are cunous spectators of the same I do humbly pro- 
Xpose, that you would be pleased to make me your Supenn- 
' tendent of' all such figures and devices as are or shall he 
made use of on this occasion ; with full powers to rectify or 
expunge whatever I shall find irregular or detective Por 
want of such an officer, there is nothing like sound literature 
and good sense to be met with m those objects, that are 
everywhere thrusting themselves out to the eye, and endea- 
vouring to become visible Our streets are Idled with blue 
boars black swans, and red lions , not to mention firing pigs, 
and hogs in armour, with many other creatures more extraor- 
dinary than any in the deserts of Afnc Strange ! that one 
who has all the birds and beasts m nature to choose out of, 
should live at the sign of an Ens Rationis ' 

“ My first task therefore should be, like that of Hercules, 
to clear the city from monsters In the second place I would 
— ^forbid, that creatures of jarring and incongruous natures 
should be joined together m the same sign , such as the bell 
and the neat’s-tongue, -the dog and grid-iron The lox and 
goose may be supposed to have met , but what has the iox 
and the seven stars to do together ? And when did the lamb 
and dolphin ever meet except upon a sign-post ? As for the 
cat and fiddle, there is a conceit in it , and therefore I do 
not intend that anything I liav e here said should affect it I 
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must however observe to you upon this subject, that it is 
usual for a young tradesman, at his first setting up, to add 
to his sign that of the master whom he served ; as the hus- 
band, after mamage, gives a place to his mistress’s arms in 
his own coat This I take to have given rise to many of 
those absurdities which are committed over our heads , and, ~T r 
as I am informed, first occasioned the three nuns and a 
hare, which we see so frequently joined together I would 
therefore establish certain rules, for the determining how far 
one tradesman may give the sign of another, and in what 
cases he may be allowed to quarter it with his own 

“ In the third place, I would enjoin every shop to make 
use of a sign which bears some affinity to the wares in which 
it deals What can be more inconsistent than to see a bawd 
at the sign of the angel, or a tailor at the lion ? A cook 
should not live at the boot, nor a shoemaker at the roasted 
pig , and yet, for want of this regulation, I have seen a goat 
set up before the door of a perfumer, and the Trench lung’s 
head at a sword-cutler’s 

“An ingenious foreigner observes, that several of those ^ 
gentlemen who value themselves upon their families, and ' 
overlook such as are bred to trade, bear the tools of their 
forefathers in their coats of arms I will not examine how 
true this is m fact . but though it may not be necessary for 
posterity thus to set up the sign of their forefathers, I think 
it highly proper for those who actually profess the trade, to 
show some such marks of it before their doors 

“ "When the name gives an occasion for an ingenious sign- 
post, I would likewise advise the owner to take that oppor- 
tunity of letting the world know who he is It would have 
been ridiculous for the ingenious Mrs Salmon to have lived 
at the sign of the trout , for which reason she has erected 
before her house the figure of the fish that is her namesake. 
Mr Bell has likewise distinguished himself by a device of ^ 
the same nature ; and here, sir, I must beg leave to observe 
to you, that this particular figure of a bell has given occa- 
sion to several pieces of wit in this kind A man of your 
reading must know that Able Drugger gained great applause 
by it in the time of Ben J ohnson Our apocryphal heathen 
god is also represented by this figure , which, m conjunction 
with the dragon, makes a very handsome picture in several 
of our streets As for the Bell Savage, which is the sign of a 


No 28 


THE SEECTATOB 


287 


savage man standing t>y a bell, I was formerly very mucli 
puzzled upon the conceit of it till I accidentally fell into the 
reading oi an old romance translated out of the French , 
irhich gives an account of a very beautiful woman who was 
found in a wilderness and is called m the French La Belle 
Saui age, and is everywhere translated by our countrymen 
the Bell Savage This piece of philology will I hope*, con- 
vince you that I have made sign-posts my study, and. conse- 
quently qualified myself for the employment which I solicit 
at your hands But before I conclude my letter, I must 
co mmuni cate to you another remark which I have made 
upon the subject’ with which I am now entertaining you, 
namelv, that I can give a shrewd guess at the humour oi the 
inhabitant by the sign that hangs before his door A surly, 
cholene fellow generally makes choice of a bear , as men of 
milder dispositions frequently live at the lamb Seeing a 
punch-bowl painted upon a sign near Channg 7 Cross, and 
very curiously garnished, with a couple of angels kovenng 
over it, and squeezing a lemon into it I had the curiosity to 
^ ask after the master of the house, and found upon inquiry, 
as I had guessed by the little agrcmens upon Ins sign, that 
he was a Frenchman X know, sir, it is not requisite for me 
to enlarge upon these hints to a gentleman of your great 
abilities, so humbly recommending myself to your favour 
and patronage, 

K I remain,” &c 

I shall add to the foregoing letter another, which came to 
me by the same penny-post 

“ From my own Apartment near Charing- Crds. 

“Hoxoered Sin, 

Having heard that this nation is a great encourager 
of ingenuity, I have brought with me a rope-dancer that was 
.caught in one of the woods belonging to the Great Mogul 
jHe is by birth a monkey, hut swings upon a rope, takes a pipe 
'of tobacco, and drmks a glass of ale, like any reasonable 
creature He gives great satisfaction to the quality , and if 
they will make a subscription for him. I will send tor a bro- 
ther of Ins out of Holland that is a very good tumbler , and 
also for another of the same family, whom I design for my 
merry-andrew, as being an excellent mimic, and the greatest 
droll in the country where he now is I hope to have this 
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entertainment m a Teadmess for the next winter , and doubt 
not but it will please more than the opera or puppet-show. 
X will not say that a monkey is a better man than some of 
the opera heroes , but certainly he is a better representative 
of a man than the most artificial composition of wood and 
wire If you will be pleased to give me a good word m 
your paper, you shall be every night a spectator at my show 
for nothing. 

“ I am,” &c 


Ko. 29 TUESDAY, APEIL 3 


— Sermo lingua concinnus utraque 
Suanor ut Chio nota si comnusta Falemi est Hor 

There is nothing than has more startled our English au- 
dience, than the Italian recitativo at its first entrance upon 
the stage People were wonderfully surprised to hear ge- 
nerals singing the word of command, and ladies delivering 
messages m music Our countrymen could not forbear^ 
laughing when they heard a lover chanting out a billet-doux, 
and even the superscription of a letter set to a tune The 
famous blunder m an old play of “ Enter a king and two 
fiddlers solus,” was now no longer an absurdity , when it was 
impossible for a hero m a desert, or a princess in her closet, 
to speak anything unaccompanied with musical instruments 

But however this Italian method of acting in recitativo 
might appear 1 at first hearing, I cannot but think it much 
more just than that which prevailed in our English opera 
before this innovation . the transition from an air to recita- 
tive music being more natural, than the passing from a song 
to plain and ordinary speaking, which was the common 
method in Purcell’s operas 

The only fault I find in our present practice, is the making i 
use of Italian recitativo with En glish words pd 

To go to the bottom of this matter, 1 must observe, that 
the tone or (as the Erench call it) the accent of every nation 
in their ordinary speech, is altogether different from that of 
every other people , as we may see even m the "Welsh and 
Scotch, who border so near upon us. By the tone or accent, 

1 Might appear ] I should rather haie said, “might affect us at first 
hearing” 
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I do not mean the pronunciation of each particular word, but 
the soimd of the whole sentence. Thus it is very common 
for an English gentleman, when he hears a French tragedy, 
to complain that the actors all of them speak in a tone : and 
therefore he very wisely prefers his own countrymen, not 
considering that a foreigner complains of the same tone in 
an English actor. 

For this reason, the recitative music in every language 
should he as different as the tone or accent of each language, 
for otherwise, what may properly express a passion in one 
language will not do it in another Every one who has been 
long in Italy knows very well, that the cadences in the re- 
cilativo hear a remote afemty to the tone of their voices in 
ordinary conversation ; or, to speak more properly, are only 
the accents of their language made more musical and tuneful 
Thus the notes of interrogation, or admiration in ilieltalian 
music, (if one may so call them.) which resemble their ac- 
cents m discourse on such occasions, are not unlike the 
ordinary tones of an English voice when we are angry ; inso- 
\much that I have often seen our audiences extremely mistaken 
r as to what has been doing upon the stage, and expecting to 
see the hero knock down his messenger, when he has been 
asking him a question , or fancying that he quarrels with his 
friend, when he only bids him good-morrow 
For this reason the Italian artists cannot agree with our 
English musicians in admiring Purcell’s compositions, and 
thinking his tnnes so wonderfully adapted to his words, 
because both nations do not always express the same passions 
by the same sounds. 

I am therefore humbly of opinion, that an English com- 
poser should not follow the Italian recitative too servilely, 
but make use of many gentle deviations from it, in com- 
pliance with his own native language. He may copy out of 
it all the lulling softness and dying falls,” (as Shnkspeare 
_^C3 11s them.) hut should still remember that he ought to ac- 
commodate himself to an English audience , and by~ humour- 
ing the tone of our Yoices m ordinary conversation, have the 
same regard to the accent of his own language, as those per- 
sons had to theirs whom he professes to imitate. It is 
observed, that several of the singing birds of our own coun- 
try learn to sweeten their voices, and mellow the harshness 
of their natural notes, by practising under those thst come 

VOL. II. U 
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from -warmer climates. In the same manner I -would allow 
the I talian opera to lend our English music as much as may 
grace and soften it, hut never entirely to annihilate and 
destroy it. Let the infusion he as strong as you please, hut 
still let the subject matter of it he English 

A composer should fit his music to the genius of the r 
people, and consider that the delicacy of hearing, and taste 
of harmony, has been formed upon those sounds which every 
country abounds with : in short, that music is of a relative 
nature , and what is harmony to one ear, may he dissonance 
to another 

The same observations which I have made upon the recit- 
ative part of music, may he applied to all our songs and airs 
in general 

Sigmor Baptist Lully acted like a man of sense in this par- 
ticular He found the Trench music extremely defective, 
and very often barbarous : however, knowing the genius of 
the people, the humour of their language, and the prejudiced 
ears he had to deal with, he did not pretend to extirpate the 
Erench music, and plant the Italian m its stead; hut only toK 
cultivate and civilize it with innumerable graces and modula- 
tions which he borrowed from the Italian. By this means 
the Erench music is now perfect in its kind ; and when you 
say it is not so good as the Italian, you only mean that it 
does not please you so well, for there is scarce a Erenchman 
who would not wonder to hear you give the Italian such a 
preference The music of the Erench is indeed very pro- 
perly adapted to their pronunciation and accent, as their 
whole opera wonderfully favours the genius of such a gay, 
airy people The chorus in which that opera abounds gives 
the parterre frequent opportunities of joining in concert with 
the stage This inclination of the audience to King along 
with the actors, so prevails with them, that I have sometimes 
known the performer on the stage do no more in a celebrated, 
song, than the clerk of a parish church, who serves onlj> - 
to Taise the psalm, and is afterwards drowned in the music 
of the congregation. Every actor that comes on the stage is 
a beau The queens and heroines are so painted, that they 
appear as ruddy and cherry-cheeked as milk- maids. The 
shepherds are all embroidered, and acquit themselves better 
m a ball than our English daneing-masters I have seen a 
couple of nvers appear in red stockings , and Alpheus, instead 
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of having his head covered with sedge and hull-rushes, mating 
love in a fair full-bottomed periwig, and a plume of feathers ; 
but with a voice so full of shakes and quavers, that I should 
have thought the murmurs of a country brook the much 
more agreeable music 

Pf I remember the last opera I saw in that merry nation 
was the Pape of Proserpine , where Pluto, to make the more 
tempting figure, puts himself in a French equipage, and 
brings Ascalaphus along with him as his valet de chambre. 
Tins is what we call folly and impertinence, hut what the 
French look upon as gay and polite. 

I shall add no more to what I have here offered, than that 
music, architecture, and painting, as well as poetry and ora- 
tory, are to deduce their laws and rules from the general 
sense and taste of mankind, and not from the principles of 
those arts themselves ; or, in other words, the taste is not 
to conform to the art, hut the art to the taste Music is not 
designed to please only chromatic ears, hut all that are capa- 
ble of distinguishing harsh from disagreeable notes A man 
\>f an ordinary car is a judge whether a passion is expressed 
in proper sounds, and whether the melody of those sounds 
he more or less pleasing 


Ho 31. THURSDAY, APRIL 5. 


Sit taihi fas audita loqui ! — "Virg. 

Last night, upon my going into a coffee-house not far 
from the Haymarket Theatre, I diverted myself for above 
half an hour with overhearing the discourse of one, who, by 
the shahbiness of his dress, the extravagance of his concep- 
tions, and the hurry of his speech, I discovered to be of that 
species who are generally distinguished by the title of pro- 
jectors His gentleman, for I found he was treated as such 
-iby Ins audience, was entertaining a whole table of listeners 
with the project of an opera, which he told us had not cost 
him above two or three mornings in the contrivance, and 
which he was ready to put m execution, provided he might 
find his account in it He said, that he had observed the 
great trouble and inconvenience winch ladies were at, in 
travelling up and down to the several shows that are ex- 
hibited in different quarters of the town The dancing mon- 
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keys are in one place, the puppet-show in another; the 
opera in a third, not to mention the lions, that are almost 
a whole day’s journey -from the politer part of the town.. By 
this means people of figure are forced to lose half the winter 
after their coming to town, before they have seen all the_ 
strange sights about it In order to remedy this great in- ^ 
convenience, our projector drew out of his pocket the scheme 
of an opera, entitled. The Expedition of Alexander the Great ; 
in which he had disposed all the remarkable shows about 
town, among the scenes and decorations of his piece The 
thought, he confessed, was not originally his own, but that 
he had taken the hint of it from several performances which 
he had seen upon our stage , m one of which there was a 
raree-show ; in another a ladder-dance , and in others a pos- 
ture-man, a moiing picture, with many curiosities of the like 
nature 

This Expedition of Alexander opens with his consulting 
the Oracle at Delphos, in which the dumb conjurer, who has 
been visited by so many persons of quality of late years, is , 
to be introduced as telling him his fortune: at the samd^ 
time Clench of Barnet is represented in another comer of 
the temple, as Tinging the bells of Delphos, for joy of his ar- v 
rival The tent of Danus is to be peopled by the ingenious 
Mrs Salmon, where Alexander is to fall in love with a piece 
of wax-work, that represents the beautiful Statira. When 
Alexander comes mto that country, in which Quintus Curtius 
tells us the dogs were so exceeding fierce that they would 
not loose their hold, though they were cut to pieces limb by 
limb, and that they would hang upon their prey by their 
teeth i\hen they had nothing but a mouth left, there is to 
be a scene of Hockley in the Hole, in which is to be repre- 
sented all the diversions of that place, the bull-baitmg only 
excepted, which cannot possibly be exhibited in the theatre, 
by reason of the lowness of the roof The several woods in. 
Asia, which Alexander must be supposed to pass through* 
will give the audience a sight of monkeys dan cing upon 
ropes, with the many other pleasantries of that lucLsrous 
species At the same time, if there chance to be any strange 
animals in town, whether birds or beasts, they may be either 
let loose among the woods, or driven across the stage by 
some of the country people of Asia In the last great battle, 
Pmkethman is to personate King Porus upon an elephant, 
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and is to be encountered by Powell, representing Alexander 
tbe Great, upon a diomedary, which nevertheless Mr Powell 
is desired to call by the name of Bucephalus "Upon the 
dose of this great decisive battle, when the two kings are 
thoroughly reconciled, to show the mutual friendship and 
P< good correspondence that reigns between them, they both of 
them go together to a puppet-show, in which the ingenious 
Mr Powell, junior, may have an opportunity of displaying 
his whole art of machinery, for the diversion of the two 
monarclis Some at the table urged, that a puppet-show 
was not a suitable entertainment for Alexander the Great ; 
and that it might be introduced more properly, if we suppose 
the conqueror touched upon that part of India which is said 
to be inhabited by the Pigmies But this objection was 
looked upon as frivolous, and the proposal immediately over- 
ruled Our projector further added, that after the recon- 
ciliation of these two longs they might invite one another 
to dinner, and' either of them entertain his guest with the 
German artist Mr Pinkethman’s heathen gods, or any of 
/the like diversions, which shall then chance to be in vogue 
This project was received with very great applause by the 
whole table Upon which the undertaker told us, that he 
had not yet communicated to us above half his design , for 
that Alexander being a Greek, it was his intention that the 
whole opera should be acted in that language, which was a 
tongue he was sure would wonderfully please the ladies, 
especially when it was a little raised and rounded by the Ionic 
halect ; and could not but be acceptable to the whole audi- 
jnce, because there are fewer of them who understand Greek 
dian Italian. The only difficulty that remained was, how 
'0 get performers, unless we could persuade some gentlemen 
of the universities to learn to sing, in order to qualify them- 
selves for the stage , but this objection soon vanished, when 
the projector informed us, that the Greeks were at present 
~^ke only musicians in the Turkish empire and that it would 
be very easy for our factory at Smyrna to furnish ns every 
year with a colony of musicians, by the opportunity of the 
Turkey fleet “ besides, (says he,) if we want any single 
voice for any lower part in the opera, Lawrence can learn to 
speak Greek, as well as he does Italian, in a fortnight’s time ” 
The projector having thus settled matters to the good liking 
of all that heard him, he left his seat at the table, and planted 
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himself "before tlie fire, where I had unluckily taken my 
stand for the convenience of overhearing -what he said. 
"Whether he had observed me to he more attentive than or- 
dinary,! cannot tell, hut he had not stood by me above a 
quarter of a minute, but he turned short upon me on a sud- 
den, and catchmg me by a button of my coat attacked me 
very abruptly after the following manner Besides, sir, I 
have heard of a very extraordinary genius for music that lives 
in Switzerland, who has so strong a spring in his fingers, that 
he can make the board of an organ sound like a drum ; and 
if I could but procure a subscription of about ten thousand 
pounds every winter, I would undertake to fetch him over, 
and oblige him hy articles to set every thing that should be 
sung upon the English stage. After this be looked full in 
in my face, expecting I would make an answer ; when, by 
good luck, a gentleman that had entered the coffee-house since 
the projector applied himself to me, hearing him talk of his 
Swiss compositions, cried out with a kind of laugh, Is our 
music then to receive further improvements from Switzer- x 
land ? This alarmed the projector, who immediately let go* x 
my button, and turned about to answer bun I took the 
opportunity of the diversion which seemed to be made in 
favour of me, and laying down my penny upon the bar, retired 
with some precipitation 

No. 34. MONDAY, APRIL 9. 

— parcit 

Cognatis macnlis similis fera — Jnv. 

The club of which I am a member is very luckily com- 
posed of such persons as are engaged in different wavs of 
life, and deputed as it were out of the most conspicuous 
classes of mankind: hy this means I am furnished with the 
greatest variety of lnnts and materials, and know everything^ 
that passes in the different quarters and divisions, not only ~ 
of this great city, but of the whole kingdom My readers, 
too, have the satisfaction, to find, that there is no rank or 
degree among them who have not their representative in this 
club, and that there is always somebody present who will 
take care of their respective interests, that nothing may he 
written or published to the prejudice or infringement of their 
just rights and privileges. 
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I last niglit sate veiy late in company "with this select 
body of friends, who entertained me with several remarks 
which ther and others had made upon these my speculations, 
as also with the various success which they had met with 
among their several ranks and degrees of readers "Will 
/Hr Honeycomb told me, in the softest manner he could, that 
there were some ladies (but for your comfort, says Will , 
they are not those of the most wit) that were offended at the 
liberties I had taken with the opera and the puppet-show ; 
that some of them were likewise very much surprised, that I 
should think such serious points as the dress and equipage of 
persons of quality proper subjects for raillery 

He was going on, when Sir Andrew Freeport took him up 
short, and told him, that the papers he hinted at had done 
great good in the city, and that all their wives and daughters 
were the better for them : and further added, that the whole 
city thought themselves very much obliged to me for declaring 
my generous intentions to scourge nee and folly as they ap- 
pear m a multitude, without condescending to be a publisher 
> ofparticular intrigues and cuckoldoms In short, says Sir 
Andrew, if you avoid that foolish beaten road of falling upon 
aldermen and citizens, and employ your pen upon the vanity 
and luxury of courts, your paper must needs be of general use 
Upon this my friend the Templar told Sir Andrew, That 
he wondered to hear a rfan of his sense talk after that man- 
ner , that the city had always been the province for satire , 
and that the wits of King Charles’s time jested upon nothing 
else during his whole reign He then showed, by the ex- 
amples of Horace, Juvenal, Boileau, and the best writers of 
every age, that the follies of the stage and court had never 
been accounted too sacred for ridicule, how great soever the 

E ersons might be that patronized them But after all, says 
e, I think your raillery has made too great an excursion m 
attacking several persons of the inns ot court ; and I do not 
believe you can show me any precedent for your behaviour 
in that particular 

My good friend Sir Boger de Coverley, who had said no- 
thing all this while, began his speech with a pish * and told 
us, that he wondered to see so many men of sense so very se- 
'tious upon fooleries ' Let our good friend, said he, attack 
every one that deserves it: I would only advise you, Mr 
Spectator, applying himself to me, to take care how you 
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meddle with country squires : they are the ornaments of the 
English nation , men ot good heaas aiid sound bodies ! and, 
let me tell you, some of them take it ill of you, that you men- 
tion fox-hunters -with so little respect 

Captain Sentry spoke very sparingly on -this occasion. 
“What he said was only to commend my prudence in not f' 


touching upon the army, and advised me to continue to act 
discreetly in that point 
By this time I found every subject of my speculation^ was 
taken away from me, by one or other of the club ; and began 
to think myself in the condition of the good man that had one 
wife who took a dislike to his grey hairs, and another to his 
black, till by their picking out what each of them had an 
aversion to, they left his head altogether bald and naked 
“While I was thus musing with myself my worthy friend 
the clergyman, who, very luckily for me, was at the club 
that night, undertook my cause He told us, that he won- 
dered any order of persons should think themselves too con- 
siderable to be advised that it was not qualify, but inno- 
cence, which exempted men from reproof that vice and folly < 
ought to be attacked wherever they could be met with, and 
especially when they were placed m high and conspicuous 
stations of life He further added, that my paper would 
only serve to aggravate the pains^ of poverty, if it chiefly 
exposed those who are already depressed, and in some mea- 
sure turned into ridicule, by the meanness of their conditions 
and circumstances He afterwards proceeded to take notice 
of the great use this paper might be of to the public, by 
reprehending those vices which are too trivial for the chastise- 
ment of the law, and too fantastical for the cognizance of 
the pulpit He then advised me to prosecute my undertaking 
witlx cheerfulness, and assured me, that whoever might be 
displeased with me, I should be approved by all those whose 
praises do honour to the persons on whom they are bestowed, w 
The whole club pays a particular deference to the dis-jr* 
course of this gentleman, and are drawn into what he says, 
as much by the candid, ingenious manner with which he de- 
livers himself, as hy the strength of argument and force of 
reason which he makes use of Will Honeycomb immedi- 
ately agreed, tbat wbat he had said was nght , and that for 
lus part, he would not insist upon the quarter which he had 
demanded for the ladies. Sir Andrew gave np the city with 
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the same frankness The Templar would not stand out : and 
was followed by Sir Eoger and the Captain : who all agreed 
that I should lie at liberty to carry the war into what quar- 
ter I pleased ; provided I continued to combat with crimi- 
nals in a body, and to assault the nee without hurting the 
person 

This debate, which was held for the good of mankind, put 
me in mind of that which the Boman triumvirate were for- 
merly engaged in, for their destruction Eveiy man at first 
stood hard lor his friend till they found that by this means 
they should spoil them proscription and at length, making 
a sacrifice of all their acquaintance and relations, furnished 
out a Tery decent execution 

Having thus taken my resolutions to march on boldly in 
the cause of virtue and good sense, and to annoy their ad- 
versaries in whatever degree or rank of men they may be 
found, I shall he deaf for the future to all the remonstrances 
that shall be made to me on this account If Punch grows 
extravagant, I shall reprimand him very freely • if the stage 
> becomes a nursery of folly and impertinence, I shall not be 
afraid to animadvert upon it In short, if I meet with any- 
thing in city, court, or country, that shocks modesty or good 
manners, I shall use my utmost endeavours to make an ex- 
ample of it I must, however, entreat every particular 
person, who does me the 'honour to he a reader of this paper, 
never to think himself, or any one of his friends or enemies, 
aimed at in what is said . for I promise him never to draw 
a faulty character which does not fit at least a thousand 
people , or to publish a single paper that is not written in 
the spirit of benevolence, and with a love to mankind 


ISTo 35 TUESDAY, APEEL 10 

Risu mepto res ineptior nulla est. Mart. 

Axioxg all kinds of writing, there is none in which authors 
are more apt to miscarry than m works of humour as there 
is none m which they are more ambitious to excel It is 
not an imagination that teems with monsters, an head that 
is filled with extravagant conceptions, which is capable of 
furnishing the world with diversions of this nature , and yet, 
if we look into the productions of several writers, who set 
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np for men of humour, what -wild irregular fancies, "what 
unn atural distortions of thought, do we meet with ? If they 
speak nonsense, they believe they are talking humour ; and 
when they have drawn together a scheme of absurd, incon- 
sistent ideas, they are not able to read it over to themselves 
without laughing These poor gentlemen endeavour to gain ^ 
themselves the reputation of wits and humourists, by such 
monstrous conceits as almost qualify them for Bedlam , not 
considering that humour should always lie under the check of 
reason, and that it requires the direction of the nicest judg- ' 
ment, by so much the more as it indulges itself in the most 
boundless freedoms There is a kind of nature that is to be 
observed in this sort of compositions, as well as in all other; 
and a certain regularity of thought which must discover the 
writer to'beaman of sense, at the same tame that ‘he appears 
altogether given up to capnce Por my part, when I read 
the delirious mirth of an unskilful author, I cannot be so 
barbarous as to divert myself with it, but am rather apt to 
pity the man, than to laugh at anything he writes 

The deceased Mr Shadwell, who had himself a great deal of 
the talent which I am treating of, represents an empty rake' ' , 
in one of his plays, as very much surprised to hear one say 
that breaking of windows was not humour , and I question 
not but several English readers will be as much startled to 
hear me affirm, that many of those raving incoherent pieces, 
which are often spread among us, under odd chimerical titles, 
are rather the offsprings of a distempered brain, than works 
of humour. 

It is indeed much easier to describe what is not humour, 
than what is; and very difficult to define it otherwise than as 
Cowley has done wit, by negatives Were I to give my own 
notions of it, I would deliver them after Plato’s manner, in 
a land of allegory, and by supposing Humour to be a person, 
deduce to him all his qualifications, according to the follow- ) 
ing genealogy Truth was the founder of the family, and the V- - 
father of Good Sense Good Sense was the father of "Wit/ 
who married a lady of a collateral line, called Mirth, by whom 
he had issue Humour. Humour therefore being the young- 
est of this illustrious family, and descended from parents of 
such different dispositions, is very various and unequal in his 
temper ; sometimes you see him putting on grave looks and 
a solemn habit, sometimes airy in his behaviour, and fantastic 
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in. liis dress : insomucli that at different times he appears aa 
senous as a judge, and as jocular as a merry-andrew But 
as he has a’ great deal of the mother in his constitution, 
whatever mood he is in, he never fails to make Ins company 
laugh 

But since there is an impostor abroad, who takes upon 
him the name of this young gentleman, and would willingly 
pass for him in the world ; to the end that well-meaning per- 
sons may not he imposed npon by cheats, I wonld desire my 
readers, when they meet with this pretender, to look into 
his parentage, and to examine him strictly, whether or no 
he he remotely allied to Truth, and lineally descended from 
Good Sense ; if not, they may conclude him a counterfeit. 
They may likewise distinguish him hy a loud and excessive 
laughter, in which he seldom gets his company to join with 
him Bor as True Humour generally looks senous, while 
everybody laughs about him, False Humour is always 
laughing, whilst everybody about him looks senous I shall 
only add, if he has not in him a mixture of both parents, 
that is, if he would pass for the ofispnng of "Wit without 
Mirth, or Mirth without "Wit, you may conclude him to he 
altogether spurious and a cheat 

The impostor of whom I am speaking, descends onginally 
from Falsehood, who was the mother of Honsense, who was 
brought to bed of a son called Frenzy, who mamed one of 
the daughters of Folly, commonly known by the name of 
laughter, on whom he begot that monstrous infant of which 
I haie been here speaking I Shall set down at length the 
genealogical table of False Humour, and, at the same time, 
place under it the genealogy of True Humour, that the 
reader may at one view behold their different pedigrees and 
relations. 

Falsehood. 

Nonsense 

Fbenzt Laughtee. 

False Humous 


Tbuth. 
Goon Sense 

Wit Meets 

Humoub. 


I might extend the allegory, by mentioning several of the 
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children of False Humour, who are more in number than 
the sands of the sea and might in particular enumerate the 
many sons and daughters which he nas begot in this island. 
But as this would be a very invidious task, I shall only ob- 
serve in general, that False Humour differs from the True, 
as a monkey does from a man 

First of all. He is exceedingly given to little apish tncks 
and buffooneries. 

Secondly, He so much delights in mimiciy, that it is all 
one to him whether he exposes by it vice and folly, luxury 
and avarice , or, on the contrary, virtue and wisdom, pain 
and poverty 

Thirdly, He is wonderfully unlucky, insomuch that he will 
bite the hand that feeds him, and endeavour to ridicule both 
friends and foes indifferently For having but small talents, 
he must be merry where he can, not where he should 

Fourthly, Being entirely void of reason, he pursues no 
point either of morality or instruction, but is ludicrous only 
for the sake of being so 

Fifthly, Being incapable of anything but mock-represent- 
ations, ms ridicule is always personal, and aimed at the vici- 
ous man, or the writer , not at the vice, or at the writing. 

I have here only pointed at the whole species of false 
humourists , but as one of my principal designs in this paper 
is to beat down that malignant spirit which discovers itself 
in the writings of the present age, I shall not scruple, for 
the future, to single out any of the small wits that infest the 
world with such compositions as are ill-natured, immoral, 
and absurd This is the only exception which I shall make 
to the general rule I have prescribed myself, of attacking 
multitudes, since every honest man ought to look upon 
himself as in a natural state of war with the libeller and 
lampooner, and to annoy them wherever they fall in his way. 
This is but retaliating upon them, and treating them as they 
treat others 


Ho 37. THURSDAY, A P~R,TT , 12 


—Non ilia colo calathisve Mmervae 
Foemineas assueta manns Yibg. 

Some months ago, my friend Sir [Roger, being in the 
country, enclosed a letter to me, directed to a certain lady 
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whom I shall here call by the name of Leonora, and as it 
contained matters of consequence, desired me to deliver it to 
her vrith my own hand Accordingly I waited upon her lady- 
ship pretty early in the morning, and was desired by her 
women to walk into her lady’s library, till such tune as she 
was in readiness to receive me The very sound of a lady’s 
library gave me a great curiosity to see in it , and as it was 
some time before the lady came to me, I had an opportunity 
of turning over a great many of her books, which were ranged 
together in a very beautiful order At the end of the folios 
(which were finely hound and gilt) were great jars of China 
placed one above another in a very noble piece of architecture 
The quartos were separated from the octavos by a pile of small- 
er vessels, which rose in a delightful pyramid The octavos 
were bounded by tea-dishes of all shapes, colours, and sizes, 
which were so disposed on a wooden frame, that they looked 
like one continued pillar indented with the finest strokes of 
sculpture, and stained with the greatest variety of dyes. 
That part of the library which was designed for the reception 
of plays and pamphlets, and other loose papers, was enclosed 
in a kind of square, consisting of one of the prettiest gro- 
tesque works that ever I saw, and made up of scaramouches, 
lions, monkeys, mandarines, trees, shells, and a thousand other 
odd figures m China ware In the midst of the room was a 
little Japan table, with a quire of gilt paper upon it, and on 
the paper a silver snuff-box made in the shape of a little book 
I found there were several other counterfeit books upon the 
upper shelves which were carved m wood, and served only 
to fill up the numbers, like fagots m the muster of a regi- 
ment I was wonderfully pleased with such a mixt land of 
furniture, as seemed very smtable to both the lady and the 
scholar and did not know at first whether I should fancy 
myself in a grotto, or in a library 

TJpon my looking into the books, I found there were some 
few which the lady had bought for her own use, but most of 
them had been got together, either because she had heard 
them praised, or because she had seen the authors of them 
Among several that I examined, I very well remember these 
that follow 


Ogilby’s Tirgil 
Dryden’s Juvenal 
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Cassandra. 

Cleopatra. 

Astraea 

Sir Isaac Newton’s Worts 

The Grand Cyrus ; with a pin stuck in cue of the middle 
leaves 

Pembroke’s Arcadia 

Locke of Human Understanding; with a paper of patches 
in it. 

A spelling-hook 

A Dictionary for the explanation of hard words. 

Sherlock upon Death 

The fifteen Comforts of Matrimony. 

Sir William Temple’s Essays 

Father Malbranche’s Search after Truth, translated into 
English. 

A book of Hovels 

The Academy of Compliments. 

Culpepper’s Midwifery 
The Ladies’ Calling. 

Tales in Verse by Mr. Durfey : bound in red leather, gilt 
on the back, and doubled down in several places. 

All the Classic Authors, in wood 
A set of Elzmr’s, by the same hand. 

Clelia -. which opened of itself in the place that describes 
two lovers in a bower. 

Baker’s Chronicle 
Advice to a Daughter. 

The new Atalantis, with a Hey to it. 

Mr Steele’s Christian Hero. • 

' A Prayer-book ; with a bottle of Hungary water by the 
side of it 

Dr Sackeverell’s Speech. 

Fielding’s Trial 
Seneca’s Morals 

Taylor’s holy Living and Dying. 

La Ferte’s Instructions for Country Dances. 

I wa3 taking a catalogue in my pocket-book of these, and 
several other authors, when Leonora entered, and, upon my 
presenting her with a letter from the Knight, told me, with 
an unspeakable grace, that she hoped Sir Soger was in good 
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liealfcli, I answered yes ; for I hate long speeches, and after 
a how or two retired 

Leonora was formerly a celebrated heauty, and is still a 
very lovely woman She has been a widow for two or three 
rears, and being unfortunate in her first marriage, has taken 
a resolution never to venture upon a second She has no 
children to take care of, and leaves the management of her 
estate to my good friend Sir Boger But as the mind na- 
turally sinks into a kind of lethargy, and falls asleep, that is 
not agitated by some favourite pleasures and pursuits, Leo- 
nora has turned all the passions of her sex into a love of 
hooks and retirement She converses chiefly with men, (as 
Bhe has often said herself,) hut it is only in their writings ; 
and admits of very few male-visitants, except my friend Sir 
Boger, whom she hears with great pleasure, and without 
scandal As her reading has lam very much among romances, 
it has given her a very particular turn of thinking, and dis- 
covers itself even m her house, her gardens, and her furni- 
ture Sir Boger has entertained me an hour together with 
description of her country-seat, which is situated m a kind 
of wilderness, about an hundred miles distant from London, 
and looks like a little enchanted palace The rocks about her 
are shaped into artificial grottoes, covered with woodbines 
and jessamines The woods are cut into shady walks, twisted 
into bowers, and filled with cages of turtles The springs 
are made to run among pebbles, and by that means taught to 
murmur very agreeably They are likewise collected into a 
beautiful lake, that is inhabited by a couple of swans, and 
empties itself by a little nvulet which runs through a green 
meadow, and is known in the family by the name of The 
Purling Stream The Knight likewise tells me, that this 
lady preserves her game better than any of the gentlemen 
mthe country “Not (says Sir Boger) that she sets so 
great a value upon her partridges and pheasants, as upon her 
larks and nightingales Por she says that every bird which 
is killed m her ground, will spoil a concert, and that she 
shall certainly miss him the next year ” 

"When I think how oddly this lady is improved by learning, 
I look upon her with a mixture of admiration and pity 
Amidst these innocent entertainments which she has formed 
to herself, how much more valuable does she appear than 
those of her sex who employ themselves m diversions that 
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are less reasonable, though more in fashion * "What improve- 
ments would a woman have made, who is so susceptible of 
impressions from what she reads, had she been guided to 
such books as have a tendency to enlighten the understand- 
ing and rectify the passions, as well as to those which are of* 
little more use than to divert the imagination! _ 

But the manner of a lady’s employing herself usefully in ’ 
reading shall be the subject of another paper, in which I de- 
sign to recommend such particular books as may be proper 
for the improvement of the sex And as this is a subject of 
a very nice nature, I shall desire my correspondents to give 
me their thoughts upon it. 


Iso. 39. SATUBDAY, APEIL 14 


Multa fero, ut placeam genus irritabile vatum, 

Cum scnbo — Hon. 

As a perfect tragedy is the noblest production of human^ 
nature, so it is capable of giving the mind one of the most ^ 
delightful and most improving entertainments “ A virtu- 
ous man (says Seneca) struggling with misfortunes, is such 
a spectacle as gods might look upon with pleasure;” and 
such a pleasure it is which one meets with in the represent- 
ation of a well-written tragedy. Diversions of this kind 
wear out of our thoughts everything that is mean and little 
They cherish and cultivate that humanity which is the orna- 
ment of our nature They soften insolence, soothe affliction, 
and subdue the mmd to the dispensations of Providence. 

It is no wonder, therefore, that in all the polite nations of 
the world, this part of the drama has met with public en- 
couragement 

The modem tragedy excels that of Greece and Borne, in 
the intricacy and disposition of the fable , but, what a"Chiis-i 
tian vnter would be ashamed to own, falls infinit ely short? 
of it in the moral part of the performance. 

_ This I may show more at large hereafter ; and in the mean 
time, that I may contribute something towards the improve- 
ment of the English tragedy, I shall take notice, in this, and 
in other following papers, of some particular parts in it that 
seem liable to exception 
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Aristotle observes, that tbe Iambic verse in the Greek 
tongue was the most proper for tragedy • because at the same 
time that it lifted up the discourse from prose, it was that 
which approached nearer to it than any other kind of verso. 
“ For, (says he,) we may observe that men in ordinary dis- 
course very often speak Iambics, without taking notice of it " 
"We may make the same observation of our English blank 
verse, which often enters into our common discourse though 
we do not attend to it, and in such a due medium between 
rhyme and prose, that it seems wonderfully adapted to tra- 
gedy I am therefore very much offended when I see a play 
m rhyme ; which is as absurd in English, as a tragedy of 
Hexameters would have been in Greek or Latin The sole- 
cism is I think, still greater in those plays that have some 
scenes in rhyme and some in blank verse, which are to be 
looked upon as two several languages: or where we see 
some particular s imil es dignified with rhyme, at the same 
time that everything about them lies in blank verse I 
would not however, debar the poet from concluding his tra- 
gedy, or if he pleases, every act of it, with two or three 
couplets which may have tile same effect as an air m the 
Italian opera after a long recitativo, and give the actor a 
graceful exit Besides that we see a diversity of numbers 
in some parts of the old tragedy, in order to hinder the ear 
from being tired with the same continued modulation of 
voice For the same reason I do not dislike the speeches in 
our English tragedy that dose with an henustic or half verse, 
notwithstanding the person who speaks after it begins a new 
verse, without filling up the preceding one ; nor with abrupt 

E auses and breakings off in the middle of a verse, when they 
rmour any passion that is expressed by it 
Since I am upon this subject I must observe, that our 
English poets have succeeded much better in the style than 
in the sentiments of their tragedies Their language is veiy 
^iften noble and sonorous, but the sense either very trifling 
or very common On the contrair, m lhe ancient tragedies, 
and indeed in those of Corneille and Eacme, though the ex- 
pressions are very great it is the thought that bears them up 
and swells them For my own part, I prefer a noble senti- 
ment that is depressed with homely language, infinitely be- 
fore a vulgar one that is blown up with all the sound and 
energy of expression "Whether this defect in our tragedies 
vol. n x 
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may nse from want of genius, knowledge, or experience in 
the writers, or from their compliance with the vicious taste 
of their readers, who are better judges of the language than 
of the sentiments, and consequently rehsh the one more than 
the other, I cannot determine But I believe it might rec- 
tify the conduct both of the one and of the other, if the 
writer laid down the whole contexture of his dialogue in 
plain Enghsh, before he turned it into blank verse ; and if 
the reader, after the perusal of a scene, would consider the 
naked thought of every speech in it, when divested of all its 
tragic ornaments, by this means, without being imposed 
upon by words, we may jtidge impartially of the thought, 
and consider whether it be natural or great enough for the 
person that uttera it, whether it deserves to shine in such a 
blaze of eloquence, or show itself in such a variety of lights 
as are generally made use of by the writers of our English 
tragedy 

1 must in the next place observe, that when our thoughts 
are great and just, they are often obscured by the sounding . 
phrases, hard metaphors, and forced expressions in whichf. 
they are clothed Sbakspeare is often very faulty in this 
particular There is a fine observation m Aristotle to this 
purpose, which I have never seen quoted- “ The expression 
(says he) ought to be very much laboured in the unactive 
parts of the table, as in descriptions, similitudes, narrations, 
and the like , in which the opinions, manners, and passions 
of men are not represented; tor these (namely, the opinions, 
manners, and passions) are apt to be obscured by pompous 
plirases and elaborate expressions.” Horace, who copied 
most of his criticisms after Aristotle, seems to have had his 
ej e on the foregoing rule, in the following verses ; 

Et tragicus plerumque dolet sermone pedestri. 

Telephus et Peleus, cum pauper et exul uterque, 

Projicit ampullas et sesqmpedalia verba. 

Si curat cor spectantis tetigisse querela. 

Tragedians too lay by their state, to grieve 
Peleus and Telephus, exiled and poor. 

Forget their swelling and gigantic words Ld Roscojraos. 

Among our modem English poets, there is none who was 
better turned for tragedy than Lee ; if instead of favou ring 
the impetuosity of his genius, he had restrained it, and kept 
it within its proper hounds. His thoughts are wonderfully 
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suited to tragedy, but frequently lost in sucb a cloud of -words, 
that it is hard to see the beauty of them , there is an infinite 
fire m his -works, but so involved m smoke, that it does not 
appear in half its lustre He frequently succeeds m the 
passionate parts of the tragedy, but more particularly where 
he slackens Ins efforts, and eases the style of those epithets 
and metaphors, m which he so much abounds "What can be 
more natural, more soft, or more passionate, than that hue in 
Statira’s speech, where she describes the charms of Alexan- 
der’s conversation ? 

Then he would talk — Good Gods ’ how he would talk ' 

That unexpected break m the line, and turning the de- 
scription of his manner of talking into an admiration of it, is 
inexpressibly beautiful, and wonderfully suited to the fond 
character ot the peison that speaks it There is a simplicity 
m the words, that outshines tne utmost pnde of expression 
Otway has followed nature in the language of his tragedy, 
and therefore shines m the passionate parts, more than any 
^of our English poets As there is something familiar and 
domestic in the table of his tragedy, more than m those of 
any other poet, he has little pomp, but great force, in his ex- 
pressions Eor which reason, though he has admirably suc- 
ceeded in the tender and melting part of his tragedies, he 
sometimes falls into too great a familiarity of phrase m those 
parts, which, by Aristotle’s rule, ought to have been raised 
and supported by the dignity of expression 

It has been observed by others, that this poet has founded 
his tragedy of Yemce Preserved on so -wrong a plot, that the 
greatest characters in it are those of rebels and traitors 
Had the hero of his play discovered the same good qualities in 
the defence of his country, that he showed for its ruin and sub- 
version, the audience could not enough pity and admire him . 
but as he is now represented, we can only say of him what 
-^the Homan historian says of Catiline, that his fall would have 
been glorious (si pro patna sic concidisset ) had' he so fallen 
in the service of his country 1 

1 This, and the four following critical papers, are very judicious, sad 
oxtremdj well written. 
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JSTo 40 MONDAY, APEIL 16. 


Ac ne forte pates me, quie facere ipse recusem. 

Cum recte tractant alii, laudare maligne ; 

Ille per extentum funem miii posse ndetur 
Ire Poeta, meum qui pectus mamter angit, 

Iratat, mulcet, falsis terronbus implet, 

Ut magus , et modo me Thebis, modo point Atlieius Hor. 



Tut English wnters of tragedy are possessed "with a notion, 
that when they represent a virtuous or innocent person in 
distress, they ought not to leave him till they have delivered 
him out of his troubles, or made him triumph over his enemies. 
This error they have been led into by a ridiculous doctrine 
m modem criticism, that they are obliged to an equal 
distribution of rewards and punishments, and an impartial 
execution of poetical justice "Who were the first that estab- 

lished this rule I know not ; but I am sure it has no found- 
ation in nature, in reason, or in the practice of the ancients 
"We find that good and evil happen alike to all men on this 
side the grave : and as the principal design of tragedy is to^ 
raise commiseration and terror in the minds of the audience, 
ne shall defeat this great end, if we always make virtue and 
innocence happy and successful. "Whatever crosses and disap- 
pointments a good man suffers in the body of the tragedy, they 
will make but small impression on our minds, when we know 
that in the last act he is to arrive at the end of his wishes 
and desires "When we see him engaged in the depth of his 
afflictions, we are apt to comfort ourselves, because we are 
sure he will find his way out of them ; and that his grief, how 
great soever it may he at present, will soon terminate in 
gladness Eor this reason the ancient writers of tragedy 
treated men in tlieir plays as they are dealt with in the world, 
hy making virtue sometimes happy and sometimes miserable, 
as they found it in the fable which they made choice of, or as it 
might affect their audience in the most agreeable m ann er 
Aristotle considers the tragedies that were written in either 
ot these kinds, and observes, that those which ended unhap- 
pily had always pleased the people, and earned away the 
prize m the public disputes of the stage, from those that 
ended happily. Terror and commiseration leave a pleasing 
anguish m the mind ; and fix the audience in such a serious 
composure of thought as is much more lasting and delight- 
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ful tlian any little transient starts of -|oy and satisfaction. 
Accordingly, ire find that more of our English tragedies hare 
succeeded. In which the favourites of the audience sink under 
their calamities, than those in which they recover themselves 
out of them The best plays of this kind are the Orphan, 
Temce Preserved. Alexander the Great, Theodosius, All for 
Love, CEdipus, Oroonoko. Othello. &c King Lear is an ad- 
mirable tragedy of the same kind, as Shakspeare wrote it ; 
but as it is reformed according to the chimerical notion of 

E oetieal justice, in my humble opinion it has lost half its 
eauty At the same time I must allow, that there are very 
nobletragedies, which have been framed upon the other plan, 
and have ended happily ; as indeed most of the good tragedies, 
which have been written since the starting of the above-men- 
tioned criticism, have taken this turn; as, the Mourning 
Bride Tamerlane. Ulysses Phadra and Hrppolytus, with most 
of Mr. Dryden’s 1 must also allow, that many of Shak- 
speare’s, and several of the celebrated tragedies oi antiquity, 
are cast in the same form I do not therefore dispute against 
-^this way of writing tragedies, but against the criticism that 
would establish this as the only method , and by that means 
would very much cramp the English tragedy, and perhaps 
give a wrong bent to the genius of our writers 

The tragi-comedy, which is the product of the English 
theatre, is one of the most monstrous inventions that ever 
entered mto a poet’s thoughts An author might as well 
think of weaving the adventures of iEneas and Hudibras in- 
to one poem, as of writing such a motley piece of mirth and 
sorrow But the absurdity of these performances is so very 
visible, that I shall not insist upon it 
The same objections which are made to tragi-comedy, may 
m some measure be applied to all tragedies that have a 
double plot m them ; which are likewise more frequent upon 
ithe English stage than upon any other for though the gnef 
-'I'of the audience, m such performances, be not changed into 
another passion, as m tragi-comedies, it is diverted upon an- 
other object, which weakens their concern for the principal 
action and breaks the tide of sorrow by throwing it into differ- 
ent channels This inconvenience however may m a great 
measure be cured, if not wholly removed, by the skilful choice 
of an under-plot, which may bear such a near relation to the 
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principal design, as to contribute towards tbe completion of 
it, and be concluded by tbe same catastrophe 

There is also another particular, which may be reckoned 
among tbe blemishes, or rather tbe false beauties, of our Eng- 
lish tragedy I mean those particular speeches which are 
commonly known by the name of rants The warm and pas- j 
sionatc parts of a tragedy are always the most taking with 
the audience , for which reason we often see the players pro- 
nouncing, in all the violence of action, se\ eral parts of the 
tragedy which the author writ with great temper, and designed 
that they should hate been so acted 'I hate seen Powell 
tery often raise himself a loud clap by this artifice The 
poets that were acquainted with this secret, have given fre- 
quent occasion for such emotions in the actor, by adding ve- 
hemence to words where there was no passion, or inflaming 1 
a real passion into fustian This hath filled the mouths of 
our heroes with bombast , and given them such sentiments, 
as proceeded rather from a swelling than a greatness of mind 
Unnatural exclamations, curses, vows, blasphemies, a defiance 
of mankind, and an outraging of the gods, frequently passw 
upon the audience for towering thoughts, and have accord- 
ingly met with infinite applause 

I shall here add a remark, which I am afraid our tragic 
writers may make an ill use of As our heroes are generally 
lovers, their swelling and blustering upon the stage very much 
recommends them to the fair part of their audience The 
ladies are wonderfully pleased to see a man insulting kings, 
or affronting the gods, m one scene, and throwing himself at 
the feet of his mistress m another Let him behave him- 
self insolently towards the men, and abjectly towards the 
fair one, and it is ten to one but he proves a favourite of the 
boxes Dryden and Lee, in several of their tragedies, have 
practised this secret with good success 

But to show how a rant pleases beyond the most just and\ 
natural thought that is not pronounced with vehemence, Ir 
would desire the reader, when he sees the tragedy of (Edipusi, 
to obsertc how quietly the hero is dismissed at the end of 
the third act, after having pronounced the following lines, in 
which the thought is very natural, and apt to move compas- 
sion 

1 Infammg^ I should prefer stiffening, m this place, to inflaming. 
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To jou, good gods, I make my last appeal; 

Or clear m> virtues, or my crimes reveal 
If m the mare of fate I blind]} run. 

And backward trod those paths I sought to shim, 

Impute m> errors to j our own decree 
Mj hands arc guilt}, but my heart is free 

Let us then observe with what thunder-daps of applause 
he leaves the stage, after the impieties and execrations at the 
end of the fourth act; and you will wonder to see an 
audience so cursed, and so pleased at the same time 
Oh that, as oft I hai c at Athens seen 
[where, by the way, there was no stage till many years after 
CEdipus] 

The stage arise, and the big clouds descend , 

So now in very deed I might behold 
This ponderous globe, and all yon marble roof. 

Meet like the hands of JoTe, and crush mankind. 

For all the elements, &c 

ADVEHTISElEEXT. 

Having spoken of Mr Powell, as sometimes raising himself 
applause from the ill taste of an audience ; I must do him 
the justice to own, that he is excellently formed for a 
tragedian, and, when he pleases, deserves the admiration 
of the best judges , as I doubt not but be will in the Con- 
quest of Mexico, which is acted for his own benefit to- 
morrow night. 


jSTo 42 WEDNESDAY, APEIL 18 

Garganum mugtre putes nemus aut mare Thuscum, 

Tanto cum strepitu ludi spectantur, et artes, 

Diviteque peregrin® , quibus oblitus actor 
Cum stent in scena, concumt destem Ian ®. 

Dmt adhuc aliquid ? Nil sane Quid placet ergo ? 

, Lana Tarentino violas imitata veneno Hon. 

-f\ Aristotle has observed, that ordinary writers in tragedy 
endeavour to raise terror and pity m their audience, not by 
proper sentiments and expressions, but by the dresses ana 
decorations of the stage There is something of this kind 
very ridiculous m the English theatre When the author 
has a mind to terrify ns, it thunders ; when he would make 
us melancholy, the stage is darkened But among all our 
tragic artifices, I am the most offended at those which are 
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made use of to inspire ns with magnificent ideas of the per- 
sons that speak 1 The ordinary method of making an hero, 
is to clap a huge«plume of feathers upon his head, which 
ri^es so tery high, that there is often a greater length from 
his chin to the top of his head, than to the sole of his foot. 
Ore would believe, that we thought a great man and a tall "Vr 
man the same thing This very much embarrasses the actor, 
who is forced to hold his neck extremely stiff and steady all 
the while he speaks ; and, notwithstanding any anxieties 
which he pretends for his mistress, his country, or his friends, 
one may see by his action, that his greatest care and concern 
is to keep the plume of feathers from falling off his head 
For my own part, when I see a man uttering his complaints 
under such a mountain of feathers I am apt to look upon 
him rather as an unfortunate lunatic than a distressed hero. 

As these superfluous ornaments upon the head make a great 
man. a prmcess generally receives her grandeur from those 
additional encumbrances that fell into her tail : I mean the 


broad sweeping tram that follows her in all her motions, and 
finds constant employment for a hoy who stands behind her ^ - 
to open and spread it to advantage I do not know how 
others are affected at this sight, hut I must confess, my eyes 
are wholly taken up with the page’s part; and as for the 
queen, I am not so attentive to anything she speaks^ as to 
the right adjusting of her tram, lest it should chance to trip 
up her heels, or incommode her, as she walks to and fro upon 
the stage It is, in my opinion, a very odd spectacle, to see 
a queen venting her passion in a disordered motion, and a 
little hoy taking care all the while that they do not ruffle 
the tail of her gown The parts that the two persons act on 
the stage at the same time, are very different : the prmcess 
is afraid lest she should incur the displeasure of the king 
her father, or lose the hero her lover, whilst her attendant 
is only concerned lest she should entangle her feet in her j 
petticoat V_ 

■\T e are told, that an ancient tragic poet, to move the pity' 
of his audience for his exiled kings and distressed heroes, 
used to make the actors represent them in dresses and clothes 
that were threadbare and decayed. This artifice for moving 
pity seems as ill-contrived, as that we have been speaking 


1 Persons that speak ] Flat, and, at the same time, inaccurate — 
\sh\ch~that. 
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of, fo inspire us with a great idea of the persons introduced 
upon tlie stage In sliort, I would hare our conceptions 
raised by the dignity of thought and sublimity of expression, 
rather than by a train of robes or a plume of feathers 
Another mechanical method of making great men, and 
^ adding dignity to kings and queens, is to accompany them 
■with halberts" and battle-axes Two or three shifters of 
scenes with the two candle-snuffers, make up a complete 
body of guards upon the English stage , and, by the addition 
of a few porters dressed in red coats, can represent above a 
dozen legions I have sometimes seen a couple of armies 
drawn up together upon the stage, when the poet has been 
disposed to do honour to his generals. It is impossible for 
the reader s imagination to multiply twenty men into such 
prodigious multitudes, or to fancy that two or three hundred 
thousand soldiers are fighting in a room of forty or fifty- 
yards in compass. Incidents of such nature should he told, 
not represented 

Non (amen intns 

. Digna cen promes in scenam - multaque tolles 

Ex oralis, qua; mox narret factmdia pnesens Hon 

Tet there are things improper for a scene, 

"much men of judgment only will relate Ln Roscommox. 

I should therefore, in this particular, recommend to my 
countrymen the example of the French stage, where the kings 
and queens always appear unattended, ana leave their guards 
behind the scenes I should likewise be glad if we imitated 
the French in banishing from our stage the noise of drums, 
trumpets, and huzzas : which is sometimes so very great, that 
when there is a battle in the Haymafket theatre, one may 
hear it as far as Channg-Cross. 

I have here only touched upon those particulars which 
are made use of to raise and aggrandize the persons of a tra- 
gedy , and shall show in another paper the several expedients 
^ which are practised by authors of a vulgar genius, to move 
'terror, pitv, or admiration in their hearers 

The tailor and the painter often contribute to the success 
of a tragedy more than the poet Scenes affect ordinary 
minds as much as speeches , and our actors are i eiy sensible 
that a well-dressed play has sometimes brought them as full 
audiences as a well-written one. The Italians have a veiy 
good phrase to express this art of imposing upon the spec- 
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tators "by appearances ; they call it the Fouriena della scena , 

“ The knavery or trickish part of the drama ” But howler 
the show and outside of the tragedy may work upon the 
vulgar, the more understanding part of the audience immedi- 
ately see through it, and despise it 
A good poet will give the reader a more lively idea of an > 
army or a battle in a description, than if he actually saw them 1 
drawn up m squadrons and battalions, or engaged m the 
confusion of a fight Our minds should be open to great 
conceptions, and inflamed with glorious sentiments, by what 
the actor speaks, more than by what he appears Can all 
the trappings or eqmpage of a king or hero, give Brutus 
half that pomp and majesty which he receives from a few 
lines in Sbakspeare ? 


No 44 FRIDAY, APRIL 20 


Tu, quid ego et populus mecum desideret, audi. Hor. 

Amoxg the several artifices which are put in practice by 1 
the poets to fill the minds of an audience with terror, the” 
first place is due to thunder and lightning, which are often 
made use of at the descending of a god, or the rising of a 
ghost, at the vanishing of the devil, or at the death of a 
tyrant I have known a bell introduced into several trage- . 
dies with good effect , and have seen the whole assembly m 
a very great alarm all the while it has been nnging Rut 
there is nothing which dehghts and terrifies our English the- 
atre so much as a ghost, especially when he appears in a 
bloody shirt A spectre has very often saved a play, though 
he has done nothing but stalked across the stage, or rose 
through a cleft of it, and sunk again without speaking one 
word There may be a proper season for these several ter- 
rors , and when they only come m as aids and assistances to , 
the poet, they are not only to be excused, but to be applaud- L 
ed Thus the sounding of the clock m Yeniee Preserved,' 
makes the hearts of the whole audience quake , and conveyB 
a stronger terror to the mind, than it is possible for words to 
do The appearance of the ghost of Hamlet is a master- 
piece m its kind, and wrought up with all the circumstances 
tint can create either attention or horror The mmd of the 
reader is wonderfully prepared for his reception by the dis- 
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io qaajq auios joj qnoqa Sntqooq sbav aq qspq \\ qt qSnoaqq 
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•tuoa seat aq SY qSnotqp passed atojaq pBq aq qatqiA sauaa\> 
paSSet asoqp op Stmrq po ptnq b atatv ptro ‘spaatvs jo ssan 
-tappAt b pauuoj pBqp ‘stnopoa ptro spuaas psatnj aqi jo stnos 
•sopq qptAt pataAoa saatp uaatS ptjtpnBaq ptrosnoqp v op aaBjd 
aAtS ptro £ pua op stauq ptro stuoqp aqp pattasqo aq uaqti 
taquEj qotua papaaaotd pou peq aqp paatroApB aq sb uotptod 
•otd tri tapaaAvs ptro taSttotps AtatS paqp £ tmq tiodn SmqpBaiq ' 
sattmjiad jo apS b ppaj aq saatSap iq naqAv i pooAV apBa 
-ttpm stqi qSnotqp paABtp op paAjosat aq pqSnoqp stqp qp t,\\ 
•poopq ptro qsap m strotssatdttn ^tro aqBia op qBaAv oop atatv 
qotqii ‘sappud ptro spmod appqns as aqp Xq xuop aq pqSua 
saotropsqtis qjos .ttaqp XpqBqo td poqa ptro ‘pasopna pi spsoqS aqp 
op aSpaq pas-qomB jo aanaj jo pnpi b sb panSisap sbav saqtuq 
puB stuoqp jo paqotqp aSnq stqp pBqp ‘papnpnoa ippoqtanttut 
ajp sapsqs jo pooAV b ptiq aqa Stnqpoti sbav pooji apoqAv 
aqp pBqp ‘ptoqs tn ‘ptro l oro ttado aqp qSnotqp sb asBa anrcs 
aqp qpuv sapqntBjq ptro stauq qSnotqp paqpAV aq paqp ptiq 
‘aouBpstsat ou apant saqsnq aqp ptmoj aq asudtns paatS stq 
op ‘nrcSa ttaqAt ‘ psat aqp troqp tatnnqp ajppq B sbaa paqp pi jo 
ptad atio'ottn ssatd op patnoAaaptia ‘atntp amos toj pt paiaAtns 

iS8 


•HOlTIOZiS SHI 


95 0^1 
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dn ttAVBip pamaas pm 'saxoq apis a3isoddo aq3 m saA^astaaqq 
paaiqd psq 3Bq3 ‘nainojA anp Xaa a 30 saiqrod 0A4 30 aai3on 
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"■asMOtznft ,,— renag , 
aqg guqg ‘paqsrugtm ob antgoid stq qgag qoiqM. ‘pnuq Xgsuq stq 
jog egqtnpretnai XtaA sum ‘pamurcra j nosjad qgonog aqj} 

, sjagsuotrt appaaiSu ajaM 

Xaqg guqg treqg ‘saxnSg gsatnj stq jo aiom Strrqgou Xus pptoo 
quo pm? ' tauajp StnigTjjag u gnq gsaq qu sum saoatd stq go 
agtuoqtqa gsout aqg ‘gioqs up 1 gonad siq thojj pajiog guqg. 
stnognuqd aqg qgtM gpsnnq gqgtcpu soungamos ppioM 
saoutnuS ptre snotgiogsrp tn qonra X iaA gpap ptre ‘iSfEcrarq^-^ 
gu pnuq guaqaaxa tre puq ajj ,'qonoare.TBOS nutgaua^ u aqq 
passajp ‘anTjsugnqj sum. joao paqoo] j guqg gstgiu pnqg aqj, 

Xgtptdngg aqq Stnqgaraos paponos guqg 
‘atntra piuq XtaA u puq pnu ‘nmnaarj u aqq passajp sum ajj 
tmq Jaap patdoo pun ‘jantnpu apjnmq stq bum ptmoj j oqM 
‘tremqjOM snouoqtq u poop Xgrau^ jo ptrcq qgoj aqg ttQ 

gsai 

aqg aAoqu gpsgt qsmSntgstp og pajmuuapna ptre ‘jaggnp u 
tn sum ssaip aqg go prod XtaAa * jaqgaSog paxrai aq ppioo guqg 
snuqoo StttnqS aqg qc go dn apmn sum pnu 'saouj stq og pagms 
qoM Xptcrajgxa sum sam8g stq go Xtaduip aqj, sajjanboa 
•gfe£ natnoM stq gp ptre ‘ saujiviu sjijad aia m natn stq gp 'pjoM u 
m . sJ ogpatm oo-Xxud ptre ‘sdoqsiq ‘saSpnf stq tn naxa pajtuad 
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eqs naqAi maq; mc;ai ppi;s pptAi aqs asoddns ppaAi Atn aAi^poq 
aq; uiojj uotpcSusnt ;scap aq; scq aqs naqAi aim; c ;c snois 
-srdasaq; o; qaatqns }soni aq; si pnos aq; ‘Aq; As -sasod 
-md nAio s;i Strqnoaxa jo jaAvod on scq ;t ;cq; ami; auras aqa 
qc'aScAp qJ§naj;s saaq;c8 (s;iqcq jaq;o ppc aqq) pnc ‘qnapou. 
ojoui savojS ajisap aq; ;cq; ‘An £ -Cpoq aq; tn pcap jaq;a3o; 

-pc si m naq.M. pram aq; m ssaia jns noisscd aq; ;cq; pnc £ ncni 
ppo snompiqq c o;rai saaoSap .Cq saancApc ‘ssansnonqdnpoA jo 
asonoa panmpnoo c ui no sao2 oqAi ‘q;noA pAiap c ;cq; ‘aAJasqo 
Aq; ‘oouioop jiaq; siq; nugnoo oa qnanmSjc nc sy apisc _ 
UAioiq; pnc jio ;sco si .(poq aq; jaojc ‘jaAa joj aaq trt Tncnraa 
pnc ‘Ipqcjcdasm jaq o; aAcapo Aq; ‘pnos aq; m saApasmaq; 
pcaids pnc poo a naqc; aauo aAcq jcpnaiprad m snoisscd anaas 
-qo aqa ‘aiojaiaq; ‘nag ,\\ jic nado ni jo ‘asnoq siq ui si aq 
naqn jpasmiq tuojj saop nctn aq; ncq; ajora on aiajjip c Apoq 
aq; jo ;no jo ‘Apoq aq; ni pnos aq; ;cq; pnc £ a;c;s a;cjcdas 
c in jaq q;c\v smciaaj ‘Ipoq aq; in aanapisaj jaq Snunp pos 
aq; iq papacaanoa naaq scq qoiqAi noisscd Ijoab ;cq;‘sn ppa; 
Aqjp poafqns ;cq; nodn sjaAioppoj snp pnc o;cpj jo snotpon 
aqa ncq; ‘acm jo pios aqa m saaisap apcmpjoni qsmSncpxa o; 
pnpaajja ajom noipcaapisnoa c ‘noratdo iin m ‘;on si naanj; 
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— tuom aqj sjjq Smqsnjq jaq pap ; 
jajioq fEndnn aqj ox aossaj papcajd <jq 
pajojddB jCisaTem snombasqo qmv pnY 
‘A\ainj xnonoq sbas. jcqja. aqs jaq paAioppoj j 


CO? 


'HOiTioaas am 


06 OVJ 


•a: to qtmoaoB SutAvofloj aqq soatS ‘Xiquuoo oqi tit mm 
ponaoieq qtJijq aanqua vpa-a \oj b jo Smqcods ‘ucuSt^imj 
anatsuoj^r uotjataptsuoa aapun a\ou areq oai qotqw qrin 
SB *X[aq oraoqsY^ ao ‘rasqBquBq jo pmq b qous jo sqnauiaot 
eqq. aapuu 2tn.ij uosaad b jo uotqaquasaadaa _£p\q r qt qnujj 
jCbs aisp j ptre ‘qoafqns quasaad -fui oq uSioaoq *qou si 

< qx aas jpii. aapaaa aqj, putStao aqq m qt pug j sb ‘aSc qnns 
-aid aqq jo uara pauacaq qsoui aqq jo auo ..{q uoisbddo jaqqomj 
ttodn paqoub uaaq suq qaqq jCaoqs b aqtqsutuq qpqs j (‘saapcaa 
aqqod Am. jo paaAas am asoj Asm asuuaqqo qatqjtt) ‘uotqiq 
-noads jCtn stqq jo jfquaAas aqq ajauapu apqq b Abui j quqj; 

•keoahq ‘S1B3 rang in Sauapamg pun ‘qaioi nq Smssoj, 

‘sJBaa aqs sajpnis Smssiq jay ‘qonoj Xaip ji Tpm^{ 
fqBaux pajsBjim aqi signora jiaig moxj saipunis guy 
‘19S si apis araig Xq saury jo uaanb aqj, 
apEtn aie duiod psSaj qrui sqscaj pnnaS pay 
‘patejdstp spaq aapjoS no Avopq aq {aqj, 

•aio qaaojui anbqe ‘snagogB uiaory anbpSmxg 
t sasnani araSminoo qaqiqoid snqnrem ja ‘jcqnoay 
nj'cnr BtmxBtu nmiBunj ‘ nxrq oatji2a}i 
®;uiact bio a;uu anbaqnda ‘suo; atopy Bamy 
supj suqqBiuaS qiiaorax — 

jo Sanpads aiaq aiB aw. 
^ -qatqAV qcqq aqrjtm qou ‘qqcap aaqjc jfjcuqdrqoA b jo quamqsi 
-uud aqq su saAtS ‘ptaugr stq jo qooq qqxts aqq tit ‘sauoSagB 
pjiqnBaq oqtn ‘treat jo pros aqq oq saqtqaa qi sb arj os .(qd 
-osopqd omoqu^ jo utaqsis aqoqAs. aqq qsao suq oqw ‘pSat^ 
qt qurop oq paqduiaqqu aq aaAauaqAv sdq siq uioaj pag qaqq 
‘jaquAt tit tnqo aqq oq du qas ptre ‘qsaiqq puaaqa ub jo aSot 
aqq qqtAt paqsttmd sbav oqAt ‘stqBqtrej, jo uotqduasap aqq ut 
pquatajoq jo aqnqs b qons tXAVBJp aABq oq tnaas squaiouB aqj, 
uodn paqonoq st?q oqu^ qotqAt qaqq auqq quids aondun ub joj 
j[aq jadoad aaotu b asuap qouppioa auo ‘saioads *noqq jo qqSis 
aqq qqtAt saApsraaqq" paureqjaqua puu ‘suoiSai ao «oj asaxp 
tLvvop pan du paaapuB.a uauiOAi. ptre uara jo spios paqaadap 
aqq qaqq aAaqaq ptp auo ji ‘ssajuoa qsmn j ‘qSnoqj, ptmq 
jo saoB^d ut SmaBaddu sqsoqS jo uoundo siq qt uodn sqjcaS 
L aq uaqAt ‘atg /aaA qqSnoqq stq sarareo ‘paaput ‘oqtqj *nos 
«Baa jo qqSuaaqs pua jfquaaq qsaaS qqtAt ‘qqaap aaqja suoisscd 
auo jo aauaqstsqns aqq spacSaa qt sb auj os ‘uotqou ontoqtq^ 
’ stqq jo asu apaui aABq satttAtp quatnuia qsour auo jo amog 
* raaqq Suiggpij jo Xqumqaoddo tre raaqq oabS qsqq ipoq aqq 
i aaqua oq uibSb Sutatsap ptre ‘saausuajd pqnaq p[o ataqi aaqja 
r 
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jpoa iaqq ‘airs am 2 maas qng- anopun axaAV iaqq qno 2 tnira 
‘paq oqq p*qno padraj qqoq Aaqq qq2inpim qnoqr qrqq ‘aoua] 
•('u qamu os qquv pip J qonpv ‘asooj qa 2 oq pjnoo j pr pa[S 
-Sniis pin; ‘am asrapi oq niaqq paSSaq j 4001 jo purq Jiqs 
oq ajqr Stnaq qnoqquv ‘nuq qquv paqr pur qsajpun ppoAV aqq 
nt uauiOAV pijtqnraq asoin aqq qo aqdnoa v avcs qrqq urm u jo 
noiqtpuoo aqq qr ssanS ipsra Arm noj£ saqqop-qq2in qsaug 
Jiaqi in ani oq paq oqm anroa spuauj apuiaj OAiq Am qnq 
‘anop janoos on stav siqa : Aiopid qSiq Ajba v nodn (aAOra ’* 
ppioa j qjrd .(pro aqq ‘paapui ‘stav qaiqAi) puaq Am qquv 
‘sqaaqs qo jrcd v uaaAvqaq Apinaaap inav pnq sbav j pro c - sapis 
pr no dn paqq2q stav uiooj aqj, saqpprAvs Am pr ut paq oq 
qnd pnr ‘sasnoq Jiaqi qo ano oq paixira aq oq am pajapjo qrqq 
nodn pur , • axe noi sr paxv A'jba noi aqq oav (‘Aaqq Arts) 
‘ou ‘oy , pasroqd Aaqq qrqxv am qqui op pin; ‘am asraun oq 
tuaqi paSSaq j ‘jaqqSmq jo qg r pooqs Smxrq jaqjy . noi 
jo qi ansap qrqq sarprq oq paq oq oS oq asnjax oq ircqq Japura 
paaq jaqqaq r am uoa Abs aarp j pur ‘sn jo onoABj aqq paqsr 
uoqjo avrq nojj sn p qara mop paqjoqxa aArq noA pnq 
aw irqi asunoad aqq nuojxad oq pnaqm bav (‘aqs sirs) ‘tivu 
-6ijuoj ‘Avon puy , 2 mq 2 mq r qno qsxnq saiprq aqq jo ano 
‘axnSq anbiqur siqa m pua ano nodn qqSudn qpq pooqs j sy 
•Autumn uriqdA2g; nr aqq paqooq j qrqq ‘xaqqonr J 3 AO ano * 
sjaddruv Aurra os Aq jaqqaSoq pasop s2aq Am pur ‘sapis ini 
oq passaxd axa w stnir iui aqqr.ws jo spjrA pajpimq nr aAoqr 
m aui adrxw prq iaqq piq am qnoqr pappj iaqq qaiq.w ‘nanq 
jo saaaid 2uoq qquv UAvoS-qqSia ini ut dn am apprAvs oq nrS 
-aq ipqripaintm Aaqj, am jo ajmbaj ppoqs Aaqq jaAaqrqAv 
op oi paajSr pnr ‘aanrAijqnoa Jiaqq qr paqSmq j qrqq ‘iaoqs 
opisnrqd r qans am ppq iaqa siqq uodrq qi ui qird r jraq 
pjnow j papiAoid ‘asnoq ainrs aqq m scai qrqq trctnaqqnaS 
r nodn qnd oq qauq qnrsra[d ixa a r prq iaqq ani ppq pnu 
‘iuooj ini oqm anira qqoq iaqq ‘nAioS-qqSiu im qnq ani qnoqr 
Suiqqon qqtw jaqnrcqo im m 2nraa\a auo Snupr.w stja j 
sy uiaqq jo qara nog sxnoArj jrpoiqird joj adoq oq nosraj 
prq j arqq ‘japimsr axaAi iaqi naqxv niaqq oq noissrd im 2 m 
-pcajd jo saiqinnuoddo quanta^ qons prq pnr ‘niaqq jo qioq 
qquv avo[ m ‘irAv im jaqjr ‘sbav j sjnatnioq apraao 2 r inrin 
qrai 2 r aui oau 2 anna oq anriq uiojj qrqq ‘ijjanboa jo qsrp r 
qquv ‘snonirdraoo apraaj m axisap ppoa ano iqnraq pnr g uv 
3qq pr prq oqjv ‘naniOAV 2maurqo jo a^dnoa r qjuv iurdnioa 
in naijo stav j ‘jautrans qsrj iiqnnoa aqq ui suav j nag \\ , 
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I IP?- sioiptiB qitAV pasop Xra Sniqenjjnj pojjapp a\t » t jo; 

’ f xas raio op ptraunaooaj op paFtmoJtd a\rq no\ qnuu p^oon 
jo ettSoppBo aqp jo pnnam noX pod ijt.mii j *nov *.io; p«q 
I xpttpi noipBasnaA ptre raaapsa aqp noX 0 ; poqmSw q ji d m 
Buqq. SatABjj pttaraora Xioao pt paqoadia oq« puu ‘pqioq or j 
-paq-B3p aqp psqp pnq ‘ m aaioo paX pon sbav noivjo^.i^ irn ‘po 
y'-jaAiSUB aqs (jnoq pmsu Xra pssd Sataq pi) Situuout prqj pt-iq 
-wm ■^ 1SI J 9I ? 8 q? *11®^ 03 raioumq Xut f \\ouq pus sjo^ 

Xra pttB 1 9°udmI>3-B3p Xra jo qjtd v Ft joclird juojx 

‘aoxTioStig nj£ , 

•auo StiLwonoj aqp ptmoj j ‘out 0; pitas 
uaaq aABq qoxqAV s-tappai jo spaqoBd ojtjj aqp ja\o oxiaoo-j 

•boh — i unp nou pmb c unp pm?) 

4 otE^d Esra«p tnniinui ouei soiudosoj 
‘jnqaapu anjnassip sdoid sc tunoj — 


st a&nr ‘iTcnreoi se *ox 


„ Samiom aqp nt jpop-r 
-9Ag aiojaq xts ptre qoBoa b trt Xeavb quasi Xaqp qBqq joj ‘sung 
Y jo pqSis xnqqm aunq qaqq Xq aWAi Xaqp paAaqaq aqs out ppi 
oqs ‘sarptq oavj aqp jo araooaq sbai psqAi utmtoju. pp aui Sunpr 
rrodn pnq ‘ jCqxaqq qB bbai p sb troos sb raaqp qpwv samtsBara ou 
daaq op pm; ‘Rtopuauuop Am jo eSuaAax Am aqsp op paqosai 
Stnaq ‘XxpttatpBd Xjsa stqp jp aioq j am oqpuAVFttn op amm 
tibuioai pjo ue Sttntrora aqp ttt qaop t o amtr pnoqtr XiSurpjoorp 
•asu op am jop aratp sbai px sb xtoos sb dn am aqtrp op Xpoqouios 
pitas ppiOAi Xaqp ‘jjips at[ ptm ‘poo§ aq ppiOAi j jx om ppop 
pun c Anp aaojaq Jttoq tib pxioqB am pjaj sAioqaj-paq Xm ‘Xjnap 
‘XqAi : gatmtotn psatt aqp am jo arasaaq pcqAi Avotrq op sno 
-uno aq ssaxpqnop ]]m xapBax Xj^r *xas axoqAX aqp jo aapesm 
aq op pqSni jaqpotre qans ssed poxr ppiOAi j ‘pmqaBuioAx op 
uiB j sb papoAap qoxira sy am xrodn paAiopsaq Xaqp qoiqAi 
. sptraoiJBapna put? sassaxBO pamptm-qt a^ppq paaAas Xq am 
Y papuaAaaa 9ABq ppiOAi. Xaqp ‘pt op pasodsip ttaaq aABq j ppioa 
iaxqissodmt sbaa stqp j GBp; ‘png; uaAa aoj raaqp aDtaSstp 
suBom pnqp Xq ptic ‘raaqp naaAipaq doa^sB pBj ppiOAv j ‘am putq 
-on port ppiOAi. Xaqp jt psqp ‘raaqp pp>p pns ‘ppioa j 38 IP' 4 - 
sb jTasXra pasodraoo j ‘psoj aja.u. sratoABapna pus sjaXsid Xut 
gB atnptn^ 'XiagtBA raaqp paAvauaj pits ‘xixbSb spsod raaqp 
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•jotr pip KjnLtip jsaq Jno jo tasm oz 
C3TJ1V 'll 10 iuam arp jo 'joorqns aqi pnaqaidmoo oj Ajoqn ion stai. oqM. 
‘cosippv'iK °> ii9 uSjoj sq \rm ^ooq s.spajt *JIC uo -^ 3,e " > 

-erg- Y -paiugAPid Avojqaaaio spretqsuqg aqj; aua-j daai[ 
oq sapig; ctmcyng jo dioqsrg; aq; no asBjqdBrcj y sAvop 
-joj sb arc pnamuioaai daqa sqooq aq; qnq qp; qomrco j sauo f 
pa;cuo?jad jo sptreqsnq pcai are daq; on jo jaqaaq ,\\ maqq v 
jo ejaauAi. aq; aAaqaq dEin j ji ‘sptreqsnq dq papuamtuoo t 
-aj arc qoiqAi sqooq uoiquam pnqs j ssnp pnoaas aq; uj 

ay ‘araaqog pqorcujBj aqa jo 
tioijraipmy v 2maq ! aqoaag Smqtrnq aqj, saapnaa apmaj dm 
|[B o; puommoaaj o; am q;m. aqniniqjodrai daaA st jaqqotrc sb 
* rasqclng; itrcprj jo djoqsqy s,ip;j\_ MJ£ pcaJ ppioqs ppqo 
qaiAV trcraoAi. djaAa anqa jadojd dpi" 11 ! 9! ^apnqq ‘ttaqaoSJOj 
a req j aurcti asoq \v ‘jaqqotry satqoqas paanaS maq; aqtrra o; 
japrc m ‘sarpiq aq; oa asn ;rai2 daa.i ;o aq aq2tra daraonorg; 
B,8idra 9 ct l9 raoraido jo si ! rnif ‘hosuojq qoacp jj^ -sapwa 
pqsrcj^; aq; ;o snoiqBtqoSax pun saiquaj^ ;aaaas aqj 
pcaj ;on seq oqji paqsqdraooaB dpj2nojoq; aq qomrco dpiq v 
qnq; ‘qanj; panotpanbtm ire sb UAVop ;i sdnj qunoj y , snot; 
-tqaiajp aq; uodn apaj£ jj\[ am o; spnaramoaaj oaojaJaq; 
pun ‘absqucApu jiaqa 04 qonur dim tuna qqSim*pajpanp paAi p:_*> 
‘aoiqcnqom apnnaj siqa uornido qo si ‘xas jibj aqq 04 ponrcn si 
ora spa; aq qatqAi -sqaaoas 04m Stxidjd 40 ajisap pun daisouna 
aq; SutAiasqo ‘paiqq y daqoop aqajdmoQ aq^ quoqam aq 
aomrea daqq sqmqq jaqjoire * aansnp djqunog s t uojpg ircqq 
qooq jaqqaq v asnjad aoinrca daqq ajojajaqq qnqq pun ‘Aimba 
pun qqSujo suoiqon anjj aABq oa uamoAv aojdrcssaaan dprcj 
-osqu at squiqj aq anqq ‘am spaq ang saipiq aqa jo qcqq 
04 ucqq aaora aScqucApn haio Jiaqa 04 ada xrc aAuq dpuauo 
-asuoo ptrc ‘paatrad OAuq daqq sjoqqire aq; qaadsaj qquv uoiq 
-uam maq; jo ano daaaa oqat ‘saapasqooq quatnma raojj am oa 
amoa qoiqAi. asoq; jo aaiqon age; psqs j ssiqa asap aqa nj 

jo pmoaan ire oai 2 pcqs j 
qaiqav jo araos ‘pcaq rcqa nodn saaqqap dmrm paAiaoaa g.vcq j 
‘fjcjqq s.dpEpu jo anSopequa dm m dpq joj quo papua aiuq 1 
j aanis aiqa ‘sjapcaa dm jo asaj aqq pire ‘jaq qnrenban asnra j 
‘jo pnoad diaa me j moqAi. ‘apdrasip jibj dm 04 jaaisire ir[ 

„ THOXOII'J „ 

'aircjjas ajqnmq pire aid 
-losip dpnp jnod 2maq ‘jnpioiarod siqa m aatipu jnod aiiaaaj 
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aoj jadojd ajoui bjb qoiqvv pan 'raaq; jo araos jo jnounjoq 
SRI xn JEadds qoiqAS. saipoj ptre sonruc\ op;q asoip ;u qfinrj 
1 auit; o; aani rao.tf jt ‘aui uopjBd XpsBa qtu sas aqa ; 0 ;jul 
0{qBnp?A aq; ;nq °amoi;sanb ;ou ‘ a;<ra; jiaq; 0; urn t ev 
XpAv sb raaq; a;BporaraoaaB 0; jno vuapua puu ‘a=n jiaqj joj an 
Aeui sb saSsssBd qotis ‘uiapont ptnj ;uaiauB ‘<noq;nB ;=nq aq; 
Tti ;tio pup oq ssatnsnq Xm qt aqxra pBqs j ‘ojbo Jtqmnacd 
;^Xm japim sarpiq aq; tiaipj; aAtjq j s b ‘opqAi ueooi aq; uj 

uoqnr-j 

;<?a;BajS aq; qpA^ paaooid 0; £ ;uanioui siq; jo jibjjb he ui 
‘ paAiosaiSmaq Jauio;jajjo Xaq; sqooq piaAas aq; auunxxo o; 
arai; aAuq pin; ‘sauBJoduiapioD snoiaipnl Xm jo s;q 3 tioq; oqi 
q;iu. pa;uiBnboB Jaqpinj mu p pi; ;i jo Snunaaxa aq; jnpp 
ppjqs X ‘qitunpq? £raA aq 0; naipqjapiin avBq j qjoAi aq; pmj 
j su ;nq : ;oalqns siq; nodn aoi.vpB siq joj ‘sja;;aj o.u.; a=oq; 
japun jpsratq spcaauoa ;Eq- si ;t jaAaoqn. ‘p y quuqa 0; 
uoisbooo aqn; ajaq ;stiat pun ‘jappmi siq; jo saSpnr ^uapduioa 
jBaddB oqAi asoq; ptre ‘SmniBa^ jo tiara Xq pasodoad uooq 
OABq SB sqooq qons noipiatn ‘aaiqd ;se; aq; m ‘ppioqs j 

■; c aj aq; pE uiojj ;i saujea ‘a \o r £ 
jo aoJop aq; jo ‘smsopoaqj, ;nq . saatOA jo Jaqumu auras aq; 
9ABq aqazuamy ptre ;e 3 J£) aq; Japnnxajy ‘ epuaijj Xubui ssq 
^ jm;uop jo Strap sa;Bpuq;ij^ ‘jo paAOjddB XjqSiq asuvaqq «u 
XiaqppY quaaoTnq; aq; ■ uezop b tn c Avojq^aAQ sqcqttnrcjx jo 
‘B qsiuoqdog ‘ sja;;a; ttaa;jp aAoqB xn panoi;uaui si aAoq joj py 
: sa;BOOApB pjaAas jiaq; aABq s;jos pn jo sAByr *£rcjqq uu 
m aaBjd b raaq; 8ai3 o; ‘ojb ajaq; ji ‘am s;Baj;na pux ‘eapnjd 
;suib°b na^UAV sqooq Xxcb 0 jb ajaq; ji Avonq 0; sajisap xpaj 
-o;^ 'XjajiAiasnoq jo sqooq q;uv caaqj: Jiaq; “inqojoas jo jou 
‘ noi;OAap jo spmuBia q;uv saatrq Jiaq; uodn nauio.n Saqisn ;o 
qxnq; 0; ;ou am s°aq Bpi;anboQ bjpubssbq 0; oanjd pmms 
aq; aAiS o; ‘jadojd quiq; x ,P ‘pnB ‘anSopqBa Xiu ;o puaq 
aq; ;b pnoumiBqp aoB[d 0; pasnpB uib j ‘raaq; jo ano uiojj 
ja;;aj b irp -SJopastmoa-XAud pun s;napnod=ajJoo Xra asaq; 
SnoraB ssbjo pjiq; b sb saApsmaq; saiptq aq; noqaai Xboi j 
. s;diaaap s t ;nax[ jo ssajimo^ aqj, ;aSjoj ;ou puv 

f~ x sadoq aq ;Bq; £ ;duas;sod v q;uv sapiponoa pin? ‘aqauitpuy 
s,a;B°oi A\ J° sassaj;sira saAjasraaq; ajpnu 0; sauu. SanoX 
pB asiApB ppaojA x « 9 ^ sajisap apisdaaqQ raoj; pajxp 
ja;;a{ y -anSnox, aq; jo ;uaunuaAOJC) aqx W 1 ^ iimo D 
v jo sojnsB 9 |p aqx ajrqdrauQ aqatn 0; snoqaaqd q;uv 
‘aJiqdraBQ jo sanpn^ aqx •asnoq-Xqp aq; raop saisbus 


S2H0A1 s^osicrar 


01^ 



arc qhl ‘pianaS nr ajq jo ssanoaoqs aqa jb psAaioS raaas oai. 
qSuoqj, jautioj aqa oa iatuiyu amos sJBaq arqa autod b nr jps 
-jt qjtAv jnaasisuoant Apoqii sb ptrnpEtn aaptsnoa naajo j 
•sSnqtJLii srq o; jBrpaad aou qoiqjv jqSnoqj pan notssaad 
•xa jo srami buouba asoqa jp Aq ‘jxqnoiprcd siqq ut saApsmo 
qjiA -CanajstsnoDin mo paquosap srq jaqdosopqd aqqon jBqj 
,/raaqa jo pna on aq ppooi. aaaqj qSnoqa sb Strtjoc ptrc c Air T ^ 
arc «iup .mo Strtuireplmoo sAjAip mb gm. :op oa aqSno aA^-v**' 
pqa Smqjon 2mop m jo ‘asodmd aqa oq Stnqaou “mop nr jo 
'jp jb Stnqaon Sntop nr Jaqpa pads aaB (aq sabs) saAij mo 
qpu. op oj asqai Aionq a at mrqq aiotn nantu aABq aai pnB 
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qnq ‘pooqqaAq aiaqq qaS oq aqqn aan Aaqq sb noos sb Suno a 
aiaqq Xb vvb aAiap qBqq'sparq oi aas lem baa sb ‘qi saambaj 
Eaioads aqj jo noip.uasaad aqj ji ‘amq pnsn sn pnoAaq jno 
pauaqaSua[ aq .Cnra juaiad aqj jo baoj aqj pqj pug a m ‘jouqs 
-or jo jand siqj ui aooBjsranoaia agpqJBmaj juav b si jnqAi 
‘pun . saApsraaqj joj apuo ad cq raaqj saABaj pun ‘ssaupuoj aaq 
SAiBjpqjLiv aaqjora aqj ‘asnaa aaguj aq; jo sjiibii oqj sb uoos 
t os joj ‘ Simol aqj oj pjasn si qi ireqj quajsd aqq oq araos 
-aqqnog jaSuo^ ou aq ppoqs qi qnqq aana uaipq scq aauap 
-iaojj ‘sajnqBaao puoqBJ ui ircqq asuaqui pus quaqoiA aaoiu ^ 
qanui si saqnaq ui saoj panqBu siqq SuipuBqsqqiAiqou qng; 

tl *squamaoq uaio aaq jo asuas aqq trcqq auo 
SonOif aaq jo sso[ aqq mog paaaoad oq aaqqca pamaas qaiqAV 
‘-(jo jo qaos Stripe aa b treSaq puB ‘qi no qxg saXa aaq qdaq 
aqs ‘pAomaa aqq uo ured uaio aaq jo aqqisuasui pamaas aiuq 
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•sajttqBajo aqq m Stnqoc 
Aejatia autAtg; aqq pm? ‘jaAora: qsju aqq xnog uoissaidun aqttp 
-atnau ub si ‘sjaqdosopqd qs aqsaig aqq 30 suotqou qsaq aqq 04. 
SutpjoooB ‘qnq ‘tnsttreqoam 30 s ivtq Auv uioq jou ‘ea tpsraaqq 
saipoq aqq tn quaiaqat santpmb UAvooq Auv Aq paarejdxa aq 
o; q 0TI st qaiqAv ‘saipoq tn: uoiqeqtABig jo aqdiouud aqq uodn eb 
qt ttodu qooj p ‘qjsd uavo Jim joq; Sutaq pnqoaqaqui ire jo 
Xqpvoqj aqq qt qtnqq qoutreo auo qaqq ‘jaorauoi v ppo os jaqjB 
sqjo.iv atmq auras aqq qu ptre ‘jaqqsra tn saiqiadojd Aire la joj 
paquuoooB aq qotnreo qp qt 30 qioqs Apaqtugut sqBj ptre ‘uo<=B3J 
SAoqB sasu snqq qoiq.iv ‘sp mitre tn qoaiqstn siqq unqq ajnjBU 
txt snouaqsAut ajoin gotqqAuB ‘uormdo Aut trt ‘qottsi aiaqq, 

•qorpi Aj8a 

■b st aqs ‘satoads jaq jo ‘j[asjaq 30 aoaaqstsqns aqq oq pjbSoj 
aqBtpaonni ub Ajjbo qou op qoiq.iv ‘saotraqsmnojio asaqq qp up 
*HAV0 jaq joj qi qsuaqo jpiAv yjtq •& quaiajjrp os joabu 30 sjttad 
-da qqjiq aqq uaqAvptre * satoads jaqqous jo asoqq puB tlivo jaq 
ttaaAiqaq qsmSuiqstp qotr saop aqs * sAbj aqs asoqq jo Jaqtumi 
aqq tn uotqnmtmp jo asBOJom tre jo apqisuasut st aqs *- Jatnrera 
araBs aqq tn qi nodn sqts ptre ‘SSa tre joj qpqa 30 aoatd v saquq 
-sun aqg asuas ttoutmoo jo qqStioqq jo sStraaumiqS qssaq aqq 
qnoqqtAV si ‘sqoadsaj jaqqo tn pajaptsaoo (‘satoads aqq jo notpS 
•, -Bdojd aqq joj Xrassaaan Apqnpsqs paaptn st qaiqAv) ‘AqmuaS 
-at Sunuaas siqq qp saq qnqq ‘uaq aqq amtq araBs aqq qB png 

SJBqnatqiBd pattotqnaraajoj aqq qB at AppBoBS 
japnajS Apqtuipn tre Avoqs qBqq spjiq jaqqo Aueui ojb ajaqq 
qSnoqq ‘. qoiqo b 30 SutqopBq aqq at naas st uBqq ‘aouaSqtp 
jo qjB jaqtajS qpuv pajvoqoj aq qon ppoo uotqBjado pouuaqo 
y -aauBJBaddB sqt aqcux qon saop auo SonoA aqq Stnuoqaaj 
jo aunq pnsn aqq japp jt ‘qsau aqq Suupsjoj jaq notquaui 
oq jou Jjpsqt dpq oq qi StnqoBaq pnB ‘qnatnqsijnon jadojd qt 
“cnpuojd ‘jaqqBaAV aqq jo saunftn aqq tnoxf qt SuuaAOO Jat( 
30 aoiqou espp 04 qojq; ; uosud sqi rpaaq oq qoiqo aqq dpq 
aqs saop uotquaqqB ptre Aqaotu qonra Avoq qqmv ‘saqaBOJddB 
qq jtq aqq na g \\ aunq aqq jpq qnq Abavb sAsps ptre ‘aouspnap 

-qt? aat[ at snoaptssB ajora savojS aqs ‘auo StmoA aqq j£ojqsap 
'■ ptre ‘ajq 30 sa[dtoutjd aqq qpqo pqnoAV nosBas aqq 30 JttoSu 
aqq aaqjv ‘jaquuv tn qnq ‘ jaqqaSoq sjnoq OAvq aAoqB joj aJBa 
jaq Saiqqint) puB ‘staopaaaj jaqtaiS j[asjaq StrutS jaq aas noA 
jam urns aqq up j pjtnatB ub Stnonpojd 30 a^q^dtjout atnooaq 
pan ‘poo oq aunq aABq /aqq ajojaq UJtiqaJ aqs saop Aqtmjotmd 
Avoq ‘aoaBaaqsns ijBSsaoau jaq joj appvojd oq raaqq saABaq aqs 
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Xi9A3 jo aAtstraqaxddc pnc ‘pjxcaj ‘snojoidans am ‘jqgqj jiaqj 
orXparqa sapXjajcs asoqAvxo ‘sxaqjo SmXontrc xo ‘saApstnaqj 
Stnptrajap jo ajqcdcam axe jcqj asoqj sc i pooj xadotd xiaqj jo 
qoxcas at maqj ajcnntro Xcm jcqj snotsscd papu jaqjo pc 
ptro ‘aSndvax ‘aaqeai ‘jaStre oj joatqns Xpnjxapnoxv axe Xaxd jo 
epjttq ptro sjscaq pc jcqj ‘uoijBAxasqo mo qjxoAv si 91 axaq pay 
uoijoajxad ptro qjSuaxjs jsajeaxS xiaqj trt sasnas ptro snoissed 
aqj ‘axnjcn mo jo sjxed xaAvoj aqj pc maqj tn png 3av *noscax ^ 
jo asn aqj aqq “mqjou aAtq spuntro gtnptrcjsqjuvjon: jnp 

•maqj axojaq tiaaq aAtq spxiq aqj 
axaqji notsuaqaxddc jo maj Xtro jnoqjtAV no pej pq ‘ spxiq 
jo Strnpad aqj qjtxv paqxcni st ji jcqj a.uasqo Xaqj ssapm 
‘xcaddc Xcui ji aaAaos Stnjdniaj Avoq ‘aaxj Xtre jo jmxj aqj 
nodn axujtiaA xsaou Xaqj ‘caixamy jo sjscoa tnvottqtm aqj jo 
Xtre nodn HAvoxqj am nanicas naqAV jcqj ‘sn spaj ‘spAtuj siq 
tq ‘xatdmcQ; jcaj aqj oj jps ji saqddc ‘pxooac tiavo sji jo ptro 
‘Xpjcqjatnun jnq ‘xaqjom s jt taog spej xanoos on qunq c jcqj 
‘paAiasqo scqXpnj, £ atnosapqAvnn xo snoreou st xaAapqvv 
ptOAU Xpnxnjcu tnaq j saqcui ptro ‘maqj joj xadoxd si sc pooj qans 
oj maqj spaxip qoiqAv ‘spnmre in XjmeSes Smraaas jcqj pea 
oj jcqAv paj troo oq a\ « sajnxq jo pos aqj si jpsmiq po£) 
:miuofruq vunuv jsa snag ‘sXes aq axaqxv ‘spxoAv jo nrxoj 
jappq v ui qSnoqj ‘nonndo attres aqj sxaxtpp ‘sajnxq jo spios « 
aqj no troijcjxassip panxcaj siq ui ajXcp xnaisnop Xq pajonb 
‘xaqdosopqd nxaponi y saxjnaa xadoxd xiaqj oj xajjctn 
jo enoijxod aqj pc satmnxapp qatqAv jcqj sc ‘Srnag amaxd 
-ng aqj jo noiqcxado nc qons pne ‘aanapuoxp jo noipaxip 
ajmpanran aqq smaas p ‘xaded jsiq Xtn m paptq J 6C ‘ ara °Ji 
jo aSpajAionq on aAvq "aAi Smqjaraos troani aAt ‘jontjsm ji pea 
axi naqAi os ‘uoseax paraxaj aq joncroo spintnc paxayip asaqj 1 
tn pape qatqji ajdiatnxd qnaxagrp aqj sy aAtjatixjsap pnr 
snoxaSucp os xaq oj paxcaddc qcqj qnamap tie jo po maqj pea 
oj e ji jo sxapxoq aqj. poqc paxaxoq ‘Xqaisnc ejqcoiScun pc 
qjiAv ‘xaqjoui-dajs aqj. apqxv ji opt trox Xp jcipannui *pnod 
c jo jqSis aqj nodn ‘StnvoX aqj, sqanp jo pooaq c Xq paAVOj 
-joj naq c m jamjsm jo sgmqxoAv paxajpp aqj eas oj pascajd , 
Xpnjxapnoiv sc.w j ‘asnoq-Xxjtraoa s,pnacg: Xtn oj eSnopq 
pqj pxcX jcaaS aqj tn Sornxom spj SmqjCAV scav j sy 
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? no jaqqotre ‘aqoo'j jj\t jo quo aotreqsm siqq oq ppc jpqs p 

, t.d V oq araoa oq cnsddcu 

sb jaqBAi poj jo treap ‘jantJBAV jo jappo jo xtipr aqq 9Maa 
- 9 i ajaqq ptre ‘ qt paaBqd aano SBq aotreqo aiaq vv gtqs aq qsntu 
‘pranre tib oq 90 U 9 nx 9 AU 03 xrt tre aq aoiTc=tt3s 10 ssau 
-qomb qon ppoAV pny i qua jo poo§ saAiaoiad qt aotreqsrp b qB 
majaqAi ‘qoafqo aqq uio^; jo oq jpsqi 9 Aora qomreo qnqq atnq 
y -B 9 J 3 b oq op SouBaq pne qqSis ppioAV poo 8 gir q/W tuaqq jCq 
, pa-taqqaq aq ‘jaqqotre oq aotqd ano rao-g jpsqt Stnjjajsirejq jo ' 
XqiOBdBam puc aqBqs icq; at ‘qt ppoav ‘psq qt jt ‘joa ‘ spumrc 
jaqqo pjaAos jo ‘uBta b sb sastras qomb os jou Aocm os qou 
st?q qt qrqq ‘apnpttOD ‘appoo jo ‘jaqsj£o aB jo ajpra aq* utog 
(‘aq s.Cbs) ‘Avm aj&_ „ -ppoAV putnre apqAt aqq xn appotdsap 
qsout puB qsatreara aqq sraaas qoiqAv aiapajo b jo snoiqoajtad 
-on aqq at traAa ‘aauapuojj jo stt uaAtS SBq aqaoq; jqy qatqvv 
aotroput tre snoiqBAJasqo pjanaS asaqq oq ppB qpqs p 

•sauaddB tuoq b 

jo Stnppnq qsjg aqq ajojaq ‘spsaqaioj Jtaqq qqm tuaqq qocoid 
-dB oqtt. asoqq qB qsnd ‘saioads tuvo jiaqq jo suorpn aqq aibs 
javan ptre ‘sjoop-utqquv pajq ajB Aaqq qgnoqq ‘qaiqAV ‘sqtmq 
tn appqjBtnaj si sb ‘ qt tn patturoj aq uodBaAt aqq ajojaq ‘sag 
qqSuojqs Jiaqq qoiqAv in qJBd qttqq qquv saApsaiaq; pnajap 
AqpjnqBU Aaqq asnnaaq * aScquuAptt qsaq aqq oq raaqq aSBuuut 
* oq tuaqq saqoBaq ptro ‘shub jtaqj asaqj jo asn aqj at sjBnutra 
sjonJjsat qaiqAV ‘uosbbj [pa 0 ai pq.w oiojj pmjsip ‘a[dionud 
aapprq araos aq qsn.ni qt qsqq ‘spsipjuqBU Iq paAjasqo astAV 
-aqt| st qp •nasoqojd v jo ‘qtrtuq b ‘Strip v ‘pBq v ‘sqstiq 
ptre t^qaaq ‘sajoq pus ‘sjooq ‘ssvBp sb qans ‘spmraro jo sptnq 
jBjaAas jo saipoq aqq pagtqjoj ipuaaapip SBq ajnqBa qotqAv 
qqi vv sous jo /qaiacA quaj 8 qsqq qirao ajaq oav qsnta jo^t 

paxuaanoa 

qsout aqq st ajBjpiv ptre IqajBS Jiaqq qoiqAv tn ptre ‘ 9 °BqtrevpB 
jtaqq oq tunq qsota qoiqAv sasires jBpoiqxBd esoqq tn iqtoBS 
-bs ptre ssandjBqs aqismbsa ssaq jo ajotu b 9ABq spranre Jtq 
-natqJBd qrqq pop 9Av ‘aantreta ataBs aqq up -uoq aqq sb qpres 
-sb ptro apquq joj paouB os ajnqBaJO b tn qnre| b jo ssanqaatn 
. gqq jon ‘qcatjq b sb pamre tre ssapauajap ptre ipaiv os trt noq 
' v jo Aim aqq pnp qon op a^ Xpoq aqq jo ajpax aqq qquv 
pnodsajjoo .(jpjanaS sttoxssBd aqq osbd stqq np *aj}l axqsanx 
-op b joj pagrpnb 8JB suBaoi qBqq Xq ptre ‘aqquqoBJq ptre ppm 
gntqqauios qquv pauaqjos sajtiqBn Jiaqq aABq ‘trein oq ast^ptre 
aottuqsissB jo axis qsqq ‘Etaqqo qsgqjv * JBaq jo aas Aaqq amqq 
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-tut ;sora aqa rasas sb sjbuuub nans paomqsm: jfjno aABq j 
Jb;bj aq ;q§ira pa ;a anon sb ‘jaq o; ssajasri aq pjnoAi ;qSi8 
9J0j\; ;namaja jadoid jaq m jjasjaq Xmq o; jaq SnrtijBAA 
^japipauran pna ‘aia jaq nodn Smqtps ;qgq b iq papaga 
snq; ajajv aqs ssapm ‘naqa; Stnaq jo jagirep m aq ;q§nn aqs 
ABp paojq o;m dn saraoo aqs jaAanaqA\ ja mmu aq; o; pijrrrcd 
^iqcqojd si uapi siq; ;nq; panuoj os st ptm ‘asja Smq;on 
io ;nq ‘;q°q jo capt aq; jaq aiig oa pasoddns si qoiq.iv ‘;i ui V 
jmoranq ano ;nq aABq o; pros si a^fa oajj *s;oafqo Japiopaad 
qsmSopsip o; qSnona ;qSis ;on saq aqs (‘;q§noq; .fjnorimoo 
si 41 sb) ‘pnqq jfpa;o; ;ou aq ajom aq; q°noq; ;aq; ‘sa.\aas 
-qo sqaoAi siq m ajaqAiaraos ‘jaqmaraaj j ‘oqAi ‘ajipaajo ;saj 
siq; uodn q jamai s t aj fog; jjq gntnopuam jaaqjoj ;onnBO j 

c , sqjoAi aaq jo noissassod pry: ;o 3 jo pa;ajd 
-moo pcq aqs ajojaq ;no jaq qo;aj ptro ‘jBaj aaq uodn pty 
;q2ira .fmana jaq joj i jaq pmqaq map. b Snoj os mvvajp ajaq 
o; stiojaStrop naaq paq ;i ‘j3;bav aq; jo jib aq; sb ‘^fpsaa pjanf 
;on jjiav qoiqji ‘;namaja hb qoiq; os qSnojq; JLvxl jaq Satqara 
aqs puy aaaqq. SntjjaAvp b jjasjaq “ip o; toaj si pna ‘qjjjaa 
aq; Japan &3aij ;nq ‘si aqs pajputq asoqjv jo ‘asnora jo ;bj 
aq; aqq ‘pnnojS aq; no ;ou ;i sasjnoo aqs asnaoaq ‘saq aqs 
jib; on jo ajpq pun * amp b ;b qproa qanm Ibaab dooos .fara 
aqs ;nq; ‘pcojq ajB ;aaj-aj oj jaq pan ‘ipoq jaq jo ssampiq; * 
ajara aq; aAias jjiav troqq ajora on Sip paan aqs ;aq; ‘;joqs 
ajB ajojajaq; s°aj jbjj ;i ajirapB ;nq ;ouubo ;i pjoqaq ;aq; 
Aaq; sb 'qpaa aq; nt ;saj os'jCbav Jaq Smqnra pnn ‘pimoi§ 
japim j];asjaq StnqJOAv vf[yu\s os aqs ‘sjb jfaqq asodind ijaqAV. 
o} ijua va aqp Xq aas aAi ‘sjiiqo djaqs q^uv paimro ‘qaaj-ajoj 
pnojq i^nq ‘s 2 a[ poqs ptro pa; ;joqs Jaq naq; panf “nuaaq 
jo qomL Srapaaoxa si aqs joj 1 jaq nodn pajjajnoo ipnan 
-ima JCjsa saq aqs ‘jaSnap jo StmuBAi pire ‘aonajap Jaq joj 
jo apadaa si aqs qaqjA ‘spnaraa joj ‘;ng; on jo pa ;a ;q§is 
jfnB aABq aqs jaqjaq.M. sdiSxt aojuos iroo spqajrpan ;aq; ‘sajfa 
q;uv jaq papg Apinosqo os saq eJtpan ‘naas aq 0; si 2 mq; 

-on aiaqji ‘pnnojS Japim S maq “tnpaAvp jaq joj : ajq jo jan 
-nBtn ptro aJipan jaq 0; papq Apoaxa os aja Xpoq jaq jo sjaq 
-raara aq; aqs troq; aouapiAOjg; jo ;naranSiB ajqadpd ajora 1 
;aq.A ;aA pna J ajora b naq; /jampjo pna snouqo aiora si 
;a qA\ „ papa; a Aaq 0; jfpaiqo sraaas ;i qanj u. in naSjo ;aq; jo 
tiopatiijoj aq; ni raopsuv s;i muoqs soq amp araos aq; ;b ;nq 
‘aApoajap ;jaj soq aanapiAOJj qoiqjA farainn jaq;oiro 0; nop 
-ajaj m ‘napjBQ raoq ;i sa;io oqju. ‘ajojq jq; pamaaj aq; jo 
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•satnva ;But/-p3[pjD oristpiq prq tram isqu. m uStrtp oas 
c’ r wit sb ‘nouusiadus iscreSs pxBnS siq no tfontn o~ wq * i anrea jo ia\u.w 
xptm£ b Xq ‘s£cp mo tit ‘pajdtnajiB naaq ssq ‘lOvca-iQ ibsiS oq> uo inouc-q 
qontn os Surjosgsi sb ‘panoqnatu aiaq ^ios aqj jo 2 {joa\. y , ttostppy 
•ijl pus oiaato nam *pns jo jSqdosopqd sqj si pnatptadns \iopj , 

aaqmi Xrempjo tro jo epncq aqq qSnooq:} 
Gst>d Aaqq naqAi ‘snoxqsAJasqo aotn qons tio pig Xjquanfj 
-ag qoxqAS. ‘apaxpu ptra Ajafpsa SAoqt? qoafqns aqq syr[ qi 
qaqq ‘sttorqduosap ptre sjoqdBqatn Aq pasnu os apfqs v m qcqj 
ptre i epo§ aqq jo e.mqBtr aqq “tmuaattoa ‘qooq pnoaas stq m 
^Aaoqstq p.mpn jo qoqaqs appjrarpB xrc sn naAiS scq Aqnj, 
uorqBqs aadoad sqr nt aonaqsisqns pm: Aqejcs sqt aoj apuojd 
oq noiqqraoa b trr ajnqBa.ro Xiaia squd pm: ‘notqBaJO a\oq.u 
aqq qSnooqq stitu ssanpooB prre mopsiAi jo AqaixcA auras aq- 
qBqq ‘qsaj aqq jo noisnptroD v uuoj ApsBa qqSrai aAV ‘aBpapionq 
jno jo ssndraoD aqq nrqqLiv aq sb sparing qons jo norqBjaprsuoo 
aqq tuoaj ‘jaAaAiOjj jo pqoq axpq oq aAa pajpra: aqq joj qBnoua 
Aqjnq ajB sb qans jo xreqq 'sasssjS qsang aqq jo dpq aqq ‘qqtAv 
paaptrt jon ‘qnoqqtAi tiaas aq oq ion axs qorqAvsojnqBajo jo sato 
-ads 3Aom Apqrmpii sab axaqq qBqq saprsag aSpapiouq ono oq 
araoa jOAan tcea qBqq ‘daap jvaiG aqq m ptre ssaujappoi 6ui[cn(n[ 
aqq tn paqaB aaB smaSeq-tuqs pxre saaqxqjB aiqBjanmmij uotq 

-BAjasqo jho raoqq spoiniB jo stioqqita apiq sqaasap pnB sBag 
•aAiqoajap pm: qjoqs iqaqtugm aq pjnoAv ‘patuca^ aqq jo snoxq 
-rsmBsrp aqq pp: aaqp: ‘iioqstq pxnqBa b qons ‘aiuq si qj 
•aaAuquog astsv-jp aqq jo iiopS aqq oq pxmopaa apqqq b qou 
pm: ‘ptnqnBta op ppioo saqmqs oiaqq saaujas qsaq aqq jo ono 
aq ppiOAi. qt c raaqq paaBpd scq aaaapuojj; qoiqAv tit Smaq jo 
aqx?qs aqq joj sapnqiqdu jBipioad maqq qqui. ‘spsuiraB aaqqo pB 
rnojj qi qsmgatqsip qsqq asoqq IprepiaiqaBd pas ‘sqjsd pABA\qno 
pxre pjBAvm sqi jo axnqxaq ptcB aareoj aqq qqm ‘saorreqps pm: 
'saiqqrqsoq 'saioqod sqi ‘noiquonpa ‘qqJiq^yatSuo sqt jo qunoaaB 
qotnqsip b sn 3 ab§ pus ‘saioads JBpioiqJBd srq qaca qooq utaqq 
SnomB siaquAv paaAas aqq jj suoxqBAiasqo pnB sqooq raoa; 
aaqqaSoq pajaqqeS aq pfnoo qeqq qsaq aqq ‘Aaoqsiq qBanqBu 
jo Apoq b apdmoo ppoAV Aqaioog plop; ano qsuv ppoa j 
i paqsod am Aaqq qoiqjA tn ajq jo ttoxqtpuoa aqq oq 
SnrpaoaoB ‘saiqpoBj paaAas ataqq nr paqa^draoa pm: paqsmg 
esa\ jo aiorn aiB sb sainqBaio qons nodn paAioqsaq i^snou 
-ba sBq qx qoiqja sqnantAVopna paaAas aqq nr Jpsqt aaAOOstp 
qx saop aaoni qonnr Axoq ‘saanqBaJto asaqq jo saqsnnap aqq ni 
naAa jqasqx sAVoqs aonaptAOjp jr pnB 5 aotupn jo sqaoAi qoajjad 
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sew. gq qip ‘saSpaq siq jo giro Stznpraiq nr ssndsaj p v joj 
Sno[ os rreoiajpnaS psauoq jo ajdnoa v panSiqd aq : spuainpoala 
puu ‘saSeraep ‘spsoo jo jpg: gi puaq gig AiopiAi. aqp qpm 
Aitq op 08 op aauapndnn aqp aauo ptq .anSoj aqj suoissas 
-.tapronL v pc pans pou soq aq puqp saAq aq aiaqw imop aqp ui 
airo pou si aiaqj; XpoqXiaAa jo A«q aqp Suppp joj snourej 
Avopaj v ‘ifqonojj tnoj, si nnq qptiv sapu pnqp jaqpo aqjp, $ 

XmC-ippat> V’ 

aqp jo trera-aioj sannp peiaAas uaaq suq pm? ‘SutXq spooqs 
‘ trout ajqtsuas Xjoa v si aq ‘pjoqs tit • saSpupitd 2m; or os 
Xoipsap p on ptp aq jr jnoqqSrau pooS v aq ppiow ajp jps 
-unq se apepsa ire pooS os pou SAvq oqAi asoqp ireqp aadcaqo 
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jatqa aqq si oqAY ‘^ptq a ‘aoiAias aqq jo qspnn aqq nr aiaAS. 8 ay 
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the decency of the comparison : thus Solomon resembles 1 
the nose of his beloved to the tower of Lebanon which look* 
eth toward Damascus , as the coming of a thief in the night, 
is a similitude of the same kind m the New Testament. It 
would be endless to make collections of this nature : Homer 
illustrates one of his heroes encompassed with the enemy, 
by an ass in a held of com, that has ms sides belaboured by 
all the boys of the village without stirring a foot for it , and 
another of them tossing to and fro in his bed, and burnin g 
with resentment, to a piece of flesh broiled on the coalB 
This particular failure in the ancients opens a large field of 
raillery to the little wits, who can laugh at an indecency, but 
not relish the sublime m these sorts of writings The pre- 
sent emperor of Persia, conformable to this eastern way of 
thinking, amidst a great many pompous titles, denominates 
himself the Sun of Glory, and the Nutmeg of Delight. In 
short, to cut off all cavilling against the ancients, and par- 
ticularly those of the warmer climates, who had most heat 
and life in their imaginations, we are to consider that the 
rule of observing what the Drench call the Bienseance m an 
allusion, has been found out of latter years, and in the colder 
regions of the world ; where we would make some amends 
for our want of force and spirit, by a scrupulous nicely and 
exactness in our compositions. Our countryman Shakspeare 
was a remarkable instance of this first kind of great geniuses 
I cannot quit this head, without observing that Pindar was 
a great genius of the first class, who was hurried on by a 
natural tire and impetuosity to vast conceptions of things, 
and noble sallies of imagination At the same time, can any- 
thing be more ridiculous than for men of a sober and mo- 
derate fancy, to imitate this poet’s way of writing in those 
monstrous compositions which go among us under the name 
of Pmdanc3 ? When I see people copying works, which, as 
Horace has represented them, are singular in their kind and 
inimitable; when I see men following irregularities byrule, and 
by the little tricks of art straining after the most unbounded 
flights of nature, I cannot but apply to them that passage in 
Terence 

— mcerta hsc si tu postules 
Ratione certa facere, mhilo plus agas, 

Quam si des operam, ut cum ratione msanias. 


1 Resembles.'] Fox “ compares ” But resembles is a neutral Terb, and 
is, therefore, used improper!}. 
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